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On 24th April 2018, KFOR HQ staff members on parade receiving their
Non Article 5 NATO Balkans Medal at CFC.
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EXERCISE ‘’SILVER SABRE’’ 2018-1
“CONTINUING CO-OPERATION”
“Train as you Operate”
From 13th to 27th April, Exercise Silver Sabre 2018-1 joint exercise was conducted between multiple KFOR
units, European Union Rule of Law Mission in Kosovo (EULEX), the Kosovo Security Organisation (KSO),
including Kosovo Security Council (KSC), the Emergency Management Agency (EMA), Kosovo Police (KP) and
Kosovo Security Force (KSF) to test their readiness and interoperability while working within
each unit’s particular mandate.

Silver Sabre is one of the most important exercises led by
KFOR. This exercise is ran twice yearly to enable close
cooperation between not only differing KFOR units,
but elements of outside organisations namely European
Union Rule of Law Mission in Kosovo (EULEX), Kosovo
Security Council (KSC), Emergency Management
Agency (EMA), Kosovo Security Force (KSF) and
Kosovo Police (KP). It provides the opportunity for
KFOR to lead a joint exercise to train and mentor

the commanders and staff, and the Kosovo Security
Organisations in command, control and coordination
with the aim to improve their interoperability in
relation to the different layers of response.
The purpose of the exercise was to train in coordinated
planning and execution of personnel recovery, Field
Office evacuation, handling emergency disaster relief
and civil disturbance operations within the 1st, 2nd and
3rd responder concept amongst KFOR, KSC, EMA, KSF,
KP and EULEX. The initial scenario for 2018-1 was set,
whereby Kosovo suffered an earthquake, kicking the
training activities and responses off.
The responsibility of ensuring that COM KFORs
intent, in relation to Exercise Silver Sabre
2018-1 was commanded by KFOR Deputy Commander
Brigadier János Csombók. As the Officer Conducting
the Exercise, he had responsibility for overseeing all
aspects of preparation and execution of this exercise.
The Staff Officers of KFOR HQ J3 led by Lt Col Denny
Rozenberg and DCOM MA Col János Poloskei, who
were competently assisted by Lt Col Iker Allaya, Maj
Pia Clemmensen, Maj Carl Mellberg and Capt Lorant
Koczi devoted weeks of planning to ensure that this
exercise built on the lessons learned from previous
exercises and also set new and demanding challenges
for all participating personnel. As stated by DCOM
Brigadier János Csombók in his address, “For the first
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time, we have managed to involve all levels of KSO into
our exercise”. In support and ensuring that the exercise
was sustained throughout were the staff of KFOR HQ’s
J4 branch and Officers and NCOs of the HSG. Silver
Sabre 2018-1 was conducted in two (2) phases. Phase
one (1), Table Top Exercise (TTX) and phase two (2)
the field exercise.

May 2018

and explained the objectives, plus the desired end state.
Lt. Col. Denny Rozenberg addressed the participants
and set the scene for this TTX. Each participating
unit/organisation briefed on their capacities,
capabilities, responsibilities and caveats to ensure a

Phase 1- TTX
From 16th to 20th of April, the Table Top Exercise (TTX)
took place in the Gym, in Camp Film City. The purpose
of this phase of “Silver Sabre” was to test and evaluate
all participants in their staff work as they planned and
executed a number of different scenarios as set by the
directing staff. DCOM KFOR addressed everyone
present, he welcomed all participants and he set out
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joint understanding was achieved.
Throughout the next number of
days numerous scenarios were fed
into this C2 exercise. Naturally, the
battle rhythm intensified as the days
passed. Each group worked within
their own mandate, but close liaison
was shown to be very evident with
other organisations, producing
and presenting Courses of Action
(COA) that they developed as
they worked through the decision
making process. This resulted in
a very positive response from all
participants as each commented
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at the end of exercise discussion.
DCOM János Csombók during
his address prior to the Synthesis
exercise stated, “all the fifteen (15)
organisations including not only
KSO but also EULEX and KFOR,
successfully proved their capabilities
during a thirty six (36) hour exercise
controlled by a joint exercise control
element in Camp Film City. ” During
this phase of the exercise a number of
VIP guests visited the Gym to view
the exercise in progress. COM KOR
Major General Salvatore Cuoci visited
the C2 exercise.
Phase 2 - Live Synthesis Exercise.
After completion of week one (1),
all participants returned to their
unit locations to complete final
preparations, for the second weeks
Live Synthesis Exercise. The week
began with setup and some combined
unit training in Camp Pomazatin
and Slatina Military Airport. During
this sub phase all units practiced and
rehearsed their tactics, techniques
and procedures ensuring their drills
were accurate and everyone was
ready for the big day, 27th April. To
provide an understanding of the size
of this exercise DCOM Brigadier
János Csombók in his address stated,
“There has been several units from
KSO, EULEX and KFOR involved.
The manpower involved goes up
to one thousand (1,000) soldiers,
policeman, civilian officials, approx.
with two hundred (200) vehicles and
six (6) helicopters.”
After completing many weeks
of preparation and training, all
organisations were ready for the
big test that lay ahead. This day
commenced in Camp Pomozatin,
with distinguished guests being
addressed by COM FOR Salvatore
Cuoci. Distinguished guests included
VIPs, Government Ambassadors,
KFOR Military Commanders, and
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Leaders from the Kosovo Police, EULEX, Emergency
Management Agency, Kosovo Security Council and
the Kosovo Security Force in addition to a large group
of Media. COM KFOR highlighted that “Silver Sabre
is our pivotal exercise, it is KFOR led and driven,
nested in our given mandate and mission.” COM
KFOR went on to say, “This year we have improved
the exercise according to the lessons learned, in order
to meet the needs of our training partners. Hence,
we have the entire spectrum of the Kosovo Security
Organisation starting at the municipality level up to
the Kosovo Security Council.” COM KFOR finished
by thanking the KSO, EULEX, KFOR commanders,
leaders, staff officers, NCO’s and civilians for their hard
work and joint commitment during the preparation
and execution phases of this exercise. Following COM
KFOR’s address, distinguished guests were provided
with an outline of the scenario that this exercise was set
against. DCOM Brigadier János Csombók outlined the
objectives, “Improved mutual understanding regarding
roles, capabilities and capacities related to emergency
response and large scale civil disturbance situations
are of key importance. Therefore, it is in our common
interest and responsibility to get trained and prepared
to plan and command operations in the framework of
the three layered concept in order to contribute to a safe
and secure environment and freedom of movement in
Kosovo.” With completion of the addresses, and with
DCOM and Lt. Col. Denny Rozenberg outlining the
scenario, all present made their way to the viewing area.
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The exercise was broken into lanes,
Lane 1 This lane exercised Search and Rescue. Participating
units for this exercise led by Kosovo Security Forces
in close cooperation with Emergency Management
Agency, Kosovo Police, local firefighters / Medical
Teams acting as the 1st responders with KFORs
MNBG-E. The scenario painted was, as a result of a
natural disaster; in this case an earthquake registering
7.2 on the richter scale, a building had collapsed with
a suspected unknown number of survivors trapped
inside the rubble. The KP, as 1st responders on the
scene conducted an assessment, called for assistance
and cordoned off the area. Local firefighters arrived on
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the scene to conduct scene safety, put out any fires and
search for any survivors. Some survivors were removed
to the collection point (CP), where local medics assisted
by KFOR medics evacuated these survivors back to
either the role 1 or 2 hospital. The KSF were called in
to assist with the search operation. With their K9 unit,
Sadak and Salli led the search to find the remaining
survivor. Sadak and Salli are two (2) Labradors, specially
trained to sniff out humans. They completed their task
perfectly. The last remaining survivor was recovered.

May 2018

unit, they searched for survivors. They succeeded in
finding a survivor on the third floor. They demonstrated
their skills in recovering this survivor by winching him
down from the third floor. Elements from MNBG-W
and JRD-C on request moved in to assist and found
the remaining survivors, evacuating all back to the CP.
Some survivors suffered minor injuries while others
suffered some serious injuries. They were evacuated
by ground or by air to the Role 1 Hospital in Pristina
depending on their condition. The individual that was

Lane 2 This lane exercised a Field Office Evacuation.
Participating units for this exercise were KSF special
mountain rescue unit, local fire fighters, KFORs
MNBG-W supported by elements from JRD-C. As result
of the earthquake a Field Office had partially collapsed
trapping an unknown number of survivors inside. The
evacuation procedures sprang into action, whereby
local firefighters conducted the initial search. They
found two (2) survivors which they recovered. They
requested assistance. With the KSF mountain rescue
8
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winched from the building had to be medevac’d by Heli.
MNB-E air and Medical assisted in this operation.
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identified the dangerous substance. On discovery,
they went through their procedures to make safe and
arrange for its removal. On completion they ensured
that the area and their equipment were thoroughly
decontaminated.

Lane 3 This lane exercised a Hazardous spill – HAZMAT.
Participating units for this exercise led by Kosovo
Security Force (in particular KSF firefighters), KSF
Medical Teams and Engineers in close cooperation with
Kosovo Police and Emergency Management Agency.
The scenario given was as a result of an earthquake a
hazardous spill occurred near Pristina. KP supported
by KSF firefighting teams conducted this exercise.
The Hazardous Material unit of the KSF searched and
KFOR CHRONICLE 05/2018
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Lane 4 This lane exercised the Reaction to a Criminal Attack.
Participating units were from the Kosovo Police.
In Slatina APOD, as a result of aid being delivered
through the APOD, many citizens gathered in search
of food. Demonstrations occurred, whereby the KP had
to intervene. At one stage they identified a person of
interest. A KP special unit was tasked with apprehending

May 2018
Lane 5 This lane exercised a Joint Crowd Riot Control.
Participating units for this exercise lead by KFORs
Tactical Reserve Battalion (KTBRN) (HUN) with
support from KFOR Multi-national Specialised Unit
(MSU), MNBG-E, MNGB-W and IMP. In addition
KTRBN provided a mobile Role 1 Medical Facility. On
receiving the request from EULEX, KFOR took over
command of the situation. At this point there were
barricades in front with a large crowd demonstrating.
The MSU used their tactics, techniques and procedures

to move the crowd back and create a hole in the barricade.
KTBRN assisted with the use of their dog to identify
potential explosive devices. A KFOR soldier simulated
that he was injured. The mobile Role 1 medics attended
the individual and recovered him back to hospital via
Heli from MNBG-E. All the time KFOR KTBRN unit
pushed the crowd away from the airport completing
their mission and fulfilling a memorable Silver Sabre
2018-1.
this individual. As the crowd became larger and the
tension increased, KP sought assistance from the 2nd
responders, EULEX officers. At this stage, EULEX
officers were dealing with a potential riot situation.
They used their tactics, techniques and procedures to
disburse the crowd. On assessment they sought further
assistance from the 3rd responder, KFOR.

Comdt. Damien Keogh
OF- 3 IRL- A
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WALK LIKE A DANISH
The second weekend of April did not proceed in the usual way for soldiers in Camp Maréchal De Lattre
de Tassigny (CMLT). All morning, music could be heard, some people talking somewhere with the noise
becoming louder and louder. Alas no wonder – it has been promoted time and time again, in every KFOR
base – the DANCON March was upon us.

This proud tradition has been part
of every Danish deployment since
1972 and it remains to be one of the
main reasons deployed troops from
all of our allies smile when they
hear the word “Danish”.
The two day event was on the 14th
and 15th of April, starting at 10:00
hrs until the last person finished.
There were over 1,200 registered
servicemen and women from all
over KFOR and basically all allied
nations were present during the
march. Members of EULEX and
Kosovo Police were also welcome
to participate. The organisers were
very few in number; therefore they
were aided by Hungarian, Polish,
and US personnel to help with
checkpoints. This is yet another
shining example of international
cooperation at its best during
deployment in KFOR. The distance
was given, about 20 kms, however
the weight you carried was up to
you: 10 kg for the basic medal, or
if you are a true warrior, you could

opt for the 20 kg, “ultimate edition”.
“It is not a race in its truest sense.”
said Captain Lars Guldhammer
Schroder, Commander of the Danish
Guard Detachment in CMLT, and
main organizer of the event. “A race
is where you compete against other
people. This is a challenge, where
you need to conquer yourself. This
is a truly social event, tailored of
course to the military personnel’s
needs and capabilities. However,
the participants here didn’t go
individually, but they went together,
keeping up each other’s spirits, and
having fun at the same time.”
During the event, more than 850
people started and finished the first
day, and more than 360 participants
went the second and last day.
‘‘This year we did something a little
different. Before, there were some
who said that the track was too easy,
and the weight too light, well now
they can challenge themselves in the
two day trial. If they can complete
both days, not only will their silver
medal turn gold, but they will get
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a ‘‘2” pin on it, signifying that they
completed this challenge twice.”
The KFOR Deputy Commander,
Brigadier General János Csombók
also completed the march. ‘‘The
organization of this event was
exceptionally well done – and
congratulations are in order to each
and every person here. We are all
deployed together and these events
remind us that cooperation is key
towards success.”
It is important to note that any
surplus monies generated from the
march will be donated anonymously
to a number of local institutions,
making this a truly beneficial event.
The soldiers who have completed
this march even once become part
of a brotherhood, and as the saying
goes:
”Brothers in Arms are Brothers
for LIFE”
2LT Gabor Horvath
OF-1 CMLT
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A VISUAL OVERVIEW
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17 APR 2018
KFOR Commander, Major
General Salvatore Cuoci, met
Mr Audun Halvorsen Secretary
of State at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom
of Norway, at Camp “Film City”
KFOR Headquarters.

19 APR 2018
KFOR Commander, Major
General Salvatore Cuoci, met
Major General Jiri Verner
Deputy Chief of General Staff
CZE, at KFOR Headquarters.

PICTURE: OR-4 Castellaneta Filippo (2)

20 APR 2018
KFOR Commander, Major
General Salvatore Cuoci, met
Mr. Hashim Thaci, at KFOR
Headquarters.
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24 APR 2018
KFOR XXII CSM, Command
Sergant Major Gianluca
Mattei, met CSM Davor Petek
Command Senior Enlisted
Leader (CSEL) for Allied
Command Operations at
NATO’s Supreme Headquarters
Allied Powers Europe (SHAPE),
at KFOR Headquarters.

24 APR 2018
KFOR Commander, Major
General Salvatore Cuoci,
received the visit of the Italian
Minister of Defence Roberta
Pinotti, at KFOR Headquarters.

PICTURE: OR-4 Castellaneta Filippo (2)

02 MAY 2018
KFOR Commander, Major
General Salvatore Cuoci,
received the visit of Mr. Shpend
Ahmeti the Mayor of Pristina,
at KFOR Headquarters.
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HSG CHANGE OF COMMAND CEREMONY
On Saturday the 28th April 2018, the Headquarters Support Group (HSG) Change of Command ceremony
took place between Col. Tim Daly and Col. Ray O’Lehan of the Irish Defence Forces.

This brought to a close Col. Daly’s six
month tour of duty in Kosovo. The
Change of Command Ceremony
was presided over by KFOR Deputy
Commander Brigadier General
Janos Csombok. The parade
commander was HSG Deputy
Commander Lt. Col. Kocsan.
The ceremony took place in front of
KFOR Headquarters in Camp Film
City. The soldiers on parade were
drawn from the fifteen different
nations that constitute the HSG.
RSM Paul Tuite was I/C of the Flag

14

Party that marched the HSG colours
on parade. The troops on parade
were reviewed by COM KFOR.
The ceremony was also attended by
many guests, military and civilian,
to witness the Change of Command
and also to wish Col. Daly the best
of luck in his future career.
Col. Daly addressed the audience
and expressed his thanks to “all of
his staff and comrades in KFOR.”
He thanked “the HSG command
group, the Armenian and Hellenic
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Guard Platoons.” He thanked “the
civilians in the HSG for all their
assistance.” He committed on how
“professional all were and that his
job was left very easy as they just got
on with it.”
DCOM KFOR, responded to Col
Daly’s speech, noting his calmness,
service, commitment, and a
“determined Commander with a
unique Irish character.” DCOM
highlighted his achievements as
HSG Commander in presiding
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over the “organisation of the North
Atlantic Council Meeting, COM
KFOR Change of Command
Ceremony, ensured all resources of
the HSG were focused on ensuring
that the new Role 2B Hospital
reached full operational capability”.
DCOM thanked Col Daly for his
service and wished him “all the best
back at home where many friends
and your family await.” In addition
DCOM welcomed Col Ray O’Lehan
to the mission.
Col Daly was presented with the
Letter of Commendation for his
exceptional performance as HSG
Commander from COM KFOR
M.G. Salvatore Cuoci. In addition,
Col Daly also received the Slovenian
Medal of International Cooperation
as HSG Commander for his
assistance in helping the Slovenian
Contingent.
The ceremony concluded with the
traditional passing of the HSG

Colours from Col Daly, outgoing
HSG Commander to the incoming
HSG Commander, Col O’Lehan.
This represented the formal and
symbolic transfer of authority and
responsibility between the two
commanders.
Prior to the parade commander
reporting the end of the ceremony
to COM KFOR, the soldiers on
KFOR CHRONICLE 05/2018

parade and guests stood at attention
for the NATO anthem. The parade
was followed by a social reception
in the Hollywood Centre and later
that evening in the Irish Club
House.

Comdt. Damien Keogh
OF-3 IRL ARMY
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4U MAGAZINE – 15TH ANNIVERSARY
On 5th May 2018, in Camp Film City, children and teenagers from both Albanian and Serbian communities
came together to celebrate with KFOR the 15th anniversary of the 4U Magazine.
Proceedings commenced with an
address from Mrs. Leonora Niksic,
the “For You” Magazine Editor,
she thanked everyone for their
attendance. She continued, on how
the magazine came about, “It was
in June 2002, when for the first
time at the editorial office of our
former biweekly newspaper called
“Dialogue”, the idea to establish a
youth magazine was born. It was
meant to be dedicated to all the
young people of Kosovo regardless
of their ethnicity. Which means it
was meant to be written for all of
you. Therefore the name “For You”
was a natural choice. Six months
later, after a lot of preparatory work,
in January 2003 the first issue of
this magazine was published. ” She
concluded by thanking all for their
continued support and well done to
the prize winners in our quiz.
COM KFOR Major General
Salvatore Cuoci addressed all
assembled; he thanked all involved
and congratulated the prize winners.

16

He stated that, “‘For You’ Magazine
was created to promote interethnic
tolerance and the benefits deriving
from reconciliation and peace,
cooperation and rule of law. ‘For
You’ Magazine strives to promote
the image that those who undertake
initiatives are predestined to
become leaders in the future; they
will shape the society and culture of
Kosovo. ”

which is comprised of print, radio
and TV sections. The element is
manned with a mix of soldiers
and civilian local specialists such
as journalists, illustrators, editors,
producers,
TV-cameramen,
technicians etc. The print section
runs the 4U Magazine which
is KFOR’s official publication,
dedicated to the youth of Kosovo,
mainly 12-18 years of age.

The magazine is produced by the
KFOR PSYOPS Support Element

The Minister of Education, Science
and Technology Shyqiri Bytyqi
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began his speech by congratulating
all involved in the production of this
magazine. He said, “I appreciate you
as a unique magazine in Kosovo,
which has taken upon itself the
noble goal of promoting, through
its articles and activities, among
the youth of Kosovo precious
human values such as: cooperation,
interethnic tolerance, respect for
human rights, gender equality,
respecting children’s rights, etc.”
Next to the podium was the Deputy
Minister of Culture, Youth and
Sport, Deva Burbuqe Bakija, and
in her speech she stated, “This
magazine has constantly supported
the youth in various activities
and has addressed topics that
are interesting not only to them,
because of this today this magazine
is one of the most read magazines
in Kosovo.”

its educational and entertaining
articles.
On completion of the formal
speeches, COM KFOR presented
the prize winners with their
individual prizes. Some received
Laptops, while others got smart
phones.
The conclusion was, of course the
cutting of the cake to mark the
15th Anniversary of the FOR U
Magazine. There was plenty of food
available for all while a DJ played in
the back ground. All the children
attending enjoyed this aspect.
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4U Magazine is distributed free
of charge to schools in Kosovo,
primarily by the Liaison and
Monitoring Teams (LMT’s). The
magazine can also be found online
at www.magazineforyou.com as
well as Facebook at Magazine 4U
- Magazina For You Shqip and
Magazine 4U - Magazin For You
Srpski.

Comdt. Damien Keogh
OF-3 IRL ARMY

In addition there were a number
of other speakers from the KP and
OSCE with two School Directors
(Serbian and Albanian) addressing
the assembled audience. Both school
Directors specifically commented
on how it is very popular in both
communities and it has brought the
whole community together through
KFOR CHRONICLE 05/2018
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MNBG-W: SPRING HURRICANE EXERCISE
MNBG-W and JRD-S field houses evacuation training

On May 10th 2018, Manoeuvre
Battalion of Multinational Battle
Group - West conducted the
evacuation Exercise named “Spring
Hurricane” in close cooperation
with Joint Regional Detachment
South (JRD-S) personnel.
On request of Mamusa/Mamusha
field House of JRD-S, Manoeuvre
Battalion activated the Quick
Reaction Force (QRF) to evacuate
the military personnel.
The Austrian platoon of Alpha
company MNBG-W, promptly
reacted to carry out the relevant
contingency plan, showing high
level of the operational effectiveness.
The Field House evacuation exercise
is aimed at keeping plans updated, to
consolidate the common standing
operational procedures between
adjacent KFOR’ Units.
The Multinational Battle Group
West, located in Pejë/Pec, at
“Villaggio Italia” Camp, includes
Italian, Austrian, Slovenian and
Moldavian Units. According to the
motto “Four nations, one Force”,
18

MNGB-W troops are trained
to maintain the highest levels
of readiness as first responder
to secure Decani Monastery, to
ensure freedom of movement and
if necessary, to support JRDs in
case of threats or natural disasters
in close cooperation with Kosovo
Police (KP) and Kosovo Security
Force (KSF).

Capt. Fabio G. CAPRIATI
OF-2 ITA ARMY
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MINISTER OF DEFENCE VISITS ROLE 2 IN CFC
TO VIEW FOR HIMSELF HOW IT IS
“OPERATING”

On 1st May the Vice-Prime Minister,
Minister of Defence, Minister for
Economy and Minister for Internal
Security for Luxembourg H.E.
Etienne Schneider accompanied by
H.E. Paul Schmit, Ambassador to
Kosovo, Gen. Alain Duschène, LUX
CHOD, along with Luxembourg
representatives in NATO, Foreign
affairs and Health travelled to
Kosovo, into CFC to view the Role
2 hospital facility.
The day commenced with an office
call to COM KOR Major General
Salvatore Cuoci, followed by a

wreath laying ceremony at the
Memorial Ground in CFC. The
party then moved to receive a brief
on the Role 2 facility following
their generous contribution to
fund the building of this facility.
Special thanks must be said to
the Government of Luxembourg
and people for this investment in
KFOR. The party concluded their
visit by observing for themselves,
the state of the art Role 2 Hospital
facility to get a feel and a hands on
brief from the staff on what capacity,
capabilities and resources this role 2

KFOR CHRONICLE 05/2018

hospital facility has at its disposal.
All were very impressed with what
they saw and went away satisfied
with what they heard and viewed.
Comdt. Damien Keogh
OF-3 IRL ARMY

19

The KFOR Magazine for KFOR Soldiers

May 2018

KFOR DONATES SPECIALIZED EQUIPMENT
FOR THE FIRE BRIGADE DEPARTMENT
OF LEPOSAVIC
After receiving a request from the fire brigade department of Leposavic to KFOR for specialized equipment in
September 2017, on March 22nd 2018 KFOR donated an inflatable boat together with a driving engine and a
compressor as well as the firefighting boots for thirty five (35) firemen.
The length of the Ibar River in the municipality of
Leposavic is approximately forty (40) kilometres. It
regularly floods in spring and autumn. The boat is
necessary in the event that there is a requirement to
rescue persons affected by the floods, in order to clean
riverbeds and deposits from around the pillars of the
bridges or for some other emergency situation.
Statements:
Deputy Commander of JRD North, Lieutenant Colonel
Robert Verlic, stated that:
“The firefighters are one of the most important partners
here and only with good cooperation can we achieve
results. KFOR as the third responder will, whenever
possible, help local partners by providing the necessary
equipment because they are the first to respond in the
case of civic disaster. We are sure that this unit is able
to cope with any disaster caused by nature or humans.
This is not the end of KFOR assistance.’’
Director of the Emergency Situation Directorate,
Slobodan BARAC, stated that:
“We are honoured by this donation from KFOR. This is
a very valuable donation, and it was a necessity for this
unit in order to achieve the best possible results on the
ground. We hope that this boat will serve us for training
purposes mostly, but also to help other municipalities
when needed. I thank the KFOR unit and I hope this is
not an end of their assistance”.
Commander of the Fire Brigade department of
Leposavic, Rade SIMIC stated that:
“This donation means a lot for us. The fact is that this
equipment is very much needed, the equipment is very
expensive, and however any assistance is appreciated.
I am expressing my great gratitude to the members of
KFOR for this donation.’’

Capt. Konstadinos Ponirakos
OF-2 GRC-ARMY
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Soldier of the Month
Name:

Lewis Brower

Rank:

SPC Specialist (OR-4)

Nationality:

United States of
America

Unit:

702nd EOD

SPC Lewis Brower of 702nd EOD is assigned to
TF EOD, MNBG-E as an explosive ordnance
disposal technician. He is responsible for assisting
in the identification, rendering safe and disposal of
conventional, chemical, biological, radiological and
nuclear ordnance as well as improvised explosive
devices (IEDs). Additionally, he helps to advise and
assist with KSF EOD, operate jointly with other
KFOR EOD, and conduct helicopter landing zone
clearances for KFOR medevac assets.
In the picture we see SPC Brower conducting
demolitions while on mission to dispose of
explosive remnants of war in the form of four M.K.
118 Rockeye submuntions just East of Zhazhe in
Northern Kosovo. US EOD teams respond to this
sight frequently to provide support to the Norwegian
people’s aid to dispose of unexploded ordnance as
they clear the land. SPC Brower currently on 24 hour
response to support MNBG-E area of operation as
well as the municipalities in Northern Kosovo to
provide a safe and secure area for Kosovo forces and
all of our NATO allies.
To date, SPC Brower’s team completed six EOD
response missions totaling over 80 man hours and
advised, assisted and mentored 16 KSF EOD. He
and his team are responsible for the disposal of nine
pieces of ordnance, which include MK 118 Rockeye
submunitions, hand grenades, and a high-explosive
anti-tank rocket.

KFOR CHRONICLE 05/2018

21

The
The KFOR
KFOR Magazine
Magazine for
for KFOR
KFOR Soldiers
Soldiers
Commander KFOR XXII
Major General
Salvatore Cuoci,
Italian Army

May 2018

PICTURES OF THE MONTH

May 2018

Chief Public Affairs Office &
COMKFOR Spokesperson
Col. Vincenzo Grasso,
Italian Army
Chief Internal Information &
Editor KFOR Chronicle
Comdt. Damien Keogh,
Irish Defence Forces
keoghd@hq.kfor.nato.int
Design & Photographer:
Mr. Afrim Hajrullahu
Cover Photo:
Afrim Hajrullahu
E-mail and Web
kforchronicle@hq.kfor.nato.int
http://jfcnaples.nato.int/kfor
Printed by “Blendi”
Tel.: 044 149 115
NATO Nations within KFOR
Albania, Bulgaria, Canada,
Croatia, Czech Republic,
Denmark, Estonia, Germany,
Greece, Hungary, Italy, Norway,
Poland, Portugal, Romania,
Slovenia, Turkey, United Kingdom,
United States.
Non-NATO Nations within
KFOR
Armenia, Austria, Finland, Ireland,
Moldova, Sweden, Switzerland,
Ukraine.
The KFOR Chronicle is produced
and fully funded by HQ KFOR. It is
published for KFOR soldiers in the
area of responsibility. The contents are
not necessarily the official views of, or
endorsed by, the coalition governments’
defence departments. Editorial content
is edited, prepared and provided by the
Internal Information Section of HQ
KFOR’s Public Affairs Office (PAO)
in Pristina, Kosovo. PAO HQ KFOR
reserves the right to edit content to
conform to style and space requirements.
Articles are run on a space-available
basis. Articles appearing in KFOR
Chronicle may be duplicated in official
NATO publications subject to KFOR
PAO authorisation.

22

Contribute to the
KFORChronicle!

Just send your photos to:
kforchronicle@hq.kfor.nato.int by the 20th
of the month explaining where you took the
photo and what equipment you used. We will
then select one of the submitted images and
publish it in the next edition of the Chronicle.
A KFOR Chronicle T-Shirt is awarded each
month to the winning photographer.
You will be immortalised in the KFOR
Chronicle!
Is that not something to be proud of?
Sincerely
The Chronicle Team
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”Somewhere above Kosovo”
Equipment Used: Nikon D7100, AF
Nikkor lens18-140 mm
Photo by: Maj. Hidvégi Ferenc
JOC Shift director
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Military Education: I enlisted in the Bulgarian Armed Forces in 2001
as a Private in the Signal Coy of 110th Support Brigade, Land Forces. In
2005 I finished my NCO training at the National Military University and
was promoted to Sergeant second class. Since 2006 I have being serving
in 182nd Movement Control Team, Joint Force Command as a radio
operator and acting movement control specialist.

About the Mission: This is my fourth mission abroad. I was deployed
in Iraq in 2003/2004 as a radio operator and I have completed two
previous tours in KFOR, within JLSG HQ MovCon. From 2008 to 2011, I
completed a three (3) year tour at SHAPE, Belgium as Duty Dispatch at the
International Motor pool.
I’m currently serving as Duty Air Movement Officer (DAMO) at Pristina
Military APOD.

Name:

Petko Mirchev

Rank:

OR-6

Nationality:
Unit:

Bulgarian
JLSG HQ MovCon

Family Reaction: I was born in Plovdiv, Bulgaria, known as the sixth
oldest continuously inhabited city in the world. I am single, never been
married. My father served in the Bulgarian Armed Forces also, as an NCO,
so I receive a lot of support and understanding during my missions abroad.

Hobbies: I love to travel, and I enjoy hiking as well. As its common amongst
military personnel, I collect military patches and emblems. I’m particularly
honoured to have helped in the creation of Pristina APOD back in 2014.

Military education: : I graduated from the Finnish Air Force Academy,
NCO Basic course in 2010 and followed on completing the Intermediate
NCO course 2013. I also graduated from NATO School in Oberammergau
(GER), completing the Intermediate Leadership course in 2012 and
followed up by completing the Advanced Leadership course in 2014.
I am currently a Senior master sergeant and I am 42 years old. I have a
Bachelor‘s degree in Hospitality management and I am currently studying
Social Policy and Political science in Jyvaskyla University.

About the mission: Currently, I’m assigned to the role of FINCON NSE
Admin NCO. This is my first time in KFOR and I have one previous
mission in Afghanistan 2014 – 2015.

Family relations: I am married and we have two children, a daughter and
a son. We also have a dog, an Irish Setter called NEMO.

Name:
Rank:
Nationality:
Unit:

Tomi Malkamäki
OR-8
Finnish
FINCON NSE

Hobby: Back home, I can be found in the gym most of the time. I am also
an ice-hockey referee, which takes up most of my free time. I am a former
K9 instructor, so working with dogs is very close to my heart. But naturally,
family will always come first of course.
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