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“GIVE LIFE - GIVE BLOOD”

“Give life - Give blood” , “Dona
vita Dona sangue”, the activity
undertaken and promoted by the
Italian soldiers of the MNBG-W to
donate blood to the transfusion
center of the Peč / Pejë Regional
Hospital.
The idea came from the
Commander of MNBG-W, Colonel
Gianfranco Di Marco and his
Medical Staff who, through the
CIMIC Cell, agreed on the activity
with the Director of the Regional
Hospital of Peč / Pejë, Dr. Skënder
Dreshaj. These donations will assist
the hospital with blood donations
that are required to treat the most
serious clinical cases.
Every Friday in May, the Italian
and Moldovian soldiers of Camp
Villaggio Italia (CVI) participated in
the goodwill gesture of solidarity
in support of the population of
Kosovo. The donations took place
at the ROLE 1 base where, military
doctors assisted personnel from
the mobile transfusion center of
the Peč / Pejë Hospital, to complete
blood tests and donations from all
participants.
The response of KFOR’s Italian
and Moldovian soldiers was swift
and full of enthusiasm, with large
number of soldiers joining the

MNBG-W

DÁddario and MSU Commander,
Colonel Ruggiero Capodivento
who joined the troops to donate
blood on the first day of this event.
The Councilor for Administration
of the Municipality of Peč /
Pejë, Fatmir Asllani and the
representative of the Serbian
Community at the Municipality
of Peč / Pejë, Slobodan Petrovic,
along with other authorities also
took part in the inaugural day of
“Give life Give blood” initiative.
All donors were given a medal to
project. The response of the local symbolize this initiative and as a
civilian workers in CVI was also personnel keepsake to remember
significant, where both Kosovar- this important event.
Albanian and Kosovar-Serbian
personnel contributed to this
worthy cause.
Lt. Col. Gennaro Troise
KFOR soldiers provide a safe
OF-4 ITA-A
environment and freedom of
movement in Kosovo but, at the
MNBG-W
same time, they have always
PAO Chief
supported the civilian population
and in particular to those most
in need. The gesture of donating
blood is a voluntary, personal
gesture and a strong altruism
that confirms the impartiality of
KFOR towards the different ethnic
groups and religions present in
Kosovo.
The initiative was supported by
the COMKFOR, Maj Gen Lorenzo
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“A Man’s Best Friend”
“A Man’s Best Friend” is a phrase that truly
describes the relationship in Camp Film City
between the dedicated Austrian dog handlers
and their highly trained Military Dogs who
are deployed in the mission as Narcotic and
Explosive Detector Dogs. This not only defines
their roles, they can also be deployed to assist
with crowd and riot control, mine search, rescue
dogs and to guard high-security areas such
as technical facilities, airports, ammunition
storage areas and restricted areas.
The beginning of the Austrian military dog movement
dates back to the year 1914, to the beginning of the First
World War, when the War Dog Training School was
founded in Vienna. After the collapse of the Danube
Monarchy in 1918, only 46 years later, in 1964, a military
dog squadron was founded in Kaisersteinbruch, in the
province of Burgenland.
As a basis, four German shepherd dogs served in the
Customs Guard. The first dog registered in the army
(root roll number 1) was the German shepherd dog
“Haris”, the first Rottweiler was a female dog “Assi von
der Mais” (root roll number 22). In 1990, the military
dog squadron was expanded, with several additional
kennels and a training area of about eight hectares which
meet the modern standards required for the welfare of
the dogs. This allows the military
dog squadron to train approximately
110 dogs simultaneously. In 2007,
the military dog squadron was
renamed as the military dog center.
The military dog center achieved
numerous successes in rescue and
services dog championships, as well
as many federal and breed group
victories. On May 31, 2007, the center
was named the “Unit of the Year”, as
the best and most innovative unit of
the Federal Army in 2007.

Intelligence, Special Forces and Foreign Quota. In the
Austrian MPs they have only Malinois and German
Shepard Dogs in their Unit.

Austrian Military dogs are currently
deployed to the Land Forces (Armed
Forces & Military Police Command,
Military Training Areas), Operational
Support, the Office of Defense, Army
4
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Camp Film City
Profile:
Dog Handler: Klaus FRIEDRICH
OR-9
MP since 2007 and Dog Handler
since 2007
Appointment in KFOR: CPT-DCOM
Dog: BIBI
Age: 5 years old
Sex: Female
Dog Handler: Christopher
LEHMANN OR-6
MP since 2009 and Dog Handler
since 2017
Appointment in KFOR: IMP
Dog: THOR
Age: 3 years old
Sex: Male
Both dogs were purchased by the Austrian Army when
they were 1 year old. They live with their dog handlers
during their service and will stay with the dog handler
after they retire. They are both trained as Guard/
Explosive dogs, which involves a total of 8.5 months of
training in the following areas, 3.5 months as a Guard
dog, 3.5 months on Search training and 1.5 months on

Riot Crowd Control Training.
For all of you dog lovers, I know you are truly envious
of the role of Klaus and Christopher who get to dedicate
their time looking after these two beautiful, highly
trained and respected Guard/Explosive dogs here in
Camp Film City.

KFOR Chronicle 05/2019
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Digital Transformation
On 09 MAY, JRD-SE facilitated
and coordinated a conference
which examined the structures
of cooperation and digital
transformation
of
public
administration for all the Kosovo
municipalities.

Office for the Community Support
of UNMIK, the Regional Directors
of OSCE, Unit Commanders and
other distinguished guests.

JRD SE

Catherina Brancaleoni (Head of
the Service of European Policy
programing for the Emilia
Romagna Region) and Dr Elettra
Malossi who discussed the best
practices that they have learnt
in the Emilia Romagna Region.
It involved the reorganization
of institutional and territorial
development,
promoting
inter-municipal
associations
and the implementation of a
new technology system which
improved the services to all their
citizens. Dr. Lodovico Gherardi
(Coordinator of the AdriaticIonian’s Managing Authority Unit)
presented on the main points
for activating and leading not
only technological change but
also organisational and cultural
change.

Col Nicola Perrone, Commander
of JRD-SE addressed the audience
in his opening speech stating that
through the sharing of experiences,
knowledge and information we
can give the citizens of Kosovo
more opportunities and a better
future. “Today is one of these
opportunities, but only if we
understand that, no matter what
our political, religious and ethnic
The conference focused on background is, we all share the
the digitalisation of public same fears and challenges for
administration. It was an important the future. Only if we understand
opportunity to open dialogue that, we may succeed in giving
with mayors, universities and with the people of Kosovo more
the governmental organizations opportunities”.
in order to identify possible
development and investment The format of the conference
projects in the Kosovo.
involved several presentations
which discussed the sharing of
This capacity building conference information on the development
was attended by the Italian of municipality cooperation, the
Ambassador in Pristina, His inter-municipality
dimension
Excellency
Piero
Cristoforo and transformation of public
SARDI, the Mayors of Kosovo, administration from analogue to
the Administrator Head of digital form.
The conference was an excellent
Cooperation European Union
opportunity to share information,
Office in Kosovo, the Head of the Among the speakers were Dr. different ideas and points of view.
This exchange underlines the
importance of progression, good
communication and interaction
between KFOR and the Kosovo
Municipalities
as
ultimately
“United in Commitment”, we
strive to build a brighter future for
the people of Kosovo.
OF-3 Comdt Joanne Naughton
IRL-A
PAO Chief Internal Information
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“LUCKY LIZARD” and “BEE STING”
MNBG-W
coordinated
two
separate exercises in May to
continue to develop and improve
their tactical drills, to ensure that
they remain operational and
ready to deploy without delay.
On 07 and 08 May, MNBGW
conducted a field training exercise,
called “Lucky Lizard”, in order to
evaluate the operational readiness
to react to a possible hybrid threat
to the Safe and Secure Environment
and Freedom of Movement
in a Crowd and Riot Control
(CRC) scenario characterized by
interethnic tension. It involved the
implementing of drills including
isolation, cordon, block, disperse
and Combat Search and Rescue
(CSAR) activity by ground and
helicopter insertion in order to
extract non-combatant personnel.
The exercise was based on a realistic
scenario and it was preceded
by one day of preparation and
training in Camp Villaggio Italia
(CVI), in order to train different
KFOR units to be activated in case
of a major disturbance.
The purpose of the exercise was
to improve KFOR tactical level
interoperability and operational
capability of units coming from
different Nations, focusing on
procedures related to a local civil
scenario response, maintaining the

Maneuver Battalion capabilities, as
well as enhancing the operative
integration and flexibility of the
units involved.
On 17 May, Italian Papa Coy
conducted a field training exercise
IOT evaluate readiness to face up
to hybrid threat to SASE and FOM
in a CRO scenario characterized
by the presence of isolated active
Religious Extremist Elements
(REE) cells, performing isolation
and clear/seize activity on the
Obj (weapon warehouse and
Communication Center in a rural
area) by HELI insertion. 2 Platoons
were deployed, with support
elements, IOT conduct HELI
insertion and Dismounted Close
Combat (DCC) daily operation IOT
ISOLATE and CLEAR/SIZE the OBJ.
Both exercise practiced and

KFOR Chronicle 05/2019

MNBG-W

improved the techniques and
procedures of navigation and
movement in both a pre urban
and rural environment while
integrating the use of a group of
opposing force (OPFOR) to made a
realistic opposition for training.

Lt. Col. Gennaro Troise
OF-4 ITA-A
Multinational Battle Group-West
PAO Chief
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Upgrade of ABL Signs
The Joint Implementation
Commission (JIC) coordinate
the upgrade of the seventy eight
(78) signs in 23 locations along
the Administrative Boundary
Line (ABL) which advise
KFOR and UNMIK troops of
the Kosovo Administrative
Boundary Line (ABL) and
ensure they do not go beyond
it into Serbia.
The importance of the ABL is
depicted by the Military Technical
Agreement (MTA) which was
signed on 09 JUN 1999. The Military
Technical Agreement (MTA), known
as the Kumanovo Treaty marked
the end of the NATO campaign
in the former Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia (SRJ) and the withdrawal
of Yugoslav forces, the Yugoslav
Armed Forces (VJ) and the Yugoslav
Police (MUP) from Kosovo. The

8

withdrawal of the Yugoslav army
and Serbian police from Kosovo
was successfully completed on
20th June 1999. The provisions of
the treaty were built into United
Nations Security Council Resolution
(UNSCR) 1244, which was passed
the following day, June 10, 1999,

KFOR Chronicle 05/2019

and which has remained the
International framework for Kosovo
to this day.
In the Agreement on Temporary
Operating Procedures (ATOP) for
Cooperation and Coordination
astride the Kosovo Administrative
Boundary from 17 Aug 2001, the
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JIC

boundary was officially named
“Kosovo Administrative Boundary”.
It became known as the ABL, it is
a “No Fire Line”’ that was used as a
line of withdrawal which in places,
currently divides farms and villages
along the boundary. Some locations
were placed on the Kosovo side
when previously they had been
in Serbia and vice versa. This has
become very challenging for KFOR,
the local population and the Kosovo
Police (KP).
JIC remains responsible for
the oversight of the entire
Administrative Boundary Line
(ABL). KFOR may conduct routine
activity in the vicinity of the ABL.
Communications between KFOR
JIC and our Serbian Counterparts
is maintained on a twenty- four
(24) hour basis. If KFOR conduct
operations within 1000m of the
ABL, SAF are informed twenty-four
hours in advance.
The updated warning signs are

being erected en route to the ABL,
at 1000 metres and 500 metres prior
to the ABL itself. This incentive
was carried out due to the poor
conditions of the signage with several
signs unreadable. The warning signs
have been put in place in order to
avoid any violations of the ABL by
KFOR and UNMIK personnel. The

KFOR Chronicle 05/2019

engineer works for the replacement
of this signage will most likely be
completed by the end of June 2019.
OF-3 Comdt Joanne Naughton
IRL-A
PAO Chief Internal Information
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Best Warrior Competition

Fourteen
competitors
of
Multinational Battle Group –
East (MNBG-E) participated in
the Best Warrior Competition
on the 16 and 17 May which
was hosted in Camp Bondsteel.
The battle group hosted the
competition to identify and
recognize the finest Soldiers within
its organization.
“Soldiers normally compete at
the task force level through their
individual competitions and those
who move on represent their task
force at the battle group level to find
out who is the most physically fit and
technically competent out of all of
them,” said Sgt. Maj. Bret D. Moore,
MNBG-E Operations Sergeant
10

Major.
The competition is designed to
test Soldiers’ technical and tactical
proficiency, and put their mental
and physical strengths to the test.
The best enlisted Soldier and noncommissioned officers were picked
to represent their unit.
The event kicked off with the Army
Physical Fitness Test, which tests the
muscular strength, endurance and
cardiovascular respiratory fitness of
Soldiers. The competitors were split
into buddy teams and proceeded
to conduct a series of challenging
warrior tasks set up around Camp
Bondsteel.
All the task forces with MNBG-E
helped to set up challenging events
for the competitors. The task forces
include: Task Force Aviation, Task
KFOR Chronicle 05/2019

Force Medical, Forward Command
Post, Task Force EOD and Task
Force Military Police.
The events included individual
movement
techniques
and
grenade simulation, a medical
care and evacuation lane, weapons
familiarization lane, EOD under
stress lane, a stress shoot lane, an
eight-mile body armor march,
an appearance board and a final
evaluation.
The competition also challenged
competitors to master technical and
tactical skills that sometimes differed
from their military duty positions.
“Not many Soldiers will ever get an
opportunity to put on a bomb suit, let
along complete tasks while wearing
one. I think all Soldiers walked away
with a greater understanding after
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MNBG E

Officer of the Year at the 2019 Best
Warrior Competition.
“I just focused on the task in front
of me and performed it to the best
of my abilities. I was put against
some very capable competitors, and
they could have beaten me on any
given day. The other Soldiers were
competitive, but I was proud that I
won.” said McLaughlin
On completion, the competitors
were relieved, yet proud to count
themselves among the rare chosen
few who have completed the
competition. Win or lose, the
Soldiers proved to help U.S. Army
Europe a Strong Europe!

going through all the different lanes.”
said Moore,
After being tested physically,
the competitors reported to an
appearance board where they
were tested on their knowledge of
operations in Kosovo and the NATO

environment.
After a challenging and physically
exhausting two-day competition,
Spc. Kyle McLaughlin, and Sgt. Evan
Stansell, 1st Squadron, 89th Cavalry
Regiment, Bravo Troop, emerged as
the Soldier and Noncommissioned

KFOR Chronicle 05/2019

Tinisha Mellein-Fortson (NCOIC)
Sgt. (OR-5), USA
MNBG-East PAO
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A VISUAL OVERVIEW

02 MAY 2019
KFOR Commander Major
General Lorenzo D’Addario
met with BG Rami Saari
Land Forse Chief of
Opertions Finnish Defence
Forces, at KFOR HQ.

09 MAY 2019
KFOR Commander Major
General Lorenzo D’Addario
met with H.E. Viola Amherd,
Swiss Head of the Federal
Department of Defence, at
KFOR HQ.

09 MAY 2019
KFOR Commander Major
General Lorenzo D’Addario
met with MG Timothy E.
ORR -The Adjutant General
(TAG), Iowa, at KFOR HQ.

12
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COM KFOR
14 MAY 2019
KFOR Commander Major
General Lorenzo D’Addario
hosted UNDP Ulrika
Richardson- Goliski, at
KFOR HQ.

21 MAY 2019
KFOR Commander Major
General Lorenzo D’Addario
welcomed MG Arthur
Logan the Adjutant on his
visit to KFOR HQ.

22 MAY 2019
KFOR Commander Major
General Lorenzo D’Addario
welcomed Admiral James
G. Foggo III Commander
Allied Joint Force
Command Naples to KFOR
HQ.

KFOR Chronicle 05/2019
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JEWELLED SPEAR EXERCISE
In preparation for this exercise,
the
Hungarian
soldiers
(KTRBN) organized three
days of joint training in Camp
Marechal de Lattre de Tassigny
with Multinational Battle
Group-East (US soldiers),
MSU, Freedom of Movement
Detachement
(FoMD-2),
Tactical Psyops Team (TPT)
and the Polish Formed Police
Unit, which is part of the
European Union Rule of Law
Mission in Kosovo (EULEX).
In the middle of May, KFOR
Tactical Reserve Battalion
(KTRBN) continued to unite its

14

trainings in close cooperation
with different elements in
KFOR.
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It was the first time that
KTRBN took part in joint
training with FoMD-2. The
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KTRBN

possible operational scenarios
such as assisting EULEX in
evacuation role, manage civil
disturbances, effectively employ
FoMD in restoring Freedom of
Movement, handling detainees
and to react to unplanned
situations.

training was aimed to improve
interoperability and enhance
readiness of KFOR troops
to the highest of standards.
The American soldiers took
part in this Crowd and Riot
Control (CRC) training and
they practiced with the KTRBN
trainers on how to react against
training aids of “Molotov
cocktails” and other burning
materials.

On 16 May, training ceased and
the KTRBN conducted Exercise
“Jewelled Spear”, a Crowd and
Riot Control exercise in Camp
Vrelo which included different
KFOR units (EOD, FoMD,
MSU, TPT) and EULEX. The
aim of the exercise was to test
mission readiness of different
units in close to real situation.
Tasks covering a wide range of

The joint training consisted
of a complex exercise where
the main task was – similar to
previous exercises - to enhance
the
cooperation
between
formations. In this scenario,
part of the tasks was to evacuate
International
Community
members from vulnerable
location. The KFOR and
EULEX troops had to control
and make a safe and secure
environment in the area. All
troops went face to face with an
angry crowd who used burning
materials as weapons and they
had various barricades to slow
their advance, which aided in
challenging and assessing the
tactical drills of the soldiers
involved.
This vigorous exercise was
visited by KFOR Headquarter
members who were satisfied
that the training objectives were
achieved.
OF-1 Csaba Búz
KTRBN PAO

KFOR Chronicle 05/2019
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CIMIC DONATION
On 15 APR, the MSU Carabinieri Regiment
carried out an important donation to a school
in Graqanica/Gracanica.
The MSU Carabinieri Contingent, based in Pristina,
in coordination with its Civil Military Cooperation
team (CIMIC) provided a special programme that was
financed by the Joint Force Command HQ of Rome. On
the morning of the 15th of April, the opening ceremony
took place of a new basketball court which was built at
the local primary school “Kralj Milutin” in Gracanica.
The aim of this project was to respond to a specific
requirement of the school, which wanted to provide
its students with a complete sports facility in order to
interest the young generation in the culture of sport
and socialization.
The intent of this project was to increase the spirit
of comradeship and cooperation between the MSU
Carabinieri, the Contingents of KFOR and the citizens
of Kosovo. Its aim was to provide adequate support to
the local Administrations which are trying to improve
their educational facilities across various sectors and
awhile also modernizing their educational programs.
The ceremony was attended by the Commander of the
Carabinieri Regiment MSU (Multinational Specialized

16

MSU

Unit) Colonel Ruggiero CAPODIVENTO, the Mayor
of Gracanica Srdan POPOVIC, the Director of Health
Alaksandar POPOVIC, the Headmaster Dr. Vlada
MILKIC and several soldiers from MSU Carabinieri.
Numerous students attended the event with their
teachers, parents, local media and several national
organizations. This special event was filmed by the local
media and subsequently interviews were given by the
National Authorities.
The cutting of the ribbon marked the official opening
of the basketball court and a symbolic basketball match
followed between the teachers in the school and soldiers
from the MSU Carabinieri.
The value of the donation was 6000 euros, entirely
financed by the Command HQ of Rome. The students
of “Kralj Milutin” were overwhelmed by this generous
contribution which will have an amazing impact on the
health and well-being of the youth for many years to
come.

KFOR Chronicle 05/2019

OF-3 Comdt Joanne Naughton
IRL-A
PAO Chief Internal Information

The KFOR Magazine for KFOR People

May 2019

FEMALE SELF-DEFENSE COURSE
The
Female
Self-Defense
course was facilitated by the
Multinational Battle Group West
(MNBG-W) which consisted of 2
lessons per week, instructing on
both theoretical and practical
training over an 8 weeks period.
The project involved members of
the Civil and Military Cooperation
(CIMIC), the Liaison Monitoring
Team (LMT) of the Joint Regional
Detachment West (JRD-W), the
local institutions of Peć / Pejë and
a non-governmental organization
(NGO) called “Women Wellness
Center”.
The idea for the self-defense
course was to encourage women’s
self-esteem,
increasing
selfconfident and educating them
on the techniques that can be
used to defend themselves from
an aggressor. The course also
addressed the problems that
victims of domestic violence can
experience.
The type of personal defense was
aimed exclusively at teaching
techniques and strategies for
defense against aggression of a
physical, psychological and verbal
nature.
The syllabus of training taught the
students the basic movements
to be able to free and defend
themselves from an attack with a
physical object or a firearm. The
course also conducted lessons on
the assessing of situations that
people could be vulnerable in and
how to deal with such situations.
The Commander of the MNBGW,
Colonel Gianfranco Di Marco,
expressed
his
satisfaction
regarding the success of the
project, hoping that the training
provided by the course will be a
useful aid to support woman and

MNBG-W

identify possible threats not only of Peć / Pejë.
in Kosovo but throughout modern
society worldwide.
Lt. Col. Gennaro Troise
At
the
closing
ceremony,
OF-4 ITA-A
certifications were awarded to the
MNBG W
female self-defense course which
PAO Chief
was organised by the instructors
of the Italian contingent in the city

KFOR Chronicle 05/2019
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SOLDIER OF THE MONTH
Name:
Rank:			
Nationality:		
Unit:			
Serving as:

Giovanni Pando
SPC
USA
Task Force EOD
EOD SPECIALIST

Back ground and Personality
Specialist (SPC) Pando was born on the 08 APR 1998
in South Beach, Florida and then moved to Fort
Lauderdale, FL. Upon graduating from high school,
he enlisted in the army and attended basic training at
Fort Jackson on 13 SEP 2016. After graduating from
basic combat training, he completed EOD training
which he graduated from on the 15 DEC 2017. He was
awarded the EOD basic badge and the primary MOS
of explosive ordnance disposal (EOD) technician.
SPC Pando’s first duty station was the 720th Ordnance
Company (EOD) located at Smith Barracks, Delaware
(DE). While serving in the 720th OD CO (EOD), he
completed his EOD team member certifications and
was selected above his peers to deploy as ISO KFOR
as the 25 operation joint guardian. SPC Pando’s
short-term goals are to attend basic leader’s course
and graduate on the Commandant’s list along with
continuing his civilian education and completing
an associate’s degree in General Studies. His longterm goals include obtaining a bachelor’s degree
in criminal justice, EOD team leader certifying,
and applying his military experience in order to be
a part of a local bomb squad and swat for a police
department in Florida.
Motivation:
Due to his expertise and experience, SPC
Pando was selected over seven members
of his task force to act as the EOD
liaison for task force EOD throughout
the Mission Rehearsal Exercise (MRE)
in Germany, a position normally given
to an NCO. SPC Pando planned and
coordinated in total, nine EOD training
lanes for teams from Latvia and Kosovo,
and was the point of contact between
task force EOD and thirteen personnel
(13) from the multi-national teams

18

While serving as an EOD specialist ISO KFOR 25, SPC
Pando has conducted 17 EOD emergency response
missions, and five planned operations including
clearing a helicopter landing site of explosive hazards
for operation ‘Jewelled Dagger II’. During these
operations, he advised and mentored the Kosovo
Security Forces (KSF) EOD IOT establish freedom
of movement and a safe and secure environment. He
has covered over 2,500 miles and eliminated more
than 45 explosive hazards from the Area of operation,
with no injuries or damage to personnel or property.
SPC Pando directly impacted and improved the
MNBG-E EOD squadron and he has helped the
junior sharp council plan 12 base-wide events
throughout KFOR 25. His dedication to the team and
mission, paired with his zeal and drive for excellence,
demonstrates his ability to perform duties above
his rank and position while maintaining the critical
EOD mission in Kosovo. Congratulations Giovanni
on being a very worthy winner of this month’s Soldier
of the Month award.
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KFOR CSM

ACTIVITIES

On 16 May 2019 the KFOR CSM OR – 9 Massimo
CONTU marked the outstanding contribution that
OR-7 Charalabos TSANASIDIS has made to the
Greek Guard Company by presenting him with a
Certificate of Appreciation.

On 20 May 2019, in the presence of the Commander
of the KTRBN OF- 4 Szabolc RÁCZ and the Hungarian
CSM Zoltan BISZTRICZKI, KFOR CSM Massimo CONTU
acknowledged the outstanding contribution that OR
– 5 Alexandra EMESE KISS has made to the Hungarian
contingent by presenting her with a Certificate of
Appreciation.

KEEP CALM - and check your bank account!

KFOR IMP

Cashless payment, the use of cash terminals and online banking are convenient but bear some risks – everywhere
Any use of cashless payments including credit cards result in data transfer.
This results in certain methods for criminals to steal or manipulate data.
As internationals in a foreign country, members of KFOR are a valuable target group for several reasons.
Recent, isolated incidents of financial theft show that:
Data theft results in transactions of minor amounts (30-100 Euro)
The thefts and subsequent use of the data happens with a time delay of several weeks. This bears the risk
that you might not remember the exact transaction.
The data theft usually has nothing to with the shop or location that you use your credit card in.
The weak link is the data transfer.
This is organized online crime and can happen everywhere and anytime.
check
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BE SAFE - and take some precaution
Check your account and spending at least once a week.
Keep your banking institute’s contacts at hand.
Contact your banking institute immediately in case of suspicious transactions.
Activate GEO- security, banking limits and additional online verification procedures.
Keep receipts, they contain important data and help to check on spending.
Store your cards in an RFID safe wallet.
AND: KEEP YOUR CODES YOUR DIRTY LITTLE SECRET!
KFOR Chronicle 05/2019
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CIMIC Projects for School and Health

The Italian CIMIC in Kosovo has concluded two
projects in collaboration with the National Alpine
Association of Trento (Italy)
A donation of computer equipment to set up a
multimedia classroom in a school in Štrpce / Shtërpce
and health equipment for a family medicine centre in
Mališevo / Malishevë was contributed by the National
Alpine Association (ANA) of Trento (Italy), to support
the education and health facilities in communities
close to Camp Villaggio Italia.
The first donation took place at the “Saja Markovic”
elementary school, in the Gornja Bitinja / Biti village
of the Kosovar-Serbian municipality of Štrpce /
Shtërpce, where a multimedia room with computer
equipment was set up. The school has approximately
100 Serb ethnic students from neighboring villages.
The project is the first of its kind to be carried out by
the Italian CIMIC in the municipality since this area
became the responsibility of the MNBG-W in August
2018. The ceremony was attended by the Ambassador
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MNBG-W

of Italy Piero Cristoforo Sardi, the President of the
ANA of Trento Maurizio Pinamonti, the Commander
of the MNBG-W Colonel Gianfranco Di Marco,
the director of the School, Dr. Mile Stojavovio
and representatives of the local institutions. All
participates were particularly grateful for the
donation of the computer room as it will be the focal
point for educational and social activities for the
students of the school and the local population.
Two defibrillators and an electrocardiograph were
donated to the “Dr. Shpetim Robaj”, family medical
centre in the municipality of Mališevo / Malishevë.
This area has a Kosovar-Albanian majority. The
healthcare facility provides various services including
pediatric, orthopedic and a vaccination clinic. The
donations were of great assistance to the hospital
as it provides essential emergency care for the
large population of Mališevo / Malishevë, which is
located too far from the regional hospitals of Priština
/ Prishtnë and Djakovica / Gjakovë. The Director of
the Center, Dr. Nuhi Morina, thanked the President
of the National Alpine Association of Trento and the
Commander of the MNBG-W for the new equipment
which not only raises the quality of the services
offered to the local population, but offers the real
possibility of saving lives.
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HERITAGE MONTH
On 04 May, Multi-National Battle
Group-East Soldiers observe
Asian American and Pacific
Islander Heritage Month in Camp
Bondsteel
Asian American Pacific Islander
Heritage Month is celebrated
every year in May to honor the
contributions made to the U.S.
Army and American history. “It’s
important to celebrate diversity,
because the military is a diverse
melting pot of people who come
together to serve our country,”
said Capt. Angela Tabilas, MNBGEast equal opportunity adviser.
“It’s key to highlight diversity so
that we can all understand unique
achievements and contributions
that others have made that play a
significant role in our society.”
As a multi-national force, the
battle group on Camp Bondsteel
is organizationally diverse with
several troop contributing nations
living and working together.
Additionally, the U.S. Army
components of MNBG-E further
diversifies the battle group with
active duty, Reserve and National
Guard Soldiers supporting the
KFOR mission from across the
world.
This observance month holds
a special meaning to the KFOR
25 Soldiers of the 29th Infantry
Brigade Combat Team (29 IBCT),
Hawaii Army National Guard.
The cultural day included a luau
and several cultural performances
to include a Chinese Ribbon dance,
Portuguese Paniolo Cowboy line
dance, Japanese Taiko Drumming
routine, Korean Sogo Drum
number and K-Pop rendition and
the Filipino Tinikling dance.
Hawaii native, Maj. Joseph
Burdett, served as the lead
planner for the event. Attendees

enjoyed the performances, and our force by deepening cultural
they also experienced a taste of appreciation and unites our
local Hawaiian foods prepared by mission by engaging each other.
Soldiers of the 29 IBCT.
The event concluded with a
Capt Darren Taylor
performance by Ke Kani Malie,
OF-2 US-A
a traditional Polynesian dance
PAO MNBG-E
group that traveled from Hawaii to
perform for the Soldiers. This event
celebrates the cultural diversity of
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“LMT Observer”

Contribute to the
KFORChronicle!

Just send your photos to:
kforchronicle@hq.kfor.nato.int by the 20th
of the month explaining where you took the
photo and what equipment you used. We will
then select one of the submitted images and
publish it in the next edition of the Chronicle.
A KFOR Chronicle T-Shirt is awarded each
month to the winning photographer.
You will be immortalised in the KFOR
Chronicle!
Is that not something to be proud of?
Sincerely
The Chronicle Team
KFOR Chronicle 05/2019

OR-1 Oliver Gärtner,
Observer LMT Malisevo
Contingent: SWISSCOY 40
Camera/Phone: Huawei P20
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Military Career and education: I am currently serving as the J2 Chief of Intelligence
for Kosovo Forces (KFOR) in Pristina, Kosovo. My previous assignment was with the
Director of National Programs- Special Management Staff, in the Office of the Under
Secretary of Defense-Intelligence (OUSD-I) at the Pentagon. I was a 1993 Distinguished
Military Graduate of the Reserve Officer’s Training Corps (ROTC) at the Pennsylvania
State University. I am a career Army officer in the Military Intelligence branch, having
served at multiple Combatant Commands, as well as strategic-level assignments at the
National Security Agency and Defense Intelligence Agency. I was credentialed as an
All Source Intelligence Officer, a Signals Intelligence/Electronic Warfare Officer, and a
Strategic Intelligence Officer. My leadership and intelligence positions include Platoon
Leader, Company Commander, MI Battalion Staff Officer, MI Group Staff Officer,
Senior Intelligence Analyst, Senior Intelligence Officer, Division Chief, and OSD
Program Director.
Civilian Education: My civilian education includes a Bachelor of Arts in Spanish from
the Pennsylvania State University, a Bachelor of Science in Human Biology and Doctor
Name: 		
Evelyn E. Laptook
of Chiropractic Medicine from the National University of Health Sciences. I completed
Rank: 		
OF-5/Colonel
a three-year residency program in Diagnostic Imaging and I have a current board
certification from the American Board of Chiropractic Radiologists. I have also earned a
Country:
USA
Appointment in KFOR: ACOS J2, Masters of Strategic Studies degree from the U.S. Army War College.
Overseas mission: I have previously served missions in the Republic of Korea,
		
Chief of Intelligence Afghanistan, and Guatemala.
Family reaction: I come from a family with a long history of military service and my
husband was formerly an Army officer, so my selection for another overseas deployment
was not a surprise.
Hobbies: Running and travelling.

Military Career and education: When we finished high school we joined the
Greek Army and have competed 17 years of service. We are living in Chios which
is one of the biggest islands in Greece. We have gained a lot of experience because
we have both served on the Greek borders for a long time. We are specialized in
Vaisala Radiotheodolite System, which is used to acquire upper-air meteorological
data and we are operators of all their national weapon systems in the Greek Army.
About the mission: We are here as a part of the Greek contingent, which is
responsible for the security measures of the CFC. This is our 3rd mission in
KFOR and it feels like our second home. While being here, we are in charge on
CP1 and CP2. Our duties are to check, to be informed and to secure the safety
of people who are working in the base. Additional, we have to ensure that only
authorized personnel can enter. If someone asked them how the feel, they will
Name:
Ioannis Vlachopoulos answer : To be on duty in CFC is very exciting, because we have the ability not
Fotios Vlachopoulos only to work with our colleagues but we can meet people from all over the world,
sharing the experiences and the cultures each of us have.
Rank:
OR-6
Country: Greece
Family reaction: Our family lives in Grevena. All inhabitants call us the
Appointment in KFOR: Greek
“TWINS” and our family is proud of us.
			
Guard
Hobbies: We love to watch football although we support rival teams. We love
music and we have participated in many music festivals and concerts. During the
summers, as typical Greeks, we enjoy spending our free time near the sea. Last
but not least, having a barbeque with friends….is a must for us!!
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