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Exercise JEWELLED DAGGER 3
The third iteration of Exercise JEWELLED
DAGGER took place in the municipality
of Novoberde/Novo Brdo between 7-9
February 2019 and was designed to
demonstrate KFOR’s capability to act,
further develop KFOR units’ Tactics,
Techniques and Procedures (TTP)
and improve the perception of KFOR
amongst the people of Novoberde/
Novo Brdo.
Truly multinational in nature, with MNBG-E exercise
control troops from the USA, MNBG-W Mountain
Infantry soldiers from Austria, Artillery soldiers from
Italy, Moldovan EOD personnel and Croatian air
assets, the exercise was a perfect example of how
the different NATO nations which make up KFOR can
come together to form a credible force that can deal

with any situation KFOR is faced with.
After insertion by heli, the exercise Coy Commander
OF-3 Rosché Fruhmann gave the order to his troops
to cross the Start Line (SL) at 1010 on 09 February.
Quickly and efficiently, with overhead protection
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Exercise JEWELLED DAGGER 3

provided by Croatian helicopters, the troops crossed
the rough terrain, all the while practicing their TTPs. An
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Italian Combat Camera Team deployed a drone under
the control of OR-4 Mario Morando and recorded the
action for the After Action Review process.
From the point of view of the Tactical Operations
Centre Commander OF-2 Thomas Groom USA-A, the
exercise reaffirmed KFOR as “a credible kinetic force,
one where the multinational aspect is an advantage
rather than a handicap. With no friction points to
speak of, the plan was executed as designed. “
The exercise scenario centred on the prevention
of escalating tensions which might lead to violent
demonstrations. With KFOR’s stated real life mission
of providing a safe and secure environment (SASE)
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KFOR
interoperability of KFOR units, increasing operational
familiarisation with the Force’s aviation assets and
strengthening the units’ conventional close combat
capability.
Highly visible to the population of Novoberde/
Novo Brdo, Exercise JEWELLED DAGGER 3 amply
demonstrated KFOR’s credibility as a kinetic force and
must be considered a resounding success for both
planners and participants alike.

and guaranteeing freedom of movement, the
training met the exercise aims by improving the
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LIKE TOLERANCE
ON 28 January 2019, Radio K4
held a prizegiving ceremony in
the Hollywood Centre in Camp
Film City for the competition
“Like Tolerance”. KFOR Radio
began the competition in 2018
with the professional jury
of the station publishing 10
pictures on both official pages
of KFOR Radio’s Instagram,
pictures which represented
a cornerstone of successful
integration in a multi-ethnic
society like Kosovo’s, that of
“Tolerance”.

I

n the presence of KFOR
Commander, Major General
Lorenzo D’Addario, Chief of Staff
Brigadier General John Boyd,
students of the ‘Don Bosco School’
from Prishtina, the “Andon Zako
Cajupi”,
school from South
Mitrovica,
guests and many
participants in the competition from
all communities living in Kosovo,
the winners received their prizes.

6

Radio KFOR had launched the
“K4 LIKE” photo competition
with the aim of bringing together
their listeners and social media
followers and to increase mutual
communication on the subject of
tolerance. From the twenty (out of
hundreds) of entries selected by the
professional jury of Radio KFOR, the
three winning photos were the ones
that received the most “Likes” on
Instagram. In a multicultural society

KFOR Chronicle 02/2019

such as Kosovo’s, the acceptance of
the differing views of other people,
e.g. in religious or political matters,
and fairness toward the people
who hold these different views, is
key towards building a stable and
peaceful society. Young people,
with their natural optimism about
the future, are fertile ground for
the spreading of the idea of mutual
respect, key components of a tolerant
society and a better life for all.
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KFOR Radio
In her speech to the assembled
guests, the manager of Radio
KFOR Mrs. Emina Hyseni Shala
acknowledged the commitment
that KFOR has to fostering mutual
respect and tolerance amongst all
citizens of Kosovo. She said the
station is “guided by the desire to
reach out and get people’s opinions,
share ideas and find out the way
ahead together to shape an inclusive
and peaceful society through the
Radio KFOR platform.”
COM KFOR in his address
recognised
the
extraordinary
richness of talent in Kosovo’s youth
and thanked Radio KFOR for
giving them the opportunity to give
their ‘take’ on what it means to be
tolerant. Major General D’Addario
commended the participants on the
thought and effort they put in to
expressing their understanding of
equality, saying “you have perfectly
captured the notion of tolerance
and the importance of building a
future where nobody has a door
closed in their face based on their
ethnicity.” Addressing the students
directly, he assured them that KFOR

is committed to providing a safe and
secure environment in which they
can succeed in life and reiterated
KFOR’s willingness to contribute
to the creation of a society which
values everyone, regardless of their
background.
Through this initiative, KFOR
Radio and PsyOps have once again
proved their worth in reaching out
to multi-ethnic communities to
spread the message that dialogue

KFOR Chronicle 02/2019

and tolerance are key drivers towards
achieving a safe and secure society
for all of the people of Kosovo. Well
done to all involved!

Comdt. Greg O’Keeffe
OF-3 IRL-A
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The Greek Contingent
The 5th of February 2019 saw
the Change of Command of the
Greek Contingent and also the
occasion where the assembled
guests witnessed the award of
the non-Article 5 NATO Balkans
Medal to the outgoing 13th
Greek Contingent.
After 6 months of service with KFOR,
the 13 and 14 Greek Contingents
exchanged responsibilities for
the safety and security of all the
personnel in Camp Film City (CFC).
In his remarks, Deputy Commander
(DCOM) KFOR Brigadier General
Reinhardt Ruckenstuhl stated
the Greek Guard have the 24/7
concern for the security of CFC
and DCOM recognised that this
task, stating “whilst often not the
most exciting, is nonetheless the

Medal Parade & CoC

most important and one which is
only highlighted when something
happens.”
How seriously the Greek Guard
took their security task is summed
up by DCOM’s quote of the remarks
made by the French General
Cambronne “La garde meurt,
mais se ne rend pas”: “The guard
will die, but it will not surrender”.
Thankfully the Greek Contingent
did not have to fight any battles
but they were always nonetheless
prepared to do whatever was
necessary to protect the Camp
and all who live there.
In his address to the parade,
the 13th Greek Contingent
Commander Maj Konstantinos
Kokkinos used a saying from
their Greek’s ancestors, stating
“Every land you stand in, is

CoC

The Finnish Contingent
On 15 February 2019, in front of
approximately 40 invited guests,
including COMKFOR Major
General Lorenzo D’Addario, the
Finnish Contingent’s Change of
Command took place.
The outgoing FINCON SNR, OF-4
Aki Mauri Huhtinen, recalled his
time in KFOR with the bittersweet
feelings that all soldiers feel when
leaving a mission, considering the
parting from new friends and the
work that remains to be done. He
noted that KFOR Headquarters is
full of professional soldiers and
subject matter experts, but with
a lively atmosphere and a deep
cultural richness also.
The SNR went on to mention his
other task, that of being a member
of the close-knit team of the Joint
Effects Center, stating “it was a
8

your homeland.” It is universally
acknowledged
amongst
the
soldiers and civilians of Camp
Film City that successive Greek
Contingents have lived up to this
exhortation without fail and it goes
without saying that the incoming
14th Greek Contingent, under
the command of Major Politis
Nikolaos, will continue to perform
as their predecessors have, with
politeness, professionalism and
pride.

special place where I was granted
an excellent possibility to see
and learn how the Force’s nonkinetic assets work together and
how different the timeframe is for
example in the PSYOPS, CIMIC,
Info Ops and LMT processes.“
Unlike many other nations who
signify a transfer of authority with
the handing over of their Unit flag,
Finnish Commander’s traditionally
hand over a bicycle! The incoming
FINCON SNR OF-4 Illka Kemppi
explained the significance of this
unique ceremony, relating how
during WW2 horses and bicycles
were almost the only mode of
transport the poorly equipped
Finnish Army had in their fight
to keep the Soviet Union from
annexing their homeland. Illka
explained that “if you have a strong
will and good imagination you are
KFOR Chronicle 02/2019

able to do miracles.” For Finns, the
bicycle symbolises the war time
and the time when all Finnish
people, not just soldiers, were able
to do miracles.
With the Change of Command
having taken place, the next
chapter of Finland’s unbroken
20 year service with KFOR waits
to be written. Good luck to all
concerned!

Comdt Greg O’Keeffe
OF-3 IRL-A
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MNBG-E

‘Toys of Aloha’

The name ‘Toys of Aloha’ came
about with the Soldiers being
from Hawaii. The word aloha is the
Hawaiian word for love, affection,
peace and compassion. Being
from Hawaii, the Soldiers wanted
to spread the aloha throughout
their deployment to Kosovo.

MITROVICA, Kosovo –The Kosovo
Police and Soldiers from KFOR
Multinational Battlegroup-East
partnered together this past
Valentine’s Day to donate toys to
the children of Kosovo.

together,” said Kosovo Police
Director Lt. Col. Aferdita Mikullovci.
“Valentine’s Day is really to share
the love. It’s not only to your
partner but to everybody. It’s a
special day and a special moment
to these kids.”

It was all part of the ‘Toys of Aloha’
event, the first toy donation event
representing the partnership
between the Kosovo Police and
KFOR Soldiers from the Hawaii
Army National Guard.

The event was planned by the
Kosovo Police with support from
the MNBG-East Soldiers. The
Soldiers helped collect more than
500 toys to donate and will work
with the Kosovo Police to deliver
The event took place at the the toys to children across Kosovo.
Resource Center for Teaching and
Counseling “Mother Theresa” in “I’m very pleased with the event
Mitrovica, Kosovo. Police officers, and how the Kosovo Police took
Kosovo officials, and KFOR Soldiers charge of it,”said MNBG-East Effects
handed out toys to special needs Chief Lt. Col. Michael Caraang.
students at the centre to spread “They pretty much ran the whole
love and happiness to the children. show. It just really touches my
heart. It’s more than just handing
“We are always honored to be out toys, it’s spreading the Aloha
in partnership and I’m so glad spirit within Kosovo.”
we could work on this project

KFOR Chronicle 02/2019

“When I see their smiles and their
laughter with the toys in hand, it
just makes me really happy that
we did this,” said Caraang. “The
cooperation with the institutions
within Kosovo, with the Mother
Theresa Center, and then our
Kosovo Police partners is definitely
what we want to portray and we
saw that today.”
“I really felt that Aloha spirit
today,” said Mikullovci. “They really
brought the good and positive
spirit to these people, my city, my
staff, and myself as well so I’m really
grateful. If we can make someone
smile, at least one person in a
day, I think we are achieving our
mission.”
‘Toys of Aloha’ events will continue
throughout the MNBGE KFOR25
rotation.
CPL Aven Santago
SO PAO MNBG-E
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“Our Home”
KFOR, along with our
international partners, is
always looking for ways to
make a positive impact on the
lives of all the people of Kosovo,
regardless of their ethnicity.
On 07 February 2019, a
particularly worthy cause, the
inauguration of a Women’s
Shelter in the Municipality
of Novoberde/Novo Brdo,
received the support of
KFOR,
UNMIK,
OSCE,
Municipal authorities and
the NGO Women’s Returnees
Association “Our Home”.

I

n a project which shows the
excellent level of cooperation
between national and international
actors in Kosovo, KFOR, OSCE,
UNMIK, the Municipality of
Novoberde/Novo Brdo and the NGO
Women’s Returnees Association
“Our Home” came together to realise
the dream of the NGO Director Mrs.
Vesna Stajic of creating a safe refuge,
a shelter, for women and children
who have experienced domestic
violence.
The Commander of Joint Regional
Detachment – South East (JRD-SE)
Colonel Nicola Perrone began the
inauguration ceremony by stating
that the project was “an excellent
example of how Civil Military
Cooperation (CIMIC) should work”
and acknowledged the contributions
of the various stakeholders. He began
by thanking the Mayor, Mr. Ivanovic
who made available a disused
economics high school in Bostane
village; MNBG-E who provided
furniture and accessories and the
10

OSCE Regional Directorate led by
Mr James Lyon who undertook
advocacy with the Mayor and who
will support the creation of domestic
violence coordination mechanisms
into the future. Col Perrone also
recognised the support of UNMIK
who funded the installation of
surveillance and fire detection
systems and also first aid boxes. The
JRD-SE Commander had a special
word of thanks to Ms. Vesna STAJIC,
the Director of Women`s Returnees
Association “Our Home”, who
provided the desire and ambition

KFOR Chronicle 02/2019

to realise the project from start to
finish.
Mr Robert Pulver, UNMIK Deputy
Special Representative of the [UN]
Secretary General (DSRSG) noted
that the problem of Gender Based
Violence is very definitely not a local
problem, stating “Violence against
women is a continuing plague in
all corners of the world. We all
need to work together across all
communities to address this global
problem. The opening of this shelter
today represents one small, but very
important step in this direction.”
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JRD-SE
violence.” For these reasons, the
provision of shelters such as this one
in Bostane is crucial to providing
a temporary respite while social
injustices surrounding women’s
property rights are addressed.
The mission of the NGO Women`s
Returnees
Association
“Our
Home” is to improve the quality
of life in their society without
discrimination, develop women`s
and minority activism, empower
women from marginalised social
groups, contribute to changing the
environment in which we live and
the creation of a society of social
justice and equality. These are goals
and values that KFOR and our
national and international partners
respect and will always endeavour
to foster and support throughout
Kosovo, for all the people of Kosovo..

The DRSG went on to link the
injustice often suffered by women in
relation to property rights, declaring
”without the right to property

ownership, women facing violence
can find themselves with nowhere to
turn. Thus, property ownership is
essential in the fight against domestic

KFOR Chronicle 02/2019
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A VISUAL OVERVIEW

01 FEB 2019
Mr. Veseli Kadri, leader of
the PDK party, hosted a
visit by Commander KFOR
Major General Lorenzo
D’Addario in his Office in
Pristina.

04 FEB 2019
Major General (now
Lieutenant General) Vasko
Gjurchinovski, Chief
of General Staff, Army
of FYROM receiving an
Honour Guard at KFOR HQ
prior to his Office Call with
COMKFOR Major General
Lorenzo D’Addario.

14 FEB 2019
COMKFOR Major General
Lorenzo D’Addario met
with Mr Behgjet Pacolli of
the Kosovo Government at
KFOR HQ.

12
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COM KFOR
18 FEB 2019
KFOR Commander Major
General Lorenzo D’Addario
hosted the Head of the
Liaison Office of the Slovak
Republic in Pristina, Mr.
Rastislav Kostilník.

19 FEB 2019
COMKFOR Major General
Lorenzo D’Addario
welcomed the NATO
Assistant Deputy Secretary
General for Operations Mr
Jonathan Parish on his visit
to KFOR HQ.

27 FEB 2019
Major General Lorenzo
D’Addario, Commander
KFOR, was hosted by Mr.
Enver Hoxhaj of the Kosovo
Government at Mr. Hoxhaj’
Office in Pristina.

KFOR Chronicle 02/2019
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MNBG-W

Italian CIMIC

On 13th of February, in the
Municipality of Istok, Italian
CIMIC in MNBG-W organised
a Basic Life Support and
Defibrillation (BLSD) course
for a body of Kosovo Albanian
and Kosovo Serbian teachers
drawn from all the schools of the
Municipality.
The course was focused on the
First Aid techniques (using an
automatic defibrillator) to be
practiced on those affected by
cardiac arrest. According to the
standard protocol for delivering
such training, the course was
structured firstly with theory-based
lectures, followed by a practical
phase which involved applying
the theoretical learning to the

14

hands-on use of the defibrillator
on adult/child teaching manikins
(life-sized models), performing
Cardio Pulmonary Resuscitation
and promoting recovery.
The course is part of CIMIC
activity conducted by MNBG-W
to promote and consolidate the
collaboration between KFOR
and local institutions in order to
support them and also to build
local self-sufficiency, capacity and
sustainability.
In this specific case, the project
was carried out at “zero cost”
using “dual use” capabilities
through the use, as instructors, of
qualified health professionals of
the Italian Contingent in MNBGW
in collaboration with the Red Cross
of the Municipality of Istok.

KFOR Chronicle 02/2019

The project included ethnic
Albanian teachers from the
Municipality of Istok as well as
teachers from the schools of the
ethnic Serbian village of Osojane.
This no less important objective
was achieved through various
meetings conducted by CIMIC
personnel with representatives of
the Kosovar-Albanian institutions
and those of the Serbian ethnic
minority of the municipality in
question.
As mandated by UNSC Resolution
1244, KFOR operate impartially
with regard to the entire population
of the Kosovo, regardless of their
ethnicity, promoting dialogue and
integration among the various
ethnic groups in the region.
At the end of the course,
certificates of participation were
presented to the teachers to mark
their involvement.

Lt Col Gennaro Troise
OF-4 ITA-A
PAO Chief MNBG-W
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MNBG-W

Human Rights

60 Master’s Degree in Human rights for both the Vienna Master
Rights students hosted in Camp of Human Rights and the EMA
Villaggio Italia (CVI).
program. Several alumni of the
EMA program are now currently
On 20 January 2019, MNBG-W based in Kosovo. They have
hosted a group of 60 students gone on to enjoy successful
undergoing
The
European careers working for International
Master’s Degree in Human Rights Organisations (IO), for example
and Democratization (EMA), a EULEX and the OSCE. For the
one-year inter-university and last fifteen years, the field trip to
inter-disciplinary
postgraduate Kosovo has proven essential in
program of Ludwig Boltzmann helping students to understand
Institute of Human Rights, Vienna. the practical implementation of
The program aims at educating Human Rights. The students have
experts in the field of human had a first-hand opportunity to
rights
and
democratisation, meet with representatives of IOs
preparing them for future careers and international and local NGOs
in International Organizations to discuss human rights issues
such as the EU, UN, OSCE and
NGOs.
During the first semester, which
is held in Venice, the students
receive
a
comprehensive
introduction into the historical,
philosophical, anthropological,
political and legal fundamentals
of international human rights. At
the end of the first semester, just
as in other years, the Institute
has organised a field trip to
Kosovo. The students spend the
summer semester in one of the
participating universities all over
the EU, where they take part in
seminars and write their Master
thesis.
Kosovo is an essential component
for the practical study of human
KFOR Chronicle 02/2019

and the political situation in the
region.
At CVI, after some welcome
words expressed by the MNBGW
CDR Col. Gianfranco DI MARCO,
the students attended a briefing
presented by MNBG-W COS, Lt.
Col. Matthias Wasinger. During
the briefing, LT. COL. Wasinger
discussed several interesting
topics related to the principles
of the KFOR mandate and
operations, and also the security
situation in Kosovo. He also talked
about issues concerning the
important cooperation between
military and civilian organizations,
the implementation of rule of law
and the gender perspective.
The students appeared deeply
engaged, resulting in a lively
discussion with lots of questions
asked and answered.

Lt Col Gennaro Troise
OF-4 ITA-A
PAO Chief MNBG-W
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EXERCISE “SNOWMAN”
In early February 2019,
MNBGW and KFOR Tactical
Reserve Battalion (KTRBN)
conducted a Crowd and
Riot Control (CRC) training
Exercise named “EXERCISE
SNOWMAN”.
In order to gain the maximum
training benefit, the exercise
was based on a realistic scenario
involving a threat to the Safe and
Secure Environment in the locality
of Decane Monastery, the only
position where KFOR remains 1st
Responder in case of such threats.
The Exercise was preceded by one
day of preparation and training in
CRC drills and techniques, executed
in Camp Villaggio Italia (CVI),
in order to train different KFOR
units (Military Police and CSS BN
were involved too) which may be
activated in case of major civil/
military disturbance.
The purpose of the exercise was

16

to improve KFOR tactical level
interoperability and operational
capability of units coming from
different nations, focusing on CRC,
HELI, FOMD drills and ground
MEDEVAC procedures related
to a local civil scenario response,
maintaining the Maneuver Battalion
capabilities, as well as enhancing the
operative integration and flexibility
of the units involved.
The multinational nature of the

KFOR Chronicle 02/2019

exercise was clear to see, with the
2nd Company of the Hungarian
Contingent performing Crowd and
Riot Control (CRC) tasks, supporting
the Italian and Austrian companies
of the MNBG-W and dealing with
an OPFOR consisting of Moldovan
troops. The OPFOR provided stiff
opposition, enabling Blue Forces to
engage in very realistic Fire Phobia
training.
MNBG-W Manoeuvre Battalion
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KTRBN/MNBG-W
Cdr., Lt. Col. CEDROLA Elvidio,
as the Ground Force Commander,
deployed a Forward Command Post
on the spot from which he controlled
and conducted the development of
the Exercise.
Lt.-Col. Bosko Haupt, the Slovenian
Deputy Commander (DCOM) of
MNBGW attributed the excellent
co-operation and professionalism
with which two of the major tactical
subunits of KFOR implemented
their training tasks, demonstrating
by this that the peace of the KFOR
operational theatre remains in safe
and expert hands.
Lt Col Gennaro Troise
OF-4 ITA-A
PAO Chief MNBGW
&
Capt Piroska Kozák
OF-2 HUN-A
PAO Chief KTRBN

KFOR Chronicle 02/2019
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KFOR CSM

ACTIVITIES
A Message From The CSM:
I would like to thank everybody
for their excellent cooperation and
the professionalism they show,
day in and day out, in all weathers
and at all times.
Furthermore I am finding a
tremendous spirit of teamwork
amongst all ranks and my goal is to
follow the intent the Commander,
working calmly and effectively
with all branches to give a true
help to this mission.
I wish I could meet each and every
one of the personally to share my
feeling of appreciation.

On 19 February 2019 the KFOR
CSM marked his appreciation for
a job very well done to OR-5 Lasse
Poulsen for distinguished service
in his Unit. Whilst Lasse has since
returned to Denmark, the award
was accepted on his behalf by his
Coy Commander OF 2 Allan Ejsing,
Danish CSM Jonhi Hosbond and
OR 7 Kristian Dashnaw, Chief of
the Danish Guard.

21 February 2019 saw the KFOR
CSM

forward the appreciation

of the Senior NCO Leadership of
the Mission to OR-1 Harutyun
Harutyunyan

for distinguishing

himself amongst his peers with
his professional conduct since his
arrival in the mission area.

SOLDIER OF THE MONTH
Name:
Rank:
Nationality:
Unit:

Lauren Hornbaker
OR-6
USA
J3 Air, KFOR HQ

TSgt Lauren Hornbaker enlisted in the United
States Air Force in 2009 and has served in numerous
stations both at home in the US and abroad, with her
first overseas tour coming in 2013 when she deployed
to Qatar as a tower Air Traffic Controller (ATC).
Her proficiency in the French language has seen her
undertake temporary duty assignments in France,
Dakar, and Niger. She has proved an outstanding asset
to both the US Contingent and KFOR HQ through
her work in ATC. Lauren expertly coordinated
flights for Camp Film City (CFC), Camp Bondsteel
(CBS) and the APOD, controlling ongoing flights
throughout Kosovo while filling in for the KFOR
heliops specialist and still performing her Air Traffic
Control Operations duties. Additionally, she took
the initiative to draft the first-ever snow removal
plan for the CFC airfield, averting flight stoppages
throughout KFOR. Furthermore, TSgt Hornbaker
identified a knowledge gap and implemented

18

newcomer briefings on airfield safety, eliminating
recurring unauthorized access events and hazards to
aircraft and personnel. TSgt Hornbaker’s work ethic
and her continuous displays of initiative have brought
her the well-deserved recognition of her leadership
and make her a worthy winner of the Soldier Of The
Month award.

KFOR Chronicle 02/2019
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ACCI

TESS

Terrorism, Espionage, Sabotage, Subversion
Learn to Identify the Threat and Report Suspicious Activities!
For more Information or to Schedule a TESS Brief, Contact: 049 750 535

Kosovo Detachment

KFOR Chronicle 02/2019
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“KFOR ANNUAL PHOTO C
1 Prize:
st

OF-1Tristan Chopard
CHE-A
Team Leader LMT Team K4
Banja church during winter.

2nd Prize:
OR- 5 Jetmir Nikolli
ALB-A

My Daughter.

3rd Prize:

OF-2 Piroska Kozák
HUN-A
Eulex KTRBN

20

KFOR Chronicle 02/2019

The KFOR Magazine for KFOR People

February 2019

„
O COMPETITION 2019

The winners of the KFOR Chronicle Photo Competition were
chosen on Thursday 27 Feb 2019, at the Public Affairs
Office, Camp Film City. This competition has been going on
for as long as the Chronicle is in existence and its purpose is to
encourage KFOR personnel to share images for other people to
enjoy. The entries this year were of a tremendously high stan-

dard – the KFOR Chronicle Team had a really tough job selecting the winners! All of the entries received are included in this
photo collage, along with the three prizewinning photos. Once
again, thanks to all participants and keep up the good work!
The winners will receive their prizes in the coming weeks.

KFOR Chronicle 02/2019
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of, or endorsed by, the coalition governments’
defence departments. Editorial content is
edited, prepared and provided by the Internal
Information Section of HQ KFOR’s Public
Affairs Office (PAO) in Pristina, Kosovo. PAO
HQ KFOR reserves the right to edit content
to conform to style and space requirements.
Articles are run on a space-available basis.
Articles appearing in KFOR Chronicle may
be duplicated in official NATO publications
subject to KFOR PAO authorisation.
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“At the end of the day”

Contribute to the
KFORChronicle!
Just send your photos to:
kforchronicle@hq.kfor.nato.int by the 20th
of the month explaining where you took the
photo and what equipment you used. We will
then select one of the submitted images and
publish it in the next edition of the Chronicle.
A KFOR Chronicle T-Shirt is awarded each
month to the winning photographer.
You will be immortalised in the KFOR
Chronicle!
Is that not something to be proud of?
Sincerely
The Chronicle Team
KFOR Chronicle 02/2019
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Military Career and Education: I joined the Army on completion of my schooling in South
Africa were I was born, raised and my parents and siblings still reside. On arrival in the United
Kingdom I joined the Scottish Infantry and was assigned to the 1st Battalion, The King’s Own
Scottish Borderers. During my basic Infantry training I was selected to attend Officer training,
at the Royal Military Academy Sandhurst commissioning into what is now The Royal Regiment
of Scotland (and yes I do wear a kilt and enjoy listening to the bagpipes). Courses undertaken
include; Close Reconnaissance, Battle Simulation, Info Operations, Military Procurement and
a number of rewarding instructional posts. My previous tours of duty (now in double figures)
were predominately Afghanistan and Middle East related. However, of note this is my second
tour of Kosovo, having last been here in 1999.

Name:
James M. Christie
Rank: OF-4
Nationality: GBR
Unit: J3, KFOR HQ
Serving as:
JOC Director

About the Mission: As the KFOR Joint Operations Centre Director I am responsible to ACOS J3
(Col Yilmaz TUR) on behalf of the Command Group for the planning, oversight and execution
of all Current Ops. I am supported by a dynamic JOC Staff, most notably my deputy LTC
Emanuele Pontesilli ITA, who I trust implicitly together with my meticulous Shift Directors
(Kristijan, Istvan, Ingrid & Christos) and Land Desk Operators (Dene, Radoslaw, Giorgio &
Andri). All of whom relentlessly track and monitor all theatre based activity - allowing me to
make informed decisions or elevate to the Command Group if direction and guidance is needed.
Family Reaction: I am married with 3 children. My wife like myself is from a military family
so acknowledges the rigours and separation of service life. She like many of our spouses rightly
deserves recognition for her patience and understanding. My family is the foundation stone on
which I have built my military career, in that they support me in everything I do.
Hobbies: I enjoy Rugby, Water-Polo, Mountain Biking and when able, Open Water Swimming.
My passions include music, maps and the BBC World Service.

Military Career: I have been in military service for 30 years. I started my military career in
1989, as a Cadet in the Military Academy. After my graduation from Military Academy in 1993
I have worked in different positions from platoon leader to battalion commander in the Army.
After the completion of Staff College I was appointed to the General Staff of the Armed Forces
of Montenegro. Prior to deploying to KFOR my position was Head of Section for Development
in Detachment for Planning and Development (J-5) of the General Staff of the Armed Forces of
Montenegro (AFoM).

Name:
Nedzad Rujovic
Rank:
OF-4
Nationality: MNE
Unit:
JENGR
Serving As:
Senior Staff Officer
(Ops/Plans)

Mission: This is my second mission outside of Montenegro. My first mission abroad was in
2014 when I have been engaged as Commander of the Montenegrin Contingent in the Resolute
Support Mission in Afghanistan. After this experience I decided that I would offer my service
again in the future. I have already been deployed four months here in KFOR. I am Senior Staff
Officer (Ops/Plans) in the JENG branch of HQ KFOR and I am responsible for operational and
effects based planning, coordination of engineer operations and training.
Family Reaction: I have been married since 1995 and have two daughters (Erna) age 22 and
(Adna) age 20. My family is very supportive of my deployment here in Kosovo and I am very
grateful to them for continued support.
Hobbies: In my free time I enjoy all sports particularly football, and swimming during summer.
Football is not only my hobby, but also the greatest passion of my life. I spend a lot of my free
time playing football and I have great fun with this. Also I enjoy reading books and spending
time with my friends
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