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STORY OF THE MONTH

Members of an Italian MSU
CIMIC Team deliver toys to
a family. Children the world
over are the same.The joy of
receiving a gift is universal.
While large CIMIC projects
may get the attention – going
unnoticed (except by those
directly involved) KFOR
soldiers extend a helping hand
almost on a daily basis.

A HELPING HAND
C
ivil Military Cooperation (CIMIC) has never been so
important to KFOR. As the Covid -19 pandemic enters
into the second half of 2020 it is all too clear that its
impact is felt not only by those who have been ill with the
virus, and sadly by the families of those who have lost their
lives to the virus, but by the whole of society. Every aspect
of everyday life has been impacted. Of course conflict itself
has the same disruptive and destructive effect on everyday
life, and the effects are still felt long after the conflict has
ended. KFOR, largely, though not exclusively, through its
CIMIC and Liaison Monitoring Teams (LMTs) has and
continues to play its part to support the communities and
institutions of Kosovo.
NATO, as part of its ‘comprehensive approach’, recognised
the operating environment involves complex and
interlinked areas such as ethnic, religious, ideological
and technological issues – issues that the military alone
was ill equipped to solve.There was a need for civilmilitary cooperation to try and address this and minimize
these effects on operations and on local populations.
CIMIC is now well established in NATO Doctrine and
many member states have schools of excellence in Civil

Military Cooperation. A Helping Hand is a set of stories
demonstrating how the soldiers of KFOR offer solidarity
and assistance to all the communities we interact with.
Working with those communities, NGO’s, local and
national institutions, NATO and KFOR try to play their part
in rebuilding everyday lives. Notwithstanding the military
logic of assisting civil society, every soldier is a son or
daughter, father or mother, and on a human level, there is
a desire to help people.
Outside of the formal NATO/KFOR funded projects, I
know there are a thousand small acts of a helping hand
conducted by units and individual soldiers every day.These
acts that often go unrecorded, can have a profound and
positive effect on an individual or family and should not
be underestimated.The formal projects can have a much
larger effect, on whole communities, and more importantly
across communities, mainly through funding but also
because of the collaboration with NGO’s and local leaders.
Thus far in 2020, KFOR CIMIC has spent €120,000 on
eleven different projects throughout KOSOVO, with more
in the pipeline. So the following is just a sample of KFOR
extending that helping hand.
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“United we Stand”. KFOR soldiers
and members of Basketball
Club Trepca in South Mitrovica.
The aim of the club is to bring
different communities together in
friendship and sport. NATO and
KFOR were delighted to lend a
helping hand in furthering this
goal.

All eyes on the ball. Sport,
particularly aerobic sport
contributes greatly to physical and
mental wellbeing.Team sports
encourage teamwork and respect
for your opponent. These are
values and attitudes that serve us
well on and off the sports ground,
and throughout our lives.The
connections and friendships made
can last a lifetime too.

Major Bogdan Grecu is the
CIMIC Liaison Officer based in
KFOR HQ. As such most project
proposals go through his office.
“I am very mindful that KFOR is
an impartial actor and must be
seen as an impartial actor by all
communities in Kosovo. So far
this year KFOR CIMIC have lent
a helping hand to eleven projects
throughout Kosovo, and within
our capabilities we would like to
complete more projects in 2020”.
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A HELPING HAND -1
A

n excellent example of civil-military cooperation
occurred recently in Mitrovica. Funded by NATO,
and implemented by KFOR CIMIC for the benefit
of all communities in the area. For KFOR it’s not so
much about the basketball, but more about the aims
of the club - bringing communities together, and the
positive consequences of that for wider society. For
the kids, it pretty much is about the basketball, and
judging by the skill levels on display, perhaps the added
bonus of a future star or two in the making.
Twenty four professional basketballs and forty-eight
sets consisting of shirt, jersey and trousers were
donated by KFOR to Basketball Club KB Trepca in
South Mitrovica.
The club’s mission is to bring together children
and youth groups of different Kosovo ethnicities to
socialize through basketball training and competitions.
Basketball is very popular in Kosovo and KB Trepca
programmes involve 2000 girls and boys aged
between 10 and 18. KFOR will contribute to the
club’s activities, which also include specific courses
for young people belonging to the Roma, Ashkali and
Egyptian communities living in the region.
“KFOR is committed to foster inter-ethnic coexistence

and has included the donation in its initiatives to assist
local institutions and organizations”, stated US Army
Colonel Noel Hoback, KFOR Regional Command
East’s Deputy Commander. The project was funded by
NATO and implemented by the KFOR Civil-Military
Cooperation branch, in close cooperation with the
US-led Regional Command East.
“We are very grateful to KFOR. Our mission is to engage
children and youth groups of different ethnicities through
basketball training programs, sessions, conditioning drills
and competitions.These activities allow young generations
to exercise, socialize and develop skills that will be useful
throughout their lives. KFOR donation will bring us closer
to our goal”, declared Naim Hajrizi, the director of
Basketball Club Trepca. The delivery took place at
South Mitrovica Sport Hall, where 24 girls and 24
boys were handed-over a set by KFOR soldiers, whilst
taking preventive measures against COVID -19. A
three on three tournament with the new equipment
concluded the event. “Due to COVID19 I had to train
outdoor and am now looking forward to the new regular
season, which will benefit from KFOR’s donation”, said
Melisa, a Club KB Trepca young member who plays in
the women’s league.
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A HELPING HAND -2
K
FOR is committed to support
Institutions and Organizations
that help victims of gender-based
violence. A helping hand was
offered to the regional shelter that
was inaugurated in Zubin Potok
last 30th of June, by installing a
security system with surveillance
cameras, and at the end of July,
a US - led all female Liaison
Monitoring Team (LMT) from
RC-E delivered boxes of feminine
hygiene products, blankets, snacks
and clothes, as they greeted the
women of the Ferizaj/Urosovac
Center for Protection of Women
and Children. The first regional
shelter for survivors of genderbased violence was inaugurated in
and will serve the municipalities
of Leposavić/Leposaviq, North
Mitrovica, Zvečan/Zveçan and
Zubin Potok.
The project represents a critical
and sustainable step forward in
addressing gender-based violence
in the region.
„
“Many hands make light work .
The United Nations Mission in
Kosovo, (UNMIK) supported the
refurbishment of the premises
to accommodate and protect up
to 20 occupants, and provided
support for the construction
of a workshop and greenhouse
facilities. These will be central to
the therapeutic and economic
empowerment activities of the
shelter. In order to reinforce the
physical security provided by the
municipalities, KFOR donated and

installed a sophisticated security
camera system to improve the
safety and wellbeing of residents.
Other partners provided financial
support and have pledged to
support the municipalities’ efforts.
The inauguration was attended
by North Mitrovica Principal
Executive Officer Adrijana Hodžić
along with the Mayor of Zubin
Potok, the Heads of UNMIK and
OSCE and Brigadier General Larry
Henry, KFOR Chief of Staff.
Hodžić reflected on the power of
cooperation and coordination in
achieving these results.
“Local governments finally decided
to institutionally fight domestic
violence.Things will not change
overnight, but together, if the judiciary,
the prosecutor’s office, centers
for social welfare, police and local
self-government all work together,
eventually we will reach the goal
of fewer victims,” she said, before
thanking KFOR for the support
provided with regard to security.
Meanwhile, 2nd Lt. Teresa Smalls,
and her all female LMT gave
a helping hand to the Ferizaj/
Urosovac Center for Protection of
Women and Children.
“We met with the women’s shelter
in order to get an update of the
picture of domestic violence in the
municipality. Being an all-female team
is an extremely rare thing and allows
us to reach certain demographics in
Kosovo that other teams cannot.”
The Center for Protection of
Women and Children, also known
6

as “My Home” has a mission
to create an environment for the
promotion of women‘s rights in
Kosovo, to improve health, wellbeing for women and children in
the Ferizaj region regardless of
race, age, gender and religion.
Their visit followed a mass
donation of bedding and linens to
the shelter and other surrounding
schools in the municipality earlier
in the month. The donation was led
by Army Support Group Balkans
and supported by US-led KFOR
Regional Command East.
Sevdije Kasumi Banjku, the
domestic violence shelter manager
said the shelter is currently
advocating for a public building to
ensure the safety of the shelter’s
victims.
The LMTs help by continuing
to address the issue to the
municipality to ensure a public
location. Banjku, recognized that
one of their primary missions is
to bring awareness to the citizens
in the municipality of domestic
violence especially during the
pandemic. Many countries in the
World have reported a rise in
incidences of domestic violence
during the pandemic.
Brigadier General Henry
expressed his satisfaction with the
partnership with the Institutions
in Kosovo and the International
Community and reaffirmed KFOR’s
commitment for a safe and secure
environment to the benefit of all
citizens of Kosovo.

A HELPING HAND - 3
T
here is no escaping the fact that Covid -19 has
had a disruptive and sometimes devastating
effect on everyday lives. Working in cooperation with
Kosovo Institutions, KFOR gladly extended a helping
hand in the fight against this pandemic.
Pristina, 03 July – A second delivery of Personal
Protection Equipment to Medical Facilities and
other Institutions in Kosovo was performed by
KFOR in the last two weeks in support to the local
response to the COVID -19 pandemic. After the
first donation that took place last April, Soldiers
of the NATO-led Kosovo Force again delivered
thousands of face masks and shields, gloves, infrared
contactless thermometers, Isolation clothing and
antiseptic hand cleansing dispensers. This second
initiative was also funded by NATO and is part of the
overall commitment of the Alliance in support of its
operations and of its member countries and partners.
KFOR Liaison and Monitoring Teams along with
Civil-Military Cooperation Teams donated Personal
Protection Equipment to Institutions and communities
throughout Kosovo. Deliveries were coordinated by
KFOR Headquarters in close coordination with its
Regional Commands East and West, respectively led

by the US and Italy, which liaised with local Medical
facilities and the Kosovo Police in their respective
areas of operations, to assess priorities and needs.
Hospitals, Family Health Centers, Clinics, Kosovo
Police Units and Minorities Kosovo-wide could
benefit from KFOR’s impartial contribution to their
daily efforts in response to COVID -19.
Major General Michele Risi, the Commander of
KFOR, highlighted the continuous support provided
to the Institutions in Kosovo: “Since the beginning
of the COVID-19 emergency the cooperation with the
Ministries of Health and Internal Affairs has been very
effective. KFOR is committed to help those medical and
police staff that work every day on the frontline against
COVID -19 to the benefit of all citizens of Kosovo”.
KFOR’s ability to contribute to a safe and secure
environment and freedom of movement has not been
undermined by COVID -19, and about 3,500 Soldiers
from 27 Nations are regularly performing their
operations whilst implementing prudent and robust
measures to limit the virus’ spread and minimize risks
for its members and for the communities they serve,
in accordance with the guidelines of the World Health
Organization.
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Turkish soldiers of KFOR were
responsible for the delivery of this
much needed PPE to a health
centre in Djakova.

Italian soldiers of RC-W deliver
PPE to Kosovo police. It is
important that government
institutions continue to function
during the Covid-19 pandemic.

Swiss and Italian soldiers make
a delivery of Medical Supplies
to a local medical facility. NATO
recently funded a second delivery
medical supplies, distributed by
KFOR as together we lend a
helping to combat Covid-19.

Before any deliveries took place
LMT’s assess the requirements
in each area to ensure what is
needed is what is delivered. Such
assessments are a vital part
of the groundwork to ensure a
smooth and efficient delivery of
PPE.
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FROM THE FIELD

PATROLLING THE ABL

I

talian soldiers from Regional Command West
conduct a patrol along the challenging environment
of the Administrative Boundary Line (ABL) The
importance of the ABL is depicted by the Military
Technical Agreement which was signed on 09 June
1999. The provisions of the treaty were built into
United Nations Security Council Resolution 1244,
which was passed the following day, June 10, 1999, and
which has remained the international framework for
Kosovo to this day.
In the Agreement on Temporary Operating
Procedures for Cooperation and Coordination

astride the Kosovo Administrative Boundary from 17
Aug 2001, the boundary was officially named “Kosovo
Administrative Boundary”. It became known as the
ABL. It is a reference line, established for military
purpose and it has nothing to do with official current
or future borders. KFOR does not deal with border
issues or any other issue related to the current
political discussion. KFOR troops regularly conduct
coordinated patrols along the ABL as part of its
mandate, guaranteeing a safe and secure environment
and freedom of movement for all communities in
Kosovo.

CONVOY DRILLS

T

he KTRBN always keep themselves busy. As the
KFOR Tactical Reserve Battalion they are ready to
deploy and react to any situation. As such they must
be ready to deploy to any location within the Area
of Operations. They are well practiced in Heli Drills,
so it was time to revisit the basics – convoy drills.
Good Planning, Clear Orders, and rehearse, rehearse,
rehearse are the key to the successful execution of
a convoy. One of the most important parts of the
rehearsal is the ‘actions on’ part. What to do if…
There are so many variables that can impact the

successful execution of a convoy, from the mundane
- a break down, a crash, or getting separated, to the
more sinister, an attack, an explosion, or encountering
a hostile crowd. To mitigate this, route selection,
alternate routes, escape routes, report lines, and
control points as well as communication blackspots
are all considered in the planning process. The
KTRBN, as always put a great deal of realism into
their exercises, ensuring if or when they encounter a
situation everyone knows the part they have to play
and they swing into action like a well-oiled machine.
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FROM THE FIELD

AID TO MINORITIES

S

lovenian Armed Forces Master Sgt. Niko Rudolf
delivers personal protective equipment to a
Roma community July 2, 2020, in the northern
region of Kosovo. Rudolf, a member of the Kosovo
Force Regional-Command East, is the newest patrol
leader within RC-E’s Liaison Monitoring Team “Kilo
6”. Rudolf said he aims to maintain the constructive
relationships his predecessors helped to mold.
“Kilo 6 was successful in establishing constructive links
between RC-E and the local population in our area of
responsibility,” said Rudolf. “I look forward to building
upon their success and ensuring the safety and security of

all the people in Kosovo.” Liaison monitoring teams are
charged with supporting RC-E situational awareness
and communication campaigns by working alongside
local community authorities and non-government
organizations. Amid the region’s ongoing response
to COVID -19, RC-E troops continue to support all
the people of Kosovo while adhering to preventative
measures like wearing PPE. KFOR is a NATOled multinational mission to provide freedom of
movement and safety and security to all the people
of Kosovo in accordance with the United Nations
Security Council Resolution 1244.

JMOU ON THE MOVE

T

he role of the Italian JMOU (Joint Multimodal
Operational Unit) is to guarantee the movement
of personnel, means and materials of the Italian
military contingent between the Motherland and
Kosovo.
The JMOU is a specialist structure made up of five
military personnel from the Army, Navy and Air Force,
tasked with ensuring the rotations of the Italian
contingent as well as supplies from Italy.
Located in the Italian led RC-W, in the last seven
months the JMOU has ensured a continuous flow
of movements, covering over 13,000 km by road
in order to reach the ports and airports for the
embarkation and disembarkation of soldiers, vehicles
and materials arriving or departing from Italy for the

Balkan area.
In addition, 29 Air Force missions carried out with
C130J and C27J aircraft were coordinated, and
procedures for the check-in and check-out of
around 1,700 passengers were handled, as well as
some strategic evacuations for health reasons. The
air missions transported 140 tons of material, while
1,000 tons of material was handled in 33 maritime
missions, with the use of 128 military vehicles
departing from the port of Durres on the strategic
route that connects Albania to Italy.
The JMOU is led by Captain Emanuela Andreano, who
oversaw the frequent transits of personnel, means and
materials of the contingent even during the pandemic
that hit the Western Balkans.
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SNAPSHOTS

PAO Staff were just fortunate
to be in the right place at
the right time to capture US
Aircrew practice their skills at
conducting sling operations.
The ability to move troops,
or in this case equipment
rapidly to any location in the
Area of Operations greatly
enhances KFOR’s flexibility to
respond to any situation. The
well-practiced skills of both
air and ground crew were
evident as we observed their
drills loading and unloading
their cargo with precision.

Photos: OF-3 Stefano DeRuggieri
ITA-Army

RC-E US Army Staff Sgt.
Ryan Voss, an explosive
ordnance disposal technician
discusses with RC-W National
Moldovan Army Explosive
Ordnance Disposal (EOD)
Soldiers on the capabilities
of the TALON robot at Camp
Bondsteel.The KFOR RC-E’s
EOD team, have responded
to over 50 Unexploded
Ordnance (UXO) within
the RC-E region. Several
EOD teams from various
NATO countries, including
Moldova, are currently
assigned throughout Kosovo
to assist in the safe removal
of unexploded ordnance
and ensure the safety of all
people in Kosovo.
Photos: OR - 6 Amberlee Boverhuis
US Army
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The temperature was
certainly rising in Camp Novo
Selo as specialists from the
Hungarian led KTRBN put
Italian and Moldovan soldiers
of RC-W through their paces
in fire phobia training.The
training is very realistic,
the instructors using real
Molotov cocktails, ensuring
soldiers effectively perform
fire defense techniques.
Consequently all contingents
that perform Crowd Riot
Control tasks are put through
this arduous fire phobia
training.

Photos: OR - 4 Francesco Garofalo
ITA-Army

Slovenian and US Soldiers
from KFOR Regional
Command-East, cleaned up
the Bivoljac School, in Vucitrn/
Vushtrri municipality, where
the brush had overgrown the
building.The volunteers made
short work of the overgrowth
and donated supplies to the
school while maintaining
physical distance and
adhering to COVID - 19 force
protection policies.The school
has been nominated for
help by KFOR for upgraded
pluming, to bring running
water for the students and
teachers.

Photos: OF-3 Chris Clyne
US Army
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Slovenian and Austrian troops
from RC-W Camp Villaggio
Italia practiced their heli
medevac drills with the US
Army UH60. It is important
for troops to know that in an
emergency help is at hand
24/7. Practicing these drills
builds confidence between air
crew and troops, especially
when they may not operate
together on a regular basis.
Knowing when and how to
approach the aircraft, and
communication between
aircrew and troops (Hand
signals) are all practiced
to ensure a safe and swift
transfer of a casualty.
Photos by: OR-4 Francesco Esposito
ITA-Army

Kosovo Force RegionalCommand East US Army
Petroleum Supply Specialists
conduct a hot-refuel on a UH60 Blackhawk June 30, 2020
at Camp Marechal De Lattre
Tassigny.The five manned
refuel team successfully
moved from Camp Bondsteel
to CMLT and established
a Forward Arming and
Refueling Point (FARP) that
conducted five hot-refuels
throughout the day as several
RC-E UH-60 Blackhawks
conducted numerous missions
throughout the RC-E region.
Effectively moving a refuel
point from Camp Bondsteel
to CMLT enhances KFOR’s
ability to ensure freedom
of movement for all KFOR
elements and the people in
Kosovo.
Photos: OR - 6 Amberlee Boverhuis
US Army
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TROOPS OF KFOR

Under time pressure and with
the expectation of hazardous
materials at the scene,
Fire Brigade crew prepares
the containment area and
decontamination shower. On
scene, the team leader conducts
an initial assessment, issues quick
orders, cordons off the area and
constructs the decontamination
site.

On order, a firefighter ensures his
Personal Protective Equipment if
fitted properly before going into
action while other team members
prepare the decontamination
shower for the rescue team. As
part of the exercise scenario,
the firefighters wait for injured
personnel coming from Incident
Area.

Close up view of a firefighter
in action with high pressure
hose as he quickly adopts the
“fog” pattern position from a
safe distance while vigorously
suppressing toxic vapors which
are emanating from the scene of
the accident.

Reminiscent of a scene from
a Sci-Fi movie, the rescue
team and the casualty are
required to transit through the
decontamination shower in order
to ensure decontaminated before
they get any further medical
attention.The vital procedure
also protects the medical team
and their equipment from being
contaminated in the triage area.
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FIRST RESPONDERS

I

t’s just like any regular Tuesday
morning in Camp Film City
as the spring sunshine warms
the early coolness of the air.
Soldiers and civilian staff walking
through the streets suddenly stop
and pay attention to a familiar
‘howling’ sound. That sound is the
familiar trademark of the sirens
of the Aircraft Crash Rescue
& Firefighting Services of the
Headquarters Support Group,
which for anyone close to the
middle of the Camp seems as if
they are rapidly closing in. At the
corner between Patrick Street
and Prague Street, people paying
attention may observe what
appears to be a motionless person
lying on the ground, a car unusually
positioned off the road and several
canisters scattered all around.
This is one of the many exercises
the KFOR HQ Fire Brigade
regularly conducts to maintain
its capabilities. The exercise was
triggered by the unit’s Commander
and Chief Fire Officer Mr. Altin
Salla. Only four minutes later, the
first truck arrives at the incident
area. A quick assessment is
made by the team leader; initial
indications are that hazardous
materials must be expected.
The orders are given, fast and
precise - put on special protective

equipment, cordon off the area and
set up a decontamination site. Mr.
Salla explains in detail the aim of
the exercise to the DCOM KFOR
Brigadier General Laurent Michaud
who listens attentively. The
Commander of the Headquarter
Support Group Colonel Brendan
McGuinness is also briefed.
The Chief Fire Officer’s voice
remains calm when he emphasis
how important it is for the
firefighters not to contaminate
themselves while rescuing the
unconscious patient. They have to
carry the rescue work calmly and
professionally, even under intense
time pressure. In a smooth and fast
manner, the patient is recovered
and carried on the stretcher
through the decontamination
shower. After ensuring proper
decontamination, the firefighters
prepare the patient for
transportation. They also have to
pass through the decontamination
shower to be certain not to be
exposed to toxic material. Once all
of his firefighters have successfully
completed all elements of the
exercise to the required standard,
Mr. Salla declares the exercise to
be over.
The Fire Brigade is organic to the
Headquarters Support Group
and is fully prepared at all times
15

to be engaged in Camp Film
City as well as in Camp Nothing
Hill. All the unit’s personnel are
trained and ready to intervene
in the case of fires, accidents or
incidents involving hazardous
material or for the possibility of
aircraft crashes. Furthermore, the
Fire Brigade is ready to provide
support to the Kosovo emergency
organisations in case of a major
event occurring. Modern personal
equipment and a high level of
training allow the unit and its
personnel to be ready to deal
with a large spectrum of potential
incidents. The firefighters ensure
a round-the-clock operational
readiness by working in four shifts.
Mr. Salla plans varied training
on a regular basis to ensure the
readiness of all his personnel. He
is a demanding commander that
expects the highest standard from
each individual firefighter, but also
very proud when talking about
his thirtyone (31) employees. He
comments that “each of my men
must be able to rely 100% on the
other one…this requires a high
degree of mutual trust. I trust each of
my men.”
Cedric Glassey

OF-2 CHE-A
ADC to DCOM KFOR

A member of the Greek Guard
checks the identity of all
personnel entering Camp Film
City – civilian and military.Though
security checks can be slow,
everyone recognizes the need to
maintain security and the Guard
are always firm but polite in
carrying out their tasks.

As well as checking the occupants
of the vehicle, checks are
conducted to see underneath the
vehicle. In addition, a number
of other devices are available
to the Guard to assist them in
their security checks on vehicles,
occupants and pedestrians.

The Greek Guard maintain the
security of Camp Film City 24
hours a day, 7 days a week, 365
days a year.This picture was
obviously taken during the winter
period, which brings its own set of
challenges.Whatever the weather,
the Guard are always thorough,
professional, polite and cheerful.

While the sun sets for most, a
detachment of the Greek Guard
is always on duty. As well as
manning checkpoints, the guard
also conducts patrols of Camp
Film City, checking the perimeter
and ensuring camp security.
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EVER READY GREEKS

A

Greek Contingent has been
operating in Kosovo since
1999. For the last 8 years the
Greek contingent has provided a
Guard Force, and is responsible for
the physical security of Camp Film
City, a job they rightly take very
seriously. Currently, the Greek
Guard Company is located in the
“Sparta” building, a name not at
all randomly chosen. Sparta was
a prominent city-state in ancient
Greece and is still located in the
south-eastern Peloponnese. It
rose to become the dominant
military land-power in ancient
Greece. Its inhabitants, called
Spartans were known for their
strength, endurance and discipline
as fighters. Given its military preeminence, Sparta was recognized
as the leading force of the unified
Greek military during that period.
Spartans underwent the rigorous
“agoge” training and education
regimen, and Spartan phalanx
brigades were widely considered
to be among the best in battle. It is
worth mentioning that still today
elements from Spartan culture
are still referred to regarding
gymnastics, nutrition and whenever

we have to emphasize discipline,
mental and or physical strength.
The Greek Guard Company is
the only force that is ordered
to provide the physical security
of Camp Film City. The Greek
Company is manned with officers
and non commissioned officers
whose mission is to protect
the Camp from any internal or
external threat and maintain
operational strength on position.
Therefore, all personnel are
carefully chosen to man a specific
position with strict criteria, thus
every position requires a strict
job description. The Company is
commanded by Major Evangelos
Xepappas, and this is not his
first time in Kosovo. Elements
of the Guard Force are on duty
24hours a day; 7 days a week.
Every platoon leader is a Captain
or a Chief Master Sergeant. This
allows the platoons to operate
in a shift system, to avoid excess
tiredness as Force Protection
Measures require constant control
and awareness. There is also the
Command Platoon that is manned
with a doctor and a liaison officer
whose task is to liaise between
17

the Guard Force and various units
in KFOR when needed. As well
as the force that is on duty, there
is also an immediate reaction
force, ready to be deployed at a
moment’s notice. As the Greek
Guard Company have only recently
rotated into the area of operations,
I have already witnessed the
Company Commander rehearsing
various scenarios with his troops,
ensuring everyone knows their
deployment positions, and carry
out their drills professionally. It can
be a difficult task, ensuring only
authorised personnel enter, and
Camp Film City remains secure
at all times. As well as the static
security positions where ID’s,
authorisations and vehicles are
checked, there are also mobile
patrols, mounted and on foot,
conducted day and night. The
high level of training of the Greek
soldiers is evident. They go about
their business in a firm, fair, friendly
and professional manner, so that
everyone else who works and lives
in Camp Film City can do so safely.
Ioannis Koutsonakis
OF-2 GRC-A

KFOR NEWS

NATIONAL SUPPORT ELEMENTS CONVENE

T

wenty-one KFOR participating
nations came together at
Camp Film City at the Logistics
National Support Element (NSE)
Conference to discuss collective
logistics capabilities and to plan for
the future of supporting KFOR’s
operations. In particular, the
conference focused on the recent
logistical challenges the force
has faced during the COVID-19
pandemic, and how improving
logistics control (LOGCON) can
increase logistical resilience with
the force. COM KFOR opened
the conference by emphasizing
the importance of logistics as the
backbone of any operation and by
highlighting the opportunity for
nations to collectively improve
logistics support to KFOR.
With twenty-seven Troop
Contributing Nations (TCNs),
KFOR logistics are complex,
with needs for vehicles, medical

personnel, and personal equipment
different for every NSE. Working
together, the J4 Branch and the
Joint Logistics Support Group
(JLSG) provide a key capability that
bridge these disparate needs and
capabilities and coordinate support
across the entire force through
LOGCON.
The NSE Conference provided
a great opportunity for the JLSG
and J4 Branch to inform NSE
representatives about the current
structure, roles, and responsibilities
of the logistics systems within
KFOR. Representatives from
numerous NSEs shared their
lessons learned from the past
six months, including challenges
posed by the pandemic and key
capabilities they could bring
to joint support. COM JLSG
underlined that to strengthen our
future logistics capabilities, the
Joint Logistics Operations Centre
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(JLOC) within JLSG will be key
for facilitating communication
and multinational cooperation
on shared logistics challenges.
To that end, Chief J4 Plans
proposed the creation of a
logistics coordination platform for
NSEs, JLSG, and J4. With shared
information on capabilities and
improved communication about
joint logistics, TCNs will be wellpositioned to achieve synergy in
logistical support.
The next NSE Conference will be
held in November 2020, where
JLSG looks forward to being
able to share advances made in
communication and coordination
between the J4 Branch, JLSG, and
the NSEs. COM JLSG, Col Fronek
and the J4 Branch thanked all who
participated for your feedback,
discussion, and continued support.
OF-3 Candice Thompson,
CAN ARMY

8TH BELGRADE NATO WEEK

T

he capacity of maintaining the
full operational capabilities,
fulfilling the tasks foreseen for
the NATO-led Kosovo Force by
UNSCR 1244 of 1999, adopting
all the necessary measures to
guarantee the safety of soldiers,
supporting the Institutions in
Kosovo in their response to
COVID -19 and the cooperation
with the Serbian Armed Forces
were the topics of the address
by Major General Michele Risi at
the 8th Belgrade NATO Week
organized by the Center for EuroAtlantic Studies. On 22 July the
Commander of KFOR took part in
a video conference to a panel with
General Milan Mojsilovic, Chief of
Staff of the Serbian Armed Forces,
and moderated by John Cappello,
Chief Operations of the Balkan
Security Network. Both Generals
explained how their respective
organizations reacted and adapted
to the unprecedented challenge of
COVID -19. In particular, General
Risi highlighted the support
received from the NATO chain of
command which allowed KFOR
to adjust its structure, improve
the force’s medical capabilities
and provide personal protection
equipment to its troops.
The ability to conduct operations
was not undermined by the
virus, thanks to the preventive
measures adopted in line with the
recommendations of the World

Health Organization.
“Thanks to such measures and an
ongoing adaptation, KFOR’s mandate
under UN Security Council 1244 –
which is to contribute in an impartial
way to a safe and secure environment
and freedom of movement for all
communities in Kosovo - has never
been put in question”, stated
General Risi before pointing out
that all KFOR efforts are directed
to ensure that a health crisis does
not turn into a security crisis.
KFOR played an important role
also in NATO’s global response
to COVID -19 by facilitating the
delivery of aid provided in the
framework of bilateral agreements
with Kosovo by Allied countries
of KFOR – such as Italy, Poland,
Turkey and the United States –
and partner Nations like Austria.
The NATO-led operation is also
supporting the local response to
COVID -19 in close coordination
with the Institutions in Kosovo,
through deliveries of Personal
Protection Equipment to public
health facilities and police stations
Kosovo-wide, and is continuing to
raise citizens’ awareness about the
virus threat.
The Commander of KFOR
recalled his personal engagement
to promote cooperation, a factor
of paramount importance, as
the virus knows no nationality,
borders or ethnic backgrounds. As
impartial guarantor General Risi
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actually took part in an initiative
promoted by the Italian Embassy,
which brought together the
Ministers of Health of Belgrade
and Pristina, and opened another
valuable channel of cooperation to
protect people amidst the COVID
-19 emergency. Cooperation is a
keyword also for the partnership
between the Commander of
KFOR and the Chief of General
Staff of the Serbian Armed Forces.
“We have established and intensified
a regular dialogue that is helping
significantly to ensure the right degree
of awareness and understanding on
issues of mutual concern affecting
Serbian minorities in Kosovo and
to defuse misperceptions”, said
General Risi, while praising the
excellent relationship with General
Mojsilovic.
This is reflected also by the
synchronized KFOR/Serbian
Armed Forces patrols along the
Administrative Boundary Line,
which contribute in maintaining a
peaceful and positive atmosphere,
especially important for the
populations living nearby. “On a
personal basis”, concluded General
Risi, “I have seen in these challenging
times an opportunity to demonstrate
that cooperation between Belgrade
and Pristina, facilitated by KFOR in
the fields of health and security, can
prove effective and worth developing
further”.
Col. Mario Renna
CPAO

KFOR NEWS

NEW SLOVENIAN CONTINGENT

The Transfer of Authority of the Slovenian Contingent
was held in Camp Villaggio Italia, headquarters of KFOR
Regional Command West. The ceremony was attended
by KFOR Commander Michele Risi, and it marked
the transfer of authority as Slovenian Contingent
Commander, also RC-W Deputy Commander, between
the outgoing Lieutenant Colonel Pete Cuden and
the incoming Lieutenant Colonel Igor Sepec. The
ceremony was attended by the contributing nations
representatives, to give their farewell to the outgoing
contingent. During his speech, the Commander of
RC-W Colonel Gatti, underlined the outstanding
performance of Lieutenant Colonel Cuden, his
professional qualities and the complete commitment to
the mission during his eight months tour in Kosovo.

LMT TRAINING

On 23 July the Joint Effect Centre organized in
theatre training for Liaison Monitoring Teams (LMT’s)
This follows on from pre-deployment training as
many of the LMT’s are quite new in KFOR. The
emphasis was on mission specific familiarization, like
KFOR structure, and an in-depth look at relevant
municipalities.
They also learned how to improve their technical
skills in face to face interaction, assess and initiate
CIMIC projects, and apply an appropriate approach to
gender related matters.
Some LMT’s live among the communities, and are
a vital link between them and KFOR. As well as
lectures, the day included many practical exercises to
improve the effectiveness of the LMT’s .

GREEK CHANGE OF COMMAND MEDAL PARADE AT KFOR HQ
On 21st of July the Greek Guard contingent held their
Change of Command and Medal Parade Ceremony in
Camp Film City. Brigadier General Laurent Michaud
presented medals to those who had completed
their tour of duty. Addressing his colleagues, BG
Michaud thanked the outgoing contingent commander
Major Dimitrios Zafeiropoulos for their loyalty,
professionalism and dedication, and welcomed the new
contingent under the command of Major Xepappas, to
the KFOR family. NATO member Greece has provided
a contingent to KFOR since 1999, and currently the
Greek contingent are tasked with the security for
KFOR Headquarters in Camp Film City.

COM KFOR Major General Michele Risi presided
over a medal parade at the HQ of the NATO-led
Kosovo Force. 41 Soldiers from many nations were
awarded the Non Article 5 NATO Balkans medal for
their commitment in Kosovo. Gen. Risi highlighted
their commitment in Kosovo, where they played an
important role in contributing to security, stability
and to the local response to Covid -19. More than
3,400 Soldiers from 27 Nations are operating with the
NATO insignia to contribute impartially to a safe and
secure environment and freedom of movement for all
communities in Kosovo while taking all preventative
measures to contain the spread of the Covid -19.
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ALLIED JOINT FORCE COMMAND NAPLES –
HAS A NEW COMMANDER
17 July. American Admiral Robert P. Burke became
the 31st Commander of Allied Joint Force Command
Naples, succeeding Admiral James G. Foggo. Admiral
Burke also concurrently assumes the roles of
Commander of U.S. Naval Forces Europe and U.S.
Naval Forces Africa. The KFOR operation falls within
the remit of Allied Joint Force Command Naples.
The Supreme Allied Commander Europe (SACEUR),
General Tod D. Wolters, presided over the ceremony.
Expressing his thoughts on departing, Admiral Foggo
said, “My sincere thanks to all JFC Naples staff, your
families, and our gracious Italian hosts for making my time
in command in this wonderful country so rewarding: it has

been the greatest honour of my life.We have achieved
much and our mission will continue, united as one NATO
family.We truly are stronger together. Fair winds and
following seas.” Admiral Burke said during his first
speech: “Assuming command of U.S. Naval Forces Europe
and Africa and Allied Joint Force Command - Naples is
a true privilege. I am honoured to accept the mantle of
responsibility from Admiral Foggo and look forward to
working together with NATO Allies and partners as we
continue to deter and, if necessary, defend our Alliance
in an increasingly complex security environment.” The
Change of Command ceremony was conducted in
compliance with COVID-19 restrictions.

CHANGE OF LEADERSHIP AT REGIONAL COMMAND WEST
15 July. Colonel Gianluca Figus, Italian Army, took
over the leadership of KFOR Regional Command
West based in Pec/Peje from his fellow countryman
Colonel Natale Gatti. Major General Michele Risi
attended the handover ceremony along with the
Ambassador of Italy Nicola Orlando. In his last official
engagement as RC-W, Colonel Natale Gatti presided
over the Change of Command Ceremony of the
Moldovan Contingent which was held on the same
day. Colonel Gatti thanked the Moldovan contingent

for all their hard work, their professionalism and their
outstanding contribution during their tour of duty,
while welcoming the new contingent, wishing them
success, and to continue the outstanding contribution
of their predecessors.
Major General Risi highlighted Colonel Gatti’s
achievements, who as RC-W, commanded more than
500 Soldiers of 7 nations, contributing to security
and to the local response to Covid19 in the western
region of Kosovo.
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PROFILES
SOLDIER OF THE MONTH - JULY

Lance Corporal Kázmér Nyeső was born in October 1973 in Szabadka, Hungary. He joined the army as a
private in February 2016 in Hódmezővásárhely. He was promoted to private first class the following year and
to lance corporal in February this year. Before he joined the Hungarian Defence Forces, Kázmér tried his luck
in several sectors. He had been serving in a company which produced industrial ceramics, then he worked in
the automobile and building industry. After he joined the Hungarian Defence Forces, LCP Nyeső participated
in utility driver training, obstacle removal course and combat life saver education. This is his second tour of
duty in KFOR, as he was here in 2017-2018 as an infantry man. LCP Nyeső
demonstrated excellent leadership when his squad were on patrol and came
across a car accident in the area of Prizren. LCP Nyeső immediately took
control of the situation, and deployed some of his squad to provide security
while he and a colleague attended the injured. He was able to determine the
emergency services had already been called and when they arrived he was
able to brief them on the treatment administered. He has proven himself an
excellent ambassador for KFOR.
Name: Kázmér NYESŐ
Rank: OR-3 / Country Hungary
Appointment: Driver/Combat Life Saver KTRBN

SOLDIER OF THE MONTH - JUNE

Private First Class Alfréd Székely was born in Sepsiszentgyőrgy Hungary. He joined the Hungarian Army in
December 2017. Before joining the Hungarian Army Alfréd had served in the French Foreign Legion from
2014 to 2017 as an infantryman. This is his second deployment to Kosovo which commenced in March this
year. As a combat life saver in the KTRBN he volunteered for preparatory
training in handling Covid-19 patients. In May, his patrol came across a road
traffic accident involving one car with three civilians. While his colleagues
conducted traffic control, Private Székely administered first aid to the injured,
one of them sustaining a bleeding head injury. Once the police and ambulance
arrived Private Székely handed over to them. Thanks to his swift but calm
assessment and treatment, the injured person arrived to the hospital in a stable
condition. Private First Class Alfréd Székely has proven himself an excellent
ambassador for the KTRBN and the KFOR family.
Name: Alfréd SZÉKELY
Rank: OR-2 / Country Hungary
Appointment: Infantryman Combat Life Saver, KTRBN

SOLDIER OF THE MONTH - MAY

Sergeant Jessika Martinez was born in Yuma Arizona in 1996 and joined the United States Marine Corp in
January 2014. Jessika deployed to Kosovo in January 2020 and works in the US NSE as the awards NCO. Sgt.
Martinez is the President of the Rising 6 Junior NCO Development Council.
She takes great pride in being able to take care of, respecting and serving every
services personnel as well as nations, but most importantly for her, to serve her
nation. Since assuming Presidency of Rising-6, she has brought it from strength
to strength, so that it is now the largest fundraising group in the US contingent.
Since Covid-19 Sgt. Martinez has volunteered to bring meals to personnel in
isolation and provides an escort service for decontamination teams cleaning
areas of Camp Film City.
Name: Jessika MARTINEZ
Rank: OR-5 / Country USA
Appointment: US NSE Awards NCO KFOR
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Contribute to
the KFOR Chronicle!
Just send your photos to:

kforchronicle@hq.kfor.nato.int
by the 20th of the month explaining where you
took the photo and what equipment you used.
We will then select one of the submitted images
and publish it in the next edition of the Chronicle.
A KFOR Chronicle T-Shirt is awarded each
month to the winning photographer. You will be
immortalised in the KFOR Chronicle!
Is that not something to be proud of?
Sincerely,
The Chronicle Team.

“Duty Calls ”
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