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INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY
CELEBRATED AT KFOR HQ

and worth of the human person, and
the equal rights of men and women
in Kosovo”, Major General Miglietta
said. He thanked the women and
also the men that work in KFOR
and highlighted that “our diversity
is one of our greatest strengths”.

Maj. Colin Lawlor
OF-3 IRL-A

PICTURE: Afrim Hajrullahu (3)

International Women’s Day is a
worldwide event that celebrates
women’s achievements from the
political to the social, while also
calling for gender equality. It has
been observed since the early 1900s
and is now recognised each year on
the 8th March.
In “Camp Film City”, all the
women in the camp gathered in the
dining facility where the occasion
was marked. The event was coordinated by the Gender Advisor
and the staff at the dining facility
prepared refreshments and a special
cake was baked for the occasion.
The 2016 theme is “Planet 5050 by 2030: Step It Up for Gender
Equality”. The idea is to accelerate
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development which was formally
adopted by world leaders at a 2015
UN summit. It focuses on reducing
poverty, hunger, disease and gender
equality.
KFOR
Commander,
Major
General Guglielmo Luigi Miglietta
welcomed all the women to the
celebration and in his speech he
highlighted the significance of
the day. “On the 8th of March,
International
Women’s
Day,
NATO and KFOR reaffirm their
commitment to women’s rights and
move forward with determination
to defend human rights, the dignity
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THE PRINCE OF WALES VISITS
“CAMP FILM CITY”

4

become prisoners of it”.
His speech also focused on
the theme of reconciliation. “…
only reconciliation offers the
assurance that our children and
grandchildren will not suffer the
same agonies as our generation”,
he said. “Reconciliation requires
the commitment of everyone,
from the leaders of states and
faiths to the ordinary people in
their towns and villages”.
Their Royal Highnesses tour of
the Balkans concluded with a visit

to Kosovo where, on arrival in
Pristina on 18th March, they were
welcomed by President Atifete
Jahjaga. The following day The
Prince and The Duchess joined
President Jahjaga to take part in
a memorial ceremony for those
missing since the war in Kosovo.
Their Royal Highnesses laid
flowers at the Missing Persons
Monument at the Parliament
building in Pristina entitled “To
Those We Miss”.
On the afternoon of the 19th

Photo: PERNA (2)

The Prince of Wales and The
Duchess of Cornwall visited the
Balkans countries of Croatia,
Serbia, Montenegro and Kosovo
from 14th – 19th March 2016.
Their Royal Highnesses had a
packed schedule that included
many engagements with the
theme of the tour to celebrate
peace, reconciliation, youth
empowerment and restoration.
On the 17th March, at the Serbian
Parliament,
Prince
Charles
delivered a speech that resonated
throughout the Balkans.
In
this speech he highlighted the
importance of the region’s history
“… every society and country
is moulded by its past, but there
can be few places on Earth where
one feels the weight of history
more than in the Balkans. Of
course, no-one should forget
or ignore that history but, even
more importantly, it is vital not to

KFOR CHRONICLE 03/2016

March, The Prince of Wales
visited Kosovo Force (KFOR)
Headquarters in Pristina. This
was one of the final engagements
for The Prince of Wales and The
Duchess of Cornwall on their
tour.
Prince Charles was welcomed
to Camp “Film City” by KFOR
Commander, Major General
Guglielmo Luigi Miglietta and
an Honour Guard comprised of
KFOR service members.
During the visit, the Prince
laid wreaths at the monuments
to the KFOR service members
and 14 UK servicemen who
paid the ultimate sacrifice in
the service of peace while on
operations in Kosovo. This
solemn event was attended by the
British Ambassador to Kosovo,
Mr. Ruairí O’Connell and a
representation from the various
military contingents serving in
KFOR.
Prince Charles was introduced
to KFOR General Officers and
Senior National Representatives
in “Casa Leonardo”. He also had a
cup of tea and chatted informally
with members of the Canadian
and Irish contingents and British
civilian staff.
This was a truly historic occasion
where Prince Charles generously

Photo: PERNA (3)

CAMP FILM CITY

gave his time to acknowledge
KFOR’s sacrifice and contribution
in bringing and maintaining
peace and security in the region.
After his visit to KFOR, The
Prince of Wales made a speech
at the Interfaith Conference, in
Prizren. In this speech he spoke
about the power and potential
of heritage-led regeneration. “I
have spent a lot of my time trying
to find ways of bringing back to
life those things which are being
destroyed or abandoned and
I have discovered personally,
through experience, that heritageled regeneration is enormously
effective. It can resuscitate
economic activity. It can help to
KFOR CHRONICLE 03/2016

revive aspiration in areas where
there is enormous deprivation
and lack of hope”. He also spoke
about the heartbreak of listening
to the stories of those who lost
their loved ones during the war.
Prince Charles concluded this
speech by wishing the people of
Kosovo well for the future “I pray
that as a result of meetings like
this and all the marvellous work
that’s being done by so many
courageous people, Kosovo will
have a really special future”.
Maj. Colin Lawlor
OF-3 IRL-A
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MEDEVAC

HELICOPTER DRILLS
&
MEDICAL EVACUATION TRAINING
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PICTURE: Afrim Hajrullahu (2)

KFOR medical teams from Camp
Film City, Multinational Specialized
Unit (MSU), KFOR’S Tactical
Reserve Maneuver Battalion (KTM)
and personnel from the 43rd
German Contingent, took part in a
Medical Evacuation (MEDEVAC)
training exercise on 2nd March 16.
The focus of this exercise was to
practice the preparation procedures
for evacuation of casualties by
helicopter. Drills such as how to
approach the aircraft with walking
wounded and while carrying litters
(stretchers), proper patient loading
techniques and calling in a ‘9-liner’
MEDEVAC request, were also
practiced.
This was a new experience for the
medical teams as most training
KFOR CHRONICLE
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MEDEVAC

PICTURE: Afrim Hajrullahu (2)

involves patient loading and
evacuation with ground transport.
Aircrew and instructors from
Camp Bondsteel utilized a UH60 Blackhawk and various patient
scenarios to allow the medical teams
to practice loading the aircraft for
maximum patient load.
Members of the Hungarian
Contingent (MNBG-E D COY) also
participated in a common exercise
with the UH-60 Black Hawk crew
of the Arizona Army National
Guard’s 5-159th Air Ambulance at
Camp Bondsteel. The HUN soldiers
trained in entry into the helicopter
and exit from it in CRC equipment
and then practiced MEDEVAC
procedures.

PICTURE: OF-1BÚZ Csaba

Capt. Karen Vandor
USA-A
&
Lt Csaba Búz
HUN-A
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KTM

KFOR TACTICAL RESERVE MANOEUVRE
BATTALION HOLDS CHARITY RUN
A new day dawns in Camp Slim Lines Pristina and the Hungarian and Portuguese soldiers based there,
know this will be a very different day. Instead of wearing the Crowd & Riot Control (CRC) equipment for
another backbreaking exercise, they wear their running gear and prepare for KFOR’s Charity Run!

8

has been held in Kosovo since
2005 and is organized by Kosovo’s
Para-Olympics Committee and the
Academy for Public Safety.
The prizes were presented by the
KFOR Commander, Major General

Guglielmo Luigi Miglietta and the
KTM Commander, Lieutenant
Colonel Carlos Macieira with the
help of civilian workers from Camp
Slim Lines.

PICTURE: Mercuri(2)

On 6th March, it was the turn
of KFOR’s Tactical Reserve
Manoeuvre Battalion (KTM) to
organize and host the Charity Run.
The purpose of the event was to
raise funds for the Kosovo Mini
Paralympics Games. It is estimated
that there are over 150,000 people
with disabilities in Kosovo. Coming
from many different communities,
with different cultural and religious
backgrounds, they all share similar
challenges, often living on the
margins of society.
Three hundred runners from
all KFOR units and national
contingents participated in the
event.
Approximately €1,500
was raised for the Kosovo MiniOlympics that is organized
annually for young people with
disabilities. The Mini-Olympics
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Under 40s men
1st place: OR-3 Alexandre FELÍCIO
(PRT);
2nd place: OR-1 Tomas REP (SLV);
3rd place: OR-1 Jorge AMORIM
(PRT);

Under 40s women
1st place: OR-6 Ana RAMALHO
(PRT);
2nd place: OR-1 Ana COSTA (PRT);
3rd place: OF-1 Eszter UJLAKI OR1(HUN);

Over 40s men
1st place: OR-8 Matej BEKE (SLV);
2nd place: OR-7 Simão CALMEIRO
(PRT);
3rd place: OR-6 Róbert SÚLE (HUN);

Over 40s female
1st place: OR-8 Everdina de BRUIJN
(HOL)
2nd place: OR-5 Mária JÁRÓ (HUN);
3rd place: OF-2 Eszter SZERI (HUN);

Finally, after the awards KTM
thanked the participation and
contribution of all the runners,
raising roughly 1500 Euros for the
KOSOVO Mini Olympics for young
people with disabilities. It was also
announced that the next KFOR
Charity Run will be organized by
Multi-National Battle Group West
(MNBG-W) in Camp Villagio
Italia.

PICTURE: Mercuri

Capt. António Pedro Lopes
Monteiro
OF-2 PRT-A
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DCOM KFOR

THE GENERAL’S PERSPECTIVE

PICTURE: Afrim Hajrullahu

Brigadier General Ferenc Korom started his assignment as Deputy Commander KFOR, on 1st October 2015.
As it is now approaching the mid-point of his deployment, the Chronicle team caught up with him to discuss
his experiences in Kosovo so far and his role as Deputy Commander.

Brigadier General Korom started his military career in 1983, entering
the Kossuth Lajos Military College (Infantry faculty). He served in several Infantry and staff appointments throughout his career and commanded the 2nd Mechanized Battalion and 1st Mechanized Battalion.
He has held senior positions at Brigade and Joint Forces Command level and also served as Head of Operations Department
within the integrated General Staff Ministry of Defence structure.
He has extensive overseas service and deployed to the following
operations abroad: Coy commander in UNFICYP (1997-1998); Guard
& Security Battalion LNO in KFOR (1999); DCOM in UNFICYP Sec 4
(2003 - 2004); TESC officer in NTM-I (Iraq) HQ (2005); Guard & Security
Battalion commander in KFOR (2007); HUN PRT commander in ISAF
(2009) and RC-N COS in ISAF (2013).
1.
Sir, you served in Kosovo
on previous deployments, what
was your appointment and role
then?
DCOM: The Hungarian unit
came with the Entry Force in 1999
and that was significant for the
10

Hungarian Armed Forces, as it
was our first involvement with a
NATO mission. We had a Battalion
size group that was responsible for
guarding this headquarters. At
that time I was a young Major and
served as a Liaison Officer between
the Hungarian Unit and KFOR
KFOR CHRONICLE 03/2016

Headquarters. Sir Michael Jackson
was the Commander then and I met
him on several occasions.
As well as guarding the
headquarters, we also guarded a
transmitter station on Goles Hill.
This overlooks Slatina APOD
and we had an observation post
monitoring events during the
historic stand-off between Russian
Forces and KFOR over control of
the APOD. We were reporting in all
movements to the Joint Operations
Centre (JOC) every hour – looking
back now, it was really a chaotic
time.
I returned here in 2007 as
Battalion Commander.
Again,
we were providing security
to the headquarters.
We had
approximately 200 soldiers and were
based in St. István Camp (former
Hungarian Camp), in Pristina.

PICTURE: Maj. Colin Lawlor

DCOM KFOR

2.
What are the main
differences that you see between
Kosovo now and the Kosovo of
your first deployment?
DCOM: There have been a lot of
changes since 1999, but the change
is more in appearance than in
feeling. In 1999, there was a lot
of damage caused by the conflict,
with bad roads, abandoned houses
and minefields. Yes, there have
been significant changes and
development since then, such
as Independence, and you can
see the new highways and other
infrastructure
developments.
Talking to the locals though, I
believe that they feel different and
progress is not happening fast
enough for them.
3.
What are your main areas
of responsibility as DCOM and
how has your previous service with
KFOR prepared you for this role?
DCOM: In 2007, I said that I
would never come back again, but,
I learned that you should never
say never! When I was selected as
Deputy Commander here, it was the
first time a Hungarian General held

such an appointment in a NATO
mission. We provided the Chief
of Staff to Bosnia, and that was our
highest NATO appointment. Based
on my previous deployments, I had
experience and knowledge of the
country and the general situation.
Certain features of the mission had
changed though, so I had to study
the country, the mission and the
mandate in great detail. I knew
that there was going to be an Italian
Commander and American Chief
of Staff and we met for the first time
in June for Key Leader Training and
that really helped a lot.
4.
What are the main
priorities for you as DCOM for
this tour of duty?
DCOM: My first and main task
as Deputy Commander is to
support the Commander. Early in
my deployment the Commander
clearly outlined his expectations.
I am responsible for all training
matters in the mission and for the
troops in the field. Another task
the Commander has given me is
to conduct a feasibility study of the
Liaison Monitoring Teams (LMTs)
and Joint Regional Detachments
KFOR CHRONICLE 03/
03/2016
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(JRDs). This is linked to future
planning and the reduction in
kinetic forces and consequent
increase in non-kinetic forces such
as LMTs, whenever the operational
situation is suitable.
5.
What message would you
like to give to KFOR’s soldiers?
DCOM: We should be ready to
respond at all times even when
the situation appears perfectly
peaceful; it can change at any
moment.
The history of the
Balkans teaches us that only one
spark is required to destabilise the
whole region and that is why our
service here is so important. We
must remain vigilant, professional
and disciplined. General George
Patton said: “There is only one type
of discipline, perfect discipline.” We
must remain perfectly disciplined
in the conduct of our mission.

Maj. Colin Lawlor
OF-3 IRL-A
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A VISUAL OVERVIEW

PICTURE: Mercuri

Mitrovica, 1 March 2016.
KFOR Commander
Major General
Guglielmo Luigi
Miglietta briefed
the Italian Deputy
Joint Operations
Headquarters
Commander,
Lieutenant General
Roberto Nordio.

PICTURE: Perna

Pristina, 3 March 2016.
Major General
Guglielmo Luigi
Miglietta received
the Head of Swiss
Armed Forces
Joint Staff, Major
General Jean-Marc
Halter, at KFOR
Headquarters.

PICTURE: Mercuri

Pristina, 3 March 2016.
KFOR Commander,
Major General
Guglielmo Luigi
Miglietta, welcomed
at NATO KFOR
Headquarters in
Pristina, Chief of UN
High Commissioner
for Refugees
(UNHCR) Office in
Kosovo, Mr. N. L.
Narasimha Rao.
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A VISUAL OVERVIEW

Pristina,18 March 2016.
Major General
Guglielmo Luigi
Miglietta bids farewell
to Allied Joint Force
Command Naples
Commander, U.S.
Navy Admiral Mark
Ferguson, following his
visit to KFOR.

Gjilan, 22 March 2016.
Today, Kosovo Force
Commander, Major
General Guglielmo
Luigi Miglietta,
visited Gjilan
Municipality and met
the Mayor, Mr. Lufti
Haziri, in the City
Hall of the town.

PICTURE: Mercuri (3)

Pristina, 24 Mar 2016.
KFOR Commander,
General Guglielmo
Luigi Miglietta, held
high-level talks with
the Chief of Defence
of Albania, Major
General Jeronim
Bazo, at Kosovo
Force Headquarters,
in Pristina.

KFOR CHRONICLE 03/2016
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MNBG-E TRANSFER OF AUTHORITY
& COMMANDER‘S REFLECTION
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mission.”
Major General Miglietta also took
a moment to welcome Colonel Ros
Gammon and thank the KFOR 21
rotation for their future efforts. “I
am confident that you will lead the
Multinational Battle Group-East in
the same outstanding manner,” he
said.
Over the next nine months
Colonel Gammon and his team
will be responsible for providing

a safe and secure environment
and freedom of movement for the
people of Kosovo. To accomplish
this mission, the U.S. Soldiers will
partner with members from the
Armenian, German, Hungarian,
Polish, Romanian, Slovenian, and
Turkish armed forces. Although
it may sound like a challenging
feat, Colonel Gammon said he is
confident his team is ready for the
challenge.

PICTURE: Mercuri (2)

KFOR
Commander,
Major
General Guglielmo Luigi Miglietta,
presided over the change of
command ceremony in Camp
Bondsteel to mark the handover
of command within Multinational
Battle Group East (MNBG-E) on 10
March 2016.
National Guard Soldiers from
the 2nd Infantry Brigade Combat
Team, 28th Infantry Division,
out of Washington, Pennsylvania,
assumed authority for the MNBG-E
area of operations, during a transfer
of authority ceremony at Camp
Bondsteel, Kosovo. The ceremony
marks the U.S. Army’s 21st rotation
in support of KFOR, which was
created in June of 1999.
During the ceremony, the 2IBCT,
28ID, assumed authority for the
MNBG-E from the 30th Armored
Brigade Combat Team, who departs
Kosovo after nine months of service
to NATO and peace support
missions in Kosovo.
KFOR
Commander,
Major
General Miglietta took a moment
to echo the successes of the 30th
ABCT. “Today as one unit replaces
another it is an opportunity to go
over the accomplishments of the
Soldiers who spent the last nine
months ensuring the safety and
security for the people of Kosovo,”
Major General Miglietta said.
“Today is a very special moment
for both the leaving and then
incoming commanders. It is not
easy to summarize in few words
the tremendous job done by
Colonel Simpson and his men and
women during this assignment.
The unit, under his command,
established strong partnership with
the valued institutions of Kosovo
and the international community.
Advances made possible by your
unit’s dedication and loyalty to the
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I would like to offer my sincere
gratitude to Major General Miglietta,
Brigadier Generals Korom, Boyles,
and Horn, Command Sergeants
Major Russo and Johnson. Thank
you for your leadership and support
as we work together to shape the
change in Kosovo.
Members of MNBG-E, it has been
an honor and privilege to serve as
your commander throughout this
deployment. I can tell you that the
past nine months have been among
the most rewarding and exciting of
my life. Kosovo is a beautiful place

professionalism as soldiers, citizens
and allies.
I have no doubt that Colonel
Gammon and the iron soldiers from
the second brigade combat team
from the 28th Infantry Divison,
along with his KFOR 21 formations
from across the United States, will
continue to build on our team’s
success.
Colonel Gammon, I wish the best
of luck to you and all of MNBG-E for
the future. Thank you to the people
of Kosovo for your hospitality
over the past nine months, and for
offering Colonel Gammon and his
team such a warm and gracious
welcome upon their arrival. I
look forward to hearing about the
continued success of MNBG-E and
KFOR in the months and years to
come.
Shaping the change, and Old
Hickory!

Colonel Simpson
OF-5 USA-A
&
SSgt. Thomas Duval
OR-6 USA-A

PICTURE: Mercuri

Col. Simpson’s Reflection

with rich culture and welcoming
citizens.
MNBG-E is a KFOR response
force dedicated to ensuring safety,
security and freedom of movement
in coordination with Kosovo’s
institutions. As such, we rely on
Kosovo’s law enforcement agencies
as the local experts and first line
of assurance throughout eastern
Kosovo. These agencies and their
officers are extremely capable.
They have laid the groundwork
for, and continue to build, a
stable, democratic, multi-ethnic
and peaceful Kosovo. As a result,
the security situation in Kosovo
continues to become increasingly
secure.
I have been extremely proud to
watch our old hickory soldiers
grow alongside their multinational
partners over the past nine months.
I know they’ve been working hard
to accomplish their mission and
find creative ways to add value in
Kosovo. Whether our soldiers were
racing through obstacle courses
and warrior tasks alongside their
KSF partners, teaching respect and
tolerance to teenagers in the shadow
of the Austerlitz Bridge, or standing
shoulder-to-shoulder with the
Kosovo Police during our Stonewall
exercise in Ferizaj; I can personally
attest for this team’s dedication and

KFOR
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IRCON

ST. PATRICK’S DAY
On 17th March, the 12th Irish Contingent serving with Kosovo Force (KFOR) celebrated St. Patrick’s Day at
the KFOR Headquarters.

PICTURE: Maj. Colin Lawlor

St. Patrick is the patron saint of Ireland and on 17th March
his feast day is celebrated wherever there are Irish. In the
Irish Defence Forces, it is a tradition that the Commanding
Officer presents a sprig of shamrock to each unit member on
St. Patrick’s morning. Honouring this tradition, Senior Irish
Officer, Colonel Tony Cudmore presented Irish troops with
shamrock at the traditional early morning shamrock parade.
Later in the afternoon, Brigadier General Ferenc Korom
from Hungary, Deputy KFOR Commander, was the guest
of honour at the Irish Contingent medal parade where the
Defence Force members were presented with the NATO
Balkans Medal.
The parade was followed by a reception hosted by the Irish
Contingent, where members of An Garda Síochana serving
with the EU and the wider Irish Community in Kosovo were
invited to share in the celebrations.
The Irish Contingent’s celebrations culminated with a
ceremony held on Easter Sunday in “Camp Film City”, in
memory of all those who died in the 1916 Rising. The 1916
Rising was an armed rebellion against British rule in Ireland
and over this Easter weekend the Centenary Commemoration
was marked in a series of ceremonies throughout Ireland.
Ireland has been contributing to KFOR since the mission
started in 1999. The Irish Contingent consists of 12
Officers and NCOs working in a variety of branches in
KFOR Headquarters. In early April seven members of the
contingent will return home having completed six months
in the mission area. To those that are leaving: Slán agus
beannacht leat! (Goodbye and blessings with you)

PICTURE: Afrim Hajrullahu (3)
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KFOR’S CROSSFIT HERO CHALLENGE!
On Sunday 13th March, a Crossfit
competition was held in the
gymnasium at Camp Film City.
CrossFit is a fitness approach that
was developed by Greg Glassman
in the early 2000s. It is based on
a set of functional movements
performed at high intensity.
CrossFit blends elements of
powerlifting, gymnastics, circuit
training, and other disciplines
into a high intensity routine. It is
hugely popular with military and
police units as well as with athletes
training for sports where strength
and conditioning are important
elements.
KFOR’s CrossFit competition
attracted a lot of interest from the
fittest and strongest members of
the force. Organised into four
categories, the event catered for all
abilities. The maximum number
of rounds of each exercise set was
performed in a 15 minutes period:
Results:
Female: Marta Przeniosło Deputy
Political Advisor (POL)
Men Beginner: OR-2 Hugo da Silva
Lopes (LUX)
Men Intermidiate: Artur Grudziński
EULEX (POL)
Men Beast OR-3 Jeremy Righi (LUX)

Congratulations to CWO-3 Tami
Young who successfully completed
the event and was the most senior
competitor on the day. Well done
to all participants and to the team of
Women
20 Air Squats
15 Sit Ups
7 Burpees
5 Wall Balls
3 Push Ups
50m Run

organisers that worked with CSM
Russo and SSGT Karamos (DCOM
ADMIN) to plan and organise the
event.
The completion was organized
to commemorate all servicemen
who paid the ultimate sacrifice
in the service of peace while on

Men
Beginner
15 Wall balls
25 Air squat
10 Burpees
25 Sit-ups

operations. All funds raised will be
donated to local charities.

Men
Intermediate
15 push up
Zig Zag run
20 Wall balls
5 Toes to bar
10 push press 30kg
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CSM Amedeo Russo
OR-9 ITA A

Men
Beast
15 deadlift
Zig Zag run
7 truster 50kg
10 pull up
15 burpees
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CULTURAL CORNER

A VISIT TO DAKA WINERY

In a departure from the Cultural Corner’s normal theme of looking at Kosovo’s historical sites, this month the
Chronicle Team visited the historic wine making region of Rahovec/Orahovac.

18
18

Rahovec, flanked by vineyards on
all sides, the impressive modern
looking ‘Stonecastle’ winery is
established. ‘Stonecastle’ is the by
far the largest winery in the region
and one of the biggest producers of
wine in the Balkans.
There are several other smaller
wine makers in the area and the

PICTURE: Afrim Hajrullahu (2)

The viticulture region of Kosovo
is located in the south west of the
country between Gjakova and
Prizren. The ancient IllryianPelasgians are believed to have first
cultivated vines in the region almost
2000 years ago. The ancient ‘Vranac’
red grape variety is indigenous to
the region and is still in use today.
There is something unique about
the microclimate and soil conditions
in the region that makes it suitable
for wine production. Production is
helped by the 270 days of sunshine
per year, but tradition and an
understanding of the craft, plays its
part too.
During the Cold War, the
Yugoslavian government operated
numerous state-owned wineries
in the region and supplied wine to
Communist Yugoslavia and other
parts of Europe. The break-up of
Yugoslavia in the 1990s and the
ensuing decade of conflict almost
brought this craft industry to its
knees.
Through
hard
work
and
perseverance, the vineyard owners
and winemakers of Kosovo have
resurrected the industry and the
wine making world is beginning
to sit up and take notice. There
are approximately 5,000 farmers
who grow grapes in an area of over
3000 hectares. Production figures
estimate that almost 8 million litres
of wine is produced each year.
As you drive through the Rahovec
countryside, the flat Kosovo central
plain gradually transitions to a
more undulating topography. The
wide open farmland is replaced
with endless rows of neatly wiretrained vines and posts. One could
be forgiven for thinking that you
were not in Kosovo, but in the wine
regions of Bordeaux, Tuscany or
Napa Valley. On the outskirts of

Chronicle team was fortunate to
visit a smaller enterprise; the family
run ‘Daka’ winery in Rahovec. The
Daka family have been producing
wine in this region for hundreds
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of years. On the day that the
Chronicle team called, Arian Daka
the teenage son of the owner, gave
a warm welcome and explained the
operation. “This is a family business
and that we have five full time

CULTURAL CORNER

PICTURE: Afrim Hajrullahu (2)

workers. This time of year we are
busy pruning vines in preparation
for the growing season” he said.
“We produce 50,000lt of red wine,
12-15,000lt of white wine and 1525,000lt of Raki (Brandy) every
year with most of this is supplied
throughout Kosovo and Albania”.
An appealing feature about the
Daka Winery, is that the grapes are
supplied the by local farmers. The
economic benefits of this enterprise
are therefore spread throughout the
community.
When we called Arian’s father was
at a wine trade fair in Germany,
making contacts within the
industry to potentially bring their
family product to the international
market. We sampled a Cabernet
Sauvigon and Riesling and even the
uncultured palates of the Chronicle
team, knew that we had stumbled
onto a hidden gem!

Maj. Colin Lawlor
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March 2016
Contribute to the
KFORChronicle!

Just send your photos to:
kforchronicle@hq.kfor.nato.int by the 25th
of the month explaining where you took the
photo and what equipment you used. We will
then select one of the submitted images and
publish it in the next edition of the Chronicle.
You will be immortalised in the KFOR
Chronicle!
Is that not something to be proud of?
Sincerely
The Chronicle Team
KFOR CHRONICLE
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H ONICLE 03/2016
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Sándor SZŰCS
OR-2 HUN Army

PROFILES

Name:

Military Education: I was born in Rome on 26th May 1985. I started my
career in 2010 as a volunteer soldier at the military basic training school
in Ascoli Piceno where I attended the basic training course. In June 2010,
I was assigned to the “Military Equestrian Centre” in Montelibretti (near
Rome) where I carried out administrative and logistic duties. In September
2011 I was then assigned to the Cavalry Regiment “Lancieri di Montebello”
(8°) where I currently serve as gunner. I served in the national operation
for homeland security in Rome from November 2011 to March 2012; from
August 2012 to February 2013 and from August 2014 to January 2015. I
served in the following operations abroad; Operation “LEONTE XV” in
Shama, Lebanon, from November 2013 to May 2014 as a gunner specialist
for Sector Mobile Reserve (SMR). I have been awarded the Memorial Cross
for military peace missions, the UN Commemorative Medal - Operation
in Lebanon and the Italian commemorative Medal for homeland security.
My education includes a Linguistic High School graduation and Bachelor
Melissa Waheed Degree in Linguistic and Cultural Mediation (English and German).

Rank:

OR-4 About the Mission: I work in administration in COM KFOR’s front office.

Nationality:

Italian

Part of my responsibilities includes managing COM KFOR’s schedule.

Unit: COM KFOR Front Office Family Reaction: I am married to Pierluigi and I stay in contact by phone. I
will be home on leave soon and I’m looking forward to that.
Hobbies: My hobbies are swimming and running.

Military Education: I enlisted into the Marine Corps in 2010. I went to
bootcamp at Parris Island, South Carolina and combat training on Camp
Geiger, North Carolina. I attended school for the next nine months to learn
how to be an airframes and hydraulics mechanic for the CH-53E helicopter
and was subsequently stationed in San Diego, California. There I served in
various commands and was promoted to Sergeant in April 2015. Being here
at Camp Film City is my first deployment.
About the Mission: My role at CFC is administrator/driver for the CoS. I get
a lot of unique opportunities here that many don’t, all while serving as the
best rank in the Marine Corps!
Family Reaction: I have two sisters and a brother in Missouri. We remain in

Name:

Kelli Chalankina contact through social media. I also have a small dog that is staying with my
OR-5 mother while I’m away.

Rank:
Nationality:
Unit:

United States Hobbies: In my free time, I enjoy riding around on my motorcycle (Harley
Davidson) and finding new places to eat. I also like shooting guns, hiking,

COS Office KFOR HQ spending time with friends, and cooking.
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BEWARE

NOROVIRUS INFECTION
Norovirus is one of the most common pathogens responsible for gastroenteritis of non- bacterial origin. It is
commonly known as Norwalk Virus from the city in Ohio that was the center of the first biggest epidemic in
1968. The infections due to NoroVirus are mostly developed in community environments, hospitals, schools or
barracks.
up. The disease does not usually
have series consequences and most
patients recover in 1-2 days without
complications.
Normally, the only countermeasure
is to increase the intake of liquids
in order to compensate the
dehydration. There are no specific
drugs against NoroVirus or
vaccination. People get immunized
after the infection only for a few
months; it means they can be
infected again after a few months.

Incubation lasts 12-48 hours, and
the infections can persist from 12
to 60 hours. Symptoms are typical
of the gastroenteritis, including
nausea, vomiting (especially in
children), diarrhea with loss of
liquids, abdominal cramps. In
some cases a slight fever can show
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NoroVirus is highly infective
and resistant to external agents.
Transmission is inter-human, by
mouth, ingesting contaminated
water and food, but also through
contact of food we eat on infected
surfaces. The food that most
commonly causes this infection
is uncooked food, salad, seafood,
fresh vegetables, fruit and of course
water.
What can we do to protect
ourselves from NoroVirus?
• Wash your hands before handling
food
• Do not work with food or handle
it if you have been sick
• Wash and disinfect all the
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materials and surfaces that have
been in contact with people infected
• Eat only food you know the
management of
• Do not store food that can
deteriorate
Salvatore Della Volpe
OF-2 ITA-A
&
Dafne Evangelista
OF-2 ITA-A

MP MESSAGE & RADIO K4

KEEP CALM - And be ready to brake!
Traffic accidents are one of the main sources of property damage and injuries
to KFOR troops. Some minor adjustments in operating vehicles may prevent
you from becoming a member of that sad statistic !
.
.
.

.

KFOR
MOP

A considerable number of KFOR involved road traffic
accidents (RTA) are rear-end collisions
We must adjust our driving style to stay safe
Even modern military style vehicles have longer brea
king distances then all the civilian cars around us no
matter whether its old or a brand new SUV
Even if in many cases the primary cause of an accident
according to our driving culture may not be a KFOR
driver we can contribute to reducing the consequence
of emergency situations on the road and simply safe lives.

Blood and tears – no matter who’s fault it is
- it should be prevented
That is why…
.
.
.
.
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You add a little extra distance to the front car when
driving military vehicles, especially in a mixed convoy
You are either fit to drive or you don’t drive at all
You report to your commander when you need a short
break
You have your emergency card and know how to call in a
9-liner
You always focus on the traffic without getting distracted
by phone, music or smoking
You drive defensively and adjust your driving style to the
circum stances

Always keep calm and be ready to brake!

KFOR CHRONICLE 03/2016
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www.nato.int/kfor
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