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SACRIFICES OF SOLDIERS

have always believed that peace
neither occurs nor prospers by
itself. History shows us it is frequently arrived at and maintained
by, amongst others, the sacrifices
of soldiers. As it is now today in
Kosovo by your sacrifice of separation from family. A separation all
the more deeply felt by you and
those at home at this festive time
of family togetherness. Your presence and participation in KFOR
contributes to the preservation
of the peace and prosperity of all
the populations in Kosovo. In so
doing you are giving the people
here a precious gift, surely one
that represents the very essence of
Christmas.
We are serving here together
during a very challenging and
sensitive time. KFOR now as in
the past will continue to impartially safeguard all the peoples of
Kosovo contributing to their safe
and secure environment and freedom of movement. On my arrival
intheatre over three months ago
I identified that many of the major
issues remaining to be resolved in
the region were more political than
military in nature, but that this did
not mean KFOR no longer had a
place here. This very much has
been seen to be the case as many
of the tough issues that in the past
were left to be faced have now
come of age and need to be dealt
with. Difficulties in the north had
manifested into the erection of
barricades by the local people there
and KFOR has had to contend with
this complex situation. KFOR is
neither authorized nor possess the
capability to unilaterally solve all
of Kosovo’s problems. Realistically the barricades in the north of

Kosovo represent only a physical
obstacle. The Military cannot decisively influence the political and
mental obstacles in people’s minds,
ultimately only politics can.
KFOR, using disciplined restraint,

but also a resolved manner.
The New Year is upon us and
before the next year’s end You and
I will have returned home. In the
interim we will remain determined
and focused to develop the oppor-

has not hesitated to address those
scenarios arising which were security related. For that we are trained,
equipped and prepared as has been
seen on a number of occasions.
There is a minority amongst the
people in the area, that has hidden
behind peaceful protestors. They
have not hesitated to use women
and children as their shields while
staging cowardly attacks causing
very serious injuries.
KFOR has reacted correctly, proportionately, patiently and without
further escalating events despite
provocation and the evident intent
behind the recent serious wounding
of KFOR soldiers during clashes at
the barricades. I am very pleased
and extremely proud of how you
have conducted yourselves during
these outbreaks of violence, performing professionally in a correct, considered and constrained,

tunities to improve the conditions
whereupon that peace and prosperity I first spoke of can benefit all
the peoples in Kosovo not just at
Christmas time but ongoing well
into the future. When high political
drama hits the headlines it is often
hard for ordinary people to make
a connection between that drama
and real life. Over the last number
of months standing on roadways
in northern Kosovo talking to the
people, that connection was immediate. It is my sincere wish that
a political solution will develop
in 2012 improving the real life
of all the peoples of Kosovo and
your sacrifices and the sacrifices
of KFOR soldiers over the last 12
years will be rewarded.
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LIVING AT THE BARRICADES

PICTURES: T. JAKOBS, F.REICHENBACH AND PSYOPS
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TOGETHER AS ONE
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STORY: D. HARVEY
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W

ith the fast-fading light of a
late November or early December mid-afternoon in northern
Kosovo it starts to get cold very
quickly. There are few creature
comforts and it’s uncertain what
the next few days, even hours will
bring. Violent clashes have occurred at the barricades and dozens of KFOR soldiers have been
wounded, some seriously. Life on

the barricades can be very tough.
In KFOR however you are far from
being alone and the camaraderie
of colleagues is very comforting to
the individual soldier’s spirit and
morale. Your training, equipment,
leadership structure and supplies
support you but it is the close
comradeship of fellow soldiers that
sustains you the most.
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OPERATION RAPID GUARDIAN III

R

apid Guardian III is a schedready when needed. The intent is
uled operational exercise for
to demonstrate KFOR capability
one of NATO’s strategic reserve
to rapidly reinforce its strength in
forces, and commenced on Noorder to intervene in theatre, and to
vember 28 with a spectacular
airdrop of 200 troops from US
US 173 Airborne Brigade
173 Airborne Brigade based in
The
brigade was activated on the
Vincenza, Italy.
island of Okinawa on March 26,
Operation Rapid Guardian III
1963,
and the first US Army unit
commenced by an airdrop of
sent to the Republic of South Viet200 troops and the ADCs of
nam in May 1965. It was reactiCOMKFOR and ACOS OPS
vated
on June 12, 2000 on Caserma
over drop zone Britney, outEderle in Vicenza, Italy, where it
side Pristina on November 28.
serves as European Command’s
The drop, from four C-130s,
only conventional airborne unit.
was carried out successfully
by soldiers from the US 173
Airborne Brigade, Landing on
the muddy fields the soldiers had
keep assigned forces at a high state
no problems gathering their equip- of readiness and training. During
ment and getting ready for the
the next weeks the US troops will
many tasks until December 15.
participate in different operations
The airdrop was carried out from
in MNB-E, assisting the brigade
300 meters. The four US C-130s
units in their daily operations.
came in to the drop zone two by
two, opening their rear hatches
and scattering the sky with parachutes. A drop from this altitude
takes no more than a few minutes,
giving the paratroopers no more
than a short drop before they hit the
mud. However, no problems were
reported and the US soldiers are
ready for their next assignments in
MNB-E. During the airdrop, units
from MNB-C provided security of
the drop zone. Also, medical units
and other personnel assisted during
the drop, ensuring a secure and safe
operation. Rapid Guardian III is
an in-theatre KFOR reinforcement
operational rehearsal. Being one of
a series of training events, Rapid
Guardian III will ensure that units
assigned to the Strategic Reserve
Forces (SRF) or others earmarked
for operations in Kosovo are
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10 YEARS AGO

STORY: K. ANDERSEN
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THE KFOR HISTORIAN
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HQ KFOR
A

rchivist/ Historian Dimitri
Desbeek is the corporate
memory of KFOR. He keeps track
of what has happened in KFOR
through the collection, compilation
and collation of records. The
definition of a record in KFOR’s
context is necessarily both very
large and varied and can include
correspondence, operations
material, maps, plans, press
releases, film footage, flags and a
huge variety of other interesting
items. A corporate asset as such,
all this and much more is used
to better inform future KFOR
decision making and to support
lessons learned, organizational
accountability, maybe even other
missions, and perhaps the future
writing of KFOR’s history.
He can only provide for the future
what he can get today, quite
literally only getting out of the
process what people put into it.
It is both an interesting and
challenging role all at once,
benefiting from the major strength
of KFOR’s multinationality,
that is to say the many different
approaches and professional
backgrounds, all conscious of
the necessity of prudent record
keeping. Key leader Training
is where this importance is first
stressed, then the various Branch
Records Action Officers playing
their part, with the individual
realization often coming about in
the course of one’s work when
a record is required, bringing
the relevance of the message
immediately home.
The process of record maintenance
and retrieval is more dynamic
than first imagined, frequently
a flexible and creative approach

being required, having the presence
of mind to access many different
portals in quick time to meet
research requirements of, for
instance the Legal Advisor or Chief
of Staff’s Office amongst many
others, often under critical time
pressure.
As the custodian of KFOR’s
records, being able to bring a
different overview to problem
solving is very rewarding.

STORY: D. HARVEY
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REMOVING THE BARRICADES
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KFOR
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STORY: D. HARVEY
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T

he removal of road obstacles
at Jagnjenica by the local
population and KFOR in the Zubin
Potok valley in northern Kosovo
in early December involved
lengthy negotiation, on-the-spot
coordination, the use of heavy
equipment, considerable effort
and much patience. A week earlier
it was the scene of heavy clashes
between radical protesters and
KFOR troops. It took a full two
days to dismantle the barricades
and a further one to install a KFOR
vehicle checkpoint.
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CHAPLAIN

S

oon it will be Christmas.
Everyone here in Kosovo has
been thinking for weeks about
the presents they might send
home to their families: perfumes,
sportswear, electronic equipment
or maybe some good whiskey?
Here the goods are much cheaper
and our loved-ones back home will
be happy.
Christmas has got its special
magic. We want to please others, feeling that it is nicer to give
presents than to receive them.
“It is more blessed to give than
to receive”. So says a proverb.
Isn’t that strange? At Christmas
time we forget thinking about us
first. We are seeking company,
enjoying a lovely dinner together
with the family and with friends.
In these days we are somehow
different than at other times.
Those who are alone for Christmas
feel really bad. Loneliness seems

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE

to be twice as hard. And
people fell a strong longing for love and comfort.
Where do these feelings
come from? Maybe from
the memories of our own
childhood? Who knows?
I think everyone desires a
world different from the
daily one we know. A world
where there is no longer
war. A world that lets everyone be the person once
created by God. A world,
where not only power and
money count, but where the
soft melodies of life and
the deep happiness in our
hearts are essential.
Since Christ’s birth this old
human desire has become
reality. Jesus has turned
the world on its head with
his message. And the best thing
is: we don’t have to long for a
different world any more, but we
can start creating a new world
– right now. We will be success-

STORY: T. GLŐCKL

ful, because eternity and the love
of God is at our sides. There is
a wonderful Christian proverb
expressing exactly this confidence:
“Do something good and let the
others whistle their tunes.”
Dear soldiers, I wish you and
your families back home a wonderful and peaceful Christmas.
May God bless you and all those
who you love.
Your Coordinating Chaplain in
Film City, Pristina
Thomas Glöckl
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- KFOR Chronicle 12/2011 -

KSF RECOMMENDED FOR FOC

KSF

O

ne of KFOR’s line of operations is “to strengthen Kosovo
Security Force (KSF) capabilities”.
It is mainly the task of HQ KFOR’s
Military Civil Advisory Division
under Italian Brigadier General
Francesco Diella to monitor and
advise this civil protection force.
The results have been encouraging.
Applications amongst young
people from all ethnicities and
genders in response to a recruitment campaign was very strong.
After reaching their Initial Operational Capability (IOC) in 2009, all
KSF efforts have since converged
towards reaching Full Operational
Capability (FOC). Through a joint
KFOR/KSF assessment cycle, FOC
criteria were developed and performance evaluated, to ensure progress has been made. COMKFOR
Major General Erhard Drews last
month reported on the significant
progress of KSF and recommended
to North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) Joint Force Command
(JFC) Naples that FOC be declared
in respect of the KSF. The formal
approval for this recommendation
by NATO could be expected in the
coming months.

STORY: D. HARVEY

PICTURES: KSF
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WINE INDUSTRY IN KOSOVO
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NICE TO KNOW
R

eplant and rebuild, the
reemergence of the Wine
Industry in Kosovo.

A favorable climate, with over
250 days of sun per year, highly
suitable soil conditions, and the
region having one of the oldest
grape varieties (Vranac) in the
world, has meant Kosovo has a
long tradition of wine making.
This heritage was handed down
within certain families from generation to generation. In former
Communist Yugoslavian times this
continued albeit within a stateowned setting, when the grape
producers and wine makers were
separate. Prices were guaranteed
and paid in terms of weight,
so there was an emphasis on
quantity, not quality. Hence mass
produced bulk wine production
for blending into cheap table
wine flowed from the Balkans
in the 1970s. However this all
came to an end with the break-up

STORY: D. HARVEY

of Yugoslavia and the war in
the 1990s. In the interim the
international wine market had
changed, and today it is not only
more competitive but the wine
consumer is more informed, more
demanding and better supplied.
There is however a recognition
that if bulk shelf wines were the
way of the past, good wine is
the way of the future and there
are positive signs that the industry’s yearly turnover of 3.5 million
euro can be doubled. Kosovo’s
wine makers are replanting and
rebuilding with quality being
the key. The way forward being
the modernization of primary
production, beginning with the
cultivation process, namely with
the “green cut”, careful pruning to
bring quality to the fruit. Also the
reduction of yield by preselecting
and limiting the harvest to improve
the quality. Thereafter a more disciplined production mode with the
perfection of techniques involving

the cleaning of tanks prior to
fermentation and active monitoring
of the fermentation process.
An emphasis on achieving
consistent quality and thereafter looking to achieve a niche
product in an already highly
segmented international market
is the way forward. The answer
may well lie in the “SHESHI IZI”
grape, a variety unique to Kosovo.
The plant on which it grows has
a unique appearance, resembling
a bush more than a vine. Its yield
was low so traditionally it did not
prosper, now it may well allow
Kosovo’s wine producers a unique
selling point, to become known
for a particular kind of wine and
potentially its own place on the
international market.

PICTURES: F. REICHENBACH
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EMINGJIKU MUSEUM

E

thnology may be described
as the study of the origins
and development of the races
of mankind. It is a “portrait of
people”, the intent to provide a
detailed, in-depth description of
everyday life and practice. If you
like an “insider’s point of view”.
The Ethnological Museum in
Pristina achieves that by consisting
of four buildings from the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries
containing an extraordinarily interesting ethnological exhibition that
tells the story of life in Kosovo
in ethnological aspect from the
fifteenth through to the twentieth
centuries.
The exhibition is built around four
main themes that represent the
cycle of life:

Included in these themes are the
following subjects: Family and
the way of living, Birth rituals,
Folk art-handicrafts, the oda
and its function, the way of life,
Marriage, Folk clothing, Death
rituals, Intangible heritage and
Ethnomusicology. The museum
also has a multimedia presentation and a documentary program
for visitors who desire more information, all to help the visitor
gain an insight into the cultural
heritage of Kosovo. Closed
on Sundays it is open Monday
to Saturday 1000-1700hours.
For further information contact
muzeuetnologjik@gmail.com

- Birth
- Life
- Death
- Intangible Heritage
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MSU
T

he 21st of November
every year is a very
special date for the Italian
Carabinieri. This year 2011
was no exception and in
the Multinational Specialized Unit (MSU) they again
not only celebrated their
patron Virgo Fidelis, but also
commemorated the 70th Anniversary of the battle of Culqualber (Ethiopia) where they
fought against the British
during World War II. Their
brave defence of Culqualbar against repeated heavy
assaults by the British ended
when surrounded and having
run out of ammunition, they
rejected an offer to surrender and dramatically “fixed
bayonets” and counter attacked. Though unsuccessful the survivors
earned the flag dell Árma the Gold Medal for Military Valour. This action was the embodiment of the motto on the image of Virgo Fidelis:
“Always faithful even onto death”.

Non-NATO Nations within
KFOR

Armenia, Austria, Finland, Ireland,
Marrocco, Sweden, Switzerland, Ukraine

The KFOR Chronicle is produced and
fully funded by HQ KFOR. It is published
for KFOR soldiers in the area of responsibility. The contents are not necessarily
the official views of, or endorsed by, the
coalition governments’ defence departments. Editorial content is edited, prepared
and provided by the Internal Information
Section of HQ KFOR’s Public Affairs Office (PAO) in Pristina, Kosovo. PAO HQ
KFOR reserves the right to edit content to
conform to style and space requirements.
Articles run on a space-available basis.

VIRGO FIDELIS

PICTURE: Bundesarchiv, Bild 102-00249 CC-BY-SA

Major General Erhard Drews,
German Army

PICTURE: Creative Commons CC-BY-S A-2.5

Commander KFOR
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EDITORIAL

B

uilding on the commitment
and excellent contribution
of my predecessors Commandant
Darragh O‘Brian and before him
Commandant Eugene Doyle who
both dutifully and skillfully documented the KFOR happenings and
stories during their time, the challenges and upheavals experienced
in KFOR over recent weeks and
months have required an evolving
editorial emphasis in how these
were to be recorded. This slight
adjustment in style was undertaken
mindful that the seriousness of
such occurrences be underlined
and were registered accurately as
much for today’s KFOR Chronicle
readers as for those who will pick
up these editions in the future.
To chronicle is to record, and the
responsibility to correctly reflect
the true nature of the present day
KFOR reality required this somewhat adapted approach to fine-tune
the topics featured. My hope is
that the KFOR Chronicle continues to reliably reflect the KFOR
soldier’s reality. My aim there-

fore is three-fold: that the KFOR
Chronicle ought contribute to the
KFOR soldier knowing more about
the mission than is immeadiately
apparent around his/her environment; the positive developments
on-going in Kosovo; and finally to
present some aspects of the history
and culture of Kosovo. I would
like to take this opportunity then
to encourage all budding journalists throughout KFOR to send
articles and pictures to us here at
the Chronicle. You can help us
document life in KFOR if you send
us your experiences to share with
the broader organization. Ideally,
articles should be between 400450 words long with 7-8 captioned
photographs accompanying the
text. I look forward to hearing from
you.

DAN HARVEY OF-3 IRL-A
Editor KFOR Chronicle
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