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The KFOR XXV crest represents the pivotal role that NATO has in Kosovo
in support of UNSCR 1244 of 1999. The mission has evolved through
very proactive Key Leader Engagements to a deterrent presence in light
of the desire for self-sufficiency of the Kosovo Security Organisations.

STORY OF THE MONTH

AS ONE
WE
PROGRESS

O

n Friday 13 November
2020, Major General
Franco Federici took
command of KFOR from
Major General Michele Risi,
marking the end of his one year
deployment as Commander of
KFOR XXIV. Speaking via a Video
Teleconference Call, Admiral
Robert P. Burke, Commander
of NATO Joint Force Command
Naples, entrusted Major General
Federici with the Command
and Authority of leading NATO’s
largest deployment, Kosovo
Force as its 25th Commander.
Major General Federici expressed
his pride to serve as the 25th
Commander of KFOR and
delivered his first statement:
“I place a very high value on
teamwork and cohesiveness
and will emphasise that a
3

common vision and unity of
effort is essential to our mission
success, not only within KFOR,
but also with other International
Organizations and with the
Institutions in Kosovo. This is the
driving force behind our motto of
the Kosovo Force XXV: ‘As One We
Progress’. With a common vision,
we will provide a synergistic effort
for KFOR and the Institutions in
Kosovo”. General Federici trained
and spent his formative years
as an Alpini. He has previously
served in SFOR, US EUCOM, UNHQ,
Afghanistan and UNIFIL where he
served as a Sector Commander.
Domestically he has commanded
L’Aquila Alpini Battalion, 9th
Alpini Regiment and Taurinense
Mountain Brigade, instructed
in the Military Academy and
held many staff appointments.

Representative elements
from throughout KFOR’s
27 troop contributing
nations gathered outside
KFOR
Headquarters
in Camp Film City for
a ceremony timed to
coincide with sunset,
to poignantly mark
the end of KFOR XXIV
and commence KFOR
XXV. Due to COVID-19
restrictions, non-KFOR
members were not in
attendance on this
occasion, a departure
from recent years. As
MG Federici succinctly
stated “unconventional
threats require creative
solutions in order to
accomplish our mission”.
As part of the Change of
Command Ceremony,
MG Federici remembered
those that have made
the ultimate sacrifice in
order to create a safe and
secure environment with
freedom of movement
for all communities in
Kosovo in accordance
with
UNSCR
1244
of 1999, by laying a
wreath in their honour.

Raising the KFOR XXV flag

Unveiling KFOR XXV shield

Paul O’Callaghan
OF-3, IRL - A
Chief Internal Information

4

AS ONE WE PROGRESS

COMKFOR XXV PRIORITIES
Posture – We will maintain our role
in the implementation of Safe And
Secure Environment and Freedom of
Movement derived from UNSCR 1244
and continue our commitment and
dialogue with all the international, local
and regional actors through an effective
Key Leaders Engagements strategy
Multinational Effort – The true strength
of KFOR lies within the efforts of
the 27 Troop Contributing Nations.
The multinational flavour is key to
achieve and accomplish our objectives
Personnel – The brave men and women
are the most important asset to KFOR.
The COVID-19 pandemic provides
an additional challenge, however, the
necessary measures will be maintained
for our safety. I pledge to take care of
them with dignity, respect, and harmony
which are fundamental in all our Armies.
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A TRIBUTE TO KFOR XXIV
General Risi thanked
his 3,500 soldiers and
all of KFOR’s partners
that contributed to the
mission’s achievements.
“As I reflect on the last 12
months, I recall with clarity
my words on 19 November
2019, when I accepted the
honour, privilege, and
responsibility as the XXIV
Commander of the NATOled KFOR mission. I chose
our ‘Enduring Stability’
motto to exemplify our
commitment
to
the
mission and to continued
security and stability in
Kosovo and throughout
the region, no matter
which challenges would
lay ahead” the outgoing
Commander
said.
Little did Major General
Risi realise when choosing
‘Enduring Stability’ as
his motto, that he would
lead KFOR in a time of
global turmoil, wrought
with new challenges and
needing to find new ways
of doing things. However,
through his exemplary
leadership, KFOR did
provide
enduring
stability
throughout
Kosovo, by maintaining
our
operations
and
providing support to the
Institutions in Kosovo.
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During General Risi’s tenure, KFOR strengthened its cooperation with the Institutions in Kosovo,
the International Community and all security organisations to fulfil the mandate established by
United Nations Security Council Resolution 1244 of 1999. At the same time the NATO-led mission
contributed to foster inter-ethnic coexistence and to developing the security framework for dialogue.
Admiral Robert P. Burke, thanked Major General Risi and his soldiers for the important results
achieved during his tenure “I couldn’t be more proud of the enduring work of KFOR. Today, Kosovo
is safer and more stable than when our mission began. I want to thank each of you for that
remarkable achievement. This is a team effort and your hard work is paying off”, stated Admiral
Burke in his address, before wishing the new Commander all the best for his forthcoming tenure.

Since the outbreak of the Covid19 pandemic, KFOR regularly contributed with its units to a safe and secure
environment and freedom of movement for all citizens in Kosovo, whilst adopting all preventive measures
recommended by the World Health Organization, to protect its soldiers and the communities they serve.
Paul O’Callaghan
OF-3, IRL - A
Chief Internal Information
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IOWA ARMY NATIONAL GUARD
TAKES COMMAND OF
REGIONAL COMMAND EAST
The commander of KFOR’s Regional Command East
has changed. At a ceremony in Camp Bondsteel on
15 November 2020, Major General Franco Federici,
COM KFOR, presided over the transfer of authority
from Col Eric Riley to Col. Derek Adams. Col
Adams will command the multinational Regional
Command East, a US led formation with members
drawn from ten KFOR allies and partner nations in
order to provide a safe and secure environment with
freedom of movement for all communities in Kosovo
in accordance with UNSCR 1244 of 1999. Col Adams,
like much of this new US contingent, is a member
of the Iowa Army National Guard’s 2nd Brigade
Combat Team, 34th Infantry Division, the 2/34th.
“We are here to support NATO to build peace and
stability in the area and contribute to a safe and
secure environment. We will also support the
development of a stable, democratic, multi ethnic
and peaceful Kosovo.”This is the 28th US contingent
to serve in KFOR and has a US designation of KFOR
28. As KFOR 27 and the 41st Infantry Brigade
Combat Team (IBCT) of the Oregon Army National
Guard cased the colours, signifying the completion
of their deployment, the 2/34th IBCT unveils their
colours to continue the mission and seamlessly
follow in the footsteps of 27 past rotations. RCEast is a multinational contingent, located across
much of the northern and eastern parts of Kosovo
with units and elements drawn from USA, Slovenia,
Poland, Turkey, Romania, Finland, Switzerland,
Hungary, United Kingdom and Italy. Examples of
units within the command are elements like the
Manoeuvre Battalion, Effects Battalion, Task Force
Aviation, Task Force Med, Task Force EOD, and others
that directly impact the mission of supporting
the institutions and people of Kosovo. RC-E is
responsible for KFOR’s patrolling along the majority
of the ABL, covering the area from near Zubin Potok
in the north to near Kaçanik / Kačanik in the south.

The Manoeuvre Battalion’s role is to provide safety,
security and maintaining freedom of movement
throughout RC-E. It is currently commanded by Lt.
Col. Jason Knueven with the 1st Squadron, 113th
Cavalry Regiment from the Iowa Army National
Guard. Liaison Monitoring Teams are part of the
Effect Battalion. These teams are spread throughout
RC-E to meet with the local population and are
comprised of service members from seven different
nations. Since the Effects Battalion was formed
they have contributed to maintaining relationships
with the institutions and communities in the region.
It is through this effects focused approach that
KFOR is able to maintain its credibility and direct
resources to where they are needed most. Military
Police are an essential component to any base or
installation. RC-East has the 29th MP Company out
of the Maryland Army National Guard to provide
law enforcement capabilities throughout the Area.
“The Military Police provide law enforcement and
force protection to the personnel assigned to Camp
Bondsteel, as well as the law enforcement agency
for US personnel for the entire area,” said 2/Lt Allison
Vierps, Commander of Task Force MP. “We work with
everyone across RC-East to ensure the KFOR mission
can be continued safely and everyone is operating
in a safe and professional manner.” Along with the
National Guard RC-East has Explosive Ordinance
Disposal personnel attached from the active duty
component of the US Army. “EOD is vital for a safe
and secure environment and freedom of movement
for all who are in Kosovo,” said 1st. Lt. Taylor Firn,
EOD Detachment Commander. “We provide
support by detecting, identifying, evaluating,
rendering safe, using for forensic evidence, and
disposing of conventional and non-conventional
explosive ordinance that presents a threat to
operations, installations and personnel in Kosovo.”
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TROOPS OF KFOR

Who are the 2/34th?
The 2/34th has a history that began
in June 1924 as a Headquarters
Battery and Combat Train. The
brigade was involved in World War II
during the North Africa Tunisia and
Italian Campaigns. After World War
II the brigade was part of a series of
consolidations and reorganisations
to become Headquarters and
Headquarters Company, 34th Brigade,
47th Infantry Division. In 1991 the
34th Brigade was designated as the
2/34th Infantry Division. In more
recent years, the brigade headquarters
has served on multiple deployments;
first to Kosovo in 2003-2004 as part
of Operation Joint Guardian; next,
to Afghanistan in 2007-2008 as part
of Operation Enduring Freedom. In
2010-2011 the entire brigade deployed
to Afghanistan as part of
OEF.
The 2/34 IBCT nickname is The Ryder
Brigade, taken from one of the 34th
Infantry Division’s most decorated
and successful Division Commanders;
Maj. Gen. Charles W. Ryder. Ryder
commanded the Division from May 1942
through July 1944 during World War II.

Samuel Otto
OF-3, USA - A
RC-EAST PAO
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Welcome to
North Macedonia!

Andrea Marano
OF-2, ITA - A
RC-WEST PAO
Photographer
OR-4 Luciano Savilli

North Macedonia became the 30th NATO member state last March and
immediately committed to contributing to the Kosovo Force. The first contingent
of North Macedonian KFOR arrived in Camp Villaggio Italia on 01 November
2020. Their arrival brings the number of troop contributing nations serving
with KFOR to 27 and the number of nations in Camp Villaggio Italia to eight.
This is their first rotation as a NATO member. Their initial deployment of 41
troops, constitutes a platoon under the Regional Manoeuvre Battalion of the
Italian led Regional Command West. It is composed of several branches of the
MDK Army, mostly from their Military Police Battalion in Skopje. “It is a great
honour to be the first platoon leader in the first KFOR mission” said their platoon
leader, Captain Hristijan Dimchevski. “The honour and pleasure of being the
first contingent of the army of North Macedonia is really great and fulfilling and
it is much greater because we are a fulltime member of NATO. We are happy to
be part of the largest military alliance in the world and to be ambassadors of
peace in the world and in our neighbouring country, Kosovo. With our presence
I am sure this will confirm our commitment to peace and stability in the region.
We will confirm the values we have built in the past. On behalf of the 41 people
I lead and for my part, I thank you for the trust placed in us. We are aware of the
challenges that lie ahead, but I assure you that with the utmost commitment and
professionalism in the tasks assigned we will justify our place in the NATO family”.
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TROOPS OF KFOR
On its arrival, the contingent was
greeted with military honours in a
ceremony commanded by COM KFOR
MG Michele Risi, RC-W Commander
Col Gianluca Figus, Commander
RC-W Manoeuvre Battalion Lt Col
Mattia Marcottulli. Addressing the
contingent, MG Risi welcomed the new
NATO members to the mission area,
“We know your professionalism. We
are honoured and grateful that North
Macedonia are about to join the KFOR
mission in Regional Command West,
your presence gives KFOR strength,
resilience and credibility.” As part of
the ceremony, the North Macedonian
colours were presented to RC-W
commander,
representing
North
Macedonia’s place within the mission.
The North Macedonian platoon will
work alongside its multinational
continent.
Integration
and
interoperability training supplemented
their
extensive
pre-deployment
training in order to ensure that their
full potential is realised. The troops
were tested in patrolling and crowd
control training activities integrating
helicopters in order to ensure rapid
deployment capability, should the need
arise. Among the tasks assigned to the
platoon, they will ensure the vigilance
of the Serbian Orthodox monastery of
Visoki Decani and contribute to Safe And
Secure Environment and Freedom of
Movement for all communities in Kosovo
in accordance with UNSCR 1244 of 1999.

I am really thankful to the Republic of North Macedonia for the
proud and capable soldiers in KFOR!
As One We Progress!

MG Franco Federici
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RETROSPECT & CONTINUITY
A look back at the very first Chronicle

A

lot has changed in
Kosovo since the very first
edition of the Chronicle
went to print in September
1999. When the first newspaper,
as it was then, went to print,
KFOR was in its infancy, having
only entered Kosovo some
three and a half months earlier.
The first edition captures the
challenging environment that
the troops were operating under.
The scale of the operation
that faced KFOR in 1999 is
very different to the scale of
the operation that we are
currently maintaining. The
feature about Camp Bondsteel
highlights the construction of
the United States’ largest base
since the Vietnam War; taking
over 1000 troops to construct
and having the ability to hold,
support and sustain over 4,500
people. Anyone that has been
to Camp Bondsteel cannot but
appreciate the size of the camp.
In its heyday, it held more troops
than all of the combined KFOR
bases do at present. This alone
is testament to the success of the
KFOR mission. As the progress of
peace has been sustained over
the last 21 years, the requirement
for an overt military presence
has reduced. KFOR has been
instrumental in the provision of

a safe and secure environment
with freedom of movement for
all communities in Kosovo in
accordance with UNSCR 1244
of 1999 and as such, no longer
needs the 40,000 troops that
once were deployed throughout
Kosovo. As our security partners
in the Kosovo Police and Kosovo
Security Force are empowered
to take more responsibility
for the maintenance of a
SASE and FOM the role of the
international partners such as
KFOR, EULEX and UNMIK scales
back. The success of KFOR is
a reverse correlation of the
number of boots on the ground.
One of the main successes of
KFOR was facilitating the safe
return of refugees to Kosovo.
The immediate success of KFOR’s
operations can be seen by the
return of some 3,000-4,000
refugees every week; without
KFOR’s provision of a SASE
with FOM for all communities,
this return would not have
been feasible. Facilitating this
return of refugees was a major
operation for the early days of
KFOR, the provision of transport,
security and the administration
of returning refugees all
were all key missions for our
forebearers of the KFOR colours.

Back in 1999, we see that the
troop contributing nations on
the ground reflect a very different
multinational makeup to the
present iteration of KFOR. Today,
27 nationalities make up our
multinational force. Since the
Force was founded, a total of 38
nations have contributed troops
to the mission. In 1999, a large
Russian peacekeeping presence
was on the ground waiting to
deploy to Orahovac. Whilst we
may no longer see their flags
flying from our bases or see their
uniforms and vehicles, their
contribution to the attainment
of UNSCR 1244 has not been
forgotten by the communities
in
which
they
helped.
Kosovo is a multi-ethnic
country. Like many post-conflict
environments, one of the key
challenges for the restoration
of peace is the resumption of
cross community activities. In
1999, we saw a hugely successful
effort by the Turkish Battalion
from MNB North to facilitate
the return to normality for
relations between the Gorani
and Albanian communities. It is
this type of facilitation that has
resulted in Kosovo’s sustained
peace over the last two
decades and was a cornerstone
of early KFOR operations.
Paul O’Callaghan
OF-3, IRL - A
Chief Internal Information
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KFOR NEWS

Shoulder to shoulder against the Virus
November
has
been
a
challenging month in the
worldwide struggle against
Covid19. KFOR and its Nations
have impartially supported the
Institutions and the Communities
in Kosovo in their response
through a number of assistance
projects. US and Greek Soldiers
of Regional Command East
delivered medical instruments
and equipment including a
sterilizer, an electrocardiogram,
glucose monitoring systems
and other diagnostic tools
to the local health centre in
Zervnicë/Zervnica, in northern
Kosovo. US Soldiers of Regional
Command East also delivered
air conditioning systems to
Handikos, a Non-Governmental
Organization of Kosovo that
provides physiotherapy and
other treatments to disabled
persons. Last year, through
various
projects
Handikos

supported 78 children and 97
adults in the Pristina region,
from all ethnic groups. Both
projects were funded by NATO
and coordinated by KFOR’s Civil
Military Cooperation branch,
which works in close coordination
with the subordinate units and
their Liaison and Monitoring
Teams. KFOR also facilitated the
delivery of aid to the Institutions
in Kosovo by NATO Allied and
Partner countries. A huge
number of personal protection
equipment
was
donated
by Hungary to the Health
Institutions in Kosovo. 50,000
face masks and 5,000 protective
suits were transported by a
Hungarian Air Force aircraft and
delivered by KTRBN to the central
warehouse of the Ministry of
Health in Pristina. Family health
centres located in Kacanik and
Elez Han received from KFOR’s
Italian military contingent of

Regional Command West several
medical equipment, including
digital
electrocardiographs,
defibrillators, oxygen machines.
A week earlier Italian soldiers
rehabilitated the medical oxygen
at Prizren hospital, a facility
serving over 240,000 citizens
in a municipality among the
most severely hit by the Covid19
pandemic. Both projects were
funded by the Italian Ministry of
Defence and were implemented
by the 5th Artillery Regiment
“Superga” of the Italian Army,
which also supported the Italian
Medical Military Team’s delivery
of masks and other items to the
Clinic for infectious diseases in
Pristina. German Armed Forces
completed their largest donation
of medical personal protection
equipment (more than 10 tons)
with a second batch that was
delivered to the Kosovo Security
Forces.

Italian Medical Military
Team delivers masks
and other items to a
Clinic in Pristina

Mario Renna
OF-5, ITA - A
Chief Public Affairs &
COMKFOR Spokesperson
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KFOR NEWS

A huge number of personal
protection equipment was
donated by Hungary to the
Health Institutions in Kosovo

Regional Command
West delivers medical
equipment, including
digital electrocardiographs,
defibrillators and voxygen
machines
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KFOR NEWS

16 Days of Activism
against gender-based violence
KFOR marked the International Day for the
Elimination of Violence against Women
through Radio K4, which is supporting the
UN System’s “16 Days of Activism against
gender-based violence”, campaign. The annual international campaign kicks off every
year on 25 November and runs until
10 December, Human Rights Day.
It is used as an
organising strategy by individuals
and organisations
around the world
to call for the prevention and elimination of violence
against women and girls. More than 40
activities will take place in Kosovo, involving local and international organisations
and including debates, workshops, visits to
women shelters and the lighting in orange
of several important buildings and sites.
This year’s global theme is: “Orange the
World: Fund, Respond, Prevent, Collect!” In
the last years Radio K4 has supported the
annual campaigns by airing audio products which were realized together with UN
Women, EULEX & the Ministry of Justice of

Elisabeth Schleicher
OF-3, AUT - A
Chief Gender Advisor

the Institutions in Kosovo. This year, KFOR’s
broadcaster will cover many events, including three workshops for high school students on human rights and Gender Based
Violence, the activities of the Local Public
Safety Committees together with the Kosovo Police, the OSCE
Dialogue Academy
for young women.
Radio K4 will also
broadcast audio jingles against domestic violence; a very
sensitive issue as
all types of violence
against women and
girls have intensified
worldwide since the
outbreak of COVID-19 and the subsequent
lockdown measures introduced to curb the
pandemic, according to emerging data
and reports from those on the front lines.
In this regard Radio K4 has supported the
OSCE and Kosovo Police with their latest
awareness campaign during the lockdown, promoting a 24/7 hotline number
for women victims of domestic violence,
and covered the exhibition “Violence is not
hidden within the walls”, held in Pristina
thanks to the Kosovo Women’s Network.
16

FOR YOUR SAFETY

SAFE DRIVING
IN ADVERSE
CONDITIONS

The primary way to ensure that you stay safe is to only
venture on the roads when you have to. Ask yourself
“is this journey mission essential?”. If not, and the
weather has turned for the worse, maybe it can wait.
If your journey is mission essential, then the following
should be factored into your planning considerations.
Remember, never, ever operate a vehicle under the
influence of alcohol, drugs or medications. Even a
small amount of alcohol can impair your driving.
Before you begin your journey, conduct
a full systems check of your vehicle.
Microclimates can impact on the road conditions.
Areas without direct sunlight may have black
ice remain on the road long after other areas
are clear. Dips in the road may hold deep water.
Finally, remember tiredness kills. Driving in poor
conditions can be more tiring and draining.
Ensure that you take breaks on long journeys.
When driving in poor conditions, with limited
visibility focus on what you can see in front of you,
focusing into heavy fog or mist can be draining.
Lets all work together to keep KFOR safe this winter.
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JLSG - Building Roads to Peace
When we think of military logistics, maybe we think of the people and equipment that gets
the people, equipment and materiel we need to where we need it. But there is more to logistics
than that. Within the KFOR HQ structure exists a small multinational unit of only 128 all ranks,
representing 15 nationalities with an Austrian lead – the Joint Logistics Support Group. Despite
their size, the unit punches well above their weight when it comes to operational outputs. Col (GS)
Jürgen Jäger, COM JLSG, explained that this is a directly led, subordinate unit reporting directly to
COM KFOR. It is a concept that is unique to KFOR, it is the first iteration of a JLSG concept within
any NATO force. JLSG’s functions includes general engineer support, transportation and recovery,
EOD, fuel supply and reception, staging and onward movement. Previous issues of The Chronicle
have addressed some of the capabilities within this diverse unit. This article looks at one of their
more unique skillsets, military construction engineering and some of the more recent projects that
JLSG have undertaken to ensure that KFOR Freedom of Movement and force protection are secured.
The key components of UNSCR 1244 of 1999 are the provision of a safe and secure environment
and freedom of movement for all communities in Kosovo. In order to achieve this, it is essential
that KFOR itself can move freely around Kosovo and be able to respond to any situation as
quickly as possible. On the eastern side of Kosovo, one of the small roads that KFOR uses to
patrol the Administrative Boundary Line crosses onto the Serbian side for a short distance before
remerging onto the Kosovo side. KFOR has freedom of movement throughout Kosovo but can
only cross the ABL with the express permission and cooperation of the Serbian authorities. Col
Jäger explains that this required continuous liaison and deconfliction, a time consuming process
for RC-E. In order to streamline KFOR’s operations and minimise the bureaucracy required
to fulfil its mandate, the JLSG were called upon to build a new road that detoured the ABL.
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Within JLSG’s establishment lies a Ukrainian
platoon of combat engineers. Their primary role
is to ensure FOM, usually by clearing obstacles.
This time their task was to provide FOM in a
different way, to construct an extension of
approximately 1km to the existing road so that
it would bypass the ABL and to conduct works
to improve the existing road surface. After the
area was thoroughly swept by the Ukrainian EOD
detachment and nothing untoward was found
the green light was given to commence works. It
was originally planned that the project would take
up to three weeks, maybe longer if the weather
deteriorated. However, Col Jäger proudly told
me that the 20 strong engineer platoon had the
ground surveyed, cleared, levelled and resurfaced
with gravel in less than 2 weeks; such was their
commitment and dedication to the task assigned.
The project is now complete and KFOR’s routine
patrols in RC-E have their FOM ensured thanks
to the hard work and dedication of the JLSG’s
Ukrainian contingent. The cost of such a project?
A mere €400 for hard-core gravel. This project is
testament to fact that given the humble resources
and the time needed, the JLSG are a true force
multiplier in KFOR, supporting and equipping
the other units to accomplish their mission.
There was no respite for the engineer platoon
however. No sooner were they finished their road
project, when their next project began. Force
protection bunkers in Novo Selo were showing
their age. Bunkers and force protection are just a
fact of life for every soldier, they are ubiquitous.
We all hope that we never have to use them for
real, but we all take great comfort in the fact
that they are there. They are designed to take a
pounding from incoming fire, but they do more
than that, they take a beating from the elements
too; exposed to the baking sun in winter and
snow, wind and rain in winter. It is important
that they be repaired before any deterioration
happens so that they are always effective as you
never know when they may be called upon. For the
Ukrainian engineer platoon they are just another
days work. A multinational effort with machinery
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support from the Austrian contingent is ongoing
to upgrade and repair these essential assets. If
the road construction provided one element of
our mandate, this work contributes to the other,
the provision of a safe and secure environment.

Paul O’Callaghan
OF-3, IRL - A
Chief Internal Information

SNAPSHOTS

New leadership for
the Italian - led KFOR
Intelligence, Surveillance
and Reconnaissance
Battalion, which
contributes to situational
awareness for the
NATO operation in Kosovo

Thanksgiving Day for
US Soldiers serving in
Northern Kosovo with
the NATO led operation.
KFOR Command
Sergeant Major Andrea
Torre served traditional
dinner to B troop 1-113
Cavalry at their base

Realistic crowd and riot
control exercises are
regularly performed by
the Hungarian led KFOR
Tactical Reserve Battalion
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SNAPSHOTS

Soldier of the month
OR-1 Michal Szczukocki
Polish Army

North Macedonian
soldiers exercise in
management of
emergency situations
and command & control
procedures

Regional Command West
performs patrols in the
area of operations near
Dragash
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COMMAND SERGEANT MAJOR’S CORNER
Team KFOR,
I am honored and humble to stand before you
today as your Command Sergeant Major. I want
to thank my predecessor, CSM Pietro Galeazzi for
his outstanding service here in Kosovo. I have a
tough job filling
his shoes. As CSM
I act as an advisor
to COMKFOR and
to the Chief of Staff
on all OR matters
and I support
KFOR leadership
assessing the
morale and welfare
of the force,
suggesting policy
changes, and
exercising disciplined initiatives throughout the
area of operations. I know that KFOR Soldiers are
the most important element of our organisation,
and I am also aware that operational readiness
does not translate exclusively into tactical
proficiency, but also into spiritual, physical, and
psychological wellness. I encourage you to stay
fit, eat healthy, and seek help if you feel you need
it. I also want you to make the effort to look after
the comrades next to you, regardless of rank
or nationality. I know for a fact that leaning
on someone, sometimes, makes the difference
between success and failure; and we cannot afford
failure in taking care of each other. For twenty one
years KFOR has operated, maintaining the highest
standards and overcoming multiple challenges.
Today KFOR, like the rest of the world, is facing
an invisible threat, a pandemic that is affecting
socio-economic dynamics with an unprecedented
severity. In this context, it is paramount that we
all set force protection as priority number one.
Adhering to the COVID-19 preventive measures is
an obligation nobody is exempt from. We all need

to develop and embrace a COVID minded culture.
In this regard, I expect senior enlisted soldiers to
be stewards of the military profession, setting and
maintaining standards and discipline. We are the
standard bearers, and we must be the example.
KFOR is a multinational and multicultural
community, and its strength lies in its diversity.
Doctrine says that the majority of leadership
development happens in the operational domain,
since it is the domain where home station
training is applied in real scenarios. I believe it
to be true, but for a different reason: I think it is
the interaction between soldiers from different
nations that makes the development occur. While
respecting the COVID-19 rules, I encourage you
all to get to know each other and to share your
knowledge and experience with your brothers
and sisters in arms from all over the world. Being
a KFOR Soldier is an exciting adventure and an
amazing opportunity for the men and women
serving in Kosovo. The bond we are able to create
between us is the key to achieve and accomplish
our objectives. I have a final consideration to share
with you, regarding my role as CSM. A scenario
where I am successful without your support does
not exist. It just doesn’t. I know there are countless
aspects of the lives and challenges of KFOR
personnel that I might be blind to, and I need you
to speak up to make me aware of them. As One We
Progress is the motto of KFOR XXV. That means we
can move forward in our endeavour only if we stay
strong together. That means we have to take care
of each other every day. That means we have to
remain ready and resilient. Be proud of what you
have done, and welcome the upcoming challenges
as opportunities to grow. I look forward to working
with you all. AS ONE WE PROGRESS!
				Andrea Torre
				CSM
				Italian Army

The KFOR XXIV Yearbook is now available to all

units throughout KFOR. This year’s edition is uniquely
trilingual, written in English, Albanian and Serbian.
You can also view the book online at https://jfcnaples.
nato.int/kfor/media-center/archive/year-book or by
scanning the QR code below.
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Contribute to
the Chronicle
Just send your photos to:
kforchronicle@hq.kfor.nato.int
by the 20th of the month explaining where you
took the photo and what equipment you used.
We will then select one of the submitted images
and publish it in the next edition of the Chronicle.
A the Chronicle T-Shirt is awarded each
month tio the winning photographer. You will be
immortalised in the KFOR Chronicle.
Is that not something to be proud of?

NATO Nations within KFOR Albania, Bulgaria, Canada, Croatia, Czech Republic, Denmark, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Italy, Lithuania,
Montenegro, North Macedonia, Poland, Romania, Slovenia, Turkey, United Kingdom, United States.
Non-NATO Nations Armenia, Austria, Finland, Ireland, Moldova, Sweden, Switzerland, Ukraine.
The Chronicle is produced and fully funded by HQ KFOR. It is published for KFOR soldiers and civilians in the area of responsibility. The contents are not necessarily the
official views of, or endorsed by, the coalition governments’ defence departments. Editorial content is edited, prepared and provided by the Internal Information Section
of HQ KFOR’s Public Affairs Office (PAO) in Pristina, Kosovo. PAO HQ KFOR reserves
the right to edit content to conform to style and space requirements. Articles are run on a space-available basis. Articles appearing in the Chronicle may be duplicated in
official NATO publications subject to KFOR PAO authorisation.
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