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23rd May 2016. Camp Slim Lines the 2nd Paratrooper Battalion commemorated The Portuguese Paratroopers
anniversary with a series of challenging games including tug-of-war and arm wrestling competition.
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“Run4Kosovo”

“RUN 4 KOSOVO”
Around 700 military and civilian runners participated in the “Run4Kosovo” race through the city of Peja/
Pec, organized by the Multinational Battle Group – West, in cooperation with the staff of the Municipality.
Representatives from Kosovo Force, Kosovo Security Force, International Community and local population
attended the non-competitive five kilometers race. The purpose of the event was to raise funds for local
charity projects and additionally to promote sport activities, the concept of a healthy lifestyle and interethnic
integration among Kosovo people.
Mayor Muhaxery expressed appreciation and
gratitude for the impartial and effective posture of
KFOR in maintaining a safe and secure environment
and associated freedom of movement for all the people
of Kosovo.
Cap. Paulo Gomes,
OF-2 PRT-A

PICTURE: PERNA (3)

David Ritharic, from MNBG-W Contingent, was the
first overall male athlete with an impressive final time
of 15’ and 32’’; while Ezra Krechmer, from the JRD-N
Contingent, was the first female athlete with an equally
impressive final time of 19’ and 39’’.
KFOR Commander, Major General Luigi Guglielmo
Miglietta, MNBG-W Commander, Colonel Salvatore
Alessandro SARCIÀ, KFOR Command Sergeant Major,
Amedeo Russo, and Mayor of Peja/Pec, Mr. Gazmend
Muhaxery all had the pleasure of presenting the prizes
to the winning athletes at the end of the race.
General Miglietta used the opportunity to discuss
with Mayor Muhaxery the current security situation in
Kosovo with specific focus on the western part of the
region.
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GERMAN CONTINGENT

GERMAN CONTINGENT EVALUATES
OPERATIONAL READINESS DURING
OPERATION SHARP GRIFFIN
CAMP PRIZREN, Kosovo - Months of training by the German Armed Forces in combined arms warfare,
middle intensity conflict techniques and standard tasks focused on crowd riot control techniques, culminated
at Camp Prizren, May 6-7 as part of Operation Sharp Griffin.

eliminated, the soldiers were air
evacuated, once again by UH-60
Black Hawks.
For the mechanized infantry
troops, refining their tactical

PICTURE: Staff Sgt. Thomas Duval (2)

The multinational exercise
was conducted over a 36-hour
timeframe and centered on
multiple complex situations such
as air infiltration and evacuation
operations.
Additionally
platoon level movements, live
fire maneuvers, crowd riot
control techniques; as well as
synchronized coordination of
operational forces between the
German and U.S. forces were
also intensively practiced and
rehearsed.
The two day operation started
at Orahovac Range, in Kosovo,
where
German
Soldiers
penetrated the site thanks to the
help of UH-60 Black Hawks.
From there the teams received
a short mission brief before
engaging a group of targets.
After each simulated enemy was
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abilities was less about their
mission in Kosovo and more
about honing their abilities as
German soldiers.
“As third responders it’s unlikely

GERMAN CONTINGENT

environment established and
freedom of movement restored,
the multinational team returned
to their base knowing they
had successfully completed the
mission.
“This exercise was more to
force our staff members to make
decisions, to go through their
military decision making process
and make the best decision,” said
OF1 Matti Hybenkvist, German
Liaison officer (LO) for the
German Mechanized Infantry
Battalion. “What we needed to do
to succeed at the company level
was to show we could use the

different tactical techniques we
have been learning. From what
I have seen it worked really well
and was a job well done.”
Although the overall mission
was a success, the MNBG-E
Soldiers don’t plan on slowing
down on their regular intensive
training and instead have their
sights on an even bigger mission
training exercise later this year.
Staff Sgt. Thomas Duval
OR-6 USA-A

PICTURE: Staff Sgt. Thomas Duval (2)

we will be forced to use the skills
we achieved today, but, I think
it’s one of the skills every soldiers
needs to have,” said Maj. Oliver
John Steenson-Schulz, day one
event coordinator. “On one hand
we use this as training for the
soldiers, and of course we hope
it never comes to it but if we
needed we can use the skills here
in Kosovo if asked to.”
Day two of the exercise reflected
more on the type of peace support
operations German might be
expected to perform in Kosovo,
as the contingent responded to
‘’protestors’’ who gathered at
three of the camp’s gates.
As the level of aggression was
ramped up, as part of the exercise
scenario, troops were accessed
as to how they correspondingly
reacted.
Additional German
troops were called in for
reinforcement, while soldiers
from the 1st Battalion, 41st
Infantry Regiment arrived on
scene to serve as a reserve force.
It didn’t take long for the angry
mob of protestors to disband
once the support elements
arrived. With a safe and secure
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KTM

HUNGARIAN MOUT EXERCISE
Camp Vrelo, Kosovo. In early May the Hungarian contingent of KTM C-COY (Charlie Company) took part
in a “Military Operations in Urban Terrain (MOUT)” exercise, organised at Company level.
The exercise was conducted
over several days involving
three Platoons of the Hungarian
Company who were exercised
alternately in the different serials of
this realistic MOUT based scenario;
whereby one platoon had to secure
the area, the second had to clear the

During the exercise the Combat
Life Saver (CLS) soldiers had also
several specific taskings to hone and
develop their skills-set: as part of the
provision of first aid for the wounded
soldiers. Each day a rotating squad
was tasked with the transportation
of the injured personnel back to the

next appropriate medical level. This
allowed the medical team and first
sergeant of the C Coy to intensively
practice
medical
evacuation
(MEDEVAC) procedures.
“Most of the time we carry
out Crowd Riot Control (CRC)
trainings, but now we wanted to
make training a little different
with the MOUT drills where we
focused on clearing and securing
the buildings. It was a good
opportunity to conduct other types
of activities than CRC. The Coy was
able to practise several tasks, such
as HELI transportation, secure the
area, search and clear the buildings,
rescue the captured soldiers, and
last but not least the MEDEVAC
procedures. The aim of the exercise
was to improve the skills of the
soldiers.”- said Cpt. Varga, the
commander of the Charlie Coy

2nd Lt. Csaba BÚZ
OF-1 HUN-A
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PICTURE: KTM(3)

building, and the third platoon was
ready to react in Camp Slim Lines
as a Quick Reaction Force (QRF).
According to the exercise storyline two Hungarian soldiers were
attacked in a village and their
vehicle was damaged. They sought
refuge in the nearest building where
they were subsequently captured,
accordingly the company’s task/
mission was to search and rescue
these soldiers. The operation
started with helicopter insertions,
but every day was different because
the training instructors changed
the location where the soldiers were
being detained.
KFOR CHRONICLE 05/2016

JLSG

JLSG SOLDIERS AWARDED BY COS KFOR FOR
EXTRAORDINARY SERVICE DURING
AIRCRAFT INCIDENT AT PRISTINA
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
On the evening of Monday May 2nd, a civil Boeing 737 came off the runway after landing at Pristina
International Airport. Luckily no one was injured and all passengers were safely and speedily evacuated by the
prompt action of the crew after the aircraft came to a stop.

J3 Air in order to support the civil
authority’s request.
The recovery inspection team did
an outstanding job throughout the
following day and night. The Chief
of Staff KFOR, Brigadier General
Boyles, awarded Major Burnov
(UKR), Captain Burn (CHE),
Captain Weber (AUT), Warrant

Officer Schreiber (CHE) and
Corporal Gscheitmayr (AUT) with
his personal coin in recognition of
their exceptional service considered
well above the expectable norm.
Sgt. 1st Cl. Markus Vogl
OR-7 AUT-A

PICTURE: JLSG (2)

Due to the wet and muddy
conditions after many days of rain,
the aircraft could not be immediately
relocated onto the paved apron,
consequently KFOR was asked
for assistance by the local airport
authorities. KFOR immediately
formed and deployed a technical
crisis action team composed of
Joint Logistics Support Group and
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KFOR J6

J6 UHF/ VHF MOBILE BASE STATION
TRAINING/ EXERCISE

PICTURE: Afrim Hajrullahu (2)

KFOR has a secure radio
communication network which
is called as VHF Command
Network (VCN). VCN provides
KFOR troops with secure mobile
radio communication that is
vital for KFOR operation in the
theatre. KFOR J6 has also some
additional systems which is called
Projectable Tactical Network
(PTN) to increase the capacity
or to increase the coverage of the
network.
KFOR J6 conducted PTN
training/exercise
to
KTM,
MNBG-E, J6 VHF/UHF team,
watch keepers and Operational
and Maintenance Team (O&M)
team from 10th of May to 13th of
May.
The PTN system is a vital
resource in the KFOR operation
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KFOR J6

when the higher capacity network
or extended coverage is needed
in Kosovo or in the region.
The PTN consists of 3 Mobile
Base Station (MBS) that can be
deployed separately for each site.
By utilizing the MBS we are not
only able to extend the existing
coverage area, but we can also
provide more channels to the
network. Each MBS is capable of
adding 8 channels to the network,
thus allowing more users to access
the network at any given time.
This training is provided twice a
year for new personnel to become
familiar with the capabilities of
the MBS system. The training
exercise was led by Mr. Ongur
Tohumcu.
During this training personnel
learned how to erect the high
antennas masts and configured
MBS units. MBS units include
an antenna mast, 2 Radio Units
(Main and Spare), a Tactical
Link Unit and a Radio Control
Unit. Personnel also learned
the importance of site location.
Site location is critical because if
there are any obstructions in the
transmission path the signal will
be degraded or completely lost.

PICTURE: Afrim Hajrullahu(3)

Ongur Tohumcu
ICC-5
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KFOR J3

This month the Chronicle
interviews Lt. Col. Francois
Barthelemy, J3 JOC Director. Lt.
Col. Barthelemy is a recipient of the
Chevalier De L’Ordre De La Legion
d’Honneur (Chevalier of the French
order of Legion of Honor) and is a
scion of an old military family with
a long and distinguished service.
Indeed his family history is a story
worthy of description because it
is a mirror image of the history
of Europe during often traumatic
periods. Both his Grandparents
were in the military, one who later
became a General fought in the
Argonne during the First World
War, while another died on service
in Morocco. His own father was
severely wounded in the 1940
campaign, nearly losing his arm
which was saved by the skill of
a German Wehrmacht surgeon.
After being held prisoner a number
of months, he was released and
made his way to neutral Spain,
where he was interned but
subsequently made his way to
Britain to join the Free French
Forces of De Gaulle. He became
a liaison Officer with the French
Resistance and made a number
of daring clandestine missions to
occupied France. Subsequently he
saw active combat in Indochina as
a Captain and also as DC of the
French Battalion in Korea which
served with the 2nd American
Division “Second to None.” By the
time of the Algerian conflict he was
a Colonel, commanding an Infantry
Regiment. An interesting postscript
to this fascinating story is that while
serving in Germany with NATO
he sought out his direct German
counter-part from May 1940. They
met and developed a strong bond
of friendship that only soldiers can
understand, despite having been
once locked in mortal combat.
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J3 JOC DIRECTOR – KFOR HQ

1. Sir, can you give us a brief
resume of your own career to date.
I joined the French Army in 1977
as an infantry Sergeant of the 5th
infantry Rgt and then I attended
the Military Officers Academy in
Coëtquidan as a Cadet in 1981.
I was promoted as an Infantry
Mountain Troops Lieutenant in
1983, and became a platoon leader
within the 11th Mountain Troops
Battalion from 1983 till 1985.
I joined the French Army Aviation
in 1985 and in that capacity was
in a succession of appointments
including doctrinal research for
airmobile operations and tactical
simulation development for same.
I also served in numerous Staff
appointments
including
Staff
Officer (SO) within the Land Forces
Command. One of the highlights
of my career was as a Sqn Comdr of
an Alouette II Squadron.
I retired in 2010. Since this year,
I have been going on serving the
French Army as an Officer of the
French reserve (National Guard)
within Land Forces Command,
where I am in charge of the Army
Aviation Cell of the Fire Support
Coordination Cell (FSCC). During
my aviation career I completed
some 3,500 flying hours and have
served on overseas operational
deployments in Lebanon (1984),
KFOR CHRONICLE 05/2016

Sarajevo (2000), Pristina (2002),
Afghanistan (2008) and again in
2009.
2. What is your role and
responsibility as JOC Director?
Traditionally the role of a JOC
Director is to coordinate the kinetic
aspect of a robust force such as
KFOR. But today our role is very
much predicated on the nonkinetic while still having the ability
to “step-up-too” a more robust role
if and when necessary. In all our
planning we are very conscious
in the maintenance of a Safe and
Secure Environment (SASE) for
all the people of Kosovo allied
to maintaining their Freedom of
Movement (FOM).
3. What are the biggest challenges
you face in your appointment?
I suppose one of the key challenges
at a personal level is that I’m the only
French Officer here in Film City
operating in a diverse international
environment with all the inherent
dynamic cultures. The JOC is at the
very heart of KFOR HQ and plays a
pivotal role. The second challenge
is to constantly keep in mind that
the JOC is a real unit, in effect a
Platoon of 23 personnel from some
14 different nationalities. Therefore
a key function for me is to maintain
not only the focus but the morale
of this diverse unit to fulfil the

Commanders Intent of COM
KFOR.
4. What are your main priorities
as JOC Director between now and
the end of the mission?
As I mentioned this is a diverse
international mission, with national
issues and priorities an inherent
part of this. But I always emphasise
to my staff that our main priority
is loyalty to COM KFOR in the
fulfilment of his Commander’s
intent, irrespective of personal
viewpoints. The other priority
for me is the welfare of my staff. I
view the JOC as a ‘family,’ therefore
it is imperative to maintain unit
cohesion and esprit de corps.
5. How has your service and
education in the French Military
prepared you for this role?
I followed the normal progression
in the French Military, but in
the last five years in particular
I served in various French HQs
as a Staff Officer in a Divisional
TOC and was involved in several
exercises with both the French
Army and international partners
at this operational level. This was
invaluable experience that cannot
be replicated. I feel for the role of
JOC Director you must have a high
degree of experience at this level.
This is an operational mission,
where for a JOC Director not having
this reservoir of experience behind
him then quite frankly it becomes
too steep a learning curve.
6. What is your personal leadership
philosophy and how has it evolved
as you progressed through your
career?
That is a great question, so very
hard to answer and one that I
have genuinely pondered deeply
about. I really believe that as an
Officer or Commander entrusted
with leading troops and being
directly responsible for their
safety and welfare is a huge onus.
Every morning that you look into
the mirror you must ask yourself

PICTURE: Afrim Hajrullahu

KFOR J3

with a raw honesty are you always
willing to do more then you ask of
the troops under your command,
whereby you might have to give
them orders that may very well
place their lives in a life and death
situation. That may sound perhaps
trite or old fashioned but it’s a
creed to which I absolutely adhere.
Equally you must always view
your troops from a human point
of view; neither you nor they are
robots. While leadership is taught
at all levels of most military courses
this is something that can only be
garnered from life and professional
experience underpinned by your
own moral compass. I suppose it
has to part of your very soul, in a
very real sense therefore it cannot
be defined.
7. Based on your observations as
JOC Comdr what are the biggest
challenges KFOR faces and how can
KFOR prepare to deal with these
challenges?
The stability that we see in KFOR
should never lull any of us into a
false sense of security. We must
always expect the unexpected.
KFOR continues to contribute
significantly to maintaining stability
KFOR CHRONICLE 05/2016

within not only Kosovo but the
greater region. Obviously it remains
the case that the implementation of
the spirit of UNSCR 1244 remains
a fundamental international tenet
to guide and advise us in our daily
operational profile.
8. What message would you like to
give to KFOR soldiers?
My message is really very simple.
As Director of the JOC we are here
to implement the Commander’s
Intent of COM KFOR. It is also
very important for the soldier
on the ground irrespective of
his/her unit or function that the
operational plans and guidelines
that are generated by the JOC are
done with the complete knowledge,
indeed coordination and in deep
consultation with their individual
Commanders. The JOC does not
and cannot operate in a ‘bubble’, we
are always very conscious of how our
output will impact on the soldiers
on the ground in carrying out their
daily duties and responsibilities.
Maj. Rory Finegan
OF-3 IRL-A
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A VISUAL OVERVIEW

PICTURE: Mercuri

26 APR 2016
PEC, Kosovo. In
Camp Villaggio
Italia,
High Level Talks
were held between
KFOR Commander,
Major General
Guglielmo Luigi
Miglietta and
the Chief of the
Armed Forces
of the Republic
of Montenegro,
Admiral Dragan
Samaradzic.

PICTURE: Perna

27 APR 2016
PRISTINA, Kosovo.
KFOR Commander,
Major General
Guglielmo Luigi
Miglietta welcomes
the Allied Joint
Force Command
Naples Commander,
U.S. Navy Admiral
Mark Ferguson,
at Camp “Film
City” NATO KFOR
Headquarters.

PICTURE: Perna (3)

04 MAY 2016
PRISTINA, Kosovo.
Kosovo Force
Commander, Major
General Guglielmo
Luigi Miglietta,
met the newly
appointed Rector
of the University
of Pristina,
Professor Marjan
Dema, at KFOR
Headquarters.
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A VISUAL OVERVIEW

PICTURE: Mercuri

10 MAY 2016
PRISTINA, Kosovo.
Kosovo Force
Commander, Major
General Guglielmo
Luigi Miglietta,
meets Minister of
Infrastructure of
Kosovo, Mr. Lufti
Zharku, at KFOR
Headquarters.

18 MAY 2016
PRISTINA, Kosovo.
Kosovo Force
Commander,
Major General
Guglielmo Luigi
Miglietta, meets
State Secretary
of the Slovenian
Ministry of
Defence, Mr. Miloš
Bizjak, at KFOR
Headquarters.

PICTURE: Perna (2)

19 MAY 2016
PRISTINA, Kosovo.
Kosovo Force
Commander, Major
General Guglielmo
Luigi Miglietta,
meets Sergeant
Major of the Army
(U.S.), Daniel A.
Dailey, at KFOR
Headquarters.
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SECURITY AWARENESS

BE VIGILANT
KFOR ALWAYS ALERT
Seventeen
years
after
the
beginning of the KFOR mission,
many challenges remain. However
the inter-ethnic tensions witnessed
in earlier times has been replaced
by dialogue and genuine attempts
by all sides to focus on the
improvement in daily lives of all
people living in Kosovo. With a
continuing improving security
situation throughout Kosovo,
KFOR has witnessed reductions
in its original strength. These
continuous reductions ought not to
be viewed as an engine of success in
themselves, rather as a consequence
of it. The current relatively benign
and stable situation should of
course never be taken for granted.
KFOR in carrying out its multitude
of tasks, such as the protection of

14

sensitive historical and cultural
sites must continue to portray both
a professional and robust posture,
in turn reinforcing the already very
positive light in which the mission
is viewed by the majority of the
population.
Alertness as a Hallmark of the
Mission
This in turn reinforces the need
for all KFOR personnel to maintain
both ongoing vigilance and the
high degree of alertness which has
been the hallmark of the mission
and to be always on guard to avoid
becoming complacent and taking
the benign security situation for
granted.
Security Awareness Embedded
within our Training
There is a duty on all of us to
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constantly question how we are
viewed to ensure that KFOR is
genuinely perceived as a force
for good striving for the ongoing
stability of Kosovo and creating a
safe and secure environment for
all its peoples. Considering all
these aspects it is very important
that we work constantly to stress
the importance of military security
measures and to constantly train so
that together we can create a solid
culture of security in support of the
main mission.
Therefore our posture must
always be underpinned both
by our constant readiness and
professionalism.
Maj. Rory Finegan
OF-3 IRL-A

FILM CITY

The Italian Medical Team with the
support of the J-Med Preventive
Medicine Branch in cooperation
with the National Center of Kosovo
Blood Transfusion hosted the
first blood donation in the Italian
Medical Facility in Camp Film City,
on 29 April 2016.
According to the statistics, there is
an average requirement of some 100
blood needed daily by the National
Center of Blood Transfusion,
Kosovo. The expected number of
donors was reached: with nearly
70 people volunteering for the
blood donation, coming from all
the diverse different nationalities
that represent KFOR. In addition,
it is important to emphasise that
the relevant theme of this event was
enthusiastically welcomed not only
by the military personnel but also by
the local workers of the Camp and
by the Civilian NATO Employees.
“We are very satisfied for the
number of donors” said the Chief of
Nursing Personnel of the National
Center of Blood Transfusion.
“But what we care more is the
connection between NATO and

PICTURE: aFRIM hAJRULLAHU(3)

CAMP FILM CITY HOSTING VOLUNTEER
BLOOD DONATION

local population. We hope these
events will become a regular way to
cooperate in order to help people in
need”.
Moreover,
donating
blood
regularly shows benefits not only
for the receivers but also for donors,

because this practice induces
our body to renovate blood cells.
“This noble act is useful for both
donors and receivers” said Captain
Salvatore Della Volpe, Chief of the
Italian Medical Center. “In this case,
you do not need to be a Doctor to
save a Life”.
At the end of this very successful
and worthwhile day, the personnel
of the Kosovo National Center
of Blood Transfusion thanked
KFOR for its help and assistance
population and expressed special
thanks to all the people who gave
their time to join the initiative.
Give Blood! Save Lives!
Salvatore Della Volpe
OF-2 ITA-A
&
Dafne Evangelista
OF-2 ITA-A
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CAMP NOTHING HILL

MILITARY SKILLS COMPETITION
Leposavic, Kosovo. The Hungarian Delta Company organized a military skills competition
on 08 May at Camp Nothing Hill.
adventure was the sit up with a big
log in their arms. The last task was
the “marine push up”.
After the PT the troops should
have coped the obstacle course
where for example they must have
climbed over an APC and “HESCO
Bastion Wall”. Than the team
members faced an approximately
10 kilometres march up to the hills,
where the hardest part was to climb
to the Nothing Hill mountain ridge
over 900 metres sea level.
The result of the first “Nothing
Hell” competition:
1st HHC Team (US)
2nd Engineer (UKR)
3rd Alfa COY (PRT)
2nd Lt. Csaba BÚZ
OF-1 HUN-A

PICTURE: OF-1 Csaba BÚZ, OR-2 Sándor SZŰCS(4)

Till the deadline 13 teams signed up
to the competition which was called
“Nothing Hell”. It was separated
for three parts and each team had
five members and all of them
should have completed the whole
challenge. The skill competition
was open for units who cooperate
with the Hungarian companies in
Kosovo. Because of that reason the
bulk of the participant arrived from
Multinational Battle Group East’s
Forward Command Post (FCP)
and from KFOR Tactical Reserve
Manoeuvre Battalion (KTM).
At the beginning of this event the
teams must have completed a special
Physical Training (PT). In that part
the teams ran approximately three
kilometres while they were linked
together with a rope. The next
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PRISTINA HALF MARATHON

PRISTINA HALF MARATHON
On 15th of May took place the “Pristina Half Marathon” in the city of Pristina and the KTM participated
with 1 platoon on the 5km race and 6 individual runners on 21km race.
The race started at the National
Theatre, and the platoon, consisted
of 1 Officer, 3 NCO and 18
Privates, did the 5 Km run in
platoon formation. During the 5
km, the platoon chanted military
paratrooper songs all the way as
tradition in the 2nd Parachute
Battalion.
The
songs
chanted
was
“Páraquedista que andas em terra”
and “Legionários Páraquedistas”
where it was cheered and applauded
by all the participants, spectators,
organizers and all KFOR personnel.
In the end of race, the platoon
dismissed with the parachute shout.
In the individuals runners KTM
achieve honorable places with OR-6
Edgar Resende in 15th place.
The “Pristina Half Marathon” was
an excellent opportunity to socialize
doing exercise and to demonstrate
the Portuguese Paratrooper´s
traditions to all viewers.

PICTURE: PAO KTM (3)

Cap. Paulo Gomes,
OF-2 PRT-A
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CULTURAL CORNER

BROWN BEAR SANCTUARY

A visit to the Bear Sanctuary Pristina operated by the NGO Four Paws in cooperation with the Kosovar
Ministry of the Environment offers a fantastic opportunity to “get close and personal” with the magnificent
Brown Bear. The Chronicle Team was hosted by Jeta Lepaja who is Communications Officer at the Bear
Sanctuary where her dedicated team carries out this absolutely vital conservation work.
assuring a species-appropriate place
for the “restaurant bears” to live.
This was seen as absolutely critical
as it is estimated that there are only
fifty remaining Brown bears in the
wild in Kosovo and straddling the
Albanian Border, so the continued

PICTURE: Afrim Hajrullahu (2)

For many years, there was no
law against keeping brown bears
in Kosovo. All privately kept
Brown Bears lived in small cages
at restaurants. They were born
mostly in the forests of Kosovo
or Albania and snatched from
their mothers by animal dealers.
As restaurant bears they were
supposed to attract customers,
and thus profit, for their owners.
In November 2010, when the ban
on the private keeping of bears in
Kosovo finally came into force, the
NGO “Four Paws” based in Austria
and with the active cooperation
of the Kosovar Ministry of the
Environment reacted immediately
to create a wildlife sanctuary where
these magnificent animals could be
both protected and rehabilitated
from the trauma of their original
captivity, by offering support in

18
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CULTURAL CORNER

The construction of a bear
house with external enclosures is
almost complete. Over the next
few months work will start on
additional large enclosures, with
ponds and hibernation caves. We
also plan to build an international
centre for animal welfare and nature
conservation.
The Chronicle team highly

recommends a visit to the
Bear Sanctuary where the very
reasonable entrance fee will help
towards this vital conservation
project.
https://www.facebook.
com/BearSanctuaryPrishtina
Maj. Rory Finegan
OF-3 IRL-A

PICTURE: Afrim Hajrullahu (2)

viability of these animals in the wild
remains critical.
The Bear Sanctuary Pristina was
founded in 2013 by Four Paws
Austria in collaboration with
KFOR, the City of Pristina, the
Kosovar Ministry of Environment
and the law firm Franke & Partner.
The sanctuary provides speciesappropriate accommodation for all
restaurant bears in large enclosures
resembling the bears’ natural
habitat.
Among the patrons of
the park are in particular the
Kosovar Minister of Environment
Dr. Dardan Gashi, the Austrian
Ambassador in Kosovo Dr. Johann
Brieger and Roswitha Brieger, a
passionate supporter of wildlife
preservation.
The sanctuary is built on an area
of fifteen hectares. In addition
to the existing facilities, a new
training center will be built in the
park in order to improve the public
attention to animal welfare and
environmental problems in Kosovo.
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“ Sunset in Badovc lake”

Contribute to the
KFORChronicle!

Just send your photos to:
kforchronicle@hq.kfor.nato.int by the 25th
of the month explaining where you took the
photo and what equipment you used. We will
then select one of the submitted images and
publish it in the next edition of the Chronicle.
You will be immortalised in the KFOR
Chronicle!
Is that not something to be proud of?
Sincerely
The Chronicle Team
KFOR CHRONICLE 05/2016

Equipment Used:
Olympus OMD EM10
Lens: Olympus Zuiko 14-150
ISO 200
1/100; f/5.6 Soft Focus
Naim Shala

PROFILES

Military Education: I joined the Austrian Armed Force in 2011 when I was
24 years old in the south of Styria. There I completed my general basic training over a six month period. After completion of my initial training the
next step was to specialize in a specific area and skills set. Accordingly in
2012 I started my career as a Military Police Officer. This was very intense
involving a number of specialist courses, a total of five of which the last two
in particular were very challenging. But in 2015 I completed all the various
course and their sub-elements which is a source of professional pride for me,
because this then allowed me to commence overseas operational deployment here in Kosovo where as a member of the IMP I’m gaining invaluable
experience and putting my training into practice on an almost daily basis as
part of a dynamic and really professional team.
About the Mission: The IMP is a very important part of the KFOR mission
and its troops. The business of the IMP is very versatile. Our main tasks
are undertaking traffic operations, security operations, detention operations
Name:
Lipnik Cornelia and law enforcement (police) operations. Underlying all of this is our strong
motivation to ensure the health and safety of all deployed KFOR personnel
Rank:
OR-5 undergoing their daily tasks.
Family Reaction: My Mom lives in the capital of Carinthia and we sometiNationality:
AUT mes talk over the phone. My Dad lives in the south of Carinthia and someUnit:
International Military times we see each other on Skype.
Hobbies: My hobbies are running, cycling, boxing, inline skating, snowPolice (IMP) boarding, playing soccer and volleyball. I also like the military event marching. I did the 25km Dancon march on the 10th of January 2016, and I was
the first female to finish.
Military Education: I commenced Warrant Officer Training School in
2010 and finished it in 2012. After those two years of military school I was
deployed in the capital Bucharest were I was stationed for two and half years, and just before deployment here in KFOR I was stationed in my home
city – Craiova. I’m a radio specialist with a Certified Diploma of Electrical
Engineer and Communication Technician. I also have an English language
certificate- STANAG level I and I have also graduated from a 3 month courses of First Position Officer.
About the Mission: The main role of the Romanian contingent is to help
and contribute to the KFOR mission in all elements and branches needed,
but mainly in security field and vehicle maintenance at the Light Aid Detachment (LAD).
Referring to myself, I’m the Courier of KFOR, and I deliver envelopes and
different kind of documents all over KOSOVO. The guys from LAD call me
Name: Ionescu Marius Cristian “’The Champion of Kilometres’’, because of the amount of travelling I do
throughout KFOR, around 50-100 per day.
Rank:
OR-6 Family Reaction: My family is very proud that I’m in the army, and even
more proud that I am now undertaking my first overseas deployment here
Nationality:
ROU in Kosovo, because it’s very close to my home (approximatley 450 km) I talk
to them every evening by skype or Facebook and they are looking forward
Unit:
Director of Staff
to me returning home on my completion of the mission.
Hobbies: I like to play soccer and basketball, and really enjoy a challenging
game of chess which as you know has a great tradition in Romania. I also
really enjoy watching movies and undertaking trips at the weekend to visit
interesting places and sites.
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BEWARE

ZIKA VIRUS DISEASE
Zika virus disease is caused by a virus transmitted primarily by Aedes mosquitoes and is known to circulate
in Africa, the Americas, Asia and the Pacific. Sexual transmission of Zika virus is possible too. The incubation
period of Zika virus disease is not clear, but is likely to be a few days.
The symptoms include fever, skin
rashes, conjunctivitis, muscle and
joint pain, malaise, and headache.
These symptoms are usually mild
and last for 2-7 days. Substantially
the main risk is for pregnant
women because new research
has strengthened the association
between Zika infection and the
occurrence of fetal malformations
and neurological disorders.
Zika virus is transmitted
to people through the bite of an
infected mosquito from the Aedes
genus, mainly Aedes Aegypti in
tropical regions. Nevertheless,
another type of mosquito living in
colder environments (like Europe)
called Aedes Albopticus can spread
the infection.
That is why the best form of
prevention is protection against
mosquito bites. This can be done

containers regularly that can store
water, such as buckets, drums, pots
etc.
Repellents should contain DEET
(N, N-diethyl-3-methylbenzamide),
IR3535
(3-[N-acetyl-N-butyl]aminopropionic acid ethyl ester)
or icaridin (1-piperidinecarboxylic
acid,
2-(2-hydroxyethyl)-1methylpropylester) because these
chemicals are also safe for pregnant
women.
Zika virus disease is usually
relatively mild and requires no
specific treatment. People sick with
Zika virus should get plenty of rest,
drink enough fluids, and treat pain
and fever with common medicines.
There is currently no vaccine
available.

by using insect repellent regularly;
wearing clothes (preferably lightcoloured) that cover as much of
the body as possible; installing
physical barriers such as window
screens in buildings, closed doors
and windows, and if needed,
additional personal protection,
such as sleeping under mosquito
nets during the day. It is extremely
important to empty, clean or cover
22
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The current situation in Europe
Countries is safe, but it is
recommended for people who
wants to visit Countries at risk to
be careful and to follow prevention
recommendations, expecially for
couples intending to have a baby.
Moreover, it is very important to
observe local government rules
about introducing materials which
can carry mosquitoes larvae.

Francesco Tarricone
OF-2 ITA-A
&
Dafne Evangelista
OF-2 ITA-A

MP MESSAGE & RADIO K4

KEEP CALM - and don’t leave me alone!

Unguarded can be the source of degradation of KFOR property.
Don’t let it happen!

KFOR
MOP

According to crime statistic in the AOR, most of the
crimes are burglary and damage to property. In order
to avoid such crimes against KFOR property, a proper
mean is to guard the vehicle you are driving or the object you are responsible to.
KFOR edicts an Alert Status in order to ensure Force Protection. This alert status is to be enforced by all KFOR
members. As a KFOR member, you represent the KFOR
interest and you have to act accordingly in the AOR.

Remember Road Courtesy and Safety…
As a driver, you are responsible for the vehicle you are operating.
As a KFOR member, you represent the interest of KFOR in the AOR and have to act
accordingly;
KFOR Alert status is to be enforced at any
time as
required.
It is your duty to protect KFOR property.
Don’t give the opportunity to damage any
KFOR property.
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www.nato.int/kfor
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