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AN OPEN LETTER

My KFOR family colleagues,

As you are well aware KFOR is operating in a
particularly challenging environment. There are two
main issues I want to address with you: Covid-19 and
the security situation in Kosovo.
But first, as commander of KFOR, I want to thank
each and every one of you for your continued efforts.
I want to assure you, your contributions are valued
and appreciated by all KFOR leadership and indeed
by the people of Kosovo. Through your efforts and
commitment, your professionalism and resilience,
the KFOR mission of contributing to a safe and
secure environment and freedom of movement for
all communities in Kosovo has continued unabated.
As you know, every soldier needs a bit of luck, and
regarding Covid-19 KFOR has, on the whole, been
lucky. But we cannot and have not relied on luck.
We have, and continue to work hard at minimizing
the risk to you and the people of Kosovo. From the
very beginning of this unprecedented crisis, I started
meeting with Senior National Representatives of all
troop contributing nations three times a week. These
are informal gatherings in which all had a chance to
express their grievances, concerns and suggestions.
Such meetings continue and arising from such
meetings, decisions are made, sometimes unpopular
decisions, but they are made with the safety of you
as an individual and as a member of the KFOR family
uppermost in my mind. Many leisure facilities in CFC
have been closed. Civilian staff had to live on base.
All personnel, both civilian and military have been
tested for Covid-19. The wearing of face masks is
now mandatory in all KFOR camps. New procedures
have been introduced regarding troop rotations.
We have come to realize that immediate stratevac
in confirmed cases is the best option. I had one or
two instances in which the health conditions of some
patients deteriorated quickly and an urgent stratevac
saved their lives. We are now in a position to ease
restrictions somewhat. This is thanks to the ‘buy in’
from all of you. We must all continue with the very
basics: washing your hands, maintaining social distance
practices and wearing your facemask. We continue to
monitor, assess and evaluate our processes. We will
make changes if deemed necessary, either to ease or
reinstate restrictions. Why? To minimize the risk to
you – our most valuable asset – and to ensure our
mission continues, as it must.
Regarding our mission and the security challenges
we face, I should say that the political situation in
Kosovo at the moment is fragile. This fragility has led
to an increased risk of civil disturbance. At the same
time we have seen a rise in tension in Serb inhabited

areas. In light of this, and in spite of the challenges of
Covid-19, our operational tempo has increased, and
we have the capacity to increase further if necessary.
I have held a number of meetings with senior political
and community leaders to facilitate dialogue in easing
tensions. KFOR continues to support the institutions
of Kosovo. KFOR has donated 70,000 Euro of
Personal Protection Equipment to hospitals in Pristina
and Gracanica. Do not underestimate the impact you
have as you go about your daily security tasks.Your
contribution is valued and impactful.
In conclusion, I thank you all once again.This is not a time
for complacency either in regard to our on-going efforts
against Covid-19 or regarding the security challenges
we face, I stand in admiration of your commitment
and professionalism. I urge you to keep up your efforts.
Together, we make a difference.
Major General Michele Risi
COM KFOR
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FIGHTING BACK

A JOINT EFFORT
Since the outbreak of COVID-19,
Allied armed forces have been
playing an important role in
supporting the Alliance’s response
to the global pandemic. In Kosovo,
teams of specialists from NATO
Allies and partners – including
Austria, Italy, Slovenia, and
Switzerland - have joined efforts
to this effect. The Italian Army’s
Logistic Command provided a
team of three medical doctors
who performed a 4-day survey
in KFOR headquarters and
conducted a comprehensive
screening of multinational military
and civilian personnel deployed

there. The team advised on the
best practices to implement
concerning the treatment and the
evacuation of possible COVID-19
patients and on individual
behaviours and hygiene measures
to further prevent the spread of
the virus.
The Italian Army is also providing
a team of nine personnel from
the 7Th Chemical-BiologicalRadiological-Nuclear Defence
Regiment ‘Cremona’ contributing
to the current disinfection of
common areas within the NATOled Kosovo Force, together with
personnel and assets contributed
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from Austria, Slovenia and
Switzerland, under the supervision
of KFOR Headquarters Support
Group.
The team has deployed to Pristina
in the first week of May and has
already disinfected the military
section of the airport, where
KFOR troops and cargo are
transiting on a regular basis. The
Italian specialists will now carry
out their activities at the medical
facilities and accommodation sites
in Camp Film City, which houses
KFOR Headquarters. Special
equipment of the 7th Regiment
includes indoor decontamination

KFOR Fighting Back: Specialist Teams from Austria,Italy and Switzerland conducted a comprehensive disinfection programme in all
KFOR facilities, to minimize the risk to all military and civilian personnel and ensure continuity of operations is not affected by the
Covid Pandemic.

systems, suits to protect against
chemical-biological-radiologicalnuclear threats, FFP3 respirators,
gloves and other special personal
protection items.
Capt. Paolo Nasto is the team
leader and his Regiment has
already had similar experiences
in Northern Italy, as part of the
Italian Army’s task force consisting
of 21 teams, some of which have
been deployed also overseas. “In
general we use a solution of 0.1%
Sodium Hypochlorite, which is an
appropriate concentration to kill the

virus. Otherwise, on some surfaces we
make use of ethanol. Our schedule
features about 30 whole buildings:
it is demanding work that will bring
much improvement to the health of
the camp and its inhabitants.”
The whole effort provided for
weeks by specialist teams from
the mentioned NATO Allies and
partners will have an impact on
keeping key facilities safe and
sanitized.
“The medical survey and the
disinfection of KFOR multinational
premises are another concrete
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demonstration of the important
contributions delivered from NATO
Allies and partners to KFOR efforts.
We are fully integrating these
contributions into the preventive
measures that we have been
implementing to contain the spread
of the virus and successfully minimize
risks to our soldiers and civilians,
and to all the communities we serve
throughout Kosovo,” stated Major
General Michele Risi.
KFOR PAO Staff

A member of the Austrian
specialist disinfection team
conducts his disinfection tasks.
All common touch surfaces, like
tables, computers, photocopiers
etc are thoroughly cleaned with
decontamination agent capable of
killing the Covid-19 virus.

Italian Captain Jacopo Bestetti
discusses disinfection tactics
techniques and procedures
with specialists Rory Mibus
of the Swiss contingent and
Lt. Agnes Wildauer of the
Austrian contingent.The sharing
of expertise is an essential
component of KFOR’s fight back
against Covid-19.

Two members of the Italian
team prepare to conduct their
disinfection tasks.The protective
clothing they wear allows them
to conduct their tasks safely.The
best way to ensure everything is
in order and all seals are secure
is to operate the buddy – buddy
system.

Wearing Personal Protective
Equipment (PPE), a member
of the Italian disinfection team
disinfects a medical facility in
KFOR Headquarters, Camp Film
City.
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FIGHTING BACK

A STRONG BACKUP
“COM KFOR’s intent behind the setup
of an alternate JOC (Joint Operations
Centre) was to ensure a redundant
C2 capability for KFOR and therefore
to ensure the fulfillment of the
mission. On short notice, the alternate
JOC was built up and ready to take
over.This was only possible because of
the support provided by many nations.
Made up of members from different
branches, units and nations, the team
of LTC Giuseppe Berardi (ITA-A)
proved on several occasions its ability
to take over the watch”, explains,
DCOM KFOR, BG Michaud.
The team had anywhere from 2
days to 2 hours preparation. They
didn’t know what it would entail
or how long it would last, but they
were ready! The team was made

of Officers from 9 countries, with
the ranks from 2nd Lieutenant to
Brigadier General. When asked
what the greatest challenge was,
LTC Berardi, the Alternate JOC
Director, stated, “Achieving perfect
synchronization was the biggest
challenge. I think that to transform 12
Soldiers of 9 Nations with different
backgrounds into a cohesive team
that had to work together was initially
the most difficult. We had a short
time to train and set up in harsh
conditions, but It was a great success!
We were ready to take over all duties
and responsibilities of the main JOC in
case of a more serious degradation of
HQ capabilities.”
The formation of any team always
has different dynamics. This
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team was no exception. Twelve
personnel worked, lived, ate and
celebrated together for one
month. Major Nils Wiesner (SWEAF), one of the Alternate JOC
Shift directors shared, “My Birthday
was the most memorable event of
the mission. It was celebrated using
social distancing by my colleagues.
The DCOM also arranged for a Pizza
night and a special gift. I also received
three packages from my family.” The
team quickly came together with
a bond that could not be broken.
Sharing fun times and working
hard, all while learning something
new about the mission and other
cultures. Lieutenant Bernhard
Golembiowski (AUT-A), RC-W
LNO for the Alternate JOC, stated,

“I had the opportunity to work with
many different nations and meet
interesting Officers. I got a better
insight on the overall mission. In
CVI, I only saw the work of our COY,
but now I can see how it all comes
together.”
Every military operation, base
or headquarters needs a good
name. Therefore, what started
out as a joke from Major
Gergios Kainourgios, (GRC-A)
about our team being like the
movie “Armageddon,” the name
resonated with the team and it
just stuck. In the movie a team of
unlikely saviors was recruited to
save the world from impending

destruction. Even though
COVID-19 didn’t exactly threaten
to end the world and the alternate
JOC wasn’t going to save it, they
were poised to ensure continuity
of` command and control. Then
eventually an “official” cardboard
sign was posted.
Having being the only female on
staff many times in 24 years of
Army service, it was not difficult to
join this team. However, there has
never been a military operation
where there was only one
American. The blend of cultures,
languages and viewpoints coming
together into one team was
the first challenge but it turned
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out to be our best asset. The
teamwork and comraderie in this
unique operational environment
are something that no military
academy could ever teach.
“The alternate JOC proved, once
again, that KFOR is a credible
organization, able to adapt and
overcome the challenges,Thanks
to the commitment of its members
and all the nations being part of this
mission!,” concluded DCOM KFOR,
BG Michaud.
MAJ Catherine Palmberg

OF-3 USA-A
RC-E LNO and Land Desk ALT JOC

FIGHTING BACK

NATO RESPONSE TO COVID-19
In responding to the COVID-19
pandemic, NATO continues to deliver credible and effective deterrence and defence. Our ability to
conduct operations has not been
undermined, our forces remain
ready, and our crucial work goes
on. From the start of the outbreak,
NATO has implemented robust
measures to limit the spread of
the virus and minimize risks to our
personnel and the communities
they serve. NATO military medical
staff remains vigilant and are monitoring for any impact on NATO
forces deployed on operations.
NATO is also a platform for sharing information and best practice
among Allies. As part of NATO’s
work to strengthen resilience, we
have been working with Allies for
years to enhance preparedness
across the whole of government,
including in the health sector. Allied
armed forces are playing a vital
role in supporting national civilian
responses across the Alliance. This
support includes logistics and planning, field hospitals, the transport
of patients, disinfection of public
areas, and at border crossings.
NATO’s Euro-Atlantic Disaster
Response Coordination Centre
(EADRCC) is an important tool
helping to provide relief to Allies

and partners. It is NATO’s principal
civil emergency response mechanism in the Euro-Atlantic area. The
Centre operates on a 24/7 basis,
coordinating requests from NATO
Allies and partners for help, as well
as offers of assistance to cope with
the consequences of major crises
such as the COVID-19 pandemic.
NATO supports the Strategic
Airlift International Solution (SALIS) programme. The programme
enables participating Allies to
charter commercial transport
aircraft. NATO’s Rapid Air Mobility
initiative has simplified procedures
for military relief flights, by using
a NATO call sign and expediting
Air Traffic Control clearances. The
initiative is made possible by close
cooperation between NATO and
EUROCONTROL. Cooperation
with partner countries and international organizations continues
to be essential for NATO. We
are coordinating with the World
Health Organization, the United
Nations, and the European Union.
In particular, NATO and EU staffs
are cooperating to counter disinformation about COVID-19.
Allies continue therefore to stand
together and support each other
in this pandemic, through several
NATO arrangements, as well as
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bilaterally.
Looking at NATO operations,
bilateral initiatives were also implemented, like in Kosovo, where
local institutions benefited of
donations and support by several
KFOR Troop Contributing Nations.
Examples are countless: in April an
A-400M cargo plane of the Turkish
Air Force carrying medical supplies
donated by Turkey was dispatched
to a number of Allies and partners
in the Balkans region, including Kosovo; the Polish military contingent
operating with the NATO-led Kosovo Force has distributed sanitary
and personal protection equipment to the Health Institutions,
as part of NATO Allies’ response
to the COVID-19 pandemic. This
delivery represented a donation
from the office of the President
of the Republic of Poland. It included 50,000 face masks and 1000
liters of disinfectant fluid that were
transported on the 18 May, with a
transport plane of the Polish Air
Force. A specialist team of the Italian Army has been supporting the
fight against COVID-19 in Kosovo
by sanitizing 50 public facilities: end
May 2020, soldiers from Italy’s 7th
CBRN (Chemical, Biological, Radiological, Nuclear) Defence Regiment carried out the work across

A member of the Italian disinfection team wearing PPE
A Turkish Military A330M Aircraft lands in Pristina Kosovo
conducts disinfection tasks in support of the institutions
with medical equipment and supplies to combat the effects
of Kosovo.
of the COVID-19 pandemic.
34 different locations – including
Equipment worth 70,000 Euro to
funded by NATO and implemented
Kosovo Police facilities and Public
the hospitals of Pristina and Graby the KFOR Civil-Military CoHealth Centres, while the Italian
canica. Thousands of gloves, masks, operation team. A second delivery
Embassy donated a second batch
goggles, isolation clothing, as well
is planned in the oncoming weeks.
of masks and protective suits to
as infrared contactless thermome- Similar initiatives were taken by the
the Clinic for infectious diseases of ters and antiseptic hand cleansing
US-led KFOR Regional Command
Pristina. NATO partners are playing were provided to medical staff
East, which delivered a total of
a role as well: Austria supported
to help treating patients adequaeight tons of flour and disinfectant
the Institutions in Kosovo through tely and avoid further spread of
alcohol to a primary school, a methe provision of personal protecthe virus, especially among health
dical clinic and a Red Cross facility
tion equipment and COVID-19
professionals who carry out every in its area of operations.
tests worth 250,000 Euros. KFOR
day a work of vital importance. The
Col. Mario Renna
itself donated Personal Protection
70,000 Euro worth project was
CPAO
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CORONAVIRUS…
TOWARDS THE NEW WORLD
This final article considers the last
step, which is when we discover
that we have to work for a “new
world”. COVID could be seen
with a double lens: it can increase
either fear or love, it could be
seen as an enemy to fight or as
an opportunity to understand our
essence much deeper. In front of
an event we always have the choice
to give it a value, good or bad, the
choice is ours. Inherently, there are
people who will consider an event
as disgraceful, accusing someone
or something else, looking for who
or what is guilty for triggering it
and there are people who will go
beyond the event and look for
the lessons it brings. Those who
choose the negative value choose
the way of not taking responsibility,
and it leads to anger, and tension.
Those who attribute the positive
value choose the way of taking
responsibility on oneself and
develops comprehension, empathy,
and harmony towards others.
In both cases we view the reality
of the event from completely
different points of view. Positive
attitude requires daily work,
commitment, and a strong will,
contrary to a negative attitude. The
positive person chooses to go to
the top of the mountain, walking
through a hard path, suffering, and
having difficulties. The negative
person does not want to suffer
and tend to choose the easier
path of a cable car. They both see
the same landscape, but they will
see and feel it very differently.
In life, the „how“ always makes
the difference. The challenge of
COVID-19 puts us in front of a
crossroads between the “new
world” and the old one.
The ancestral civilizations have
always considered our planet and

its inhabitants, being flora or fauna,
their Mother who nourishes them.
On the other side, the traditional
model of science and medicine of
the „old world“ considers things
separated from the rest, from what
we see as reality. Everything on the
planet has been treated as a land
of conquest, in which the strongest,
the most powerful has supremacy.
This applies to the organs of a
person, which medicine considers
disconnected from the body as
well. This model bases reality on
competition (all against all). Mother
earth and humans that inhabit it,
have been regularly abused and
violated in different ways, both
internally and externally: pollution,
fires, wars, chemical modifications,
and extractions. Many crimes and
abuses have been increasingly
conducted. Without understanding
that, as inhabitants, we have the
responsibility to take care of our
planet as if it is our own body.
We don‘t have any authority to
dominate it, but on the contrary,
we have the responsibility to
protect it.
The „new world“ has the
characteristic to be collaborative
(all with all as opposed to all
against all). The evolution passes
through love and its declination of
joy, kindness, union, coexistence
with all living beings. If we think
with our left brain, which is
connected with rational, analysis,
and quantity we will see the
separation. If we think with our
right brain which is connected
with creativity, intuition, and
quality of life, we see sharing and
union without any border (in
nature they do not exist) and
universal languages as any emotion
and form of art. KFOR is the
example in which left and right
11

brains are perfectly balanced and
where soldiers from 27 different
countries, speaking 20 different
languages, are united to play as an
orchestra to promote dialogue and
tolerance. Art forms like music,
painting, or mathematics: all break
any form of social difference, as
KFOR is doing for 21 years now.
Are there concrete actions that
we can take to be the change and
make the right choice to enter the
„new world“?
The answer is yes.
Some concrete actions to take into
consideration to develop our state
of presence are the following:
• Love. When falling in love, the
brain releases chemicals like
vasopressin, adrenaline, dopamine,
and oxytocin that light up neural
receptors and make one feel
both pleasure and a euphoric
sense of purpose. Love is not only
addressed to a person but can
be felt when we are attracted by
something that capture all our
senses, as a a wonder of nature.
• Travel. It is very important to
know oneself. One might run
into challenging situations where
one needs to be resourceful and
think differently, laterally, and
transversally. One develops a
new set of skills that one didn‘t
suspect to have within oneself. It is
a cure for depression and anxiety.
Travelling is something that, during
the quarantine, everybody can do
even by reading a book.
• Art. Michigan State University
recognizes that overall human
health encompasses many aspects,
and positive health outcomes
involve integrated mental, physical,
social/emotional and environmental
approaches. Therefore, everything
we do involving emotions is art.
Not only a variety of creative

expressions including drawing,
painting, or singing but also any
activity that completely absorb our
attention, thus increasing the state
of presence, such as gardening,
cooking, writing (as I’m doing now).
• Having fun. Laughing with friends,
throwing a ball for the dog,
listening your favorite Radio show
i.e. Emiliano Toso on Radio K4, or
reading a book reduces cortisol
levels. Serotonin is a chemical that
regulates many of our most basic
processes–including sleep patterns,
memory, and mood.
To cultivate and discover the
power of silence is another
important action that one
can practice. We have many
opportunities to listen to silence.
There are several types of silence,
below are two of the most
important:
• Verbal silence. In starting with
silencing our body, specifically, our
organ of speech, the mind will
follow suit. Our mind is constantly
committed in doing, organizing
judgements and prejudices, and
mental processes. Our society
does not educate to listen and

does not allow the intelligence
of the heart to know what to do,
when to do it and especially how
to do it. To have access to the
intelligence of the heart, a different
form of silence is necessary which
presupposes a different form of
listening that starts from silence.
Most of the things we do are the
product of unconscious stimuli.
We react to these stimuli and
our actions become a product
of unconscious actions that
compensate for wounds of
rejection, abandonment, loneliness,
judgment. Some examples of verbal
silence that we can practice during
our day are a conscious walk in
the silence, in nature observing the
little things that we never stop to
observe, eat the meal in silence
focused on the benefits that
nourishment brings to our body.
• Mental silence. There is extensive
scientific research showing that
silence is essential to our health
and well-being. Interesting to note
is that the frequencies responsible
for making a sound unpleasant
were commonly found in human
speech, which ranges from 150

to 7000 hertz (Hz). The offending
frequencies were in the range of
2000 to 4000 Hz. Silence therefore
has the potential to recharge our
mind and has a deep impact on bio
cellular regeneration. It helps to
calm the emotions down, detach
from the situation and make wise
decisions. A human being with
a silent mind sees clearly. That
silence speaks to us and says things
that nobody can ever tell us and,
through intuitions, communicates
them to us in silence. We develop
the understanding of who we are,
why we are here, what is our life
purpose.
Another action that combined
with the first two can result in a
highway to actively contribute to
the building of the “new world”
is to build your own Daily journal
in which you can write: your best
time, three reasons for which
you are grateful, and your lesson
learned. It gets your mind used to
going in the right direction, while
living the day, realizing each one is
unique.
LTC Nico Caiazza

My Daily Journal
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My Best time. To contribute
to the KFOR mission even
by writing an article, in which
others could find inspiration
to increase their presence as
a soldier and as a person.
Reasons to be grateful;
1. I’m grateful I have a
partner with whom I share
my feelings of both love and
fear.
2. I’m grateful to be in
Kosovo in this particular
time for contributing to the
mission and to support COM
KFOR
3. I’m grateful for the
friendships with which I feel
surrounded
4. Lesson learned. Whatever
I do is a seed to build a ‘new
world’.

FROM THE FIELD

MAINTAINING READINESS
It was all happening in the training area of Camp
Villaggio Italia. Road Blocks, trouble makers, protests,
and the threat of IED’s. In this training exercise, it was
all hands on deck for the soldiers of RC-W. Units with
Riot Control systems were deployed, and Ukrainian
and Swiss Explosive Ordnance Demolition (EOD)
teams. They ensured there was no explosive material
in the area of the barricades erected by protesters.
Once they finished, the Italian Leopard was brought
forward to clear the barricades off the road. Equipped
with a bulldozer blade that can extend up to 4
meters the Leopard had no difficulty in removing the

obstacles. “The goal is to maintain KFOR’s readiness level
even in a moment like this, where, in full compliance with
the anti-contagion prevention measures from COVID-19,
our military must put in place all the experience necessary
to restore order and thus safeguard the entire community
of Kosovo “, said RC-W Commander Colonel Natale
Gatti.
Training and maintaining the operational capability of
the military of the various contingents represents one
of the tools that allows KFOR to be ready to face any
situation in the region, in line with the principles of
UN resolution 1244.

ONE DAY WITH THE HUNGARIAN SOLDIERS
First Lieutenant Patrick Szollosi of the 5th Infantry
Brigade of the Hungarian Army wears a mask during
the pre-mission briefing with his crew of five, who
are also wearing personal protection equipment. The
patrol will depart from Camp Novo Selo, home to the
Hungarian-led KFOR Tactical Reserve Battalion, and
will head South towards Pristina before continuing
on to Orahovac, in the South-West. Szollosi, on his
first tour of duty in Kosovo, carefully checks that
everything is in order before leaving the base for an
8-hour patrol: communications, vehicles, weapons,
food and water.
The patrol makes random stops along the route to
observe the situation on the ground and to report

13

to the operations centre. After a quick pause for
lunch, the Hungarian Soldiers continue their mission.
The weather remains mild rather than warm, as
witnessed by the distant snowy peaks, which for the
past several months set the amazing backdrop of the
Kosovo landscape. Patrolling goes on in rural areas,
where people working in the fields are observed, and
villages appear motionless. Occasionally, a few kids
cheer KFOR vehicles advancing slowly in inhabited
but scarcely crowded areas on the first day of May.
At dusk Szollosi and his young Soldiers return to
the base, while other KFOR patrols are sent out to
monitor and assess the situation on the ground, with
an eye to the prevention of Covid19.

FROM THE FIELD

PATROLLING IN MITROVICA

The NATO-led mission is continuing to deliver an
effective presence throughout Kosovo, as its ability
to conduct operations has not been undermined by
COVID-19. In the northern area Regional Command
East’s Soldiers perform patrolling and monitoring
activities, while the Carabinieri of the Multinational
Specialized Unit remain vigilant in Mitrovica, one of
the largest cities of the region, inhabited by Serbian
and Albanian communities. “Carabinieri are a familiar
presence to the citizens of both Mitrovica north and south,
since they were deployed for the first time in the area in
1999, at the beginning of the NATO-led operation”, points
out Colonel Enio Simone, the MSU Commander,

DELIVERING AID

Personnel from KFOR’s US-led Regional Command
East assisted the Red Cross of Kosovo with a
delivery of flour and disinfectant materials to local
communities.
A total of eight tons of flour and disinfectant alcohol
were distributed to a primary school in Suvi DoSuhadolli, a medical clinic in Ugljare-Uglar, and a Red
Cross facility in Gracanica-Gracanice.
The request was received by the Greek Liaison and
Monitoring Team, which acted quickly to coordinate
the delivery. KFOR RC-E combined the efforts of
its Manoeuvre Battalion and Liaison Monitoring
Teams – including the Slovenian one - to accomplish
the request by the Red Cross. LMTs interact with
community leaders throughout Kosovo regularly

recalling the long-lasting commitment of his unit in
Kosovo.
Drawing from their long and broad experience as a
police force with military status in Italy and overseas,
in particular in Bosnia-Herzegovina and Kosovo,
Carabinieri are able to carry out a number of tasks
that include contributing to situational awareness,
criminal intelligence and crowd & riot control as third
responder along with other KFOR units. The MSU
activities also include direct assistance to families in
need, which are performed Kosovo-wide with national
funds, in close coordination with the local sections of
the Red Cross.

to ensure the safety and security of community
members and foster positive relationships between
Kosovo communities and the NATO-led operation.
KFOR RC-E troops are continuing their operations
amidst COVID-19 whilst adopting all preventive
measures to protect its personnel and the citizens of
Kosovo.
“We are happy to help with the delivery of these needed
supplies. Regional Command East’s primary mission is
to contribute to the safety and security of the area and
to freedom of movement for all citizens of Kosovo in
accordance with KFOR’s UN-mandate, but it’s an honor
to help the Institutions in Kosovo during these challenging
times”, said US Army Colonel Eric Riley, RC-E
commander.
14

SNAPSHOTS

KFOR Regional Command
East’s Task Force Aviation
provides medical casualty
transportation and air
mobility for all troops of the
NATO-led mission in Kosovo.
The exercises they conduct
are difficult and realistic,
designed to improve and
refine their skills, ensuring
timely medical support and
providing force protection for
all KFOR personnel.

Photos by: Spc. Shelby Yonkoski &
Staff Sgt. Amberlee Boverhuis
US Army

Latest technology meets
primitive canine. EOD Teams
train continuously to stay
at the top of their game.
Ukrainian dog Chara and
Swiss EOD Team iRobot 510
PackBot clear a road way
ensuring it is free of explosive
devices. Chara is superb at
detecting if an explosive
device is present, while Robots
can be used to safely allow
the EOD team to inspect
an explosive device, and
ascertain how best to deal
with it. EOD are essential to
ensure freedom of movement
not only for KFOR but for all
people of Kosovo
Photos by: OR - 4 Francesco Esposito
ITA-Army
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Austrian soldiers conduct
Heli training – in this case
equipped with riot control
gear. Heli transport allows
KFOR to deploy rapidly
to any location where
they may be needed.The
Mi-8, manned by the
Croatian Air Force is ideal
for transporting a large
number of troops to any
trouble spot.

Photos by:
OR - 4 Francesco Esposito
ITA-Army

Members of RC-W
Italian contingent patrol
along the Rhino Road.
Communications are
vital on any patrol,
allowing Headquarters
to react more speedily
and accurately to any
situation that may arise.
Troops also dismount at
times. Dismounted troops
have a much better sense
of their surroundings;
sights, smells and sounds.
They also provide greater
dispersal and 360 degree
protection.

Photos by:
OR - 4 Francesco Esposito
ITA-Army
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SNAPSHOTS

Sling load operations
enhance KFOR RC-E’s ability
to rapidly transport items
such as equipment and
sustainment supplies. KFOR
RC-E maintains operational
readiness and interoperability
between its elements through
joint training. Communication
between Heli crew and
ground crew are vital during
these operations, not to
mention the skill of the pilot.

Photos by:
Staff Sgt Melisa Washington
& Staff Sgt. Amberlee Boverhuis
US Army

In one picture a Slovenian
soldier stands guard at the
K1 Guard Post, while in the
other an Italian VTLM Lince
passes through.The K1
Guard post is located at the
entrance to the Decane Visoki
Monastery, a site of cultural
and religious significance.
KFOR maintain a presence
here 24 hours a day as first
security responder.

Photos by: OR - 4 Francesco Esposito
ITA-Army
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TROOPS OF KFOR

A fantastic picture taken from the cockpit of the Mi - 8 as the snowy peaks of the Sharr Mountains loom ahead. Heli
lift capability allows KFOR to put troops or equipment where they are needed anywhere in the Area of Operations

KOSOVO FROM ABOVE
A landlocked area of 11,000
square kilometers, Kosovo is
located in the heart of the Balkans
and displays a wide variety of
landscapes.
From large urban centers like
Pristina, Mitrovica, Pec and Prizren
- to the green western valleys
and the snowy peaks of the Sharr
Mountains, at the border with
North Macedonia, not to mention
impressive lands, lakes and rivers.
Kosovo offers dramatic changes of
topography within a relatively small
geographic area.
Distances appear even shorter
when covered by KFOR
helicopters conducting training

and reconnaissance flights over
the whole area of operations.
The NATO force relies on several
rotary wing components, including
aircrafts and crews provided by
the USA, Switzerland and Croatia.
The latter is KFOR’s reserve heli
squadron and is ready to intervene
at short notice wherever needed.
Lieutenant Colonel Stjepen
Stepić of the Hrvatsko Ratno
Zrakoplovstvo (Croatian Air Force)
leads a squadron of Mi 8 MTV1
aircrafts, whose main task is to
transport KFOR Tactical Reserve
troops, and is continuously training
with all operational units of the
NATO mission in Kosovo. “We
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need to be familiar with all KFOR
area of operations and we conduct
training flights in which we fly over
several important spots of Kosovo,
whose terrain is really impressive
and, I must say, very beautiful”,
explains Stepić.
The Croatian Mi 8 are very robust
and reliable machines travelling
at 200 km/h and able to reach
several thousand metres altitudes
(instruments on board actually
display speeds and heights in
kilometres per hour and metres,
according to the Russian fashion),
and within two hours allow a wide
tour of Kosovo from above.
KFOR PAO STAFF

Once again displaying Kosovo
from above, and the remarkable
variety of landscape in a relatively
small area. From towering
snowcapped mountains to forests
and lakes, this picture shows a
tranquil village nestled in a lush
valley between two hills.

All in a day’s work. From snowy
peaks to forests and lakes, all in
a matter of minutes when aboard
the Mi - 8 with the Croatian
Air Force.The NATO led mission
remains vigilant and continues to
perform its activities in the skies
and on the ground.

Urban landescape from above.
The slow speed (relative to fixed
wing) and ability to hover make
helicopters ideally suited to
reconnaissance.This in turn can
lead the aircrew to advise/direct
ground forces to where they need
to be
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PROTECT YOURSELF AND
PROTECT THE ANIMALS
There is currently a large population of stray cats
and dogs residing at Camp Film City. While these
animals may seem friendly and offer companionship,
it is important to remember that these are not pets
and they pose a serious threat to your health and
therefor the KFOR NATO mission. These animals
carry dangerous and even deadly diseases including
but not limited to; rabies and tularaemia which can
be transmitted through bites and scratches, and
gastrointestinal parasites that can be transmitted
through contact with faeces and even petting the
animals. In addition, they serve as a reservoir for fleas
and ticks which can also transmit serious diseases
such as Crimean-Congo Haemorrhagic Fever here in
Pristina.
While these animals are a threat to your health, their
residence at Camp Film City is also a threat to their
own health. The overpopulation causes increased
fighting between animals often leading to serious
wounds and infections. They also can’t be properly
cared for here; vaccinated, treated for fleas and ticks,
and assessed for other medical conditions that may
require treatment or continued management.
For these aforementioned reasons, Camp Film City
has a contract with Cakay to capture the stray
animals on the installation and take them to a local

shelter where they are assessed by a professional,
properly cared for, and ultimately re-homed when
possible. Please help do your part to protect yourself,
and give these animals the second chance they
deserve by adhering to the following:
Capt. Megan Guyan
J-MED Office

• Do not touch, pet, or interact
with the stray animals
• Do not provide food, water, or
shelter for the stray animals
• Do not touch or tamper with
the capturing devices under any
circumstances
• If you find an animal in a
capturing device, do not release
it, please call Cakay at 049 137
398, and report it so that they can
collect the animal and arrange for
its transport to the shelter
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KFOR NEWS

HIGH LEVEL MEETINGS

Pictured above Commander of KFOR in Kosovo
Major General Michele Risi recently met with the
Minister of Internal Affairs and Public Administration
Mr. Xhelal Sveçla. The meeting was utilized to discuss
the general security situation in the country, the
management of the situation and the prevention of
the outspread of the Covid-19 virus. Minister Sveçla
thanked Gen. Risi for the support provided to the
security institutions of the Republic of Kosovo during

the pandemic.
Commander KFOR also recently met with the Mayor
of Mitrovica North Goran Rakić. The Mayor used this
opportunity to express his thanks for the support
that KFOR donated during the COVID19 pandemic.
Gen Risi also met with the Minister for Returnees &
Communities Dalibor Jevtic with whom he discussed
the general security situation and freedom of
movement in Kosovo.

IT’S GOOD TO TALK!

CANADA NEW SNR WELCOMED

JFC Naples recently conducted a training course
with members of KFOR HQ; a regular occurrence.
What was most irregular about this training was, for
the very first time in light of Covid-19 restrictions, it
was conducted through video tele conference(VTC).
As important as the content of the lessons were the
relationships forged and the lines of communication
established. Relationships are important. It is always
good to be able to put a face to a name. It leads to
more open two way dialogue, and develops trust and
confidence. Based on the success of this venture,
further training of this nature can be delivered
through the use of VTC.

29 May saw the Change of Command Ceremony
for the Canadian Contingent. COM KFOR Gen Risi
welcomed Lt. Col Charles Gaudreau as the new
Senior National Representative (SNR) to KFOR, and
looks forward to working with him and his colleagues
in the coming months.
He also took the opportunity to thank outgoing SNR,
Commander Peter Robichaud for his outstanding
service to KFOR, and wished him a Bon Voyage as he
returns home to his family and friends. Commander
Robichaud said while he looks forward to returning
home, he will miss the many great friends he has
made here in Kosovo.
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PROFILES
“BEST FOOT FORWARD”

Gergő Marincsák joined the Hungarian Military in his home town of Debrecen on the 3rd October 2016.
Promoted to Private First Class the following year, Gergő has been busy ever since. Completing machine
gunner training, utility vehicle driver training and combat life saver courses, he deployed to Iraq in 2018-2019
as a machine gunner. From Iraq to Kosovo his enthusiasm and professionalism have not diminished. He works
tirelessly and cheerfully serving as a utility vehicle operator and combat life
saver in Alpha Company KTRBN. His mentality of working hard at all times,
coupled with a strong competitive spirit is so infectious; it influences his
colleagues to adapt the same attitude. This mindset was evident during a
full operational effectiveness exercise. Alpha Company KTRBN passed with
flying colours. With the onset of Covid-19 in Kosovo, Gergő, once again put
his best foot forward and volunteered for preparatory training in handling
Covid-19 patients. After successfully completing this training provided by
KFOR Role 1 medical facility he is ready to serve as a medical assistant
whenever he is needed.
Name: Gergő Marincsák
Rank: OR-2
Appointment: Alpha Company KTRBN

PRIDE AND HONOUR

Lt. Kamil Zdulski, is a platoon commander from the Polish Company, Maneuver Battalion, Kosovo Force
Regional Command East. He joined the Polish Land Forces in 2011 and was commissioned after his
graduation from The General Tadeusz Kosciuszko Military University of Land Forces in Wroclaw, Poland.
“For me and a lot of Polish Soldiers, there is a great pride and honor in serving in
the military”. Kamil is the first in his family to join the Polish Armed Forces.
As a platoon commander for the Polish Coy, he is charged with organizing his
platoon’s patrols and creating an environment of cohesion for 30 Soldiers. His
biggest take-aways from his mission are the ability to practice his English and
become a better leader. He is married and has a 4-year-old son, Igor. “I hope I
have started a military tradition in my family, to serve in the Polish military” he said.
Name: Kamil Zdulski / Poland
Rank: OF-2 / Lieutenant
Appointment in KFOR: Pln Commander Maneuver Battalion RC-E

FROM THE CITY OF VIKING CULTURE

I commenced my career at the Swedish Engineers Regiment in 2010. I was then appointed to the Command
and Control Regiment before I began my course to become an NCO in the Swedish Air Force. Since 2015,
I have worked in Flight Control in the Swedish Air Force. This is my first
international mission. I have also previously been involved in specific exercises
with international participation, for example ACE (Arctic Challenge Exercise).
Regarding hobbies, I run marathons every year and this year, I expect to run
in both Stockholm and Helsinki. I am a true traveler and enjoy visiting other
countries to experience different cultures. I live in Uppsala, which is considered
one of the old cities in Sweden and known for the Viking culture. Message to
family during Covid-19: I feel well here in KFOR. My mission has been extended
and I will look forward to seeing all my family when I get home later this year.
Name: Edwin Soriano / Sweden
Rank: OR-7 Senior NCO/Master Sergeant
Appointment in KFOR: APOD ADMIN, JLSG
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PHOTO OF THE MONTH

“Sunset and Silhouette”
Stefano De Ruggieri OF-3 ITA -A
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Contribute to
the KFOR Chronicle!
Just send your photos to:

kforchronicle@hq.kfor.nato.int
by the 20th of the month explaining where you
took the photo and what equipment you used.
We will then select one of the submitted images
and publish it in the next edition of the Chronicle.
A KFOR Chronicle T-Shirt is awarded each
month to the winning photographer. You will be
immortalised in the KFOR Chronicle!
Is that not something to be proud of?
Sincerely,
The Chronicle Team.

“Summer is Coming”

Photo: Francesco ESPOSITO (ITA-Army)
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