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STORY OF THE MONTH

BOMB SEEKERS 1
T
wo months ago in the June edition of the
Chronicle I wrote about KFOR Military Working
Dogs trained to detect explosives. Now, clever and
all as dogs are, the truth is they might as well be
searching for an old pair of socks. They are unaware
that the substance they are trained to detect could
blow them to smithereens. So, what kind of man,
(I am tempted to say ‘lunatic’) goes out to detect and
potentially disarm an explosive device knowing full
well that it could blow him to smithereens? It was
time to find out.In late July, in a hot dusty quarry I
met Oliver, an Austrian Explosive Ordnance Disposal
(EOD) Specialist. OK, he didn’t look like a lunatic,he looked kind of normal. He told me he joined the
Austrian Armed Forces in 1996 and has been working
in EOD since 2007. He was working as team leader
of the Austrian EOD detachment in KFOR, but back
home he was a member of the 1st Engineer Battalion
7th Infantry Brigade based in southern Austria. As
he explained all this, I thought to myself ‘he doesn’t
sound like a lunatic’.
We were in a hot dusty quarry in Kosovo because
in this exercise scenario, someone had reported
the presence of an Unexploded Ordnance (UXO)
I watched Oliver don his kit, having dispatched a
security element to secure the area and prevent
anyone from entering the danger zone. He then
briefed his colleague Sepp on his intended route and
course of action. Armed with a Ceia mine detector
and a backpack of other equipment, Oliver set off
down the long dusty track into the quarry, sweeping

the Ceia detector in a wide deliberate arc in front
of him. On discovering the device (an unexploded
RPG rocket), he assessed his plan of action. Where
to dig a hole? Where to position himself? His plan
clear, he relayed it to Sepp and began to dig a hole a
few meters away from the device. He then attached
a chord to the device and positioned himself behind
some boulders, and laying flat, gently, very gently,
pulled the device into the hole. While he was doing
this I talked with Sepp, another experienced EOD
operator. He explained that in Kosovo the main
threat is UXO. I asked him about keeping their
skills levels up to date regarding IED’s. He explained
they are regularly in touch with EOD teams from
other countries including my own country Ireland.
The sharing of info and trends is well established.
I returned my attention to Oliver as he made his
way back to the device and placed a charge next
to it before retreating. Once in a safe position, he
detonated the device. Sweaty from his exertions,
Oliver explained that with a shaped charged device,
like an RPG round, it was important to place it in a
hole to limit the blast radius as much as possible.
I reflected on my thoughts that only ‘lunatics’ would
make a living disarming explosive devices. These were
not lunatics. Far from it. As an infantry soldier I get
adrenalin and aggression. I understand it’s what’s
needed to get you out of a sticky situation. But as an
EOD operator the exact opposite is called for. Oliver
and Sepp were cool, calm, clever, collected guys.
Maybe I was the lunatic? Ouch!
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Austrian EOD operator Oliver
makes his way carefully to the
site of an UXO, sweeping a Ceia
mine detector in front of him.
Where there is one, there may
be more.When dealing with a
suspected IED Oliver would have
to don his Garant Bomb Disposal
Suit which weighs 38 KG and the
Helmet which weighs 12 KG.

Nothing is rushed in EOD. In this
picture you can see the chord/
rope leading to the UXO. From
this position, like everything else,
planned in advance, the operator
can safely move the UXO into
the crater he has made. He is
also indicating to me to move
back along the track that he has
already cleared. I gladly obliged!.

It’s not always an exercise. Oliver
with members of the Kosovo
Police having recovered an UXO
following a call out. A great deal
of unexploded ordnance can
last for decades in the ground.
Munitions are still discovered
quite regularly dating back to
WW1

It takes a lot of preparation
and planning to conduct UXO
Disposal safely. It also takes a lot
of equipment, which is checked
before departure.There is little
point trekking into an UXO
using a Ceia only to discover the
batteries have run out half way in.
Nothing is left to chance.
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BOMB SEEKERS 2
T
he Swiss Contingent really punches above its
weight, contributing a number of high value
specialist services to the KFOR Mission. Among
them is a highly professional and highly regarded
EOD Team. On Thursday 13 August I went along to
meet Mischa, a Captain with his EOD Team based in
Camp Film City. He has twenty years’ service with
the Swiss Armed Forces, sixteen with the Military
Police and four as an Explosive Ordnance Disposal
Officer. He told me that after sixteen years as an MP,
it was time for another challenge. To say the role of
an EOD Officer can be challenging is the definition
of ‘understatement’! Between the Austrian and
Swiss EOD Teams they provide KFOR a 24/7 Force
Protection measure. Mischa also informs me they
have developed a good working relationship with
the Kosovo Security Force EOD who act as first
responder for UXO disposal. “We also monitor their
procedures and provide advice”. In writing on EOD
Teams, a constant theme I have come across is the
sharing of information and training. This is echoed
by Mischa, “we have very close relationships with EOD
Teams in Germany, Austria and Belgium among others.
We have undergone advanced IED Training with them,
and some training courses can last over a year”. IED’s
are constantly evolving and countering them also has
to evolve. Certain types of IED’s are in use in some

countries, while a completely different type may be in
use in another. Keeping abreast of developments and
trends is essential to minimize risk in this business,
no matter how experienced you are. In Kosovo, the
main threat is from UXO’s, but the Swiss team are
equipped and prepared for all eventualities. An array
of sophisticated equipment adorns the inside of Swiss
EOD Duro III P Truck, including the large tEODor
Robot. They are also equipped with an Eagle IV, also
well kitted out with a smaller Packbot robot. The
tEODor can inspect a suspect device, and using its
claw arm open doors and windows etc. It can also be
equipped with a number of systems that may disarm
an IED. The last resort is to send in men like Mischa,
but sometimes that is done too. As he dons the 25kg
‘bomb suit’ and 15kg helmet, I am more than aware
that I am sweating next to him in my light weight
summer uniform. I can’t imagine what it must be like
to work and concentrate while wearing that suit.
Again, I am struck by the mentality of these Bomb
Disposal Officers. They are made of different metal to
me. There is no escape for the adrenalin that surely
must rush through their veins as they approach a
suspect device. Everything is slow, methodical, planned
and deliberate. I don’t think they get excited easily,
they are very matter of fact – what’s the problem, and
what’s the safest way to fix it? Simple!
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Mischa’s colleague Ike, checks all
is ok with the bomb suit.Weighing
about 25/30 kg an assistant
is needed to dress the EOD
Officer. No point finding after ten
minutes a strap or buckle digging
into your ribs.Winter or Summer,
it must be tough working in that
suit.

The tEODor Robot is a highly
versatile piece of kit that can
be used to make an initial
inspection of a suspected IED.
In this exercise the claw arm is
opening the door of a suspicious
abandoned vehicle.

From the Command Vehicle the
EOD Officer can observe the
live feed from tEODor, without
putting himself or the crew in
unnecessary danger. Based on
his assessment, he may be able
to resolve the situation using
tEODor, or he may have to
investigate further himself.

‘The Long Walk’.That’s what it’s
called when an EOD Officer has
to approach a suspected IED. I’ve
seen written, the one advantage
an EOD Officer has is that at
least when they work they never
have a superior officer looking
over their shoulder!
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BOMB SEEKERS 3
A

s I headed off to meet the Ukrainian EOD
Team, my colleague U.S. Army Spc. Miguel Ruiz
headed over to his fellow countrymen based in Camp
Bondsteel to meet the US EOD team. This is his story.
In accordance with the United Nations Security
Council Resolution 1244 NATO partners and allies
have combined military resources, including explosive
ordnance disposal teams, in ensuring the safety and
security and freedom of movement of all the people
of Kosovo. The Kosovo Force Regional Command
East’s Task Force EOD, who is organic to the U.S.
Army’s 720th EOD, work year round to expose of old
remnants of war and unexploded ordnance (UXO).
Three teams within TF EOD, who represent the
27th iteration of U.S.-led EOD teams in Kosovo,
have responded to 68 unique calls of UXO, disposed
of over 100 individual pieces of ordnance, and
have cleared of UXO 20 helicopter landing zones
throughout Kosovo since their arrival in March.
“Anytime we are able to remove explosives from Kosovo is
a great feeling because it means the people of Kosovo can

go about their daily lives as usual,” said U.S. Army 1st Lt.
Michael Villahermosa, TF EOD’s commander.
“We are excited to be here and look forward to
supporting the people of Kosovo and local organizations.”
Consistent with KFOR’s overall cooperation with
institutions in Kosovo, TF EOD routinely works
alongside the Kosovo Police and the Kosovo Security
Force’s EOD teams.
In a statement made earlier this year following TF
EOD’s response to reports of UXO in northern
Kosovo, U.S. Army Staff Sgt. Zachary Valentine said
he and his team members worked alongside local
authorities to safely intercept and remove the UXO
from the populated community areas. “We maintain
a good working relationship with the Kosovo Police,”
said Valentine. “We have worked together on multiple
occasions and continue to cooperate in ensuring a safe
environment for the people of Kosovo.” 24 hours a day
and throughout the year TF EOD members remain
trained and ready to respond to all calls of UXO
throughout Kosovo.
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BOMB SEEKERS 4
S
o, having spent time with the Austrian and Swiss
EOD Teams, my last port of call was to the
Ukrainian EOD Team based in Camp Novo Selo.
Thinking of one word descriptions for the EOD
guys I met, calm, sensible, methodical, logical, and
professional all spring to mind. Another word is
‘modest’; - they are all very modest guys, but perhaps
none more so than Company Sergeant Yevhen. He is
one of the most unassuming modest guys I have met.
As I spoke with the team leader Serhii,Yevhen was in
the background, quietly getting the I-Robot ready for
a demonstration. Serhii told me he is from Western
Ukraine, very close to the Polish Border. He is five
years in the military and has completed a six month
deployment to Eastern Ukraine, near Donbass. This is
his first overseas deployment, and the whole team is
enthusiastic about serving with KFOR. They are really

looking forward to working and training with the
other EOD Teams. I watch as Yevhen expertly deploys
the I-Robot to a suspicious vehicle, and monitor the
live feed which detects an explosive near the car.
When I eventually get to chat with him, through a
Ukrainian Liaison Officer,Vasyl, I learn he has seven
years in the military. He has deployed to Eastern
Ukraine eight times covering a period of about two
years. During those deployments,Yevhen has been
involved in de-mining, removing about 2,000 mines,
both anti-tank and anti-personnel. Working through
Vasyl,Yevhen says “every day, I thought it is my last day”.
I try to imagine such persistent stress, not only for
him, but also his family. I ask about fear. “Yes, there was
fear, but fear is good. It keeps you careful”.
Comdt. Brian Lynch,
OF-3 IRL Army

Throughout this story I have referred many
times to the ‘mentality’ of EOD Officers. It
is certainly a job I am not cut out for – few
are, I imagine.This iconic photograph really
encapsulates what I have been talking about.
Taken in 1970’s Belfast, an EOD officer takes
the ‘Long Walk’ to a van bomb.The robot
has already opened the boot so he knows
it’s a bomb. On the left is a sign on the wall
‘Prepare to Meet Thy God’, not exactly a
confidence boosting message for the EOD
Officer as he made that ‘Long Walk’ – alone
as always.
Sadly, during ‘The Troubles’ in Northern
Ireland, 23 British ATO bomb disposal
specialists were killed in action.
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FROM THE FIELD

SAFE RETURN TO KINDERGARTEN

specialized team of the Italian Army sanitized
the “Nena Kabrini” kindergarten in Prizren,
in the overall framework of KFOR’s contribution
to the local response to Covid19. All classrooms
and common areas in the facility were disinfected
by Italian Soldiers by means of special equipment
including nebulizers and appropriate active substances.
The kindergarten was established in 2002 by Caritas
Italy and is currently hosting 130 children of all
ethnicities and religious faiths coming from families

A

in need. Thanks to the generous aid provided by
KFOR Regional Command West, the facility will be
able to comply with the Government’s regulations on
Covid19 concerning schools.
Through dedicated Civil-Military cooperation teams
and personnel, KFOR and its units are impartially
contributing to support institutions and organizations
that operate in the fields of education, health and
social care to the benefit of the young generations of
Kosovo.

BACK TO SCHOOL

WELL DONE MSU!

T

here were no shortage of volunteers and the US
led Command sprang into action to help the local
community conduct a cleanup in Elena Gjika School
in the small town of Tuneli i Pare/Prvi Tunel near
Mitrovica Armed with tools to carry out the job, the
soldiers worked alongside students, and between them
they completed a worthy task. KFOR continuously
tries to support institutions and communities in
Kosovo, maintaining positive relations. Needless to
say all Covid-19 protocols were observed during the
cleanup.
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I

talian Carabinieri belonging to KFOR’s MSU were
presented by the Kosovo Police Regional Direction
of South Mitrovica a certificate of appreciation for
their proactive contribution in the prompt conclusion
of a criminal case. The Carabinieri rescued a women
who had escaped from a kidnapping, and called for the
Kosovo Police intervention.
The Italian servicemen subsequently supported the
local investigation that – also thanks to the Italian
Embassy – led to the arrest of the alleged kidnapper,
an Italo-Kosovar citizen.

MARCH ON

T

he DANCON march was held at Camp Novo
Selo with 250 participants from 7 different
nations. The DANCON march is a well-known
tradition in NATO, as it goes back to 1972 when the
Royal Danish Army was deployed in Cyprus. Since
then, the march has been held a number of times in
different missions, for example in Afghanistan, Iraq
and Kosovo. The Danish contingent invites allies to
participate in an event with the intention to socialize
and build cohesion between nations. The July 2020
march was a special one. Due to COVID-19 it could
not be the great socialising event it is known for,
as the Danes had to enforce certain precautions
in order to keep the march safe. Instead of the

usual joint start, a solution involving heats based
on nations made sure that the starting area along
with the route itself was not too overcrowded.
Furthermore the usual competition awarding the
top 3 finishing participants was canceled, to avoid
any larger gatherings at the finishing area. The march
took place in the beautiful hilly terrain northeast of
Novo Selo, with the opportunity to choose between
a 17 and 27 km route. Both routes ended with a
“victory lap” inside CNS. As usual some of the profits
will be donated to charity. This time it will go to
SOS Children’s Village based in Pristina. Despite the
changes due to COVID-19, the march was a great
success and offered a diversion from the daily routine.

TAKE FLIGHT

The KFOR Tactical Reserve Battalion recently
participated in heli-training with the Swiss Air
Force. This type of training is conducted regularly
in order for the manouver companies to practice
with different types of helicopters and to keep the
acquired knowledge up to date. Under the guidance
of the Swiss Air Force crew, the soldiers practiced
safe approach to the helicopter and safe stowage of
equipment. Seating arrangements are an important
consideration, so that the detachment can embark

and disembark the aircraft in the proper order so
the detachment commander can maintain command
and control of the detachment, and they can hit the
ground running. This drill is practicsed, first by talk
through walk through, and then at battle speed so it
becomes second nature.
As the KFOR Tactical Reserve Battalion, they may
be the first to be called upon, and can be deployed
anywhere in the area of operations to re-inforce and
support resident units.
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A STITCH IN TIME…

P

rofessional sewing machines and other tailoring
tools and equipment have been donated by KFOR
to the Non-Governmental Organization ‘Jeta’ (life,
in Albanian) based in Decane, to enable vocational
training courses in favour of female victims of genderbased violence or in distress.
The project has been funded by NATO and
implemented by Italian Soldiers of KFOR Regional
Command West. ‘Jeta’ was established in 2005 to
help women in need regardless of ethnicity, age and
religion, by providing professional training as cooks,
hairdressers and tailors. “Over the years, many women
have benefitted from the NGO’s activities, and we are
grateful for KFOR’s support”, said Jeta’s director Safete

Gacaferi, who is also advocating for the promotion of
women’s rights and conditions in Kosovo.
“The NATO-led operation is committed to assist those
institutions and organizations that protect women and
to promote their role in Kosovo, in accordance with the
spirit of UNSCR Resolution 1325 on Women, Peace
and Security”, stated Colonel Gianluca Figus, the
Commander of KFOR multinational unit operating in
Western Kosovo.
In this regard, last week a US-Army Liaison and
Monitoring Team belonging to KFOR Regional
Command East provided assistance to “My Home”,
a shelter for female victims of domestic violence
located in Ferizaj/Urosevac.

TIME TO TEACH

K

FOR Soldiers of RC-West delivered six electronic
interactive whiteboards, six video-projectors
and six laptops to the Schools of Strpce, in Southern
Kosovo. The NATO-funded project will improve the
capabilities of the local education system consisting
of six primary and middle schools, attended by 2,000
students belonging to four ethnic groups of Kosovo.
Italian and Polish Soldiers finalized the project, which
had been initiated by the KFOR Headquarters’ CivilMilitary Cooperation Team.
The inauguration took place at the “Staja Markovic”
11

School in Strpce, and was attended by the
Commander of KFOR Regional Command West,
Colonel Gianluca Figus, along with the principals of
the six schools that will benefit from the donation.
Many students also attended the inauguration and had
the opportunity to try out the new equipment.
Colonel Figus reaffirmed KFOR’s impartial
commitment to support all institutions in Kosovo
that work for coexistence and cooperation among all
ethnic groups, with special focus on the education of
young generations.

SNAPSHOTS

Italian Soldiers of KFOR
Regional Command West
relieve their Moldovan
comrades at guard posts
located inside the Special
Protection Zone of Decane.
The NATO led operation in
Kosovo acts as first security
responder for the VisokiDecane Monastery site,
which is a UNESCO World
Heritage Site, and is the only
religious site in Kosovo whose
protection is still under the
direct responsibility of KFOR.

Photos: OR-4 Luciano Savilli
ITA-Army

KFOR HQ reacted to two
urgent requests by Kosovo
Medical Institutions by
donating part of its reserve
stocks of anti-venom
immunoglobulin.
The role 2 military medical
facility encompasses a
set of military health care
capabilities essential to
preserve life, and stabilise
a patients’ condition. KFOR
continues to support
Institutions in Kosovo,
promoting stability and peace
to ensure a better future of
all communities.

Photos: OR-4 Francesco Garofalo
ITA-Army
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The new basketball court of
Plementina/Plemetin – shared
between “Pandeli Sotir” and
“Sveti Sava”primary schools
- was inaugurated today by
the two principals and local
authorities of Obiliq/Obilic
along with Swedish, US and
Swiss soldiers of KFOR.The
court was refurbished thanks
to a civil-military cooperation
project funded by NATO and
finalized by KFOR Regional
Command East, and will
benefit children belonging to
all communities living in the
area.

Photos: OR-4 Francesco Garofalo
ITA-Army

Slovenian Soldiers from
RC-West conduct individual
weapon training on the
range. Being proficient in
personal weapon handling
and shooting skills is a core
component of soldiering. One
soldier checks her target,
looking for a good tight group
of hits. Once that’s achieved,
she can adjust her sights
accordingly.

Photos: OR-4 Luciano Savilli
ITA-Army
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Italian and Moldovan Soldiers
from Papa Company RC-W
conduct Heli training as
part of their Crowd Riot
Control Response. Using
the Croatian Air Force Mi-8
they can be transported to
any trouble spot in the Area
of Operations. KFOR is a
credible force ensuring a safe
and secure environment for
all the people of Kosovo.

Photos: OR-4 Luciano Savilli
ITA-Army

RC-East soldiers performed
a foot patrol with the Kosovo
Police in the Municipality
of Kamenica to allow
engagements with citizens,
within the framework of an
enhanced common presence
in the area that was agreed
upon recently between the
NATO-led operation and the
Kosovo Police.

Photos: Spc. Miguel Ruiz
US Army
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TROOPS OF KFOR

WAVES OF POSITIVITY

I

have been in many places as a
soldier and peacekeeper. This
is my first time in Kosovo, and
the standout feature for me,
comparing this mission to others,
is the connection between KFOR
and the people of Kosovo. It is
understandable if many people take
it for granted, but my fresh eyes
find it quite remarkable. Nowhere
is this connection more evident,
than in the broadcasts from the
ever present, far reaching, Radio
KFOR.
The welcome I received from
Emina, the Station Manager at
Radio K4 was as warm and
welcoming as the new state of the
art facility Radio K4 has just moved
into. Emina has been with Radio
K4 from the very beginning, and
I wondered how things compare
between now and then, not so
much in terms of broadcasting
technology, but in terms of her
listeners, their attitudes and
expectations? “When Radio K4
started back in 1999 it was quite
difficult. People were hurt and upset.
From the very first day Radio K4’s
mission was to produce reliable
content that informs, educates,
entertains and engages all people
in Kosovo to care and respect each
other by sharing the values of a
common multi-ethnic culture.That
hasn’t changed, but I think there is a

strong desire for peace and prosperity
now.Young people in particular, want
to look forward, and contribute to a
bright future for all”.
On the technology side, Emina
told me they actually started
broadcasting from the back of
a truck, and the station was
initially called ‘Radio Galaxy’. How
times have changed; indeed how
Kosovo has changed. The new
Radio K4 studio is stunning. The
side by side mirror image studios
broadcast in Albanian and Serbian
throughout Kosovo, thanks to
their six transmitters. Emina is
justifiably proud of the station. Her
enthusiasm has not waned one bit
in twenty one years, as she boasts
about Radio K4’s presence on
social media, Facebook, Instagram,
and mobile apps for the station.
She hopes also, in the not too
distant future to introduce a ‘live
cam’ service so listeners can view
the studio discussion as well as
listen. They also on occasion take
Radio K4 on the road. Earlier
this year they conducted nine
roadshows in nine municipalities.
“It was a great success” she said.
“We had fantastic cross community
support, and that is what it’s all
about, being together, and enjoying
life. Not just co-existing – we aspire
for more than that”. One of the
highlights for Emina was a multi15

ethnic concert Radio K4 organised
in 2017, bringing together Albanian
and Serbian musical schools. “What
a night. I will never forget it.The
auditorium was packed. At the end,
all the pupils came together and sang
‘We are the World’. A few months
later, those kids themselves organised
to come to KFOR HQ and perform
for us.They were inspirational”.
Currently, Radio K4, keeping
true to its ethos, has given a
lot of air time to promoting
reliable accurate information
and education regarding the
Covid-19 pandemic. They also
support the campaign by Kosovo
Police and OSCE for victims of
domestic violence. In-between and
interspersed with all this are all the
latest tunes, current affairs, culture
and arts programmes.
Emina herself is quite inspirational.
She and her eighteen staff reflect
the tolerant, open, multi-ethnic
society they espouse. All the staff
I met were warm and welcoming,
and everyone one of them had a
smile on their face. This is a great
place to work, not because of the
new studio (though that helps) but
because of the people in it. If ever
you get a chance to visit – take it.

Comdt. Brian Lynch,
OF-3 IRL Army

Every weekday evening
broadcaster Vjosa
works in the Radio K4
Studio and leads a lively
interactive discussion
with her listeners.The
topics for discussion are
wide and varied, and
always interspersed
with the latest hits.

The state of the art
Radio K4 studio in
KFOR Headquarters
Camp Film City.
The studio affords a
beautiful view over the
city of Pristina. From
humble beginnings in
the back of a truck,
Radio K4 has grown
from strength to
strength.

Ivana in her studio. Any
radio station anywhere
in the world would be
delighted with such a
studio. Equipped with
Mirror Image studios,
Radio k4 broadcasts
simultaneous
programmes in both
Albanian and Serbian.
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I

t was a pleasure to meet
Sergeant Eric Weatherford of
Regional Command East’s Task
Force Aviation Medevac unit.
He doesn’t look like a Guardian
Angel, but if ever you are badly
hurt and need help, it may well be
Sergeant Eric Weatherford who
descends from the heavens to
save you. He tells me he hails from
Tennessee, and has been in the
Military for eleven years. “I started
with the Air Force, but transferred
to the Army National Guard three
years ago.” Why, I asked had he
transferred to the army? “In the
Airforce, I was an Emergency Medical
Technician on a fixed wing aircraft.
I didn’t get to practice my skills as
a medic as much as I needed. As a
member of the National Guard we
are regularly called out on search
and rescue missions.This, coupled
with my full time job as a firefighter
paramedic, allows me to maintain a
high standard of medical care.You
need ‘hands on’ real life experience”.
He showed me around the UH-60
Blackhawk helicopter which has
been specially adapted for Medevac
Missions. Besides the obvious red
cross emblem on the outside,

ANGEL IN DISGUISE
inside there are special racks to
secure casualties, and a bewildering
array of medical equipment. So
far during his tour of duty with
KFOR, Eric tells me they have
had three call outs, which without
going into details, he tells me
they all ended well “We provide
24/7 medevac cover for anywhere
in Kosovo.There is always a team
on immediate notice to move, and if
they are called out, a secondary team
automatically activates to immediate
notice to move. It is important that
soldiers know, that if things go wrong,
and people are injured, we will come
and get you”. We are joined at the
aircraft by Lt. John Wallace, one of
the two pilots that man a UH-60.
You can see the easy familiar
interaction between himself and
Eric, and why wouldn’t you? John
explains they are all from the
same unit back home in Tennessee,
so working together is second
nature. It means that when they
deploy overseas they can operate
as a well-oiled machine from the
get go. Teamwork and trust are
vital ingredients in this business.
If the terrain dictates a landing
is impossible, Eric can lower on
17

a winch to tend to a casualty. “I
detach from the winch to tend to
the casualty, and the heli circles
around until I’m ready to bring the
casualty up. So far, they have always
come back for me”, he says with a
smile. I ask him, after eleven years
as a paramedic, does it ever get
stale or mundane? His answer is
immediate; “Never.When that door
slides back, and the wind rushes in,
I still get a rush of adrenalin – every
time, it’s true”. I well believe it. Eric
and John and the rest of their crew
arrived in Kosovo in February this
year and will rotate back home
to Tennessee and their families
later this year. “Kosovo is a beautiful
country, and I really wish I had got to
see more of it. I have really enjoyed
this mission, and I’m proud of the part
we play”, said Eric. As we packed
up our gear to head back to Camp
Film City I reflected on the few
hours we had with the Task Force
Aviation Medevac Team. I had
heard about the famous ‘southern
hospitality’ in the United States. It’s
a real thing. Thanks for having us.
Comdt. Brian Lynch,
OF-3 IRL Army

Sergeant Eric Weatherfield,
Paramedic with RC-E
Task Force Aviation, stands
proudly next to their UH-60
‘Tennessee’. Eric and the Air
Medevac Team provide KFOR
with 24/7 medical evacuation
capability anywhere within
the Area of Responsibility.
Given his background as a
firefighter paramedic, Eric is
highly qualified in emergency
medical care.

The Sikorsky UH-60 is a
medium lift utility helicopter
with a speed of approx 150
knots (277 kph). It first
entered service with the US
Military in1979. It quickly
gained a reputation as a
tough reliable workhorse.
Currently there are more than
4,000 UH-60 Blackhawk
variants in service throughout
the world.

It is only when you are up
close to the UH-60 that
you realise it is quite a big
machine. As a utility aircraft
it is capable of transporting
up to ten fully equipped
soldiers. As a dedicated
Medevac helicopter there are
two casualty bays, as well as
room for additional upright
wounded.
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“TABLETOP EXERCISE” 2020

E

veryone knows soldiers spend a
lot of time in training exercises.
This is done to improve team
work, exercise command and
control, and ensure soldiers can
react effectively and efficiently in
real scenarios, from having spent
so much time rehearsing them.
The same is true for Headquarters
Staff, the men and women who give
that order to move, deploy or act.
They have to exercise and rehearse
too. KFOR HQ did just that on
13 August. The “Scenario Based
Discussion”, was a one-day training
roundtable wargame. Through
theoretical activities, all the KFOR
staff members had the opportunity

to interact and respond to the
injections of fictitious scenarios,
where the discussion procedure
aimed to create action and
reaction, with different simulated
events and incidents. The exercise
was conducted in tabletop mode,
with frequent injects of new
information designed to test the
most delicate aspects of crises
and conflict management, such
as political, military, economic
and social aspects, giving rise to
tensions of various kinds.
The Command Group, the JOC,
all the cells, the Advisors and
the Subordinate Commands, had
the opportunity to familiarize
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themselves with the response
process, identifying various triggers,
experiencing during six hour of
training via VTC, their ability to
respond in real time to potential
events that can lead to situations
of instability. The exercise was an
excellent opportunity to evaluate
the preparation of the KFOR HQ
staff and strengthen the cohesion
among the team, identifying all
areas where further refinements
are possible and determining new
guidelines that KFOR may need to
implement.
Lt.Col Paola Gori
ITA - Army

END OF AN ERA

F

riday 28 August 2020 marks the completion of
Norway’s contribution to the NATO-led KFOR
mission in Kosovo. Norway has been a highly valuable
contributor to KFOR since its launch in 1999. Special
Forces from the Norwegian Armed Forces’ Special
Command were among the very first troops to be
deployed to Kosovo.
They were tasked, among other assignments, to
secure the airport of the capital city Pristina and
create the conditions to allow for the deployment of
the core elements of KFOR. Thereafter, the National
Support Element was deployed, and beginning
in September, Norway provided a mechanized
infantry battalion with over 900 Soldiers. With
their headquarters outside Pristina, the Norwegian
Battalion was responsible for security in three
municipalities, within the framework of a UK-led
brigade. A Norwegian supply detachment was located
outside Skopje, in North Macedonia.
From April to October 2001, Norway was the lead
nation for KFOR’s fifth contingent and provided
a number of specialized support functions to the
headquarters. The Norwegian forces were at the
disposal of the Norwegian commander of KFOR,
appointed by NATO Headquarters. From the
Norwegian Battalion, an operational reserve force
of over 200 was formed. Task Force Viking was
separated from the main battalion and was at the
direct disposal of the KFOR Commander. The total
Norwegian force contribution during this period
was of around 1400 troops. The Norway House was
built in Camp Film City as a welfare house for the

Norwegian Battalion.
The Norwegian Air Force also contributed to this
NATO-led mission with helicopters and air personnel,
firstly in 2001 and then from 2004 to 2005. Norway
has contributed one Force Commander to KFOR,
Lieutenant General Thorstein Skiaker in 2001. After
Norway withdrew its maneuver forces, staff personnel
remained as a vital part of KFOR Headquarters.
Maj. Torbjorn Kristensen
SO Plans. KFOR HQ

LAST FAREWELL

On 28 August COM KFOR Major General Michele Risi
presided over a poignant ceremony to bid farwell to the
Norwegian contribution to the KFOR Mission.
In Camp Film City, as Major Kristensen saluted and
lowered the Norwegian flag for the last time, the KFOR
family bid a sincere thanks and last farewell.
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COMMANDER RC-E MEETS
MAYOR OF KAMENICA

RC-E MEETING WITH
CARITAS SWITZERLAND

ARMENIAN ROTATION

RECOGNITION

The Commander of RC-East, Col. Eric Riley, met with
the Mayor of Kamenica Mr. Qendron Kastrati. The
meeting was part of regular contacts held between
KFOR personnel and local authorities in Kosovo. Col.
Riley and Mr. Kastrati exchanged views on an array
of issues of mutual interest, including on security in
the area. Col. Riley reaffirmed KFOR’s commitment
to continue strengthening its enduring and impartial
efforts to help ensuring that the local situation is of
benefit to all citizens living in the municipality. KFOR
troops will continue their regular patrolling in the
whole area, in close coordination with the Kosovo
Police and other security organizations. The impact of
the Covid19 pandemic on Kamenica’s communities
was also discussed, as KFOR is supporting the
Institutions in Kosovo at all levels in responding to
this emergency.

DCOM KFOR Brigadier General Michaud presided
over the ceremony to mark the end of the 31st
Armenian Contingent tour of duty with KFOR.
“You have fulfilled your task of securing the mission
essential Military Airport Slatina, and you have
my gratitude”. BG Michaud welcomed the new
Armenian Contingent under the command of Captain
Matevosyan as they step into the footprints of their
predecessors, saying he looked forward to working
with them in the future.
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KFOR Regional Command East senior leaders
met with the deputy country director of Caritas
Switzerland for Kosovo to discuss peacekeeping and
economic development efforts for all communities.
The meeting is one of dozens of religious leader
engagements that Lt. Col. Jacob Scott, KFOR Regional
Command East Chaplain, has conducted with NGOs
and religious leaders to promote interreligious
dialogues to support religious freedom throughout all
of the communities in Kosovo.
Senior leaders often attend the Chaplain’s religious
leader engagements in order to establish a working
relationship with organizations. Regional Command
East Unit Ministry teams have continued to engage
a wide variety of religious leaders at the local and
regional level while paying special attention to the
preventive health guidelines in Kosovo.

Warrant Officer OR-9 Giuseppe Gigliola was
presented a Letter of Commendation by COMKFOR
Major General Michele Risi. Guiseppe is the CIMIC
Team Leader in the MSU. His commendation for his
leadership, devotion, and commitment concludes
“he has been an excellent ambassador for KFOR, for his
country, and the Italian Carabinieri. I would be extremely
proud to serve with him in any future Multinational
Mission”. Giuseppe concludes his mission at the
beginning of September.

PROFILES
Major Justin SCHMIDT-CLEVER was born in Toronto, Canada. He joined the Armed Forces in 1987. In the
past 33 years he has served across Canada and overseas. Justin deployed to Kosovo in May 2020, and works
in the Joint Logistics Operations Centre (JLSG). His role includes JOC LNO supporting Transportation,
Engineering, Explosive Ordnance Disposal and Freedom of Movement Detachment activities, and assisting
with some contingent rotations. In addition to his service in KFOR and Canada, Justin has served with the
United Nations Stabilization Mission in Haiti, as well as bilateral training for Caribbean nations and the African
Union though the Military Training Assistance Program. He is a senior Logistics
Officer, specializing in Dangerous Goods, Transportation and Food Services. As a
result of working with many KFOR organizations, he is a very recognizable face
in KFOR HQ. He has received advanced training in Logistics from the United
Nations. At home he is Vice-President of the Ottawa Chapter of Peacekeeping
Veterans. He is also an Amateur Radio Operator, and licenced pilot. With his
cheerful nature and booming voice, Major Justin Schmidt-Clever has proven
himself an able representative for JLSG, KFOR and Canada.
Name: Justin Schmidt-Clever
Rank: OF-3 / Country Canada
Appointment: Deputy Chief JLOC KFOR
First Lieutenant Vitalii BIHUS was born in 1995 in Horostkiv, Ukraine (500km West of Kiev). In 2012, joined
the Armed Forces and entered the National Academy of the Land Forces. In 2017, he received a Master’s in
Military Engineering. After graduating he served with the Military Engineers, in joint operations in the Donetsk
Region. In the past three he has been involved in numerous international exercises in Ukraine with NATO
countries.Vitalii arrived in Kosovo in June 2020, with the Ukrainian Engineers,
which form the core of KFOR’s Joint Logistics Support Group, Freedom of
Movement Detachment # 1 based in Camp Novo Selo. Since his arrival he has
been employed as FOMD Commander for training rehearsals, and has devoted
himself to improving the personal and professional skills of his soldiers and
developed their ability to respond to KFORs military mission. When he returns
home First Lieutenant BIHUS plans to attend the National Defense University
of Ukraine for advanced training.
Name: Justin Vitalii Bihus
Rank: OF-1 / Country Ukraine
Appointment: FOMD Commander
Antimo Femiano OR-4 of the Italian Army was born in November 1978 in S. Antimo, a small village in the
province of Naples. He has always had the desire to wear the uniform, and after trying many competitions,
he managed to become a soldier in the Italian Army. His career began in the 85th Regiment in Montorio
Veronese. Later he was transferred to the 5th Artillery Regiment (Rocket Launcher) “Superga” where he
specialized as a multiple rocket launcher attaché on the MLRS “I” weapon system, one of the most advanced
weapon systems of the Italian Army. Over the years, with his experience and hard work, he has managed to
become MLRS piece chief, enriching his experience more and more.
He is the father of two children, Carlotta and Massimiliano, who are very proud
of their Dad. He has participated in six missions abroad, including Albania,
Kosovo and Afghanistan. The experience in Afghanistan was probably the most
formative, both from a professional and human point of view.
This is his second tour in Kosovo. In the first he was part of the liaison and
monitoring team (LMT), where he had the opportunity to visit several villages.
Today he is with the “Papa Coy” as an operator.
Name: Antimo Femiano / Italy
Rank: OR-4 / Corporal
Appointment: RC-W / PAPA COY
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Contribute to
the KFOR Chronicle!
Just send your photos to:

kforchronicle@hq.kfor.nato.int
by the 20th of the month explaining where you
took the photo and what equipment you used.
We will then select one of the submitted images
and publish it in the next edition of the Chronicle.
A KFOR Chronicle T-Shirt is awarded each
month to the winning photographer. You will be
immortalised in the KFOR Chronicle!
Is that not something to be proud of?
Sincerely,
The Chronicle Team.

“Formation Flying”

Photo: OF-2 Adam Wehrle (US Army)
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