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COM KFOR

COM KFOR’S CHRISTMAS ADDRESS
Christmas is almost upon us,
and we are nearing the end of
an extremely busy year. As
the New Year approaches,
it is appropriate to reflect
on the achievements of the
past twelve months. Your
tasks were undertaken with
unparalleled
confidence,
skill and determination, and
for that I am grateful. The
hard work, dedication, and
endeavours of KFOR soldiers
ensure that KOSOVO is a
safer place to live. Please take
the time to contemplate on all
that you have accomplished
and the difference you have
made as part of the KFOR
team.

the mission here in KOSOVO.
You have been entrusted with
the responsibility of providing
a safe and secure environment
and ensuring freedom of
movement for the people of
KOSOVO. You are setting the
example in dedication and in
putting the needs of others
ahead of your own. You make
KFOR a force for good. What
better gift to give at this time
of year?
We celebrate the holiday
season in different ways
depending on our faith,
ethnicity,
and
cultural
upbringing. I encourage you
to participate in the variety

those of you remaining here
for the Christmas period,
I encourage you to find
comfort and fellowship with
the members of your NATO
family, support each other and
enjoy the festivities. Remain
safe, vigilant, and participate
responsibly.

PICTURE: Afrim Hajrullahu (2)

I am certain 2015 will bring
new challenges, but for now I
wish you and your loved ones a
very happy Christmas and best
wishes for a safe and successful
New Year.

The demands of military
service are unique.
Long
periods of separation are an
unavoidable reality.
Many
of us will spend the holiday
season away from our loved
ones, and we should take pride
in our devotion to fulfilling

of holiday traditions here in
KFOR and to take the time to
explore and better understand
the celebrations of your
colleagues. Let us be an example
to those around us as leaders
in the values of inclusiveness,
peace and tolerance.
For
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Francesco Paolo
FIGLIUOLO
Major General
COM KFOR
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JRD N

JOINT REGIONAL DETACHMENT NORTH –
Change of Command Ceremony
On Monday, 01 December 2014, the outgoing Commander of the Joint Regional Detachment
North (COM JRD-N) Colonel (GS) Christian STEINER handed over his authority to the incoming COM JRD-N Colonel Hans Joerg FISCHER.
nal conduct of JRD-N. During the
address of COM KFOR, Major
General Francesco Paolo FIGLIUOLO highlighted once again the
importance of the work of JRD-N
in NORTHERN KOSOVO and
the decisive contribution of the
unit to the KFOR mission. After
having acknowledged the engagement and dedication of the former COM JRD-N, COM KFOR
concluded his speech while expressing his deep appreciation for
all soldiers, NCOs and officers of
JRD-N.

Following hours of intensive
preparations in Camp Maréchal de Lattre de Tassigny near
NOVO SELO, the transfer of
authority was performed in
a ceremony presided over by
COM KFOR, Major General
Francesco Paolo FIGLIUOLO.
Amongst numerous senior national representatives of Troop
Contributing Nations, the ceremony was also attended by
ambassadors, representatives
of international organizations
and a wide range of local civilian authorities. All the mayors
of the municipalities within the
AOR of JRD-N accepted the invitation to attend, irrespective
4

of their ethnicity - a highlight of
the ceremony.
The former COM JRD-N, Swiss
COL (GS) Christian STEINER
made a speech reflecting on the
past months of intensive work,
congratulating everyone who is
contributing to peace in NORTHERN KOSOVO, and expressing his sincere gratitude to his
superior and subordinates for
their exceptional performance.
Addressing his successor COL
Hans Joerg FISCHER, he wished
him all the best for the upcoming
twelve months as COM JRD-N
and reiterated his confidence in
the continuation of the professioKFOR CHRONICLE 12/2014

JRD-N is a KFOR non-kinetic
regional command and is responsible for NORTHERN KOSOVO. The multinational unit is
under the command of SWITZERLAND and is comprised of
military personnel from GREECE, SLOVENIA and SWITZERLAND. JRD-N ensures
continuous and comprehensive
Situational Awareness (SA) in its
AOR in order to fully support and
complement the common opera-

JRD N

tional picture of KFOR. In principle, JRD-N fulfills this mission
via providing real-time updates
about ongoing events, issues and
incidents, preparing thorough threat assessments and conducting
extensive operations. The Liaison
and Monitoring Teams (LMT),
which operate on a local level and
are usually responsible for one

municipality each, form the core
of JRD-N. The LMTs guarantee
KFOR’s direct link to the local
population, including all ethnicities, genders, ages and social classes. They engage key leaders and
provide a trustworthy and wellappreciated point of contact for
the local population. Due to their
achievements in improving situ-
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ational awareness, KFOR is able
to deploy and engage its kinetic
assets in an effective and efficient
way in order to fulfill its mission
in NORTHERN KOSOVO.
1 LT (OF-1) Fabian MARBACH
SO OPS JRD-N
SGT (OR-6) Tim BISHOP
2nd PIO
SWISSCOY 31
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MEDEVAC

KFOR MOUNTAIN RESCUE EXERCISE
CAMP BONDSTEEL, KOSOVO
In a moment’s notice, air crews assigned to air medical evacuation duty must be prepared to be
lowered hundreds of feet from a helicopter in order to rescue a person who may have become
injured in a dangerous or hard to reach location.
the primary medical evacuation
team for Multinational Battle
Group-East (MNBG-E) at Camp
Bondsteel, Kosovo.
“It is so important to conduct
this training monthly because it is
a perishable skill,” said U.S. Army
Staff Sgt. Doug Schletz, first sergeant of the MEDEVAC team for
MNBG-E. “This could be the last
chance someone has to live.”
Each training day began with a
thorough safety briefing to ensure all participants were prepared
to operate in the Rugova Gorge
Mountains of Kosovo near the city
of Prizren. German Army Master
Sgt. Peter Schoddert, German
Mountain Troop, and Swiss Army
Special Officer Sebastian Blaser, a
Kosovo Force liaison officer, then
placed six simulated victims in
compromising locations before
calling in the rescue crew.

Soldiers with F Company (MEDEVAC), 5th Battalion (General Support), 159th Aviation
Regiment of the U.S. Army Reserve and based out of Clearwater, Florida, rehearsed such
6

a scenario during the first week
of November 2014, in Kosovo. The crucial first phase of
the training, conducted in the
mountains of Kosovo, was necessary as the company serves as
KFOR CHRONICLE 12/2014

As the pilot, U.S. Army Chief
Warrant Officer 3 Nicholas
Lemoine flew to the first location
while his crew prepared for their
first hoist mission. “You only have
15 minutes to be up and out,” said
Lemoine. “I am focused on getting all of the information about
the patient that I can and getting
there as fast as I can.” Once at the
victim’s location, U.S. Army Sgt.
Nicholas Masterjohn, the crew’s
flight medic, attached himself to
the hoist and exited the aircraft.
The crew chief operator, U.S.
Army Staff Sgt. Michal Morawski, carefully lowered Masterjohn
to the victim who was stranded

MEDEVAC

on a narrow ledge with no room to
move.
“When I am conducting a hoist
mission, I am not thinking about
the moment, I am thinking about
the next step, like how I am going
to get the victim hooked up to the
hoist safely,” said Masterjohn.
Masterjohn secured the victim to
the hoist and both were lifted over
a hundred feet in the air. Once they
reached the aircraft, Morawski carefully maneuvered them to safety inside the helicopter. During
the first three days of training, six
crews successfully completed the
first portion of the course. Now,
they are ready to negotiate the second portion, which will focus on
rescuing victims trapped in even
more difficult locations to reach.
“I’m absolutely convinced that
training in difficult terrain and including multiple nations to do so
makes [our area of responsibility]
just a little bit safer for all Soldiers
who serve here,” Blaser said. “I’m
really proud to be a part of this,
and, as always, I’m really impressed
by the motivation and skill of my
international counterparts.”
Captain Judith Marlowe
OF-2 US Army
KFOR CHRONICLE 12/2014
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REMEMBERS GAME

KFOR PARTICIPATES IN FOOTBALL
REMEMBERS GAME- 12 DECEMBER 14
2014 marks the start of many national commemorations of the centenary of the start of the
First World War and football will be playing its part in these events, through the Football
Remembers project. The Football remembers project is a British initiative that will see a week of
commemorative football games between the 6th and the 14th December,
in the UK and across the world.

World War, when a football match
was played between German and
Allied troops and is historically

PICTURE: Afrim Hajrullahu (2)

These games are to represent the
Christmas Truce of 1914, one of the
most iconic moments of the First
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remembered for bringing the war
to a temporary halt.

REMEMBERS GAME

Teams were made up of officers and
soldiers from KFOR with seventeen
nations represented on the day. The
event which remembered the story
of soldiers from both sides putting
down their arms on Christmas Day,
sought to promote the idea of hope
over adversity in these challenging
times. The game was an interesting
and enjoyable event that was
attended by the British Ambassador
to Kosovo, Mr. Ian Cliff, the German
Ambassador to Kosovo, Ms A. Viets
and Brigadier General A. Waldner,
Deputy Commander KFOR. Other
diplomatic community members
attended the game including the
Czech Republic and Austrian
Ambassadors.
The match was
followed by a reception in the Arena
Brasserie.
December 2014, in Pristina Sports
Centre and skillfully managed the
event both on and off the pitch.

PICTURE: Afrim Hajrullahu (3)

Lt Col Dave Jones, MBE RE (GBR)
organized Kosovo’s own Football
Remembers game on Friday 12

Commandant Roisin Condron
OF-3 IRL A
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NEwS IN BRIEF
01 December 2014: KFOR Commander, Major General Francesco Paolo
Figliuolo, received the NATO Secretary General’s Special Representative
for Women, Peace and Security, H.E. Marriet Schuurman at NATO
KFOR Headquarters in Pristina/Prishtinë. KFOR Commander and
H.E. Schuurman discussed many topics related to the overall security
situation, the recent developments in the Balkans area and the great
importance of gender perspectives.

03 December: KFOR Commander, Major General Francesco Paolo
Figliuolo, had a meeting with the Portuguese Minister of Defence, Mr. José
Pedro Aguiar-Branco at Camp “Film City” NATO KFOR Headquarters
in Pristina/Prishtinë. General Figliuolo thanked Mr. Aguiar-Branco and
the Portuguese Chief of Defence Artur Neves Pina Monteiro, for the
optimal cooperation of the Portuguese service members and for their
professionalism and outstanding contribution to the mission in Kosovo.

04 December: KFOR Commander, Major General Francesco Paolo
Figliuolo, travelled to the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia
(FYROM) for a meeting with the Ministry of Defence, the Ministry
of Interior and the Chief of Defence. In his first meeting, KFOR
Commander discussed the overall security situation in the area with
the Chief of Defence, Lieutenant General Goranco Koteski. General
Figliuolo had the opportunity to underline the important contribution
made by FYROM service-members deployed in overseas missions, and
above all, the support provided to KFOR by FYROM as a Host Nation
for logistic purposes. General Figliuolo also met with the Minister of
Defence H.E. Zoran Jolevski, and the Minister of Interior H.E. Gordana
Jankuloska. Finally General Figliuolo had the opportunity to speak to
the Italian Ambassador to FYROM H.E. Ernesto Massimino Bellelli. These meetings are part of the agenda of
the High Level Talks conducted in line with the Military Technical Agreement (MTA), known as the Kumanovo
Treaty.
5 December: KFOR Commander, Major General Francesco Paolo
Figliuolo, met with the Ambassador of Croatia to Kosovo, H.E. Zoran
Vodopija, at the NATO KFOR Headquarters in Pristina/Prishtinë.
General Figliuolo and H.E. Vodopija discussed many topics related to
the overall security situation and recent developments in the area. The
meeting was an opportunity for General Figliuolo to elaborate on the
effectiveness of the Croatian contribution in ensuring a safe and secure
environment and the freedom of movement in Kosovo according to
UN resolution 1244.
10
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NEwS IN BRIEF
09 December: KFOR Commander, Major General Francesco
Paolo Figliuolo, received the Ambassador of Turkey to Kosovo,
H.E. Songul Ozan, at the NATO KFOR Headquarters in Pristina/
Prishtinë. This was the second meeting held in three months
between COM KFOR and the Turkish Ambassador. It was an
opportunity for General Figliuolo to highlight the close ties
between KFOR and the Turkish contingent. During the meeting
General Figliuolo highlighted the important role played by the
Joint Regional Detachment-South (JRD-S) under the command
of Turkish Colonel Omer Faruk Demireioglu. JRD-S operates in
the Southern part of Kosovo, with non-kinetic assets known as
Liaison and Monitoring Teams contribute to KFOR’s situational
awareness.
10 December: KFOR Commander, Major General Francesco
Paolo Figliuolo, had a meeting with H.E. Anick Van Calster, the
Ambassador of the Kingdom of Belgium in Sofia, at Camp “Film
City” NATO KFOR Headquarters in Pristina/Prishtinë. During the
meeting they spoke about the overall situation in Kosovo and the
efficient cooperation that exists between KFOR, the International
community and the local Institutions. The discussion was focused
on the importance of continued dialogue between Pristina and
Belgrade, which had ceased during the recent political impasse.
Continued improvement of this relationship will ensure further
stability in the Balkans region. Belgian Armed Forces have been
present in Kosovo since 1999, when the first Belgian troops were
deployed as part of the NATO mission. More than 15,000 Belgian
troops were deployed here before they were withdrawn in the early
part of 2010.

11 December: Major General Francesco Paolo Figliuolo,
attended a day of high level talks with the Chief of the General
Staff of the Serbian Armed Forces (SAF), General Ljubisa Dikovic,
in Niš in southern Serbia. The meeting was conducted amid an
atmosphere of great collaboration and understanding. Major
General Figliuolo discussed the security situation in Kosovo with
General Dikovic, referring especially to military undertakings
where cooperation between KFOR and SAF is pivotal. KFOR
Commander outlined the improvement in the security situation
in Kosovo and he underlined that these achievements have been
reached thanks also to the continuous endeavour and cooperation
between KFOR and the SAF. He also confirmed the constant and
impartial efforts of the NATO mission in order to maintain a Safe
and Secure Environment and Freedom of Movement, thus creating the necessary conditions to help and support
progress, democracy and modernization in Kosovo.

KFOR CHRONICLE 12/2014
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“KFOR Annual Photo
Do you have
really special
photographs?
Can you see things differently or
can you capture the atmosphere in
a single photo?
Do you really want to win a great
prize and have your photograph
published?
Then the MWA/Chronicle photo
competition is for you.
Send your photos to

kforchronicle@hq.kfor.
nato.int
by 25 January and hope that the
selection committee awards you one
of the three MWA sponsored prizes.
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„
o Competition 2014
Guidelines for
applicants:
Capture the atmosphere of a moment;
KFOR troops, Kosovo culture, landscape,
humanitarian activities or leisure
activities.
Submissions should include the digital
photograph, photographer’s name and a
short caption.
The winners will be published in the
February 2015 edition of the KFOR
Chronicle together with any other entry
meriting special mention.
Readers may submit up to five
photographs for inclusion in the
competition. The competition will be
judged by Chief PAO, a representative from
MWA, the Editor and the photographic
staﬀ of the KFOR Chronicle. The Judges
decision is final.
The winner, runner-up and third place
will receive a prize sponsored by MWA.

KFOR CHRONICLE 12/2014
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MNBG W

MULTINATIONAL BATTLE GROUP-wEST
CHANGE OF COMMAND CEREMONY
On 09 December, the ceremony to mark the Change of Command of the Multinational Battle
Group West (MNBG-W) took place between the “Lancieri di Montebello” Regiment and the
incoming 5th Alpini Regiment.

The headquarters of the
MNBG-W, “Villaggio Italia”, is
located in the area of Belo Polje,
in the foothills of the Bjeshket and
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Nemuna mountains (“the cursed
mountains”) that dominate the
city of Pec/Peja. The ceremony was
attended by KFOR Commander,
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General Francesco Paolo Figliuolo,
by the Italian Ambassador in
Kosovo, H.E. Andreas Ferrarese,
and others religious and political

MNBG W

local Authorities. The impressive
event was conducted in beautiful
sunshine against the magnificent
backdrop of the snow-capped
mountains.
During his speech, COM KFOR
expressed his congratulations for
the results achieved by the men and
women commanded by Colonel
Angelo Minelli, who have performed
their tasks in an outstanding way,
demonstrating
professionalism
accomplish all the assigned tasks.
With this integration between all
the MNBG-W forces, the Italian
company was released from the
limitations of static duties and was
able to protect Decane Monastery
and patrol its own area of
responsibility, allowing it to become
a more dynamic force.
The KFOR Commander also
addressed the 5th Alpini Regiment
soldiers that have returned to
Kosovo, under the command of
Colonel Carlo Cavalli, nine years
since they first participated in
Operation Joint Enterprise.
Commandant Roisin Condron
OF-3 IRL A

and competence. General Figliuolo
also said: “Soldiers of Multinational
Battle Group-West you have all
represented your countries with
great pride and honour. Col. Minelli
can be proud to have commanded
such a capable multinational force
that has helped and continues to
help shape the future of Kosovo”.
During its mandate, Multinational
Battle Group West started and
completed the “reshaping phase”,
which featured a rotation between
the Italian, Slovenian and Austrian
companies in order to successfully
KFOR CHRONICLE 12/2014
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PSYOPS

PSYOPS: ONE OF KFOR’S STRONGEST
wEAPONS.
THE STRONGEST wEAPON IS THE wRITTEN
AND SPOKEN wORD
The Definition of PSYOPS is described by the Collins English dictionary as being ‘psychological
operations carried out by the military, especially to influence the attitudes and perceptions of
individuals, organizations, or governments.’ Basically, all organisations use a form of PSYOPS to
promote their ideas, encourage a product or persuade the public to adopt a frame of mind in some
way or another. It is no accident that the shoulder badge worn by KFOR PSYOPS bears the Latin
phrases Verbum Vincet, “The Word Will Conquer”.
KFOR PSYOPS is a subordinate
Unit of KFOR JEC (KFOR Joint
Effects Centre), who in turn comes
under direct control of the KFOR
ACOS. A relatively small number
of staff engages with what we
describe as the ‘Target Audience’
(TA), the people of KOSOVO who
will have the greatest opportunity
to effect change, principally those
aged between 16 and 60 years.
“What is the battle rhythm of
PSYOPS?”
Captain Vincenco VERGORI
(ITA-A) answers: “Well, we achieve
this through questionnaires. Both
of our Tactical PSYOPS Teams
(TPTs) attempt to capture the
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feelings of the population via face
to face communication.” Usually a
TPT is composed of a Team Leader,
his assistant and an Interpreter. In
this way they find out how the TA
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thinks on a specific issue. “This
feedback is critical in deciding
which ‘Products’ PSYOPS creates”,
states Captain VERGORI.
What are “Products?”

PSYOPS

These are tangible communication
methods which can be read by, seen
by or heard by the people. Every
product carries a message designed
to challenge their thinking and
persuade them. The TA has to
consider matters of high importance
which will improve their lives, their
community relations and ultimately
result in KOSOVO being a better
place for all its residents. In short,
a successful product will make a
positive impact. Very effective
products are the ‘4U’Magazine, TV
clips broadcasted on KOSOVO TV
Stations, Radio articles broadcasted
by Radio KFOR as well as the other
radio stations in KOSOVO. “It is a
challenge to continually have new
and exciting ‘Products,’ not seen
before, which will catch the eyes
and ears of the public”, states Major
Gernot
SCHWARZENBERGER
(AUT-AF). To this end the PSYOPS
staff work tirelessly in the pursuit

of new ideas which would appeal
to the musical and reading tastes of
Kosovars.
“It’s by NO means a one-man
band”,
comments
PSYOPS
Chief Lieutenant Colonel Kai
BURGDORF (DEU-A), with a
smile. The small staff of eleven
military and twenty eight civilians
is hugely dedicated and the key
to its success is interoperability
and the common goal of creating
attractive and appealing material
to catch the attention of the public
irrespective of their ethnicity.
“Beside KOA and KOS contracted
staff, you will find soldiers from
the seven TCNs of AUSTRIA,
DENMARK,
GERMANY,
HUNGARY, IRELAND, ITALY,

and ROMANIA,” Major Per
MARQUERTSEN (DAN-A), the
Deputy Chief PSYOPS tells us. “In
the true spirit of a well-bonded
group, we like to call ourselves the
PSYOPS Family”.
The various departments within
PSYOPS are the HQ (Driving
Force) , Ops & Plans (those who
ensure our planning is co-ordinated
and focussed), Target Analysis (the
ones who evaluate the thinking
of the people) , Production (the
creators of the various TV Clips,
Radio spots), and Dissemination (
those who organise the print of the
4U Magazine and ensure copies are
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delivered to the schools).
OR-4 Mikael BUSK (DAN-A)
summarises: “Yes, we are very
different in background, language,
customs and looks, but the key
to our success is the ‘firm yet
fair’ mentoring of the Chief, the
consequent hard-working attitude
we all possess and of course the
ability in the midst of the deadline
pressures to ‘always see the funny
side of life and have a laugh!”
Company Sergeant Ray
Reynolds
OR-9 IRL-A
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CAMP FILM CITY

THE FESTIVE SPIRIT IS ALIVE AND wELL IN
CAMP FILM CITY
Amid the frost and snow in Camp Film City (CFC), the Christmas lights are glowing, evoking
an atmosphere of warmth and hospitality. Occupants have noticed the twinkle of lights, the rustle
of trees and the clinking of baubles as the festive season approaches. Soldiers have always found a
way to make their surroundings special and this year is no different, the Christmas Spirit is alive
and well in CFC.
The Advent Market: This year
KFOR soldiers from the German,
Austrian and Swiss Contingents
organized a festive Advent Market,
offering delicious seasonal treats.
The market is a street market
associated with the celebration
of Christmas during the four
weeks of Advent. These markets
originated in Germany, Austria
and France but are now held in
many other countries. Generally,
Advent is ushered in with the
opening of such markets selling
food, drinks and seasonal items
in open air stalls. Large crowds
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CAMP FILM CITY

browsed the stalls, sampled the fare
and soaked up the atmosphere all
the while raising valuable funds for
the Mother and Child Centre in
Pristina.
The Peaceful Nativity Scene: At
the end of last September, a group of
Italian soldiers named “Scuderia,”
decided to create something special
for the festive season under the
supervision of their “President”,
Major General Francesco Paolo
Figliuolo. From the depths of
their hearts they handmade an

exquisite nativity scene from
scratch, sacrificing their spare time
and sleep. Their goal was to make
something unique and distinctive
in order to wish everyone in KFOR
season’s greetings. The work is
extraordinary with exceptional
detail, including real birds and fish.
What a special treat for all those in
CFC.
The Christmas Lights: The
celebratory
atmosphere
was
enhanced by all the decorations
displayed
throughout
CFC.
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Remarkable efforts were made
to ensure that the camp was
aglow. COM KFOR turned on the
Christmas tree lights marking the
official start of the festive season. The
crowd was cheerful as they listened
to the address of COM KFOR and
the Chaplin. A reception of mulled
wine and mince pies followed and
was the perfect antidote to the bitter
wind and cold.
Commandant Roisin Condron
OF-3 IRL A
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WINTER DRIVING

Commander KFOR XIX
Major General Francesco P.
Figliuolo,
Italian Army

WINTER DRIVING IN KOSOVO
PlEASE DRIVE WITH CARE

Chief Public Affairs Office &
KFOR Spokesman
Colonel Enrico Mattina
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Chief Internal Information &
Editor KFOR Chronicle
Commandant Roisin Condron,
Irish Defence Forces
condronr@hq.kfor.nato.int
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Mr. Afrim Hajrullahu
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NATO Nations within KFOR
Albania, Bulgaria, Canada, Croatia, Czech Republic, Denmark,
Estonia, France, Germany, Greece,
Hungary, Italy, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovenia,
Turkey, United Kingdom, United
States.
Non-NATO Nations within
KFOR
Armenia, Austria, Finland, Ireland,
Moldova, Sweden, Switzerland,
Ukraine.

With a chill in the air and frost
on the ground, we are reminded that winter is here. This
means rain, snow and temperatures that are likely to fall
well below zero. Road conditions will dramatically change
and all drivers must adjust the
way they drive and maintain
KFOR vehicles during this period. Specialised winter training programmes have been
developed and are ongoing in
TRANSCOY in Film City. Before driving in hazardous winter conditions please:
Check your route and allow extra time

The KFOR Chronicle is produced
and fully funded by HQ KFOR. It is
published for KFOR soldiers in the
area of responsibility. The contents
are not necessarily the official views
of, or endorsed by, the coalition
governments’ defence departments.
Editorial content is edited, prepared
and provided by the Internal Information Section of HQ KFOR’s Public Affairs Office (PAO) in Pristina,
Kosovo. PAO HQ KFOR reserves
the right to edit content to conform
to style and space requirements.
Articles run on a space-available
basis.
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Slow down
Carry snow chains in
your car and know how to use
them
Complete a preventive
maintenance check before and
after you drive
For more information please
check KFOR SOP 4140 and
Instruction 5-12 on the portal
and feel free to call TRANSCOY at any time.
Drive safely this winter!
LT POST
OF-1 (NLD-A)

PROFILES

Name:

Stephen Bailie

Rank:

OR-9

Nationality:

Irish

KFOR Unit:

JLSG

Name:

Tobias Hänsli

Rank:

OR - 7

Nationality:
KFOR Unit:

Swiss

SWISSCOY
Contingent 31; National Support
Element (NSE) in Field Camp
PRIZREN (FCP)

Military education:
I joined the Irish Defence Forces in May 1994. Following my recruit training,
I was posted to the 2nd Infantry Battalion in Dublin. Over the years I have
completed my training courses, such as the 12.7 HMG course and Instructors
course, Potential NCO’s course, Standard NCO’s course, Senior NCO’s course,
the European Computers Drivers License Instructors Course. I am also a qualified emergency and cardiac first responder. I was posted to the Irish Air Corps
in April 2008, where I continue to serve today. This is my fourth overseas mission, having previously served in South Lebanon and Bosnia.
About the mission:
My appointment is PERS NCO & TASO (Terminal Area Security Officer)
JLSG. As an OR-9 Sergeant Major in JLSG, my main objective is, along with
security measures within the branch, to ensure that JLSG runs a smoothly as
possible as a unit by looking after the welfare of all my troops in JLSG, ranging
from operational commitments, leave and MWA activities etc, to making sure
all information is passed from higher HQ to all troops within JLSG.
Family reaction:
Married fourteen years with three children who I hope ALL miss me but are
very proud of my contribution to helping people less fortunate then ourselves to
have a better quality of life.
Hobbies:
I am a member of the Irish Defence Forces Orienteering Club and a member of
the Irish Mountain Runners Association. I love Soccer and still play at age forty
for Ballyfermot United in Dublin. I also love a GUINNESS from time to time!

Military education:
At 22, I started infantry recruit school in GOSSAU (Kanton ST. GALLEN). After
eight weeks of general training I switched to staff sergeant training for another
14 weeks in the rank of Private (OR-2) and later Sergeant (OR-6). I then did my
practical service as a Staff Sergeant for another five months in ANDERMATT
(Kanton URI), with the mountain specialists, before graduating as Staff Sergeant
(OR-7). Since graduating, I have been assigned to the Disaster Relief Battalion 4
and have completed five repetition courses (one month each) with a sapper company. Since 2011, I‘ve also worked as Staff Sergeant at the General Staff School in
KRIENS (Kanton LUCERNE).
About the mission:
I‘m the Company Sergeant Major (OR-7) at the National Support Element (NSE).
I‘m responsible for checking the personnel inventory in our area of operations and
all accommodation issues. I also organize a lot of military occasions of SWISSCOY 31, such as serving as part of the tri-national organization committee for the
Christmas celebration in FCP. As a Company Sergeant Major, I am a person of
trust for all Swiss personnel.
Family reaction:
Due to my ongoing military involvement, my family wasn‘t surprised that I enrolled for SWISSCOY. They are very open and supportive; I‘m really grateful for
that.
Hobbies:
I love skiing, downhill (mountain bike), trekking and anything that has to do with
mountains and nature.
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SUDOKU

slightly

medium

difficult

very difficult
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MEDIUM

The three areas (row, column, block) are equally units
or groups.

VERY DIFFICUlT

The task is to fill in the blanks of the puzzle so that in
each of nine rows, columns and blocks of each digit from
1 to 9 appears only once.

SlIGHTlY

Solutions November

DIFFICUlT

Rules:
The standard consists of a grid Sudoku field with 3 × 3
blocks, which are each divided into 3 × 3 fields, a total of
81 fields in 9 rows and 9 columns. In some of these fields
at the beginning digits 1 to 9 are registered (“targets“).

PICTURE OF THE MONTH

PICTURE OF THE MONTH

December 2014
Contribute to the
KFORChronicle!

Dec 2014
Camp Slim lines
Equipment used:
NIKON D3000
F/4, 1/1000, ISO 180
Rafael Viseu OR-6
Portuguese Army

Just send your photos to kforchronicle@hq.kfor.nato.int by
the 25th of the month explaining where you took the photo and what equipment you used. We will then select one
of the submitted images and publish it in the next edition
of the Chronicle.
You will be immortalised in the KFOR Chronicle !
Is that not something to be proud of?
Sincerely
The Chronicle Team
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