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14 June 2017. KFOR Public Affairs Office held its regular meeting with all KFOR PAO subunits, in Camp Film
City, Pristina.

2

Director NALT
Brigadier General Dietmar Mosmann
page: 3

KFOR MNBG E
Pistol Competition
page: 4,5

KFOR MNBG-West
Change of Command Ceremony
page: 6

Fallen Soldiers of the Great War
Austrian and Hungarian
commemoration
page: 7

5KM Charity Run
Camp Novo Selo - CLMT
page: 8, 9

A Visual Overview
page: 10, 11

Multinational Battle Group-East
US Training Exercise
page: 12, 13

KFOR Conference
Gender Perspective Days
page: 14, 15

The Casa Leonardo Team
A KFOR Asset
page: 16, 17

Contingent Profile
Ukraine
page: 18,19

Film City Charity Event
Powerlifting Competition
page: 21

Company Profile
Dita
page : 23

KFOR CHRONICLE 06/2017

The KFOR Magazine for KFOR Soldiers

June 2017

Director NALT

Brigadier General Dietmar Mosmann gives an insight into the role of NALT and his position at its helm
Since August 2016, I have had the
honour to serve as the first Director
of the NATO Advisory and Liaison
Team (NALT) in Kosovo. The
NALT is made up of international
military and civilian experts from
NATO and non-NATO nations,
mandated to advise and consult the
Kosovo Security Force (KSF) from
the ministry down to Brigade-level.
The KSF forms part of the security
structures in Kosovo, its task is to
support the Government and the
civilian authorities in case of natural
disasters and other emergencies.
The idea of NALT is to foster the
professionalism of the KSF, hence
institution building, in line with
NATO standards. The expertise of
our NALT Advisors cover strategic
and organisational issues, in different
fields such as training, human
resources, logistics, procurement
and finance, communications,
disaster relief, EOD, and many
others.
From 2008 to date, NATO has
assisted the KSF and the ministry
in Kosovo in their capacity building
efforts. NALT was created in August
2016 by merging two forerunner
organisations that worked separately
with the ministry and the KSF. My
first task therefore was to form
one team out of two organisations,
combining the different experience
gained in the work both on the
ministerial and the tactical level.
Owed much to the professionalism
and dedication of the NALT Advisors
and the supporting staff, this was a
fast and smooth process.
The mandate of the NALT
encompasses on both the ministerial
and the operative-tactical level
advice and guidance for the KSF in
drafting doctrines and procedures,

and on the practical level support
with the organisation of training
and exercises. E.g., NALT advisors
assisted in the preparations for the
KSF exercise ‘Eagle 5’ in autumn
2016, where the capabilities of KSF
in the different fields of activities
were put to the test. NALT also
participated in the evaluation and
lessons learned after the exercise.
NALT reports directly to the
Operations Division at NATO
Headquarters in Brussels and is not
part of KFOR, but our cooperation
is very close to a mutual benefit. We
are co-located with the Headquarters
of KFOR in Camp Film City, but also
have offices at the Ministry of the KSF
in downtown Pristina. The NALT
advisors work with their respective
counterparts in the ministry and
within the higher command posts
and the units of the KSF on a daily
basis.
I come from the Army Signal
branch and before assuming the
position of Director NALT, I served
as Commander of the German
Armed Forces Communication
and Information Systems School
in Feldafing in Bavaria. This is my
second posting in Kosovo and in
Pristina, having served during my
first tour from November 2008 till
June 2009 as Branch Chief J6 HQ
KFOR and German SNR.

enjoy my contacts with our partners
in KFOR as without their support
our task would be much more
difficult. As for the NALT, I am
convinced the NATO Advisory and
Liaison Team is well prepared to
successfully continue its current
task to foster the development and
the professionalism of the Kosovo
Security Force in the times to come
as well as to translate into concrete
activities an enhanced interaction
between NATO and Kosovo.
Brigadier General Dietmar Mosmann

The most interesting task in my
present position certainly is heading
and working with a diverse team
of military and civilian experts
from 13 NATO member states and
NATO partners and cooperating
with our counterparts from the KSF,
watching how our advice is being
translated into practical progress
on the ground. I also thoroughly
KFOR CHRONICLE 06/2017
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MNBG-EAST HOSTS MULTINATIONAL PISTOL COMPETITION
CAMP BONDSTEEL, Kosovo—
The Soldiers of Multinational Battle
Group-East hosted a multinational
pistol competition on Camp
Bondsteel, Kosovo, June 21 and
22. Croatian Capt. Vladmir Zizic,
assigned to the Multinational
Intelligence, Surveillance and
Reconnaissance Battalion, won
first place, and U.S. Army Capt. Ian
Wheelis, assigned to MNBG-East
Task Force Medical, won second
place.
The participants fired two 5-round
magazines from a 9mm pistol at
four different distances, from the
standing, kneeling, and prone
position.
“The battle group has given us
the opportunity to compete in the
pistol competition,” said Spc. Clay
McCumber, a military policeman
assigned to MNBG-East. “It’s
a 40-round timed competition
measuring target acquisition, and
we have to change positions quickly

4

between targets.”
The competition followed the
format of the Army’s Excellence
In
Competition
Program,
created to recognize preeminent
marksmanship skills through
competition and raise proficiency
standards.
“I’m grateful for the opportunity to
do it,” said McComber. “It actually
teaches you a lot more and you
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learn how to get on those targets a
lot faster.”
Commanders
from
units
throughout Kosovo Force sent their
best marksmen to compete in the
sweltering heat.
“Incorporating the international
partners into the competition
builds trust and morale between
the NATO allies as well,” said
McCumber. “They’re used to using
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different weapons systems and
qualifying tables so the opportunity
to do it with them is great and they
bring different and better aspects to
the competition.”
The pistol shoot allowed for
multinational participants to engage
in one last friendly competition as
the US KFOR 22 rotation draws to
a close.
“It’s a great opportunity to see
everyone in one place,” said
Hungarian Lt. Gyula Egri, a Soldier
assigned to MNBG-East. “It was a
wonderful opportunity to learn the
language and execution of orders
and other nation’s equipment.”

PICTURE: Lt.Tim Becker (3)

Spec. Adeline Witherspoon
US ARMY
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On
the 12th June 2017.
Multinational Battle Group-West
(MNBG-W) Change of Command
ceremony, presided by COMKFOR,
Major General Giovanni FUNGO,
took place yesterday at Camp
Villaggio Italia. On this occasion,
outgoing Commander, Colonel
Stefano IMPERIA, handed over
the command to Colonel Enzo
CERUZZI.
H.E. Piero Cristoforo SARDI,
Italian Ambassador in Kosovo, and
MG Gaetano ZAUNER, Italian Joint
Operational Headquarters Chief Of
Staff, were present at the ceremony.
Addressing the troops, COMKFOR
expressed his appreciation for the
results achieved by the Battle Group,
recognizing their outstanding ability
to perform tasks and undertake
responsibilities with reliability,
professionalism and great attention
to detail.
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KFOR MNBG-WEST MARKED CHANGE OF
COMMAND CEREMONY

During the six month tour of duty,
MNBG-W, Italian led multinational
unit, contributed to maintain SASE
and FoM as 3rd responder within
its area of responsibility and as 1st
responder for the Decani Monastery.
The MNBG-W also implemented a
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number of projects on civil-military
cooperation intended to support
and contribute to improve the living
conditions for the local population.

The KFOR Magazine for KFOR Soldiers

June 2017

FALLEN SOLDIERS OF THE GREAT WAR
REMEMBERED AT THEIR FINAL RESTING PLACE
Austrian and Hungarian commemoration at K.u.K. Military Cemetery Peja/Pec

PICTURE: Winna Christoph (2)

On May 22nd
Austrian and
Hungarian KFOR-soldiers held
a commemoration at the K.u.K.
Military Cemetery in Peja/Pec.
The cemetery is the last resting
place of two hundred and eight
(208) soldiers who lost their lives
in the Great War. The majority
who fell were soldiers of the
former
Austrian-Hungarian
Monarchy. It is also believed that
there are forty one (41) Russian
soldiers that were interned in
a nearby prisoner of war camp
buried at the at the cemetery.
In order that those who fell
and are not lost in the annals of
military history, Austrian and
Hungarian personnel partake in
an annual commemorate wreath
laying ceremony to honour
these fallen soldiers. Following
remembrance speeches given
both by the Austrian delegation
commander and the Hungarian
military chaplain a joint wreath
laying party brings forward a
wreath to be laid down at the
commemorative
monument.
Not only is a wreath laid but soil
brought from Hungary by the
Chaplain is scattered across the
cemetery as a symbolic gesture.

Winna Christoph
OR-5 AUT-ARMY
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5KM CHARITY RUN AT CAMP NOVO SELO
On Saturday the 03 of June on one of the warmest days to date this year a 5 KM charity run organised by
the Joint Regional Detachment North (JRD-N) under the patronage of COM KFOR MG Giovanni FUNGO took
place at CMLT, Camp Novo Selo. The purpose of the run was to raise additional funds in coordination with
Mitrovica/e North Administration Office (MNAO) to facilitate the Mitrovica/e North School for children with
special needs by covering the expenses of a physical recovery trip to MONTENEGRO seaside.

stretched out over the initial lap. In
what proved to be a very competitive
run, it became clear after the 2.5KM
mark that the winning of the race
was down to a three (3) horse race
which was eventually won by Granit
Kryeziu representing the KSF in
an excellent time of 17 minutes
and 44 Seconds, followed closely
by George Foster (UK) a further
11 seconds behind with Klaus
Fridrich (Aus) finishing in third
with a time of 18 Minutes and 44

seconds. The Woman’s race proved
very competitive with the three (3)
podium finishers crossing the finish
line within 5 seconds of each other.
On completion of the individual
race COM KFOR led a VIP party to
the start line where they completed
a 2.5km lap finishing in a dead heat
before handing over to DCOM
KFOR and his race companions
which coincidently also finished in
a dead heat. The final race of the
day consisted of a 4 x 2.5km relay

PICTURE: Afrim Hajrullahu (2)

The run was well supported with
over three hundred (300) personnel
signing up to partake in the
worthwhile event representing the
many nations of the KFOR family
as well as UNMIK and the Kosovo
Security Force. Nations were
represented by personnel from
AUSTRIA, FINLAND, GERMANY,
GREAT BRITAIN, GREECE,
HUNGARY, IRELAND, ITALY,
KOSOVO,
LUXEMBOURG,
POLAND,
ROMANIA,
SLOVENIA,
SWITZERLAND,
TURKEY, UKRAINE and USA.
There were three race categories with
the Individual Men and Woman’s
being the first to commence.
The challenging course comprised
of two (2) 2.5km loops of the
camp. With the sounds of the
resident Swiss DJ echoing out
over the loudspeaker keeping
all those present at the start line
entertained, the field of over three
hundred (300) personnel which
was enthusiastically cheered on
by bystanders became quickly

8

KFOR CHRONICLE 06/2017

The KFOR Magazine for KFOR Soldiers

June 2017

comprising of ten (10) race teams.
On the sound of the starter buzzer
the UK team runner powered off
from the start and established a
strong lead early on which the
UK team never relinquished. The
US team who came in second ran
a brave race trying dearly to reign
in each of the UK runners but on
this occasion had to succumb to the
strong UK Team. Bringing up third
place was the International team of
the JLSG represented by runners
from Ireland, Austria, Hungary and
Switzerland who ran a very credible
race and were overjoyed to finish
3rd. The joy off all the competitors
was evident on the day with many
receiving a watery reception by
colleagues as they crossed the finish
line. The awards ceremony quickly
followed were those who featured
in each of the categories received
there medals and team trophy. The
race was followed by a BBQ and
entertainment for all those who
were available to attend.

Author:
Maj. David Farragher
OF-3 IRL-ARMY

Individual 5 KM MEN

PICTURE: Afrim Hajrullahu (3)

Contributor:
Capt. Ioannis Nitsakis,
OF-2 GRC-ARMY

Individual 5 KM WOMEN

Team 10 km Relay

Granit KRYEZIU: 17 minutes and 44
seconds

Petra KÜNG:

25 minutes and 51
seconds

UK TEAM:

37 minutes and 49
seconds

George FOSTER: 17 minutes and 55
seconds

Oriana FEDELI:

25 minutes and 53
seconds

US TEAM:

40 minutes and 30
seconds

Klaus FRIEDRICH: 18 minutes and 44
seconds

Iva RAKAVONO: 25 minutes and 55
seconds

JLSG TEAM:

42 minutes and 02
seconds

KFOR CHRONICLE 06/2017
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A VISUAL OVERVIEW

31 MAY 2017
KFOR Commander, Major
General Giovanni Fungo,
welcomed the Chief Foreign
and Security Policy Advisor to
the Prime Minister of Hungary,
H.E. Jozsef Czukor, and the
Hungarian Ambassador in
Kosovo, H.E. Laszlo Marcusz, at
KFOR HQ.

03 JUN 2017
COM KFOR, Major General
Giovanni Fungo, presided
the ISR Battalion Change of
Command ceremony. On this
occasion, outgoing Commander,
Lieutenant Colonel Leonardo
Andreotti, handed over
the command of ISR-Bn to
Lieutenant Colonel Benedetto
Lucci.

PICTURE: Luca Giliarini (3)

09 JUN 2017
KFOR Commander, Major
General Giovanni Fungo,
met the Chief of Defence of
Montenegro, Lieutenant General
Ljubisa JOKIC, at KFOR
Headquarters.
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A VISUAL OVERVIEW

11 JUN 2017
KFOR Commander, Major
General Giovanni Fungo,
welcomed the Chairperson
of the Committee on Foreign
Affairs, Czech Senator František
Bublan, with a Delegation of the
Senate and the Head of Mission
of Czech Republic, H. E. Ivo
Šilhavy at KFOR HQ.

19 JUN 2017
The NATO Deputy Assistant
Secretary General for
Operations, H.E. John MANZA
visited KFOR Headquarters

PICTURE: Luca Giliarini (3)

20 JUN 2017
KFOR Deputy Commander,
BG Christian Riener, met the
Slovenian Minister of Defence,
Mrs. Andreja Katič, at KFOR
HQ.

KFOR CHRONICLE 06/2017
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MULTINATIONAL BATTLE GROUP-EAST
US CAVALRY SCOUTS TRAINING EXERCISE

climbed, and hiked down muddy
cow paths, and forests dense with
undergrowth, their faces dark with
paint and slick with sweat.
“We gain and maintain contact,”
said Lt. Col. Scott Virgil,
commander of MNBG-East’s FCP.
“We provide information. What we
ultimately do is we provide options
to the higher element—the brigade
commander—so that he can shape
his decisions.”
The platoons were tasked with
conducting reconnaissance of an

12

PICTURE: PAO MNBG - E (3)

GRACANICA, Kosovo—Cavalry
Scouts, assigned to Multinational
Battle
Group-East’s
Forward
Command Post, land via UH-60
Black Hawk helicopter near the
abandoned village of Gracanica,
Kosovo. Moving in a ribbon of
browns and greens, the Soldiers
push forward across dirts roads and
through pastures, crushing clumps
of sweet-smelling grass beneath
their boots.
This training is the bread-andbutter of cavalry scouts. For the
past two days they have sweated,

objective rally point, in this case
a simulated anti-aircraft weapons
system constructed from cardboard
and camouflage netting. Once
the objective had been observed,
the platoon leader had to make a
calculated decision on how, and
with what weapons system, with
which to engage and subdue the
target.
“The platoon showed a deliberate
dismounted reconnaissance, and
good use of cover and concealment,”
said Virgil. “That’s one of the
things we’ve been emphasizing
with them, is to avoid the various
forms of detection to include audio
and visual detection, both from
potential competitors, as well as
drones overhead.”
The Soldiers move towards the
abandoned village, each man doing
his best to maintain the interval
between his fellow Soldier. Their
boots slip on slick, rotten leaves,
finding little purchase on the oftenuphill trek towards the objective.
They must maintain the element of
surprise, so roads and open ground

KFOR CHRONICLE 06/2017

are not an option.
“Kosovo provides a decent amount
of terrain that we don’t see at a lot
of other posts within the United
States,” said Virgil. “The foliage,
the terrain within the trees, the
shrubbery is very difficult. They
[the Soldiers] discovered how
they can use it for either overhead
cover or concealment. You need to
move fast and sometimes you have
to move slow. So this specific area
provided that level of experience to
the platoons.”
When they reach the empty
village—consisting of a few
provincial farm houses and vehicles
long-ago given over to rust—the
action happens in moments. The
Soldiers swarm from between the
trees, the only sound heard is a soft
and urgent ‘go, go, go’ followed by
a firm ‘clear,’ as each building is
methodically searched.
“We conducted reconnaissance
on objective badger, looking for
antiaircraft guns so the brigade can
do an air assault after we complete
our mission,” said U.S. Army
Staff Sgt. Vidal Rivera, a platoon
sergeant assigned to MNBG-East’s
FCP. “We’re used to operating as
a section and now we operate as
a platoon. We did better when
we split and started working as a

June 2017
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section again.”
During the final stages of the
training, the Soldiers radio for a
medevac, then maneuver rapidly
towards the designated helicopter
landing zone. Two Soldiers halfdrag their wounded brethren, his
arms slung about their necks in a
two-man carry. Their feet sinking
in the mud from the weight they
bear. The simulated casualty
provides valuable training in
medevac procedures for both the
platoon and the flight crew from
MNBG-East’s Southern Command
Post who answer the call.
“They need to remember to
maintain physical fitness because
the terrain is hard, and the job is
hard, so you got to be ready when
you get the mission,” said Rivera.
“You got to be ready for anything.”
Just as the last wisp of rose-colored
smoke—used to signal their
location—is carried off by a stray
breeze, the helicopter bears down
on waiting Soldiers. Hovering above
the ground, the aircraft catches
those below it in gusts of wind
that ricochets off the earth. For a
few moments, all sound is carried
away, far into the mountains,
and the communication is the
KFOR CHRONICLE 06/2017

exaggerated gesturing of the flight
medic indicating that he and his
patient are secured to the the hoist.
The aircraft and its crew disappear
into the distance, and the natural
sounds of a spring afternoon come
creeping back.
“We need to be able to fight in all
those stages,” said Virgil. “We have
to be able to do the peacekeeping
and support missions, and we also
need to be able to maintain and
enhance our combat readiness,
and that can only be done through
training like this.”
The Soldiers look around at one
another in a satisfied state of joyous
exhaustion. There is something
gratifying about the bone-heavy
weariness that accompanies a
long day of training, especially for
cavalry scouts, who thrive on the
aching muscles that come from
carrying a rifle through the woods,
and the slow-drip of grease paint
into their collars. Because this is the
way ground will always be gained:
man by man, footstep by footstep.
Spec. Adeline Witherspoon
US ARMY
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KFOR GENDER PERSPECTIVE DAYS 2017

PICTURE: Afrim Hajrullahu (2)

KFOR engages in implementing UNSCR 1325 / gender perspective with International and
Kosovar Organizations.

From 1st to 2nd of June 2017
KFOR hosted the “KFOR Gender
Perspective Days 2017”. The
purpose of this two-day event was
to both facilitate a platform for
exchange of information in order
to discuss the integration of gender
perspective in Kosovo and to
provide the possibility to dive deep
into the actual situation regarding
gender (in)equality within the
society of the country.
KFOR is sending a message to the
world
The event commenced on the 1st
of June in Hotel Sirius, downtown Pristina. Numerous political
representatives, Kosovo Police,
Kosovo Security Forces, NonGovernment
Organisations
(NGOs) as well as NATO and
KFOR spoke about such topics
as “Gender and Security” and
“Empowerment of Kosovo’s young
generations”. An audience of around
120 people listened to the speeches
focusing on equality matters of
the different gender groups in
security, education, training and
14

development.
The key note speaker on the day
was Admiral Michelle Howard,
COM JFC Naples. On completion
of her address she was followed by
presentations from extraordinary
female and male speakers follow.
These speakers were not only
concerned with the question of
equality but gave further examples
of engagements in achieving
equality. H.E. Atifete Jahjaga,
former President of Kosovo,
Mrs. Igballe Rogova, Executive

KFOR CHRONICLE 06/2017

Director of the Kosovo Women’s
Network, the Chief of branch for
Domestic Violence and juvenile
delinquencies in the Kosovo Police,
DCOM TRADOC in the Kosovo
Security Forces, the director of
the Peer Educator Network, as
well as representatives from the
gender office at the Organization
for Security and Co-operation
in Europe (OSCE) headquarters
in Vienna, the advisory office
on Women, Peace and Security
to the NATO Secretary General

June 2017
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and of KFOR were all involved in
delivering their input on the day.
The presentations and follow on
discussions went well beyond the
programmed time which indicated
the interest of the audience and the
speakers on the important topic. It
also highlights that there is still the
need to discuss, address and develop
gender equality, which should not
only be fixed in laws but even more
present in the interactions in daily
life.
As the first event held outside of
Camp Film City, KFOR was able
to reach a global audience through
the presence of local press and the
KFOR Public Affairs Office.
KFOR is fostering its operational
picture regarding gender
The second day of the KFOR
Gender Perspective event was
primarily focused on enhancing and
fostering the actual knowledge and
awareness regarding the situation
of women and the young people
of Kosovo. Thereby the intent was
not only to have a specific look into
one area of Kosovo, but to gain a

country wide insight. Under the
scope came the areas of operations
of the Liaison and Monitoring
Teams (LMTs) – the eyes and ears
of KFOR in the local population.
Again representatives of different
NGOs were invited in order to
provide second hand information
about the daily needs, constraints
and challenges of the population.
These women and men were able to
give a deeper insight on their work
with male and female people of all
age and how they are involved in
questions regarding equality and
gender dimensions.
A gender perspective as a core
capability
In his closing remarks COM
KFOR, Major General Giovanni
Fungo stressed that the integration
of a gender perspective must not be
seen as a “nice to have”. The ability
to identify when and how men,
women boys and girls are affected
differently due to their gender and
what are the possible influences
and impacts on a military operation
has to become a necessary core
KFOR CHRONICLE 06/2017

capability. It is crucial that there is
a comprehensive understanding
of the population’s needs and
threats in relation to different
groups. Only through recognizing
this information a peace keeping
mission will be fully capable of
supporting and providing a safe and
secure environment in accordance
with the mission and the mandate.
In conclusion, KFOR through
hosting such important events
is another example of the wider
international commitment to the
development of Kosovo’s society
and is a core factor for peace and
security in the Balkan region and
for Europe.

Author:
Major Matthias HIRSCH
Chief Gender Advisor COM KFOR
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SOUTHERN CULINARY PASSION
The Casa Leonardo Team
Casa Leonardo beside the DEFAC
here in film city is the location
where COMKFOR has the
opportunity to host important
Political and Military visitors to
KFOR HQ. While it is an informal
setting it is no less an important
environment for the COM to
convey the KFOR message to
visiting delegations. One of the key
assets that he has available to him
who is vital in order for this type of
location to be utilised is the Casa
Leonardo team. The team is more
than aware of their responsibilities
in creating an environment which
can assist COMKFOR through
the preparation of culinary dishes
which require the highest skillsets
and levels of professionalism. In
addition they are always on hand
to assist KFOR wherever they are
required to be deployed in order
to create a culinary ambiance of
excellence.
The team consists
of four (4) Italian Military Chefs
(Casa Leonardo team), OR-4’s
Gentile, Castaldo and Parisi and

16

OR-6 Ricciardi. In total they
have a combined experience of
twenty-eight years (28) service at
the Italian Commissary School
of catering located in Maddaloni
(Caserta) where they are employed
as Catering Instructors. Having
enlisted in the Italian Army
between 1992 and 1999 the four (4)
Chefs have completed numerous
catering related courses focusing on
everything from bulk production
for large scale numbers to private
master courses in order to further
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improve their skills and develop
their culinary techniques which
they are now able to employ within
the KFOR theatre. Now experts
in their chosen culinary career
path the Four (4) individuals have
not been spared the rigours of
military life, coming from Infantry,
Artillery and Cavalry back
grounds they have all progressed
in their requisite Corps. Between
them they have various degrees
of previous overseas experience
having served with IFOR in Bosnia

The KFOR Magazine for KFOR Soldiers

in the Mid-nineties to tours of duty
in Afghanistan, Iraq and Lebanon it
is fair to say that the team are first
and foremost experienced Soldiers
whose passion for cooking has
been to the benefit of the Military
environment with which they ply
their trade.
As a Military Chef you are primarily
responsible
for
consistently
providing tasty and nutritionally
well-balanced meals, using both
your technical and creative
culinary skills developed over
years of practice both at home and
abroad. You must possess a passion
for excellence within a fast paced
and challenging environment and
have a combination of excellent
organisational skills, personal time
management and the ability to work
under pressure while still being
able to take direction and follow

instructions carefully. This is what
is expected of every Military Chef
however the Casa Team take these
responsibilities and expectations
to another level which KFOR are
fortunate to be able to rely on during
the numerous hosting events.
OR-6 Ricciardi leads his team in
support of COM KFOR proposing
different menus for approval prior
to working their culinary magic in
the Kitchen. Being a talented Chef
in itself is not sufficient to produce
the quality of food expected at
these events. All four (4) Chefs
must be able to keep up to date
records of stock that is needed and
ensure that the requisite ingredients
are properly sourced and available
which brings its own set of unique
challenges.
Hailing from Southern Italy a
region with an abundance of

KFOR CHRONICLE 06/2017
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culinary variety, the team are noted
for their preparation of Italian
pasta, Neapolitan pizza and a large
variety of cakes and desserts. They
specialise in the production of
BABA (a small yeast cake saturated
in syrup made with rum) and
SFOGLIATELLA (a Neapolitan
tart made with cooked wheat,
eggs, ricotta, cheese and flavoured
with orange flower water). They
continue to maintain the highest
of standards and have been the
recipient of many a compliment
following events and occasions
hosted by COM KFOR and have
revealed that their secret to success
is the love and passion for cooking
mixed in with a dash of culinary
curiosity.
Maj. David Farragher,
OF-3, IRL ARMY
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CONTINGENT PROFILE – UKRAINE
PROVIDING ESSENTIAL EOD ASSISTANCE TO CREATE A SAFE AND SECURE ENVIRONMENT
When
travelling
throughout
KOSOVO you cannot help but
notice the picturesque settings
of the countryside, the rolling

the Ukrainian Army Engineer
Regiments on a rotational basis.
As part of the KFOR mission, the
Ukrainian contingent conducts

mountains, vast plains and
green pastures. This is the sort of
environment which entices people
to spend time in the open and
appreciate nature, being on the
green lawn as to say with family or
friends. However, this is not always
possible as with all countries that
have experienced conflict there are
sometimes silent enemies lying in
wait - the “echo of the war”- mines,
grenades, unexploded ordnance
and ammunition.

peace support operations in
accordance with United Nations
Security
Council
Resolution
1244 and the Military Technical
Agreement in order to provide
a safe and secure environment
and allow freedom of movement
throughout Kosovo.
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PICTURE: KFOR Ukraine Contingent (2)

One of the units that is employed to
deal with such threats is our small,
but friendly unit - our Ukrainian
contingent. The Armed Forces
of Ukraine have been taking part
in NATO operations in Kosovo
since September 1999. The current
Ukrainian contingent comprises of
forty (40) personnel selected from

The main tasks of the contingent
are to:
* Ensure freedom of movement
for KFOR troops by eliminating
obstacles on routes, clearing the
roads of debris and barricades with
heavy engineering equipment.
* Engineer reconnaissance, mine
clearance and disposal of explosive
ordnance, including improvised
explosive devices.
* Organization and management of
mine safety.
* Construction works and
humanitarian aid.
The Explosive Ordnance Disposal
Unit (EOD), is one of our units
which endeavors to help address
the problem of unexploded
ordnance (UXOs), dangerous
ammunition and other explosives.
The EOD team performs tasks as
part of the KFOR Joint Logistics
Support Group (JLSG), and
National support element. EOD
in KFOR is a multinational effort
with EOD teams deployed by the
Ukraine, Austrian, Moldovan,
Swiss and US forces. In addition to
using electronic equipment EOD
helps “Altai”, the German shepherd
search dog.
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(FOMD). As part of contingency
planning the team continue to train
in theatre when not conducting
operations.
The Ukrainian
contingent is always prepared for
additional tasks that can utilize their
skillset during military settlement
and aggressive crowd control as
part of the FOMD. The mindset
of the Ukrainian contingent is that

it is only through professional and
well-coordinated work that one can
achieve the optimum result!
Oleksandr Fedun
OF-3 UKR - A

PICTURE: KFOR Ukraine Contingent (3)

The German shepherd dog is a very
popular breed of dog known for
its intelligence, beauty, loyalty, and
nobility. You only have to look at the
German shepherd with their ears
standing erect and to attention to
see how alert they are. The German
shepherd dog first came to be in
the 1890s, thanks to Captain Max
von Stephanitz who is considered
the father of the breed. Max had
admired the native sheep dog as
well as the many fine qualities they
possessed - intelligence, strength,
and nobility. He wanted to develop
the breed even further to get all the
qualities he wanted in a dog. He
found a dog that possessed all the
qualities, purchased it and began
the breeding program that shaped
his quest for the perfect dog. This is
where the German line of German
shepherd dog began.
Prior to arriving in KOSOVO all
Ukrainian EOD teams train at the
Ukrainian National Demining
Centre were the focus of training
is on counter-IED, explosive
ordnance reconnaissance, and the
destruction of ammunition. While
at home they form part of a heavy
engineering unit and in KFOR
as mentioned they are part of the
freedom of movement detachment
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Military Education: I have been a member of the Ukrainian Armed Forces
since 2006. I graduated from Kamenets-Podilskiy military engineer academy
in June 2010 and was subsequently posted to the engineer construction
platoon which is situated in Novograd-Volunskiy. In 2011 I completed a
Junior Commander Leadership course in Vushkov which is in the Czech
Republic. In 2013 I graduated from the Engineer Basic Officer Leadership
Course in the (ft. Leonard Wood) USA.
About the Mission: This is my first mission overseas. I am stationed in
Camp CMLT (Novo Selo). My role is that of an engineer construction team
(squad) leader of the Ukrainian engineer platoon. The Platoon arrived in
KFOR mission area in December 2016. My daily work routine consists of
organizing various engineering construction works.

Name:
Rank:
Nationality:
Unit:

Andrii Pasiuk Family: My parents and sister live in Kamenets-Podilskiy. My twin brother
who is also in the Military lives in Novograd-Volunskiy.

OF-2
Ukr

Hobbies: I am very passionate about sport in general.

Ukr CTG

Military Education: In 2010, I joined the Swiss army as truck driver as
part of the logistics corps. Then, I attended the NCO school as well as the
military academy and went on to serve as a transportation officer in an
artillery logistics battery. Furthermore, I worked as a training officer and
platoon leader at the driving and transport school in Romont, CHE. In 2013,
I passed the management course 1 and courses on logistics and artillery.
As a consequence, I was promoted to a rank OF-2 officer. In this role, I
commanded a recruit school and, after August 2016, an artillery company.
Looking forward, after my deployment as TC of a LMT, I will study at the
higher military academy to further develop my military career.

Name:
Rank:
Nationality:
Unit:

About the Mission: This is my first deployment abroad for which I have
undergone an intensive three month military training in CHE. Currently, I
serve as team commander of the LMT K4 in ZUBIN POTOK. My mission
Marc Roth here will end in October 2017. I very much appreciate the contact with
OF-2 Kosovar citizens my daily work entails. This exchange has seen me grow as
a person and continues to inspire me every day.

CHE
Family Reaction: I was born on the 12th July 1990 in Bern, CHE, where

LMT K4, JRD-N I still live. However, I plan to move to Zurich after finishing my work here

in Kosovo. My family understands my motivation for my deployment for
which I volunteered and supports me a lot.
Hobbies: I am a football-enthusiast. On the one hand, I play myself both on
lawn and sand. On the other hand, I am a fan of the FC Bayern Munich and
watch each of their matches. Furthermore, I like to expand my horizon on
trips around the world. In this context, my wish is to travel Asia or Africa
after this job.
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FILM CITY POWERLIFTING COMPETITION
while others relied on precise
technique. The Male category
proved a tight affair with a mere
margin of 1.58 marks between
first and second. However in the
end Wesley Jones with a score of
348.79 and Elisabeth Festa with
a score of 262.27 prevailed in
their respective categories. All
the lifters received a T-Shirt and
medal as a memento with the
two winners receiving a trophy
each. The proceeds raised from
the event will be donated to the
Shpresa dhe Shtepite e FemijeveKosova orphanage, Pristina, a
very worthwhile recipient.

Maj. David Farragher,
OF-3, IRL ARMY

PICTURE: Maj. David Farragher (4)

On Sunday the 28th of May
the search commenced for
the strongest male and female
participant in the Film City
Power Lifting competition at the
Film City NATO Gymnasium.
Co-ordinated by T/Sgt Michael
Bolar and Sr/A Elizabeth Festa
of the USAF, an enthusiastic
group of participants and
onlookers gathered for the event.
Competitors were required to
partake in three (3) different
lifting events, Squat, Bench-press
and Deadlift and where judged
in accordance with the WILKS
scoring system. This system takes
into account a person’s weight and
gender and a mark is calculated
and awarded proportionate to the
weight they lift making it a level
playing field for all who take part.
The competition proved to be
a close battle with the strengths
and weaknesses of all those who
partook in each event clear for all to
see. Some favoured brute strength
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Commander KFOR XXI
Major General
Giovanni Fungo,
Italian Army
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“The centre of Prizren ”

Contribute to the
KFORChronicle!
Just send your photos to:
kforchronicle@hq.kfor.nato.int by the 20th
of the month explaining where you took the
photo and what equipment you used. We will
then select one of the submitted images and
publish it in the next edition of the Chronicle.
You will be immortalised in the KFOR
Chronicle!
Is that not something to be proud of?
Sincerely
The Chronicle Team
KFOR CHRONICLE 06/2017
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CONSTRUCTION COMPANY DITA - SHPK PRISTINA
Company Profile: ASSISTING KFOR SINCE 1999

nations NSE’s. Further examples
of recent works have ranged
from repairs to the KFOR HQ
Helipads to the construction of
the road management security
infrastructure on entering Camp
Film City in addition to charity
works such as the renovation of a
church in Klina and our very own
on site Church in Film City. The
Company is operated under the
stewardship of two experienced

Civil Engineers, Mr. Bashkim
Berisha (Director), and Ms.
Sebahate Sopi (Manager) which
employs local workers to complete
assigned engineer works.

Maj. David Farragher,
OF-3, IRL ARMY

PICTURE: Afrim Hajrullahu (2)

For those of you resident in
Camp Film City at KFOR HQ
you will have noticed the ongoing
improvement/renovation works
underway on the numerous
accommodation blocks or even
the concrete foundation slabs
which have appeared at a corner
along the perimeter pathway,
presumably which are for a new
observation tower. These are
just two of the visible projects
being undertaken by resident
engineering Company DITA
which has been assisting KFOR
since 1999. During the past 18 years
DITA has been involved in over
107 various types of projects and
have been responsible for either
the construction or renovation
of approximately 70% of Camp
Film City. They have completed
works independently and in
assistance to KFOR Engineering
assets as well as assisting
numerous troop contributing
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