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ADMIRAL FOGGO VISIT

On 17 SEP 19, U.S. Navy Admiral James Foggo, Commander NATO Joint Force Command Naples (JFC Naples),
visited the Headquarters of KFOR at Camp Film City in Pristina, where he was welcomed by COM KFOR, Major
General Lorenzo D’Addario. Admiral Foggo was briefed by COM KFOR and the international HQ Staff on the
latest developments in the current security and political situation in Kosovo as well as the wider Balkans
region. After the briefing, Admiral Foggo expressed his appreciation for the overall improved security situation
in Kosovo and he also greeted members of KFOR. He emphasized the importance of KFOR in the delicate and
complex context of the Balkans and the need to continue to accomplish the mission promoting progress and
dialogue in the region.

CSM Meeting

On 12-15 AUG 19, a Command Sergeant Major (CSM) visit took place in the Headquarters of KFOR at Camp Film
City in Pristina. The Command Senior Enlisted Leader (CSEL) from the Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers
Europe (SHAPE) CSM Siim SALISTE and Allied Joint Force Command Naples (JFC Naples), CSEL CSM Hans
Juergen STARK visited the NCOs of RC-W and RC-E. They also attended a meeting with all CSMs of the units/
sub-units belonging to KFOR, where they discussed the important topics of NCOs in the NATO environment
and various training professional development programs for NCOs.

KFOR Chronicle 09/2019

3

The KFOR Magazine for KFOR People

September 2019

SILVER SABRE EXERCISE
The main focus for KFOR HQ
in September was aimed
towards the Silver Sabre
2019-2 Command Post
Exercise (CPE) which was
conducted in Camp Film City
from 19 to 27 SEP 19.

year and is focused on managing
emergency and civil disturbance
scenarios in accordance with the
three-layered response concept
agreed upon between KFOR,
EULEX and Institutions in Kosovo
KFOR troops gathered to conduct
(IiK). Exercise Silver Sabre was
the tenth year of Silver Sabre
divided into four parts: Media
exercise, in close cooperation
Training, Foundation Training,
with all the local institutions,
Command Post Exercise and an
NALT (NATO Advisory and Liaison
After Action Review.
Team), EULEX, Kosovo Security
The aim for KFOR was to facilitate
Council, Emergency Management
and familiarize the organizations
Agency, Kosovo Security Forces,
with
large
scale
incident
Kosovo Police and NGOs under
management procedures, namely
the guidance of KFOR Deputy
with scenarios caused by natural
Commander, Brigadier General
disasters, including flooding,
Reinhard Ruckenstuhl.
chemical contamination, heavy
This exercise is scheduled twice a
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rain, fires, and civilian displacement,
in order to contribute to local
capacity building and improve the
level of coordination amongst all
the stakeholders in Kosovo.
Silver Sabre 2019-2 took the
form of a 3-Day Command Post
Exercise (CPX) with its primary
concern with IiK exercising
their command, control and
coordination capabilities in largescale incident management at the
leadership level. There were five
municipalities who participated
in the exercise: ISTOK/ ISTOG, PEC/
PEJE, DECAN/ DECANI, JUNIK/
JUNIK, and DJAKOVICA/ GJAKOVE.
During the exercise, personnel
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KFOR

had the opportunity to revise
response documentation used
during emergency situations,
improve mutual understanding

and interoperability between the
International Organizations and
Institutions in Kosovo.
A series of training crises scenarios
known as “injects” occurred
throughout the day and night,
which challenged the capabilities of
the organisations and institutions
to react quickly to the unfolding
emergency situations. In addition
to the crisis scenario injects, the
exercise included several press
conferences to test the institutions
communications and to provide
accurate information to the public
about the response that they
carried out. Media training and
collaboration was conducted by
the Public Affair Regional Centre
from Skopje and students from
AAB College in Pristina acted as
journalists during the exercise.
The Silver Sabre exercise was
concluded by a Distinguished
Visitors
Day
(DVD)
where
COM KFOR Major General
D’Addario and DCOM Brigadier
of roles and responsibilities on General Reinhard Ruckenstuhl
decision making and coordinating addressed the participants of
lines of efforts, improving the Silver Sabre exercise. Maj
communication, synchronization Gen Lorenzo D’Addario, in his

KFOR Chronicle 09/2019
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SILVER SABRE EXERCISE

KFOR
Gen Ruckenstuhl referred to the
importance of this exercise, with
KFOR setting the framework , as the
facilitators to assist the institutions
in communication, coordination
and cooperation to deal with real
life emergency situations.
Comdt. Joanne Naughton
OF-3 IRL-A
PAO Chief Internal Information

closing speech expressed his and commitment demonstrated
gratitude and appreciation for and for the results achieved by
the professionalism, dedication, all the attendees involved. Brig

CIMIC SUPPORTS HEALTH CARE
The Italian CIMIC team
from Regional Command
West (RC-W) conducted a
donation to a local hospital
in Gorazhdevc/Goraždevac
on 20 AUG 19. RC-W’s CIMIC
team
donated
various
medical instruments to
measure glycaemia. The
small Serbian village of
Gorazhdevc/Goraždevac
had been chosen for the
donation because more than
30 percent of its population
and in the nearby areas
suffer from diabetes.

has often cooperated with the
24th Field Artillery Regiment for
humanitarian activities conducted
both in Italy and abroad.
The
Gorazhdevc/Goraždevac
hospital
director,
Doctor
Stanisllava Radovic, on the day of
the donation took the opportunity
to thank Colonel Daniele Pisani,
RC-W’s Commander, for what the
KFOR soldiers, and in particular
soldiers from RC-W, have been

The requirement for the donation
was identified thanks to an Italian
donor, Miss Silavana Paratore. The
donor is a Sicilian lawyer who lives
in Messina, the city where the 24th
Field Artillery Regiment, which
actually composes the RC-W’s
Italian contingent, is based. She
has been engaged in volunteering
in Sicily for several years and
6
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RC-W
assisting the Serbian community
of Gorazhdevc/Goraždevac for
many years. This cooperation and
assistance to local communities
reflects the commitment of KFOR
to improve the health facilities
for the people of all ethnic
backgrounds in Kosovo.
OF2 Stefano DE SANTIS
ITA - A
RC-W PAO
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LMT Visits Women’s Shelter

K-21 (RC-E)

to understand and feel the pulse of
the Kosovo population.
Sgt. Kirby enjoys his role as an LMT
with the opportunities he has to
talk with the people of Kosovo,
while representing KFOR and the
United States in a positive light.
He emphasized that the outcome
of the public’s perception is part
of LMT work. “The information, the
goodwill and the charity that you
get out of it is incredible,” Sgt. Kirby
said. “We are definitely a force
multiplier in that respect.”
LMTs engagement reinforces
the shared values of gender
balance while integrating a
gender perspective on the needs
of both male and females in the
A single chandelier provided us with problems,” said Staff Sgt. communities in their daily work,
enough light, yet the room’s Garrett Kirby. We’ll address them as well as working on possible
solutions to improve their lives
real light came from the hope if we can.” Sgt. Kirby is deployed here in Kosovo.
provided by the women who in support of KFOR LMT K-21,
from 1st Battalion, 297th Infantry
run “My Home” – a shelter Regiment, Alaska National Guard.
Spc. Grant Ligon
for women and child victims LMTs are responsible for going out
USA-A
of violence.
into the communities regularly, and
RC-E
acting as KFOR Commander’s eyes
and ears. They collect information
On 28 AUG 19, the KFOR Regional
Command – East (RC-E) Liaison
Monitoring Team (LMT), K-21,
collaborated with TF MED to
arrange a meeting, with shelter
leaders,
in
Ferizaj/Urosevac,
Kosovo.
The goal of the meeting was to
exchange ideas and with the help
of TF MED Clinical Psychologist
and Chief of Behavioral Health and
Specialty Services, Maj. Demietrice
Pittman, find ways to improve
victims’ conditions. Meetings such
as this help the LMTs establish
relationships based on confidence
with the women of the shelter and
local community in Kosovo.
“We want the population to feel
that they can trust us and come to
KFOR Chronicle 09/2019
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GIVE LIFE, GIVE BLOOD

RC-W

Italian
soldiers
from
Regional Command West
(RC-W) conducted a blood
donation campaign on 23
AUG 19 and 26 AUG 19 for
the communities in Peč/Pejë.
The blood donation called
“Give Life, Give Blood” was
organized and conducted by
RC-W’s medical personnel in
cooperation with personnel
from the Peč/Pejë blood
transfusion center.
The
blood
donation
was
conducted in Camp “Villaggio
Italia” (CVI) at the Italian Role One
hospital where, for the occasion,
a special room had been setup to
host volunteers while they were
giving blood. During the two
blood donation days a complete
blood test, free of charge, was
guaranteed to all donors by the
transfusion center.
The blood donation is an
activity done by Italian soldiers

periodically, conducted for the
second time this year, with the
previous one conducted in MAY
19. This compassionate initiative
assists patients in need of blood
transfusions Kosovo wide.
During the two days in which the
blood donation was carried out, the
director of the blood transfusion
center, Doctor Rezarta Dresha –

Berisha, expressed her gratitude
to all donors who contributed to
the donation of 47 bags of blood.
Furthermore, she expressed her
gratitude to the RC-W Commander,
Colonel Daniele Pisani, who not
only endorsed the activity, but
he also inaugurated the blood
donation campaign as first donor
giving his blood. Doctor Berisha
expressed how blood donation
is a paramount initiative which
not only is useful to the patients
who receive the blood and their
families, but also for all personnel
working in the transfusion center,
because without a good reserve
of blood we are powerless to deal
with the huge demands of blood
transfusions required nowadays.
This is the reason why, in
cooperation with Italian soldiers,
we chose the motto “Give Life,
Give Blood”.
OF2 Stefano DE SANTIS
ITA - A
RC-W PAO
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Kindergarden Renovation

MSU

On the morning of 12 SEP 19, the MSU
(Multinational
Specializated
Unit)
Carabinieri Contingent, through its CIMIC
Team (Civil Military Cooperation), formalized
the inauguration of an important project
concerning the restructuring of the heating
system at the Kindergarten “House of Peace”,
ran by the order of the Basilian nuns in the
village of Bec, municipality of Gjakova/ continues to improve the spirit of friendships and
Ðakovica.
effective collaboration between the MSU Carabinieri

and the Kosovo people, providing assistance to the
young people in the communities.
The ceremony was attended by MSU Carabinieri
Regiment
Commander,
Colonel
Ruggiero
CAPODIVENTO, a delegation of the Regiment, the
CIMIC Team, the village chief of Bec, local press,
personnel from the Institute, local population and
most importantly the little students. This donation
worth approximately 4000 euro was fully financed by
the Italian Joint Operation Command of Rome.
During the ceremony a MSU soldier staged a fun
This project was in response to a specific request of magic show with soap bubbles for the Kindergarten
the school which hosts approximately fifty children children and it was followed by a ribbon cutting
ceremony and an explanation of the project that was
with different religious and ethnical backgrounds.
The renovation works involved the heating system carried out by the CIMIC Team. This was a fantastic
of the Institute, replacing several radiators, pipes day, showing how a worthwhile donation can be truly
and other components necessary to improve its appreciated to help the future prospects of children
efficiency. A local company from the municipality of in Kosovo.
OF-2 LUIGI SCALINGI
Gjakova/Ðakovica completed the scheduled works.
MSU G3 CHIEF
This donation ensuring a safe and comfortable
PAO
environment for the students of the Kindergarten,
as they face into winter conditions ahead. It also

KFOR Chronicle 09/2019
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AMBER CASTLE EXERCISE

RC-E

The unmistakable sounds of
tactical vehicles and Black
Hawk helicopters rumbled
and whirred over the Kosovo
city of Gjilan/Gnjilane on 29
AUG 19. The KFOR 26 Kinetic
Battalion and Task Force
Dragonmaster
(Aviation)
planned and executed a
training mission to extract
Polish soldiers from Camp
Marechal de Lattre de
Tassigny and insert them by
air to a hilltop in the south of
the Regional Command-East
(RC-E) area of operations.
have reorganized numerous times multinational response capability
“KFOR 26 uses both air and
ground assets to respond to any
security situation, which is why
you see both during this mission,”
explained U.S. Army Col. Robert
Hughes, commander of RC-E. “This
is a part of our normal training
plan.”
The exercise tested numerous
KFOR 26 assets, including the
multinational Company’s of the
Kinetic Battalion. Turkish soldiers
provided ground security at the
helicopter landing site (HLS), and
members of the Liaison Monitoring
Teams canvassed nearby towns
informing local residents of the
training exercise.
“We work hand-in-hand with
our communities,” Hughes said.
“Partnerships are important for the
success of our mission, and these
exercises are important for our
mission readiness.”
This was the first large exercise to
be planned and carried out by RCE, which recently restructured from
Multinational Battle Group-East
(MNBG-E). In more than 20 years
of proud service, KFOR elements
10

in response to the operational to provide a safe and secure
environment and needs of the environment for the people of
people of Kosovo.
Kosovo.
“In the event of an actual security
situation, KFOR is the third
responder,” Hughes emphasized.
Capt. Amelia Thatcher
“The Kosovo Police and EULEX are
OF-2 USA-A
the first and second responders for
RC-E PAO
security situations in Kosovo on a
daily basis.”
Photos by U.S. Army Staff Sgt.
RC-E carried out Operation
Nicholas Young
Amber Castle to increase joint
interoperability and exercise

KFOR Chronicle 09/2019
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Leaving the Past Behind

JLSG

Previous security positions
that were occupied by
KFOR soldiers in 1999 were
removed for the residents in
South Mitrovice/Mitrovica.

Regional Command East (RC-E)
and the Liaison Monitoring Team
(LMT) K2 determined that these
old KFOR structures were now
obsolete and dangerous for the
families living in the locality. Joint
Engineer branch (JENG) and Joint
Logistic Support Group (JLSG)
were tasked to remove these 63
Hesco Bastion units spread over
22 meters and located between
residences and garages. On 02
20 years ago in South Mitrovice/ SEP 19, the Ukrainian Engineers
Mitrovica municipality, KFOR Company with the assistance of
French troops were responsible for the Austrian Transport Company
the manning of many checkpoints safely completed the removal
which
required
special
infrastructure and protection.
Consequently, many Hesco Bastion
walls were erected in order to
increase the security of the troops
at these locations. These types
of walls provide good protection
against possible explosive devices
and small arms fire. Over the past
few years, the security situation in
Kosovo has changed immensely
and the posture of KFOR has
adapted accordingly. This area
that was previously occupied by
KFOR troops has now been given
to the property of the Privatization
Agency of Kosovo and Kosovars
have built their residences around
these protective structures.

KFOR Chronicle 09/2019

of these walls. This work was
accomplished efficiently in 2 days
and provided a safe and clear
space for the residents to improve
the area in which they live.
KFOR will continue to devote its
efforts to support all initiatives
that benefit the safety of every
citizen living in Kosovo.
Major JR Fleury
OF-3 CAN-A
JLSG/JLOC
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A VISUAL OVERVIEW

04 SEP 2019
KFOR Commander
Major General D’Addario
welcomed H.E. Nicholas
Abbott GBR Ambassador to
Kosovo.

12 SEP 2019
KFOR Commander
Major General D’Addario
welcomed H.E. Zahir Tanin,
SRSG UNMIK to KFOR HQ.

15 SEP 2019
KFOR Commander Major
General D’Addario met with
Major Gen Lucas Caduff
Swiss Armed Forces to
KFOR HQ.

12
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COM KFOR
16 SEP 2019
KFOR Commander
Major General D’Addario
welcomed Brig Gen
Aburumman, Director of
Warfare Operations, Jordan
to KFOR HQ.

17 SEP 2019
KFOR Commander Major
General D’Addario hosted
Command NATO Joint
Force Command, Naples,
Admiral James Foggo to
KFOR HQ.

25 SEP 2019
KFOR Commander
Major General D’Addario
hosted Lt. Gen S. A.
Gianni Candotti Air Force
Operational Command to
KFOR HQ.

KFOR Chronicle 09/2019
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RAPID REACTION TRAINING

RC-W

Regional Command West (RC-W) has carried
out a combined field exercise aimed to
improve the interoperability between
kinetic and non-kinetic units conducting a
synchronized exercise in response to real
threats.

With the restructure of MNBG-W’s C2 (Command
and Control) chain on the 15 AUG 19, the new
KFOR structure Regional Command West (RWW), organized an exercise “Tangled Eel” to test and
enhance the coordination and the interoperability
between RC-W’s kinetic and non-kinetic battalions.
The field exercise, conducted on 05 SEP 19, consisted
of a field house evacuation scenario, where Austrian
soldiers from Bravo Coy, acting as OPFOR (Opposing
Forces) troops, simulated an incident which escalated
and affected a field house where one of the RC-W’s
LMT had been detached.
The simulated operation was planned and executed
in three phases. In the first phase, Austrian troops
from Alpha Coy isolated the affected area to
prevent the protesting crowd to receive any further
reinforcements. In the second phase, Italian and
Moldovan troops were deployed to the hostile area

14

in order to conduct riot-control. In the third phase,
Italian troops were inserted by Croatian helicopters
to the hostile disturbance area, tasked to evacuate
the Liaison Monitoring Team.
As anticipated, the field house exercise was useful
to test the coordination and the interoperability, not
only between the RC-W’s kinetic and non-kinetic
units, but also to test the newly formed RC-W’s
Command Group. It ensured that all the assets could
be deployed during the scheduled phases, dealing
with the unforeseen operational situations as they
were presented. This effectively improved the tactical
procedures of the KFOR units from RC-W working
simultaneous to enhance their capability in facing real
threats that could affect their troops, while remaining
a robust and credible force capable of carrying out
the mission assigned.

KFOR Chronicle 09/2019
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Change of Command Ceremony
On the 19 SEP 19, the
Hungarian KFOR Contingent
held its Change of Command
ceremony in Camp Novo
Selo (CMLT), between the
20th and 21th Rotation.

KTRBN

over the unit’s flag to incoming
Contingent Commander, that
symbolized the Change of
Command between the 20th and
21st Rotations.
Both the incoming and outgoing
Contingent
Commanders
addressed their speeches to
assembled guests and KFOR
soldiers during this ceremony. In his
speech the incoming commander
stated: “I assured the Commander
that despite our differences , my
contingent and I, will work hard
to keep up with the well-earned
reputation of the KTRBN and that
KFOR will have the same trust of
the Tactical Reserve Battalion with
the same capabilities.”
Major General Lorenzo D’Addario,
COM
KFOR
attended
the
ceremony, and delivered his
speech to the soldiers of the
Kosovo Tactical Reserve Battalion
(KTRBN). He thanked Lieutenant
Colonel Szabolcs RÁCZ and his
soldiers who have served KFOR
successfully for the past 6 months
and he welcomed the incoming
Commander, Lieutenant Colonel
Gábor FARKAS and his soldiers
in Kosovo. He acknowledged
in his speech, that KFOR has
been present for 20 years in
the Balkans and has achieved
suitable conditions for the people
of Kosovo and that KTRBN is an
essential part of the effort of KFOR,
that continously provides a safe
and secure environment.
Commander of KFOR handed

OF-2 Piroska KOZÁK
KTRBN
PAO

KFOR Chronicle 09/2019
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RC-E

Women’s Equality Day
On 24 AUG 19, the U.S. Army
celebrated Women’s Equality
Day at Camp Bondsteel,
which marked 100 Years of
the fight to secure Women’s
voting Rights in the United
States.

The event was in an open forum
setting with K4 radio manager
Emina Hyseni, U.S. Army First Lt.
Sarah Pitman, U.S. Air Force Tech.
Sgt. Olivia Tippy, and Play2Educate
founder Gena Sturgon lead
discussion on women’s issues in
the KFOR area of operations. They
addressed women’s roles and
challenges in professional and
military life, work-life balance, and
future progress to be made.
U.S. Army Capt. Debra Cho, 44th
Infantry Brigade Combat Team
Headquarters and Headquarters
Company commander, described
how the anniversary of the
Nineteenth Amendment to the
U.S. Constitution ties in with issues
faced by female soldiers in the
present day.
“This is about opportunity for all
women and all soldiers,” she said.
“The fight isn’t over.”

16

The forum was opened by RC-E
commander, U.S. Army Col. Robert
Hughes, who described how
the U.S. Army has evolved and
improved due to diversity and
increased female participation
throughout the organization.
“I had the opportunity to be the first
battalion commander in the New
Jersey National Guard to integrate
women into combat arms,” he said
with pride, referring to the recent
selection of the state’s first female
field artillery officer.
“And now, as a brigade
commander, we’re deployed with
our first female headquarters
company
commander
and
executive officer,” Hughes added,
emphasized the importance of
recognizing both male and female
soldiers’ experience and leadership
potential. “We’re a much better
organization because of it.”
The KFOR Chief of Staff (COS),
Brig Gen Shaun Harris expressed
his delight of attending the event
to participate and listen to the
contributions of the international
participants. According to Harris,
this is all about “opening up
doors to everyone inside of our
services and making sure that our
international partners see what
we do as the United States when
it comes to making sure that
everyone has opportunities within
our services.”

KFOR Chronicle 09/2019

Background of Women’s Equality
Day
Throughout the early history of the
United States of America, many
generations of women’s suffrage
supporters had been lecturing,
writing, marching, lobbying, and
practicing civil disobedience for
decades to achieve what many
Americans considered radical
societal change.
These efforts galvanized on June
4, 1919, when the United States
Congress proposed the Nineteenth
Amendment to the Constitution.
The amendment reads:
“The right of citizens of the United
States to vote shall not be denied
or abridged by the United States
or by any State on account of sex.
On August 26, 1920, more than
a year after it was brought to the
floor of the United States Congress,
the right to vote was enshrined in
the Constitution.
In 1971, Congress officially
recognized August 26 of each
year as Women’s Equality Day. This
and many other observances by
the U.S. Department of Defense
reinforce the importance of human
relations, equal opportunity, equal
employment opportunity, and
diversity as foundations in the
building of leadership.
Capt. Amelia Thatcher
OF-2 USA-A
RC-E PAO
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KFOR HQ

ISR BN
ISR
BN
(Intelligence,
Surveillance
and
Reconnaissance Battalion)
was established in KFOR
Headquarters since 01 JUN
16, dedicated to guarantee
continuous
situational
awareness across the ISR
spectrum.
The ISR Bn is a multinational taskorganized Unit operating in KFOR
and it is composed of personnel
from several different Nations,
representing a full complement
of contributing NATO and partner
countries. It was established
to support KFOR’s mission
by providing its contribution
by
building
comprehensive
situational awareness through
the use of its specialized assets. It
provides early warning with the
purpose of ensuring, continuous
and accurate information to the
KFOR Commander, so that the
information can be analyzed
to provide a safe and secure
environment and freedom of
movement for all the citizens in
Kosovo. The ISR BN is commanded
by an Italian Officer, Lieutenant
Colonel Pasquale Silvestro, from
the Italian Army ISR Brigade.
The ISR BN Commander said
that the ISR BN is a dynamic
unit with soldiers from different
nationalities,
languages
and
cultural background; that work
effectively, as one team, with one
mission, United in Commitment!
The symbol of the ISR BN depicts
an Owl, which represents the
spiritual influence, wisdom and
knowledge in Greece, Rome, and
in Celtic mythology. As a nocturnal

creature this bird symbolizes security of the people in Kosovo.
inner-knowledge, psychic ability,
and intuition. In the recent
world, the owl symbol is used
Pasquale SILVESTRO
to symbolize education and it is
Lt. Col. ITA-A
often represented as a graduation
Commander ISR BN
mascot. Many cultures associated
owl with intelligence, brilliance,
wisdom, power and knowledge.
On 01 SEP 19, ISR BN formally
relocated its Headquarters from
Camp Marechal de Lattre de
Tassigny (CMLT) in NOVO SELO to
Camp Film City (CFC) in Pristina.

This specialized unit continues to
utilizes its full array of sophisticated
systems to monitor all the relevant
factors that contribute to the
KFOR Chronicle 09/2019
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KFOR HQ

MEDAL PARADE

On 12 SEP 19, KFOR commander, Major General Lorenzo D’Addario, chaired the military parade to reward
military personnel who served Kosovo Force with the non-article 5 medal of NATO.

18
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SOLDIER OF THE MONTH
Name: 		
Rank: 		
Nationality:
Unit: 		
Serving As:

George Purdy
SPC
USA
TF EOD
EOD
SPECIALIST,
TM 3-3

Spc Purdy enlisted in the army as
a Spc in September of 2016. Prior
to enlisting, Spc Purdy earned
a B.A. in Business Management
from Virginia Wesleyan College.
Throughout the last year, while
assigned to the 702nd OD CO
(EOD), Spc Purdy has displayed
a foundation of strong moral
character and personal drive.
He is a true ambassador of the
army and the EOD career field.
The strongest attribute that can
be applied to an EOD technician
is the desire to learn; Spc Purdy

has applied this trait in pursuit of
mastering the skills necessary to be
an EOD team member, as well as
his additional duties. By applying
the fundamentals of what has been
taught to him, Spc Purdy is able
to remain goal-orientated, both
personally and professionally. Spc
Purdy is unquestionably the most
responsible and professional junior
enlisted service member within
my direct sphere of influence. Spc
Purdy has maintained a positive
presence within his organisation
and regularly influences others
to remain active. He is the main
effort in the on-going fight to get
soldiers away from their video game
consoles at every opportunity. Spc
Purdy‘s interests include: physical
fitness, rock climbing and classic
rock.
Spc Purdy is solely responsible for

KFOR Chronicle 09/2019

scene management while his team
leader investigates fom obstacles
within the AO. He has expertly
negotiated the challenges of
working with our foreign partners
on two UXO responses since
arriving at Camp Bondsteel and
11 EOD incidents while training at
JMRC. Throughout the KFOR 26
rotation at JMRC, Spc Purdy took
the initiative to demonstrate the use
of unfamiliar equipment to EOD
team members from Moldova,
Kosovo and Latvia to ensure
mission success. The Dancon
Ruck March was a priority for Spc
Purdy. In addition to completing
the event, Spc Purdy explained the
importance of the multi-national
event to other members of TF EOD
and facilitated the administrative
functions necessary to participate.
A worthy winner of the Soldier of
the Month.
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JMED

MASCAL Exercise
From 19-20 SEP 19, a
multinational
MASCAL
exercise was simulated
in order to train, test and
exercise KFOR troops and
Kosovo Institutions in a
MASCAL PLAN.
This MASCAL exercise was
facilitated by JMED, Swiss Role 1,
MEDEVAC, RC-E, Battle Desk, JOC,
JOC PECC and TF Aviation to train
25 Kosovo Police (KP) and 6 Kosovo
Security Council (KSC) personnel.
The purpose of the Exercise was
to verify the capability of the
response in this case, of a gunshot
wound incident in the area of
Drenas/Glogovac .
A MASCAL situation not only
involves Medical Staff but the
management of the emergency
situation requires the support
of the other components of the
force available. A MASCAL can
be defined as a situation where
there is an excessive gap between
the casualty load and medical
capabilities for its conventional
management. It demands an
organized medical approach

where the concept of Triage is
essential.
Prior to the exercise, training
was conducted with the external
institutions on procedures that
would test the accuracy of their
drills that needed to be carried out
in a MEDEVAC situation. Classroom
training involved training the
Kosovo Police (KP), the University
Clinical Centre of Kosovo (UCCK)
and the Kosovo Security Council
(KSC) on the 9-Liner medical
operation centre procedures. This
training evolved into MEDEVAC

training at Camp Vrelo where
training was conducted with 25 KP
to teach the basic of coordinating
helicopter drills, patient handover,
unloading of patients and the
procedures of the new Heli
Landing Site at UCCK.
During the exercise, KP executed
the 9-Liner response to the KSC,
who coordinated with KFOR JOC
PECC. The patient arrived to the
hospital in less than one hour on
both days, which meet the golden
hour standard. Communication,
Landing and Patient transfers
were executed in an efficient and
effective manner under the new
UCCK agreement. This exercise
was a great success, achieving
collective training and improving
the coordination, communication
and cooperation of the medical
procedures of the KP and KSC.
Comdt. Joanne Naughton
OF-3 IRL-A
PAO Chief Internal Information
&
Contributor: Capt Alicia Gebele
OF-2 USA-A
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RC-E

BOOTS ON THE GROUND
When Multinational Battle
Group-East
(MNBG-E)
became Regional CommandEast (RC-E) on 15 AUG 19, the
most important thing of all
that did not change was the
KFOR mission.
The Liaison Monitoring Teams
(LMT) of KFOR 26, which now fall
under the Non kinetic Battalion
and RC-E staff for coordination and
reporting purposes, maintain their
presence in the communities with
which they work hand-in-hand.
Turkish Army OF-1 Y. Emre Kestane,
team leader of Kilo 12 based in
Camp Film City, described his
team’s premobilization training
and their area of responsibility in
and around the region of Lipjan
during an office call with RC-E
commander, U.S. Army Col. Robert
Hughes on 14 SEP 19.
“Winter is coming and we are
focused on safety,” Lt. Kestane said.
“For us and for all the people in
Kosovo.”
Lt. Kestane explained that Adem
Jashari Airport in Prishtina/Pristina

is the largest employer in the
region, including many of the
residents of the Kilo 12 area of
responsibility. He added that while
recent airport strikes had affected
the people with whom they work,
freedom of movement in Kosovo
remained stable.
Lt.Kestane
also
explained
that Kilo 12 rotates their team
members individually, rather than
redeploying entire teams at once.
“This way we have continuity of
operations,” Lt. Kestane said. “We
have responsibilities toward the
local community.”
Kilo 12 oriented the RC-E command
team to key sites in and around
Lipjan, including the Kosovo

Police station and municipal
government buildings. The route
led to the village of Medvegje/
Medvece, with its brick houses and
the occasional chicken coop along
a narrow paved lane.
“You have incredible power to do
something, to make the lives of
the people of Kosovo better,” Col.
Hughes said to Kestane and his
team, as they met with several
residents.
A cool September breeze
unexpectedly mingled with the
hot sun over Medvece, almost as
a reminder that summer is nearly
over. Col. Hughes and Lt. Kestane
bade farewell to the large group of
children who had gathered around
Kilo 12, smiling and showing off
their soccer jerseys and asking
for bonbon candy, which Kilo 12
brought out in large handfuls to
the kids’ delight.
“That’s what this is all about, right
there,” Col. Hughes said as the
children hugged the Americans
and the Turks goodbye. “They’re
the future of Kosovo.”
Capt. Amelia Thatcher
OF-2 USA-A
RC-E PAO
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Military Career and education: My military career started at 14 years old at the Military
College “Mihai Viteazul” from Alba-Iulia (Ro). Therefore, I can say that by now I spent
half of my life in the military. I continued studying at the Air Force Academy “Henri
Coanda” from Brasov (Ro), where I graduated as the highest ranking student in my
year of studies. I have been awarded for this performance by the Romanian Ministry of
Defence with the Military Emblem Class II. After an initial training course of six months
at the Air Force School “Aurel Vlaicu ”, I chose my first appointment as a human resources
officer at the 90th Airlift Military Airbase “Comandor Aviator Gheorghe Banciulescu”
from Otopeni (Ro). My second appointment was also in the human resources field, as
chief of mobilization, dealing with reserve personnel and the status of the organization
of the unit. I have a master’s degree in Air Space Security and Journalism. After my
studies, I chose to continue my career at the Romanian PSYOPS Centre “Samoila Marza”,
where I am currently working in the operations and plans section. The PSYOPS course
of “Security, Stability, Transition and Reconstruction Operations Course” at “Carol I”
National Defence University was the main course which determined my career path and
convinced me to continue my career in PSYOPS, a field of activity I very much enjoy
working in. I need to stay passionate about my work, as when I do so I remain motivated
and I achieve great performances.
Overseas mission: This deployment to KFOR is my first overseas mission, but it will
certainly not be my last. I plan to return one day to Kosovo, but I am also interested in
working in other environments in order to expand my knowledge and develop myself
further.
Family reaction: My family is very proud of me and also very supportive. They constantly
remind me that I should work less, as they are very caring. However, when I am happy
about what I am doing, they also share my feelings.
Hobbies: I always make time for my hobbies, since I can’t function otherwise. I love
practicing different sports to boost my adrenaline: volleyball and long distance running
are right now my top hobbies. I also enjoy singing and reading: it calms me down and it
gives me a state of comfort.

Military Career and education: I joined the Armenian army in 2015 and I have been a
rifleman for the last for 5 years. I completed the instructors course and the ‘Hohenfe/s’
SRS training course in 2016. I served overseas in Afghanistan from February to August
2017. In January 2018, I served as an instructor in “ZAR” training centre until my
deployment here in KFOR. In the “ZAR” training centre, I had great experience working
on joint exercises with personnel from different countries including soldiers from the
Cannes Guardian Force.
Overseas mission: I served with the German Army in Kabul, Afghanistan in 2017. I
worked in the area of security for the Operation centre. This is my first overseas mission
here in Pristina, Kosovo for 6 months. I coordinate the personnel under my command
to ensure that all security tasking are carried out in Camp Film City. It is a big pleasure
for me to serve here and support my contingent and international colleagues.
Family reaction: My family is very supportive of me and my career. Of course, my
family misses me, but at the same time they are constantly supporting me, because they
care about the importance of my job.
Hobbies: Gym, swimming, movies, but I try to spend as much time with my family as
possible..
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