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T

he Kosovo municipal election months of November
and December 2013 will be remembered as a very
significant step towards the improvement of democracy
and security throughout Kosovo.
The smooth conduct of municipal elections has been an
important pillar in the successful implementation of the April
19th Brussels agreement between Pristina and Belgrade. It
marks a significant development in the normalisation of their
relationship.
Along with our security partners, the Kosovo Police and
EULEX, we supported OSCE and the Institutions in Kosovo
and we enabled the conduct of the elections by acting in
a prudent, firm and impartial manner. In the municipal
assemblies, Kosovo will have all communities represented
with an internationally recognised mandate from the people
of Kosovo, North and South. The focus will now quickly shift
towards the significant task of establishing the supporting
structures for the newly elected municipal assemblies, especially
in the Serbian municipalises where the task of removing the
old structures and replacing them will commence in earnest.
The successful implementation of the KFOR mandate to
ensure a Safe and Secure Environment (SASE) and Freedom of
Movement (FoM) during the elections is a consequence of the
detailed planning and coordination by KFOR HQ and KFOR
Commanders combined with the hard work and endeavour of
the KFOR personnel on the ground. Together we accomplished
the mission by each of us completing our assigned tasks.
On all voting dates of 03, 17 November and 01 December
2013, KFOR deployed its entire set of manoeuvre forces. The
forces were mainly deployed to the North where our main
effort lies. In addition to the MNBG-E units and MSU normally
operating in the North, we also deployed the entire KTM and
other units from MNBG-W, North of the Ibar. It was a very
demanding effort as all the capabilities of the ISR, RECCE,
FoM Detachments, EOD, JLSG, Engineers and CIS assets were
also deployed. The professional and strong commitments of
KFOR have been very much appreciated by all the institutions
and our security partners, KP, EULEX, and OSCE as well as all
the people of Kosovo.
I was able to appreciate, first-hand, the professionalism,
impartial and vigilant posture of KFOR soldiers when I visited
the deployed troops on the election days. I have seen the hard
work, commitment and perseverance required to resolve issues
at the tactical level and required to face the complexities of the

security operation.
We must now continue to ensure that the security environment
enables progress towards normalisation and implementation
of the Belgrade-Pristina agreement. The tangible benefits
of the calm and stable environment are being realised and
the conduct of Kosovo wide elections, in which all parties
engaged, is the clearest sign yet of progress. KFOR’s role as the
third responder was key to success, not only because of our
presence but also because of our sound deployment and strong
reassuring capability. KFOR enabled and empowered the
first responder, the Kosovo Police, and the second responder,
EULEX, to operate effectively.
As the Commander of KFOR, I would like to express my
appreciation to all KFOR personnel for their outstanding
contribution towards the successful conduct of the Kosovo
local municipal elections. In order to meet the challenges that
lay ahead I am sure that I will need to rely on your expertise,
professionalism and cooperation. I look forward to your
continued outstanding effort in close coordination with the
other internal organizations and institutions in order to achieve
“MORE TOGETHER’’.
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MAJOR-GENERAL
Salvatore FARINA
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KFOR CSM ADDRESS

KFOR’s Command Sergeant Major
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Francesco CASCELLA

D

uring my extensive career I
have been assigned to many
appointments but I regard my
current appointment as the most
challenging one to date.
I have the honour to serve as KFOR
Command Sergeant Major and I
want to thank Major General Farina
for giving me this great opportunity.
I have had the pleasure to interact
with so many of you, and thus far
KFOR soldiers and personnel have
demonstrated, without hesitation,
their cooperative spirit in tackling
all of their duties.
First, I would like to stress that I
consider it a privilege as well as a
pleasure to work together with 31
representative Nations from NATO
and non-NATO countries.
I deeply trust that our efforts
together will provide solutions to
the many problems we are facing
and I hope that the organizational
structures and arrangements we
have set up will be adequate for a
successful mission here at KFOR.
I am proud of my identity and
4

my membership of KFOR but I
am aware that my position should
always be carried out with rigor
and impartiality, respecting the
prerogatives of each nationality
and of each individual. I’ll be at
your service, counting on your
constructive
contributions
to
KFOR. I am happy to work with
you in the service of NATO, in a
particularly important moment
of economic, social and cultural
change in Kosovo.
I am deeply committed to
contributing my professional and
intellectual abilities, combined with
a moral sense of duty. I also rely on
your indispensable contributions,
so that collectively, we can
successfully complete our mission
here in Kosovo.
Our motto “More Together”,
personifies the frank, sincere, and
unreserved collaboration that will
allow us to accomplish our goals.
In doing so, we will consolidate and
enhance the role, credibility, and
image of KFOR.
The hard work and professionalism
KFOR CHRONICLE 11/2013

of each and every soldier in KFOR
continues to contribute toward
achieving the strategic objectives
of both KFOR and NATO. We truly
are one great family, completely
committed to our mission. This
is a family in which each of us,
irrespective of rank, in uniform or
as a civilian, has his or her own place
and plays a role in the effort for peace
and stability in Kosovo. This was
demonstrated most recently in the
talented and efficacious deployment
of troops during operations to
secure municipal elections where
the robust deployment was most
effective and successful. Each
individual soldier who deployed
had the potential to influence the
success of the operation. Due to your
professionalism, in implementing
the detailed planning of your
superiors, the overall operation was
a success and the strategic picture
for Kosovo continues to progress
and develop.
I wish all of you continued
professional and personal success.

BRIDGES REPAIR

REpAiRing dAMAgEd bRidgES
ExEMpLiFiES “MORE TOgETHER“

The purpose of this agreement is
to develop the cooperation between
NATO and the former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia in regard to
this project.
During this third phase of the
project the NATO Maintenance and
Supply Agency (NMSA) is providing
8 million Euro to restore and
strengthen 13 bridges from Veles
to Katlanovo. This will bring the
bearing capacity of the structures inline with NATO standards in order
to provide safe transportation links
on this portion of the important road
corridor known as the Pan-European
Corridor X.
A memorandum of understanding
on the reconstruction of roads and
bridges in the former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia was signed
on 14 June 2008 in Skopje by the
Minister of Transportation and
Communications, Xhemali Mehazi,
and Brigadier-General Dennis
Blease, Commander NATO HQ
Skopje.
The
memorandum
of
understanding is a legal framework
for the road reconstruction project.
NATO will allocate 35 million Euro
for the reconstruction of 60 bridges
in the former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia that were used by heavy
KFOR convoy’s during the Kosovo

Story: Commandant Charlie Dineen
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On 6th November COM KFOR, Major-General Salvatore Farina, as the NATO representative,
took part in the official opening ceremony of the third phase of the Regional and Local Roads and
Bridges Support Project.

crisis.
The official opening ceremony of
the third phase of the project is one of
the key objectives of NATO to bring
people together to live in peace, with
a common respect both for shared
values and for diversity.
When completed the project will
greatly enhance health and safety
through the reduction in the number
of accidents and it will also decrease
the amount of air pollution on the
upgraded road sections. Increased
employment and economic growth
will directly impact the living
standards in the region.
Major-General Salvatore Farina
said: “This road repair project is a
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great example of the KFOR motto,
“More Together”, and individual
organisations would not be able to
complete such a monumental task.
We will be able to accomplish this
road construction within the year
and prove that we can do ‘More
Together’, than on our own.”
COM KFOR also underlined that
KFOR and the former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia have worked
hard to bring this project to fruition.
He stated that both have done so in an
excellent manner and will continue
this worthy and fruitful union for
as long as NATO needs to continue
their operations in the Balkan Area.
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ELECTIONS

LOCAL ELECTiOnS SEnd
gOOd vibRATiOnS

PICTURE: KFOR CCT (2)

Due to recent earthquakes, one reported at 4.4 on the Richter scale on the 18th of November, the
people of Mitrovica have been getting used to vibrations. However, the success of recent municipal
elections has sent good vibrations throughout the Balkan region.

COM KFOR is briefed by Commanders on the ground.

The Municipal Elections in Kosovo
are an important requirement
for the implementation of the
agreements between Pristina and
Belgrade. The successful security
operation mounted by KFOR
in conjunction with the Kosovo
Police (KP) and EULEX, preserved
the electoral process and enabled
democracy to function throughout
Kosovo.
The
detailed
planning
and
preparation at KFOR HQ, and
the successful implementation of
6

KFOR CHRONICLE 11/2013

PICTURE: KFOR CCT

ELECTIONS

PICTURE: KTM

COM KFOR’s intent, saw robust
and impartial security operations
on 03 November, in all thirty-seven
municipalities, on 17 November,
during the rerun election in
three municipalities in Northern
Mitrovicia and finally on 01
December, throughout Kosovo for
the run-off elections in twenty-seven
municipalities.
The hard work and perseverance
of each and every soldier in KFOR
contributed to achieving the
objectives of COM KFOR. The
security operation during the first
round of elections saw KFOR react
immediately to prevent an escalation
of disruptive activities. Then, during
the rerun of elections in Mitrociva on
17 November, KFOR deployed again
in a robust manner to ensure security
and thereby enabled the democratic
electoral process to shape the future
of the country. Each KFOR soldier
KFOR CHRONICLE 11/2013
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ELECTIONS

the situation and later in the evening,
allowed for the safe transportation
of the election ballot material to the
counting centre.
The disruption in the polling centres
in Mitrovica North necessitated

PICTURE: KFOR CCT (2)

had the potential to influence the
success of the operation and due
to their professionalism the overall
operation was a success.
On 03 November KFOR was ready
to deploy all over Kosovo, with the
main effort to the North, having
realigned its force posture on the
ground in order to have a strong
presence north of the Ibar River.
Due to disruption, which occurred
without violence to the election
operators in a polling centre in
North Mitrovica, KFOR deployed
within 15 minutes of a EULEX
request with a Quick Reaction Force
from the Carabinieri Multinational
Specialised Unit (MSU). Within
1 hour, reserve units from the
KFOR Tactical Reserve Manoeuvre
Battalion (KTM) were also deployed
to areas of concern in MITROVICA
and reinforced other KFOR units
already in the area. KFOR’s speedy
reaction prevented an escalation of

8
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the rerun of the election in three
polling centres. This was held on
17 November when KFOR’s robust
deployment in support of the first
and second responders, Kosovo
Police (KP) and EULEX respectively,

PICTURE: KFOR CCT (2)

ELECTIONS

enabled voters to go to the polls
in a safe and secure environment.
Dedicated Quick Reaction Forces
were positioned and available to give
support in response to any incidents
arising. KFOR’s deterrent presence
proved an effective contribution to
the overall effort thereby ensuring
the re-voting in the three polling

Story: Commandant Charlie Dineen

centres passed peacefully.
On 01 December KFOR, EULEX
and the KP again deployed their
forces to provide security for the
run-off elections in 24 municipalities
in the South along with the Northern
municipalities and the assembly
election in Zvecan.
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The KFOR approach once more
focused on the North, where 12 of
the 15 KFOR manoeuvre companies
deployed. The 01 December election
passed without incident and KFOR
provided security for the safe
transportation of ballot papers, after
the count, to the OSCE-CEC hub in
the South.
Overall the security operation was a
great success for KFOR, EULEX and
the KP and also for the people and
institutions in Kosovo. The success
of the security operations ensured
that the only tremors that were felt
this month in Kosovo were as a result
of natural earthquakes. One of these
earthquakes occurred approximately
8 Km North-East of Mitrovica. The
conduct of successful elections is an
essential element of the agreements
reached between Belgrade and
Pristina and it has sent good
vibrations and the right message to
the international community.
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SACEUR vISITS KOSOvO

SACEUR viSiTS KOSOvO
The Supreme Allied Commander for Europe (SACEUR), U.S. Army General Philip Breedlove,
arrived in Kosovo on 27 November for a two day visit. He met with KFOR Commander MajorGeneral Salvatore Farina, the President of Kosovo, Atifete Jahjaga, the Deputy Prime Minister
and Mr. Agim Ceku Minister for the Kosovo Security Force (KSF). This marks the second visit of
General Breedlove to the NATO Kosovo Force since he assumed command on 13 May this year.
He is one of two strategic commanders from NATO and he is responsible for the overall direction
and conduct of military operations for NATO, including KFOR.

General
Breedlove
and
COMKFOR
underlined
the
importance of KFOR’s role as
the 3rd security responder in
supporting the Kosovo Police and
EULEX to guarantee both Freedom
of Movement and a Safe and Secure
Environment in Kosovo.

on November 28.
Amidst the decorations, pumpkins,
turkeys and ice sculptures, that were
diligently prepared by the dining

facility staff, the distinguished guests
and other senior leaders spent
time on the serving line to dish
up Thanksgiving dinner to KFOR
soldiers as well as to the local national

General Breedlove, COMKFOR
and the KFOR Command Sergeant
Major, Francesco Cascella, joined the
U.S. Ambassador to Kosovo Tracey
Jacobson at Camp Bondsteel dining
facility to help U.S. soldiers celebrate
the American Thanksgiving holiday
10
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SACEUR
commended
the
outstanding cooperation between
KFOR, EULEX and KP especially
during the security operations
conducted for the repeat elections
on 17 November in the north of
Kosovo.

General Breedlove and US Ambassador to Kosovo Tracey Jacobson at CBS.
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SACEUR vISITS KOSOvO

employees and their families.
After serving the food, General
Breedlove and Major-General
Farina sat down with the troops to
eat and talk about their hometowns
and families. General Breedlove said
it can be hard for soldiers to be away
from their loved ones during the
holidays and that it was important for

said General Breedlove. “Safe and
secure environment and freedom
of movement so that the forces of
Kosovo can work together to make
this a safe place to be.”
Ambassador
Jacobson
said
this Thanksgiving holiday was
particularly special because they
were able to celebrate it with their
multinational partners.

holiday traditions with people from
other countries.”
General Breedlove said sharing
these traditions is what has helped
make KFOR such a strong unit.
Before departing Kosovo General
Breedlove held a press conference
in Slatina military airport where he
expressed his appreciation to MajorGeneral Farina, the KFOR HQ staff,

General Breedlove meets with President Jahjaga.

him to be able to visit the troops and
thank them during these potentially
difficult times.
“Quite frankly I’ve tried to do this
for many years as a commander, to
get out and see the troops when they
are making a sacrifice on a holiday
like this,” said General Breedlove.
“We’ve got some incredible Soldiers,
Sailors, Airmen, and Marines here
serving from all manner of countries
as a part of this NATO effort, and it’s
important to get out and show them
we care.”

“It’s interesting because it’s not just
U.S. troops,” said Jacobson. “This is
a multinational base so it’s a chance
for us as Americans to share our

the KFOR command team and
especially to the KFOR soldiers.

Story: Commandant Charlie Dineen
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General Breedlove thanked the
troops for their service and let them
know the importance of their work.
“KFOR is providing an important
mission for this area [Kosovo],”
KFOR CHRONICLE 11/2013
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NLAT

MCAd ACCOMpLiSHMEnTS pAvE
THE wAy FOR nLAT

task and involved all activities related
to standing up a new organization.
It ranged from recruiting, selection,
and screening of personnel to
investment and infrastructure
development via a NATO Trust
Fund.

PICTURE: KFOR CCT

MCAD was established in early
2008 with a mission to standup and train the KSF. This was
a unique endeavour for NATO,
conducted over five years through
the contribution of some 1200
personnel, on a voluntary national
contribution basis.
Many military and civilian
dignitaries attended the event,
including a representative of the
Deputy Prime Minister of Kosovo,
the KSF Commander General
Kastrati, and the KSF Land Force
Commander General Rama.
The North Atlantic Council
officially endorsed the KSF as having
achieved Full Operational Capability
(FOC) as of July 9th, 2013. In doing
so, this effectively marked the end
of the MCAD mission with KFOR
having achieved its end state.
MCAD was focused on two main
efforts. First, the standing down
of the previous Kosovo Protection
Corps (KPC). Second, the standing
up of the KSF. This was a complex

PICTURE: Afrim Hajrullahu

On 09 October, COM KFOR Major-General Salvatore Farina, was invited to a ceremony that was
held at the HQ of the Kosovo Security Forces (KSF) Land Force Command to mark the closure of
the Military Civilian Advisory Division (MCAD).
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MCAD had been more focused
on offering training at individual
and unit level but now the focus
has shifted towards building higher
level institutional capabilities within
the KSF. To this end, on the 4th of
July 2013, COM KFOR established

PICTURE: KFOR CCT (2)

NLAT

the NATO Liaison and Advisory
Team (NLAT) as the replacement to
MCAD.
Now that the KSF has reached
FOC within its core capabilities
of fire-fighting, EOD, hazardous
materials, and search and rescue,
NLAT will now focus on the
continued professional development
of the KSF. The role of NLAT is to
continue NATO’s engagement with
regards to the Kosovo Security Force

via a capacity building and training
mission. General Wagner, the
commander of NLAT and General
Kastrati, spoke about the history of
MCAD and outlined its crucial role
in recruiting, selecting and training
the members of the KSF.
The NLAT organization consists
of 21 military advisors, 5 civilian
advisors and nine 9 local support
staff. MCAD had a total of 92
personnel and so the change in focus
KFOR CHRONICLE 11/2013

has enabled a significant reduction in
the number of personnel dedicated to
the task which reflects the progress
made by the KSF. The organisation
structure includes a Command
Branch and two Assistance/Advisory
Branches (Teams). One team
provides Subject Matter Experts in
institutional development programs
such as logistics, human resources
management, and CIS. The second
team provides military advice at KSF
Brigade level and above. Through
NLAT, NATO will continue to
support the further development
of the KSF as a professional and
effective security force.
During the ceremony the KSF
Commander, General Kastrati,
outlined his appreciation for KFOR’s
commitment to the development of
the KSF to become a professional,
competent and independent force.
The ceremony was closed by the
awarding of letters of appreciation to
former MCAD members by MajorGeneral Farina and General Kastrati.
Kyle KING
ICC-6
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SHOOTING DAY

inTERnATiOnAL SHOOTing dAy
AT ORAHOvAC RiFLE RAngE

PICTURE: Gianantonio Careddu(3)

German Soldiers control range safety at Orahovac range.

On the 14th of November the
Command Sergeant Major Francesco Cascella organised an international shooting event. Over 130
participated in the event from thirteen different nationalities (CHE,
FRA, ITA, USA, MOR, GRE, POR,
SVN, DEU, IRL, HUN, AUT and
ROM). The event took place on
the German Rifle Range, in Orahavac South West Kosovo, about
an hour’s drive from Pristina.
Despite the uncomfortable weather,
it remained dry and while it was
a bit windy and cold, conditions
were good for shooting. Overall it
was a very enjoyable multinational
environment with expertise and
knowledge of marksmanship being
exchanged between the nationalities.
Due the number of personnel
14

taking part, the group was split
into two groups. Both groups had
the opportunity to fire a pistol and
the machine gun. Transportation
was provided by the Swiss (CHE)
contingent with the first group
departing Camp Film City early
in the morning. The first group
was led by KFOR CSM Francesco
Cascella. The second bus, with the
more leisurely participants, departed
Camp Film City just before noon and
was led by Sergeant Major Svecak
from the Slovakian contingent. As
the second bus arrived the BBQ was
ready and everyone enjoyed a warm
and tasty lunch in the picturesque
surroundings.
An awards ceremony was held in
the German Ark the following night
where all participants were awarded a
KFOR CHRONICLE 11/2013

bronze, silver or gold certificate
depending on the score received.
The German Contingent deserves a
special thanks for the outstanding
efficiency with which they conducted
the event. In particular LTC Marco
Freymann, chief German NSE who
was responsible for range safety and
Sergeant Major Axel Peil who was
the German Senior NCO in charge
of the range details.
All participating contingents
are to be congratulated for their
remarkable cooperation and the
day was a demonstration of the
positive spirit and cooperation that
is achieving, “More Together”.
Francesco CASCELLA
(OR-9), ITA Army

CHARITY DONATION

OpERATiOn CHRiSTMAS in KOSOvO
The holidays are quickly approaching!! We are looking for KFOR personnel to help out with
“OPERATION Christmas in Kosovo”.

PICTURE: Afrim Hajrullahu (2)

The intent of this event is to provide
a gift and a smile to the kids of SOS
International. SOS International
is a charity that supports Kosovar
families and children through
family-based care, kindergartens
and social centres in Pristina.
If you would like to participate

Staff Sergeant Katie Carrier places gift Angels on the DFAC Christmas Tree

Angels to be taken by KFOR personnel

please stop by the Camp Film City
Dining Facility during business
hours and grab an “Angel” from the
tree, purchase an outfit and toy not
to exceed 25€. Then place your gift
in a bag with the “Angel” unwrapped
and drop it off at one of our three
locations, Heildberg (HSG) building,
HQ KFOR main entrance, or the
Camp Film City Dining Facility.
SOS Children’s Villages Kosovo
has been active since 1999 offering
shelter, quality care and education.
The mission of this organization is
to build families for children in need,
help shape their future and share in
the development of their community.
This organization has five different

initiatives under one umbrella:
•
SOS Family provides children
without parental care within families
already integrated in the community.
The program keeps siblings together.
Children stay with the SOS family
until they are 14 years old and then
are moved to the SOS youth center.
•
The SOS youth center is a
home and family based care center
for young adult’s ages 14-19 years old.
The youngsters receive quality care
and an education while supporting
them emotionally. Life skills and
professions are taught in the effort for
an independent life in the future.
•
The Family Strengthening
Program is a complementary
program of the SOS Children’s Village,
through this program abandonment
of children is prevented and families
are supported so they stay together.
Families are supported until they are
able to care for their own children.
•
Public Kindergarten “SOSKFOR CHRONICLE 11/2013

Kopshti i Ri” offers a free preschool
education to children ages 3-6 years
of SOS Children’s Village and to
families living with social assistance.
•
“Dielli”, which is a center for
short and middle term placement for
children in need, offers home and
care to abandoned babies from ages
0 - 3 years old. Since 1999, care has
been provided for more than 500
babies.
Everyone’s help is needed and
greatly appreciated to make this event
a success. It’s very easy to participate.
Stop by the Camp Film City Dining
Facility, grab an “Angel” from the
tree today! Also, if you would like to
help out further, please contact OR-7
STEWART, Shana at 049-750-256 or
via email at stewarts@hq.kfor.nato.
int.
Shana Stewart OR-7
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NATIONAL DAY

AUSTRiAn nATiOnAL dAy

PICTURE: KFOR CCT (2)

On the 26th of October the Austrian Contingent hosted their National Day in Camp Film City,
Pristina. The celebration marked the anniversary of the Austrian parliament’s ratification of the
Federal Constitutional Law on permanent neutrality which occurred on the 26th of October in
1955. This day saw the freedom of Austria after a ten year period of occupation.

After the end of the War, Austria
was occupied by the four Allied
powers (Soviet Union, United
States, Great Britain and France)
and accordingly divided into
four zones. With their consent
an Austrian government was
elected democratically, but every
legislative regulation or political
action required the consent of the
Allied powers.
The ratification of the constitutional
law of permanent neutrality was
a prerequisite for the departure of
occupation troops; therefore de
facto the first day Austria was again
an independent and sovereign
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country. As the status of permanent
neutrality was the condition upon
which the Soviet Union agreed to
the signing of the State Treaty, the
Austrian Parliament also chose this
very special day to pass the law on
permanent neutrality and to mark
the fact that it was taking a unilateral
and independent decision.
Just five years later, in 1960,
Austria sent a contingent to the UN
mission in Congo and from that
time Austrian soldiers have served
in the cause of peace all over the
world.
The 29th contingent continues the
unbroken Austrian contribution to
KFOR since the first deployment
in 1999. With approximately 400
soldiers the Austrian contingent is
the largest non-NATO contributing
nation in KFOR and the missions
fifth largest overall. Austria is
providing KFOR with a range of
capabilities including Recce, Field
Humint
Teams,
international
Logistics assets, Infantry Assets,
KFOR CHRONICLE 11/2013

Staff Officers, EOD elements and
Military Police.
The ceremony conducted in Film
City commenced at 1500hrs with a
demonstration of the wide variety
of capabilities and expertise that
the Austrian Armed Forces are
contributing to KFOR. A parade was
conducted at 2000hrs with COM
KFOR, Major-General Salvatore
Farina, and the Austrian National
Contingent Commander, LTC (GS)
Markus Kohlweg, presiding.
LTC Kohlweg stated in his speech
that, ‘the Austrian soldiers can rely
on a long tradition as peacekeepers
and of promoting the important
principles of peace support
operations in accordance with the
NATO STANAG of Impartiality
and Mutual Respect’.
LTC Kohlweg went on to state
that the Austrian soldiers are proud
to contribute to a mission that has a
strong understanding of the mutual
respect that exists between all the
nations with no distinction being
made between NATO and nonNATO nations, in accordance with
the KFOR moto, “More Together”.
Many distinguished guests were in
attendance, including the Austrian
Ambassador, His Excellency, Dr.
Johann Brieger. More informal
celebrations were conducted in the
multifunctional tent immediately
after the parade with the Austrian
Band, Poellauberger, entertaining
the impressive number of honoured
guests. High standards of social
and cultural values were evident
throughout the evening and a most
enjoyable evening was had by all
participants.
Thomas Zoller OR-6

FILM CITY

REMEMbRAnCE SUndAy

PICTURE: KFOR CCT (2)

On Sunday 10 November 2013, Her Majesty’s Ambassador Pristina, Mr Ian Cliff, led the annual
British Remembrance Sunday commemoration in Kosovo at a short service held in HQ KFOR,
Film City. The ceremony was held at dusk in front of the memorial stone which bears the names
of 14 British and Commonwealth soldiers who lost their lives whilst serving in
Kosovo since 1999.

The service was led by Heather Henshaw, a member of the
Anglican Church community
in Skopje. Appropriately, Lieutenant Commander Andrew
Goggin, a Canadian officer attached to HQ KFOR, recited
the moving poem, ‘In Flanders
Fields’, written in 1918 by Canadian military physician John
McCrae. During the laying of
the wreaths, retired Canadian
infantry officer and bagpiper
Johathan Ferraby played the
moving Scottish lament ‘Flowers of the Forest’. Resplendent
in his full Canadian Scottish
regalia, this added to the poignancy of the event, supported
by the playing of the Last Post
and Reveille by a trumpeter
from the Band of the Kosovo
Security Force.
Ambassador Cliff laid a wreath
on behalf of the British people
supported by the Defence At-

tache, Lieutenant Colonel Richard Parry whose wreath was
on behalf of the British Armed
Forces. Other wreaths were laid
by Commander KFOR, Major
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General Salvatore Farina and the
Canadian and Irish KFOR contingent commanders Lt Col Jean
Mallais and Col Bill Harrington
respectively. The many KFOR
soldiers present were able to remember their colleagues serving
on another NATO operation in
Afghanistan where many soldiers and officers have lost their
lives in the recent conflict. Commander Kosovo Security Force,
Lieutenant General Kadri Kastrati, laid a wreath on behalf of
Kosovo. The US Ambassador in
Pristina, Ms Tracey Jacobson,
laid a wreath on behalf of the
United States of America.
Will Smallwood
Lt Col (GBR)
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MNBG EAST

Mnbg-E SOLdiERS RUn THE
ATHEnS CLASSiC MARATHOn
ATHENS, Greece – Warm temperatures, seamlessly never-ending hills and the requisite 26.2
miles (42.195 kms) of pavement were only a few of the challenges Multinational Battle Group-East
soldiers faced as they attempted to complete the historic Athens Classic Marathon on Nov 10th.
Despite the challenges, 44 soldiers from MNBG-E completed the demanding race
on what is considered to be the original marathon course.

Forty-four Multinational Battle Group-East soldiers ran the Athens Classic Marathon Nov. 10. The soldiers completed the
historic race that followed the original marathon course starting in Marathon and finishing in the Panathinaikon Stadium in
Athens. (Photo courtesy of U.S. Army Lt. Col. Eric Petersen)

According to legend, in 490 B.C. a
Greek soldier ran from the coastal
town of Marathon to Athens to
announce with his final breath the
Greek victory over the Persians
in the Battle of Marathon. To
commemorate the messenger’s
sacrifice, the marathon race was
introduced during the revival of
the Olympic Games in 1896 with
runners starting in Marathon and
finishing in the Panathinaikon
Stadium in Athens. It is this history
that motivated U.S. Army Lt.
Col. Eric Petersen, the MNBG-E
Command Judge Advocate and Utah
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National Guardsman, to organize
for MNBG-E soldiers to participate
in the historical race.
“I’ve ran in several marathons in
the United States and what a great
opportunity to happen to be in
this part of the world and have the
opportunity to do the run on what
started the whole marathon tradition
to begin with,” said Petersen, a Salt
Lake City native. It’s just great for all of
us who ran in Athens.”
Although Petersen, who has been
on the All-Guard Marathon team for
the last 10 years, completed his 50th
KFOR CHRONICLE 11/2013

marathon in Athens, the race was
the first marathon for many of the
MNBG-E soldiers.
“I thought it was a great event for
the team that went down there,”
said Petersen, “This was my first
international marathon and over half
of those who ran from MNBG-E were
first time marathon runners, so there
were firsts for many of us, which made
it all the better. One such marathon
rookie was U.S. Army Spc. Aaron
Gentapanan Angulo, a medic with
Task Force Med, who said the history
behind the Athens course is what
drove him to run his first marathon.

“The course, knowing it was the
original Athens Marathon, that’s what
really motivated me to run this race,”
said Angulo, a native of San Antonio.
For U.S. Army Staff Sgt. Tigh
Freestone, a Colorado Springs,

“I was definitely nervous,” said
Angulo. “I was asking myself, did I
hydrate properly? Did I eat healthy the
night before? The week before? Stuff
like that, so I was definitely nervous,
but I was motivated from all the
spectators out there. They definitely
motivated us.” Petersen was equally
impressed with the crowd support
compared to some of the other races
he has competed in.
“There are a lot of big races where
you don’t get as good fan support,”
said Petersen. “Here [Athens],
through most of the villages we ran
through the streets were well lined,
kids were giving high fives and adults Capt Randy Ready

Colo. native who finished his fourth
marathon, the opportunity to run the
original course was too good of a deal
to pass up.
“It’s one on my bucket list,” said
Freestone. “I can always look back
and say I was able to run the original
marathon.”
Though the soldiers had spent the
past three months preparing, not
everyone knew what to expect the
morning of the race.

were giving out olive branches. “The
crowds and knowing he was about to
complete a historic race kept Angulo
going throughout the toughest parts
of the course. Knowing that you’re
going to get the medal at the end,
knowing that you are finishing the
original marathon course, I think
motivated us,” Angulo said.
Despite the numerous challenges
and the months of tireless preparation,
Angulo said he thoroughly enjoyed
KFOR CHRONICLE 11/2013

PICTURE: Eric Petersen

MNBG EAST

his experience at the Athens Classic
Marathon and is already looking
forward to running his next race.
“I definitely want to do another one
[marathon],” said Angulo. “If it is
anything like the Athens Marathon
I definitely want to participate in
another one.”
Capt Randy Ready
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CzECH REpUbLiC nATiOnAL dAy
On the 28th of October member of the Czech Armed Forces
serving in KFOR honoured the memory of two Czech soldiers
who tragically lost their lives in a road traffic accident near their
former base at Šajkovac. The dignified ceremony was held on the
occasion of the Czech Republic National Day.
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NATO Nations within KFOR
Albania, Bulgaria, Canada, Croatia, Czech Republic, Denmark,
Estonia, France, Germany, Greece,
Hungary, Italy, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovenia,
Turkey, United Kingdom, United
States.
Non-NATO Nations within
KFOR
Armenia, Austria, Finland, Ireland,
Morocco, Sweden, Switzerland,
Ukraine.
The KFOR Chronicle is produced
and fully funded by HQ KFOR. It is
published for KFOR soldiers in the
area of responsibility. The contents
are not necessarily the official views
of, or endorsed by, the coalition
governments’ defence departments.
Editorial content is edited, prepared
and provided by the Internal Information Section of HQ KFOR’s Public Affairs Office (PAO) in Pristina,
Kosovo. PAO HQ KFOR reserves
the right to edit content to conform
to style and space requirements.
Articles run on a space-available
basis.

20

Municipal representatives pay their respect at the monument.

The base at Šajkovac was the
home of the Czech contingent from
1999 to 2011 and in 2002 saw the
creation of the 1st Czech-Slovac
battalion. It was during this time,
the 14th of September 2002, that
the tragic accident occurred. The
OT-64, armoured personnel carrier,
crashed resulting in the loss of the
two soldiers, OR-5 Ludek Severa
and OR-4 Vlastislav Hendrich, at the
young age of 25 and 26 respectively.
Three others were injured in the
accident.
In the presence of the members of
the Czech Armed Forces the Czech

Ambassador to Kosovo, H.E. Jiri
Dolezal, and representatives of local
government from Podujevo placed
wreaths at the memorial plaque
dedicated to the soldiers. A minutes
silence was observed following the
laying of wreaths.
The tragic event and this poignant
ceremony serves as a reminder to all
KFOR soldiers of the dangers that
the road conditions in Kosovo can
present, especially during winter
time.
Jan MATULA,
OF-3 Czech SNR

PICTURE: Afrim Hajrullahu (2)
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PROFILES

MILITARY EDUCATION: My military career started when I joined
the military high school at the age of 14. After that, it continued with the
Turkish Army Academy where I graduated as a 2nd lieutenant in 2003.
Since then, I have been assigned to various posts like Engineering Platoon Leader and Combat Engineering Company Commander. I have also
attended courses including the Commando Course, Advanced Combat
Engineering Course and Paratroopers Course.

Name:
Rank:
Nationality:
KFOR Unit:

ABOUT THE MISSION: This is my second mission abroad. My first one
was in Lebanon (UNIFIL) where I had the opportunity to experience the
multinational environment and to improve my engineering experience.
In this mission I am working as the Road and Bridges Officer in JENGR
Branch. We have really a good relationship and friendship in the branch. I
Kenan Fatih Nefes enjoy working in a multinational environment as I like to experience and
OF-2 learn the cultures of other countries.

Turkish FAMILY REACTIONS: My family and my friends are always supportive
JENGR Branch and proud of me in all my life just like in this mission. As a family, the only

difficulty is that we miss each other, especially my 18 month old boy, Mete.
But, of course, the feeling of representing my country by doing my best
helps me deal with such difficulties.
HOBBIES: : I like to travel and see different countries and places. I enjoy
playing football, listening to music and spending time with my friends.

MILITARY EDUCATION: I joined the Hellenic Armed Forces
on March 1988. After I completed successfully the basic training,
I was received the specialty of Material Quartermaster. In 2009, I
graduated from the Basic Military Police School and was officially designated a Military Policeman, with specialty in interrogations. I have received
all the medals that I could have for my rank. Furthermore, I have been decorated by the French and U.S. Army for my cooperation during previous
deployments in Kosovo. I serve in the 951st Military Police Battalion in
Athens.
ABOUT THE MISSION: It is the 6th time I have served in KFOR (2000
till 2003, 2005, 2007, 2010, 2011 and 2013) and now I’m serving as part
of CFC guard unit. I am glad I take part in a multinational Peace Keeping
Name: Konstantinos Katsaounis Force, fact that is giving me the chance, for once more, to contribute to
KFOR’s effort for stability

Rank:

OR-7

Nationality:

Hellas FAMILY REACTION: I am married and I have two children (a daugh-

KFOR Unit:

CFC Guard Unit ter 23 years old and a son 18 years old). My wife is a great support, now
that she has taken over all the responsibilities, concerning our family back
home for the period of my deployment.

HOBBIES: : In my free time I read literature and I enjoy playing many
kinds of sports.
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MEDIUM

The three areas (row, column, block) are equally units
or groups.

VERY DIFFICULT

The task is to fill in the blanks of the puzzle so that in
each of nine rows, columns and blocks of each digit from
1 to 9 appears only once.

SLIGHTLY

Solutions OCTObER

DIFFICULT

Rules:
The standard consists of a grid Sudoku field with 3 × 3
blocks, which are each divided into 3 × 3 fields, a total of
81 fields in 9 rows and 9 columns. In some of these fields
at the beginning digits 1 to 9 are registered (“targets“).

PICTURE OF THE MONTH

piCTURE OF THE MOnTH

nOvEMbER 2013
Contribute to the
KFORChronicle!

nOv 2013
Rainbow day in Pristina.
Equipment used:
Nikon D60 - Nikon lens
18-55 mm
OF-4 (GRC A)
ANDREADIS Panagiotis
KFOR HQ J5 PLANS SO2

Just send your photos to kforchronicle@hq.kfor.nato.
int by the 25th of the month explaining where you took
the photo and what equipment you used. We will then
select one of the submitted images and publish it in
that edition of the Chronicle.
You will be immortalized in the KFOR Chronicle !
Is that not something to be proud of?
Sincerely
The Chronicle Team
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