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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

Dear reader,

I

t’s with immense pride that we bring you this edition of the Chronicle,
for a number of different reasons. Since I arrived here in April 2021,
producing this edition was an ambition of mine and I’m very happy that
we could make this happen. The purpose of this publication is to use the
Chronicle to link the past to the present and ensure that the hard work
and sacrifice of all of those that have gone before us is not forgotten.
The first ever edition of the Chronicle was published in September
1999 (01/99), 22 years ago this month, and it has been produced every
month since this publication. You may not know this, but here in KFOR
HQ we keep a copy of each edition; but our set was incomplete up
until recently as we didn’t hold a copy of the first publication, 01/99. A
number of months ago we established communication with the first
ever editor of the Chronicle, Mr Kenneth Anderson from Norway, and he
kindly agreed to post us over an original of the first ever edition.
Due to its significance we took the steps to reproduce the first edition in
this publication, unfortunately not all of the pages were clear enough to
be reproduced, so out of the 16 pages we have managed to copy 13 of
these, but most importantly, the historic front page from edition 01/99.

Comdt Aidan RYAN, Chief Internal
Information, PAO.

Kenneth also agreed to gives us an article for this publication, where he outlines to us the history behind the
Chronicle and how they went about producing it. This is a fascinating insight into how complicated things
were back then and how we can take things for granted these days.
As COM KFOR enters his last few weeks in command of KFOR XXV he has written a letter to all of the troops of
KFOR, thanking them for their dedication and service during his tenure.
We also include an article on the OPREH Level II Exercise which took place this month and resulted in a number
of different scenarios being exercised by the NATO Operational Reserve Force.
Finally, after months of fascinating articles, CSM Torre writes to you for the last time and stresses the importance
of understanding our history and where we came from in order to become the successful mission that KFOR
is today.

Sincerely,
Your KFOR HQ PAO team.
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STORY OF THE MONTH

A Letter from the

It’s truly a privilege for me to be back contributing to the Chronicle after 22 years. I was the first editor
of this publication and never could I have imagined in September 1999 that all this time later it would
still be in publication and that I would be still providing content for it.

P

rior to my deployment to KFOR in 1999, I was
working as a journalist in HQ Defence in Oslo
and later as a journalism lecturer. I completed my
military service in 1986 and as such was eligible for
overseas service. I had originally been planning on
deploying to Bosnia a number of year earlier but
this never materialised, so in May 1999, myself and
three other media professionals were told to prepare
ourselves, that we were going to KFOR. The four of
us, all Norwegian journalists and all of the rank of
Major (OF-3) were being deployed to the Press and
Information Centre, which we were originally told
would be in Skopje, but shortly afterwards we were
tasked with moving to Pristina.

The first job was to find a location where we could
conduct our planning from, and we found this in
the Press Centre in Pristina. Our next job was to find
a mode of transport; we were successful in getting
a loan of a car from the Norwegians, this gave us
independence and mobility, which was essential to
be able to cover the stories that we wanted to cover.
The next job was to find somewhere that the paper
could actually be printed, and we were very lucky
with Rilindja Printing House in Pristina, with whom
we worked well with from the start.

Our sole aim was to produce a paper about KFOR,
for the troops of KFOR. This gave us a lot of editorial
freedom as long as we stuck to this. In the early days of
I was promptly told by the head of the Press Centre to the mission it was essential for the Chronicle to portray
start planning for a KFOR newspaper, as they wanted that the mission was established and effective, and
a paper for the troops of KFOR. This was massively that KFOR was credible in the community. There was
interesting for me but a gigantic challenge at the a lot of debate over what photo should be selected
same time, as we were literally building this from the for the front page, but we all settled on the one of the
ground up, shortly after a conflict that had massively then COM KFOR, Sir Gen Mike Jackson meeting with
damaged the country. We were all experienced the troops.
journalists, but none of us had ever started a
newspaper before.
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Chronicle’s First Editor
It was a little more complicated being a journalist back then,
we have to call around to the Multinational Brigades each
evening and find out what they were doing the next day.
We would then decide amongst ourselves what should be
covered and then we would go out and take pictures and
do a report on the story. The design and layout for the paper
initially was exceptionally stressful as we tried to meet the
deadline. It took us 4 days and nights in the printing house
trying to get everything correct for the first ever print of the
Chronicle, and personally I feel that we got it spot on.

After the first edition I was moved into a new role and
replaced as the editor, but I was still very interested in what
was going on with the Chronicle. The four of us rotated
back to Norway after our 6 month deployment and we
were never certain that the Chronicle would continue,
either from a funding point of view or from an interest in
the mission; I was really surprised a number of years later
to hear that it was still in production and I’m so humbled
22 years later to hear that it has an unbroken record each
month of being produced, since our first edition in Sept
1999. The assumption was that it wouldn’t be continued,
but we are all so happy today that we have left this lasting
legacy in the mission; not many people can say that!
I can say with certainty that my deployment to KFOR in
1999 changed my life forever. When I returned to Norway
I proposed a number of journalism training projects in
Kosovo for my university. I’d noticed during my time in
KFOR that there was definitely an area from improvement
amongst the domestic journalists. I later completed a PhD
which primarily focused on media in Kosovo and today I
am involved in several international research projects, with
a focus on media in Kosovo. Since 1999 I have therefore
returned to Kosovo 2-3 time per year and I can genuinely say
that my experiences of KFOR have had profound changes
on me both personally and professionally.
Never did we think in 1999, when we were trying to
overcome the challenges that we were trying to solve, that
we would be setting a train in motion that would still be
going 22 years later. It’s with immense joy and pride that
I’ve had this opportunity to tell my story for the first time to
the Chronicle and I wish the magazine all of the best in the
future.
Kenneth ANDRESEN
OF-3 (Ret) NOR-A
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STORY OF THE MONTH

Fellow Soldiers of KFOR XXV!

,
COM KFOR s Final

It feels like only yesterday that I wrote to you for the first time, in the November 2020 edition of the
Chronicle; so it’s fitting that as my tenure as COM KFOR comes to an end that I write to you once more,
to mark this milestone as my time as your commander comes to an end.

I

t has truly been an honour
to be your commander,
and one that I will never take
for granted. Repeatedly,
your
dedication
and
professionalism
shone
through, even during the
hardest of times. Each
and every one of you has
added something unique
to the mission, from the
lowest ranking soldiers in
the Regional Commands,
up to the staff officers in
KFOR HQ, and for that I will
be forever grateful.
You can be proud of your
achievements, as your
commander, I am proud
of
you.
Deployments
on missions such as this
demands a lot from us
all; we leave families and
loved ones and we give up
normal privileges that we
are used to in our lives, but
we do so with the aim of
maintaining peace in this
region. Quoting the very
first COM KFOR, Sir General
Mike Jackson, describing
peace support operations
in post-conflict situations,
“Once the strands are
woven together, the rope
is stronger than the sum
of its part.” Well, KFOR XXV,
each one of you has filed
the role as one of those
strands that’s required to
strengthen the rope; it has
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Letter to KFOR XXV

taken sacrifice but you have fulfilled
your role in the maintenance of peace
and stability in KFOR.
We must never forget those that
support us whilst we are on these
deployments, without them we
would not be able to sustain the
mission and we must never forget
their sacrifices too. Please tell them
that I thank them also for all they
have done in supporting you on this
mission.
It has been a humbling experience to
be your commander since November
2020 and one that I will never forget.
I’ve been a commander on many
deployments throughout my career,
but my time as COM KFOR will bring
me the fondest of memories when I
reflect on this period in the future.
KFOR XXV, thank you for those
memories and allowing me to be your
commander, “As one we progress.”

COM KFOR firing a sniper rifle on the range

The refurbished foyer in KFOR HQ which was completed during
KFOR XXV

Pristina, September 2021
Major General Franco Federici
KFOR XXV Commander
COM KFOR with troops from the KTR BN
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Linking the Past
The KFOR Radio studios
have come a long way
since the early days. This
facility has successfully
stood the test of time,
with a few improvements
along the way.

German vehicles from
1999, in contrast to the
modern Austrain vehicles
that are in service in KFOR
today. The change from
tracks to wheels displays
how the KFOR vehicles
have adapted along with
the situation in the AOO.

The accomodation in
Camp Film City (CFC)
in 1999 was nothing
more than field tents.
The modern faciltiies
available
today
are
unrecognisable
from
what was available at
the very begining of the
mission.
20
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KFOR NEWS

OPREH Level II EX - Gjakova/ Đakovica
in the exercise were from Albania, Bulgaria, Greece,
Italy, Romania and Turkey. The exercise objective was
to activate, deploy, employ and re-deploy designated
reserve troops from Allied countries, and to train
together with KFOR units. NATO maintains the ability
to employ the Operational Reserve Force in the
unlikely event that KFOR requires “over the horizon”
assistance in order to implement the UN mandate.
This exercise is routine and takes place in Kosovo
every 2 years. This year, the main part of the exercise
took place on the 04-05 Sept and featured crowd and
riot control scenarios (CRC), freedom of movement
activities (FOM) and security operations aimed at
maintaining a high level of readiness. The serials were
robust and challenging and included petrol reception
serials for the troops. After the successful exercise,
hey say that “Amateurs train until they get it right. all of the additional forces departed Kosovo and
Professionals train until they cannot get it wrong.” returned to their respective home countries knowing
This training is the exact reason for the Operational that they had enhanced collaboration and planning
Rehearsal Training Exercise (OPREH Level II), which with their allied partners, should the Operational
took place between the 30 Aug 21 and the 05 Sept 21 Reserve Force ever need to be employed.
and was centered on the Gjakova/ Đakovica airfield.
Allies travelled from all over Europe, including a
Francesco D’ANIELLO
Battalion of Gurkhas which represented the British
OF-3, ITA-A
Army at the exercise. Other Allies which took part
PAO

T

Soldier of the Month
OR-7 Pasquale DEL PRETE, K-13
LMT, RC-W, was awarded the
title of ‘Soldier of the Month’, in
recognition of his outstanding
performance and excellent military
bearing displayed while serving
in KFOR. “Your performance and
professionalism is in keeping with
the finest traditions of military
service’’ MG Federici said.
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CSM CORNER

CSM Corner

T

eam KFOR, this issue of the Chronicle is a special
one to me, for a series of reasons. It is in fact, the
last time I have the honor of addressing you from
its pages, as the Change of Command is coming up
fast in a few weeks. Most importantly however, it’s
remarkable because we look back at the very first
edition of our magazine, dated 27 September 1999.
A Jamaican politician, Marcus Garvey, once said “
people without the knowledge of their past history,
origin and culture is like a tree without roots”, and I
could not agree more. History is a great teacher, and
if we look closely enough, it has the ability to provide
answers to today’s issues. Not only that, it can also
point us in the right direction in our future endeavors.
There is a catch though; history is unforgiving, and it
requires perseverance, studying, and dedication if we
want to reap results from it. I have to say, I read the
first edition with attention, and it reassured me we
are on the right track. On the cover page, Sir General
Michael Jackson, the first COM KFOR said he was
proud and impressed by KFOR Soldiers, and by their
ability to commit to the mission and tasks.
Well, 22 years may have elapsed, but that aspect
has not changed at all. Major General Federici often
23

shares with me his satisfaction and admiration for the
Soldiers of the Kosovo Force.
Looking at the pictures from page one, I can’t help
but notice that the commitment of our Force is
laid on solid foundations, and that we have indeed
honored the legacy of our predecessors. Many Troops
Contributing Nations have left Kosovo, many others
have joined; all of them have contributed to writing
the history of the success of KFOR.
As the end of my tour approaches, I want to express
my gratitude to you all. I’m well aware an effort of
such magnitude like our mission cannot be fruitful
without teamwork and dedication.
I have always perceived your drive and motivation,
and I want you to know that it has been an honor
serving with you. I will cherish my time in Kosovo for
years to come, and I’m sure I leave as a better Soldier,
and a better human being. See you on the high
ground. AOWP!
Andrea TORRE
OR-9, ITA-A
CSM
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