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COM KFOR

OPENING ADDRESS
COM KFOR
On the 3rd of September, I was accorded the great
honour of becoming Commander, KFOR 19. I do not
take this duty lightly and look forward with excitement
to working with the professional soldiers from the 31
nations that comprise the KFOR family.
KFOR has been a force for good in the region for
over 15 years, stabilizing the region in turbulent times and
assisting the Institutions in Kosovo as they develop and
grow to serve the peoples of Kosovo. The improvements
are tangible but there are still many steps to be taken.
The gains to date must be protected in order to keep the
momentum towards full stabilization and peace in the
region.
As Commander, KFOR, I am committed to fulfil
the mission of KFOR, to ensure SASE and FOM for the
people of Kosovo and to continue to foster the development
of the Kosovo Institutions so that one day KFOR will
not be needed in the region. I cannot accomplish this
mission on my own and require the support of the KFOR
team, from each of my Commanders and Staff planning
our actions to the soldiers on the ground executing them.
Every soldier and every action is crucial to our overall
success.
In the last twelve months, the situation in Kosovo has
shown noticeable progress, the recent successful conduct
of the National Assembly election is witness to the
level of acceptance of the Agreement between Belgrade
and Pristina and an important step forward towards
normalization. On the other hand, the inability to form
a stable and credible government following the election
could thwart the progress made so far. Thus, the situation,
despite being generally stable, maintains a certain degree
of unpredictability and fragility.
We will continue to meet the KFOR mission while
preparing for the future. We will do this by working with
our International partners to assist the Institutions in
Kosovo in building their capacity. This increased capacity
will allow us to continue to turn over responsibilities
to the Kosovo Institutions; allowing us to step by step
reshape KFOR posture for the future. This approach will
consolidate a secure, peaceful and stable environment for
the people of Kosovo.
Our main effort remains in the North. Nevertheless,
KFOR must provide a continuous, tireless, and impartial
service in support of all of the peoples of Kosovo, the IiK,
and the IC, Kosovo-wide. To this end, we will also continue
to act as a 3rd responder, supporting Kosovo Police (KP)
and EULEX. The KP has made great strides in improving

their numbers and capabilities and has become a true
partner to KFOR in ensuring SASE and FOM. However,
the EULEX mission in Kosovo has decreased in strength
and is now focused almost exclusively in the north.
Despite the many challenges facing us, the
progress in the region gives me hope for the future of both
Kosovo and KFOR. I know that with KFOR’s continued
assistance to Kosovo, we will assist Kosovo into the future.
And now, in closing, I wish to outline the KFOR 19 motto
of “Example, Endeavour and Entrust”, which underlies
my intent as COM KFOR. Through the actions of all the
troops of KFOR, we will foster relationships to accomplish
the KFOR missions of a “Safe and Secure Environment”,
and “Freedom of Movement”. We will do this as we
synchronize our efforts with local authorities to improve
the security of KOSOVO. You will be the “Example” of
KFOR to the peoples of Kosovo by your presence and
actions. You will be the “Endeavour” of KFOR by your
actions taken on behalf of the peoples of Kosovo. And
through being an “Example” and “Endeavouring” on
their behalf, we will close the circle with “Entrust”, as we
continue to build on the lines of communication built
with the local communities. I look forward to the next
year!
EXAMPLE, ENDEAVOUR & ENTRUST!
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MAJOR-GENERAL
Francesco P. FIGLIUOLO
COM KFOR
3

COM KFOR CoC

COM KFOR CHANGE OF COMMAND
CEREMONY
KFOR XVIII under Major General Farina formally ended its term on 03 September at the KFOR
HQ in Camp Film City, when command of KFOR was returned to Commander Allied Joint Force
Command Naples Admiral Ferguson III with the hand off of the KFOR XVIII flag, who then
transferred command to the KFOR XIX commander, Major General Francesco Paolo Figliuolo.
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obstacles, and opening of many
doors –physical, but also social and
psychological.

All Unit Commanders were
honoured by COM KFOR and
brought forward to receive his

PICTURE: Afrim Hajrullahu(2)

The ceremony was attended
by the President of Kosovo, the
former Prime Minister of Kosovo,
and many ministers, mayors
and local dignitaries as well as
representatives of neighbouring
countries and the international
institutions in Kosovo.
The transfer of command was
a formal military ceremony with
a military band provided by the
Italian Army and all Units of
KFOR represented on parade. In
his parting speech, Maj Gen Farina
thanked all the soldiers of KFOR
and also thanked the members of
government, local and international
representatives, and he spoke of how
KFOR XVIII witnessed the building
of many bridges, removal of many
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COM KFOR CoC

Ferguson formally welcomed Maj
General Figliuolo, wishing him well
on his appointment and mentioned
Major General Figliuolo’s previous
commands at regimental and
brigade levels and said that he
brings to KFOR a wealth of staff,
operational, and combat experience.
Admiral Ferguson III expressed his
complete confidence in the new
COM KFOR to continue to build
on KFOR’s legacy of achievement.
He stressed vigilance in an ever
changing security environment and

encouraged collaboration with local
and regional authorities to maintain
security.
The flag of KFOR XIX was passed
from Admiral Ferguson III to Maj
Gen Figliuolo, formally marking the
beginning of his command as COM
KFOR, under the new banner of
“Example, Endeavour, Entrust”.
Lt Cdr Hobbins
OF-3 IRL N
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personal thanks for the outstanding
achievement of the soldiers of KFOR.
Admiral Ferguson spoke of how
proud he was of the KFOR troops
saying they represent the heart and
soul of NATO’s mission in Kosovo
and embody the commitment of the
Alliance to Kosovo and the region.
Admiral Ferguson thanked KFOR
XVIII for its achievements and for
maintaining strong relations with all
parts of the community in Kosovo,
across the political, religious, ethnic
and military spectrum. Admiral
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NLAT

DIRECTOR OF NLAT TRANSFER
OF AUTHORITY
Brigadier General Peter Braunstein formally took command of the NATO Liaison and Advisory
Team (NLAT) in Film City on 29 August, taking over from Brigadier General Udo Schnittker.
The ceremony was the first
transfer of command since the
former MCAD became NLAT,
separating from the command
structure of KFOR, but remaining in Film City and continuing to liaise on a daily basis with
KFOR and operate jointly as required to fulfil its mission.

litary and civilian staff of NLAT
and also the 9 local civilians who
form the team. 15 nations are represented in NLAT and their diverse skills served NLAT well. He
also congratulated Lt Gen Kastrati for the high standards of KSF
personnel and praised their progress following NATO standards.
He went on to say that KSF would
participate on NATO courses for
the first time which shows the

PICTURE: Afrim Hajrullahu(2)

As testimony to the success of
NLAT, the music and part of the
parade formation were provided
by the Kosovo Security Force
(KSF), whose professionalism and
ability have grown under NLAT’s
guidance.
In attendance at the ceremony
were Ministers of Kosovo including the Minister Ceku of the
KSF, Ambassadors and representatives of the international institutions, the Commander of the KSF
Lt General Kastrati, and NATO
and KFOR were represented by
COM KFOR (Maj Gen Farina at
that time) and the D COM KFOR
BG Wessely, and COS KFOR HQ
BG Scholes.
BG Schnittker praised the 29 mi-

progress made by the KSF.
BG Schnittker outlined the operations carried out over his time
in command and thanked KFOR
for the continuing support to enable the KSF to operate in Kosovo
and provide security and support
services to benefit all people in
Kosovo.
BG Schnittker received the
NATO Balkans medal from COM
KFOR and also received a decoration from the KSF for meritorious
service in command of NLAT. In
his speech, COM KFOR praised
BG Schnittker and acknowledged
the tremendous work and success
of NLAT.
COM KFOR then welcomed
BG Braunstein as the new Director of NLAT, and assured him of
KFOR’s continued support to the
work of NLAT.
Lt Cdr Hobbins
OF-3 IRL N
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JRD S

JRD SOUTH CHANGE OF COMMAND
Colonel Omer Faruk Demircioglu replaced Colonel Zorlu Topaloglu as the Commander of Joint
Regional Detachment South (JRD S) in a change of command ceremony in Camp Sultan Murat,
Prizren on 08 September. The event was attended by several representatives of International
organizations, as well as local civilian and religious authorities, representing the different ethnic
groups of Kosovo.

The JRD-S multinational unit is
led by a Turkish Commander and
is made up of military personnel
from Austria, Poland, Switzerland
and United States.
JRD-S operates in the Southern
part of Kosovo, with non-kinetic
assets named Liaison and Monitoring Teams (LMTs). Their main
task is contributing to KFOR “Situational awareness”, through a
liaison activity with the local institutions, International organizations and local population.
The intense activity of Key Leader Engagement with political
and religious authorities and the
representatives of several ethnic groups helps accomplish the
KFOR Mission for a Safe and Secure Environment and Freedom
of Movement.
During the ceremony COM
KFOR awarded Colonel Topaloglu with the KFOR NATO “non-

PICTURE: Di Giovanni Giuseppe(3)

The event was presided over
by COM KFOR, Major General
Francesco Paolo Figliuolo.

article five” Peace Mission Medal
and praised his high professionalism. He welcomed the new
JRD-S Commander Colonel Demircioglu and wished him all the
best.
“I want to express my appreciation for your service and professionalism”, COM KFOR said, referring to Colonel Topaloglu for the
excellent manner in which JRD S
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supported KFOR, “you and your
soldiers built a very close working
relationship with the community
leadership and fostered a high level of trust with the population to
prevent escalating incidents”, concluded General Figliuolo.
Of-2 D’Angelo
Ita-A
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MNBG - E

KFOR Helicopter SAR
CAMP BONDSTEEL, Kosovo -- A medevac crew from Multinational Battle Group-East’s Southern Command Post put their hoist training to the test during a real-world event, which aided
in the rescue of two European Union Rule of Law Mission in Kosovo (EULEX) members.

U.S. Army Soldiers with F
Company, 2nd Battalion, 135th
Aviation Regiment, Louisiana
National Guard, rescued the two
security officers who became
stranded on a cliff side in Albania, Sept. 20.
The two men were recreationally
hiking when one fell and was injured. Unable to hike back off the
mountain, the two requested help
through their team’s operations
center, who in turn contacted
MNBG-E for assistance.
“The biggest factor in our success was that we had trained for
8

this, and we had the opportunity
to practice this kind of hoist in
these very difficult conditions,”
said Maj. Andre Jeansonne, F
Company commander and a native of Pineville, Louisiana.
Sgt. Paul Glankler, a UH-60
Blackhawk helicopter crew chief
who manned the hoist during the
rescue operation, was responsible for getting the patients into the
helicopter safely.
Jeansonne added the Balkans
area is mountainous and rescuing
individuals off a cliff side can be
KFOR CHRONICLE 09/2014

a dangerous task. During the initial months of the Kosovo Force
18 rotation, he wanted to make
sure his Soldiers were well prepared. The company spent weeks
training with German and Swiss
counterparts on search and rescue tasks.
“When we got to Kosovo, we
wanted to capitalize on the environment and continue flying and
training,” said Jeansonne. “We
teamed up with the German and
Swiss and they trained our crews
and medics on mountain rescue
techniques.”

MNBG - E

Jeansonne said the medevac
crew worked flawlessly together
to get the individuals to safety
and without crew coordination;
the rescue would not have gone as
smoothly.
“This is the most intense crewcoordinated mission you could
do in the aircraft; but my crew was
prepared for it,’ Jeansonne said.
“I couldn’t be more proud of not
just the crew, but the entire unit
here,” said Jeansonne. “I’m glad
we were able affect people’s lives
and help support the mission in
Kosovo.”
COM KFOR later visited Bondsteel and congratulated MNBG-E
on their excellent work. He met
with the individuals who were rescued who were receiving hospi-

tal treatment due to their ordeal.
COM KFOR expressed his satisfaction with the good cooperation with the Albanian authorities
which enabled the KFOR helicop-
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ter and crew to effect the rescue.
Sgt. Cody Barber, 11th Public
Affairs Detachment
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NEwS IN BRIEF
05 September: COM KFOR attended the “Mother Teresa”
Cathedral, in Pristina, for the religious function commemorating
the 17th anniversary of the death of Mother Teresa.
The solemn Mass was led by the Kosovo Bishop Dode Gjergji,
Head of Catholic community in Kosovo.
After the end of the religious celebration, General Figliuolo met
Bishop Dode Gjergji and confirmed the established relationships
between KFOR and all of the religious communities in Kosovo.
The presence of many religious communities in the region is a
resource for the societies in in Kosovo.
Religious communities are spiritual education guides that teach
the people to live in peace and respect the differences between the
communities.

PICTURE: Maniga Alessio

06 September: Major General
Francesco
Paolo
Figliuolo
attended the 15th Anniversary
of the Kosovo Police ceremony
at the invitation of the General
Director Mr Shpend Maxhuni.
The ceremony was attended by
the President of Kosovo, Madame
Atifete Jahjaga. During the event,
General Figliuolo took part in
the delivery of several awards for
special service to Kosovo Police
members. COM KFOR expressed
his appreciation for the increased
capabilities of Kosovo Police and
for professionally fulfilling its role
as the first security responder
in Kosovo. The ceremony
ended with the distribution
of promotion certificates to
Kosovo Police Officers and noncommissioned officers.

10 September: COM KFOR met the US Ambassador to Kosovo, Her Excellency
Tracey Jacobson, at the US embassy in Pristina. During the meeting General Figliuolo
underlined the importance of the support of the US contingent that consists of about
700 soldiers, deployed mostly in the Multinational Battle Group East, based in Camp
Bondsteel, and in the KFOR HQ Staff. COM KFOR expressed his appreciation for
the contribution of the USA, highlighting the professionalism and commitment
of its troops on the ground since 1999 as part of the international stabilization
force following the end of the war. Ambassador Jacobson stressed that the USA is
continuing to support KFOR mission as one of KFOR’s most important contributors.
10
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11 September: COM KFOR met the Special Representative of
the Secretary-General for Kosovo, Mr. Farid Zarif, at the UNMIK
headquarters in Pristina. The visit is part of key leaders meetings
conducted regularly by COM KFOR with the Representatives of the
International Community including the political, military and civilian
authorities in Kosovo and in the Balkans area in order to harmonize the
comprehensive approach for the normalization, through the dialogue
and cooperation, of relations between Pristina and Belgrade. KFOR
operates in synergy with the Institutions in Kosovo at central and local
level and will support the effort of UNMIK and the other International
Organizations for the prosperous future of Kosovo.
12 September: COM KFOR met with Her Majesty’s Ambassador to Kosovo, Mr
Ian Cameron Cliff, at the UK embassy in Pristina. During this first official visit
General Figliuolo and Ambassador Cliff spoke about the overall situation of the
communities in Kosovo with particular attention to the North of the Kosovo and
the latest political developments.

15 September: COM KFOR met with the Ambassador of the
Federal Republic of Germany to Kosovo, HE Ms Angelika VIETS,
at the Camp “ Film City” NATO KFOR HQ in Pristina. General
FIGLIUOLO underlined the importance of the support of the
German contingent consisting of about 650 service members.
Besides the excellent performance of the German manoeuvre
Coy, COM KFOR also emphasized the outstanding job done
in the PRIZREN military field hospital, managed by German
specialized unit. The Facility, a level 3 hospital, is sufficient for
total treatment of patients to include diagnosis, holding and
treatment of patients.
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22 September: COM KFOR met with the
Ambassador of Albania to Kosovo, HE Mr
Qemal Minxhozi, at Camp “Film City” NATO
KFOR HQ in Pristina. During the meeting,
General Figliuolo highlighted the excellent
relations with the Albanian Authorities and he
also expressed his satisfaction for the prompt
authorization by Albanian Authorities to allow
a KFOR helicopter to overfly the Albanian
territory and rescue two missing people.
COM KFOR praised Albanian Ambassador
for the outstanding contribution of the NATO
Albanian staff officers to the KFOR HQ.
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24 September: COM KFOR received the Head of EU Office and EU
Special Representative in Kosovo, Samuel Žbogar at Camp “Film City”
NATO KFOR HQ in Pristina. They both stressed the excellent level
of cooperation existing between KFOR and the EU Office / EUSR in
Kosovo.
In the spirit of his comprehensive approach in facing the Kosovo
reality, General Figliuolo also spoke with Mr. Žbogar about the progress
achieved in the dialogue on normalization of relations and cooperation
between Belgrade and Pristina. During the meeting possible initiatives
and projects for the economic development of Kosovo were discussed,
these being possible due to funds provided by the EU.
26 September: COM KFOR met with the Italian Ambassador to Pristina,
HE Andreas FERRARESE, at the multinational KFOR Headquarters in
Pristina. “KFOR ensures a safe environment, important condition to
promote the economic, social and political development of Kosovo and
the Balkans area”, said Ambassador FERARRESE, adding that “Italian
troops among KFOR create the conditions of stability and security to
encourage Italian investors to increase their presence in Kosovo with
obvious benefits for this area”.
29 September: COM KFOR met with the Ambassador of Turkey to
Kosovo, H.E. Songul Ozan, at the Turkish Embassy in Pristina. The
meeting, held in Pristina, was an opportunity for General Figliuolo to
underline the traditional presence of Turkey in the region and, nowadays
in particular, the crucial role played by Turkey in the field of economic
development of the entire territory and the professional and considerable
contribution given to KFOR in ensuring a stable and secure environment
in Kosovo. Currently, Turkey is one of the most important Contributing
Nations to KFOR with more than 350 soldiers deployed in Kosovo.
29 September: COM KFOR met with the Minister for the
Kosovo Security Forces (KSF) Agim Çeku at the Ministry of KSF,
in Pristina.
It was the first official visit to the new Kosovo Security Force
Ministry and during the meeting the excellent collaboration
existing between KFOR and KSF was noted by General Figliuolo
and Minister Çeku. COM KFOR took this opportunity to
congratulate Minister Çeku on the remarkable level of efficiency
and professionalism reached by KSF members.
Other topics of the meeting were the future projects for the
implementation of KSF capabilities and the support that KFOR
will give to KSF in order to achieve these capabilities. In this
regard COM KFOR ensured the participation of KFOR HQs staff
at the next KSF command post exercise.
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Story: Lt Cdr Thomas Hobbins
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NEwS IN BRIEF

HLT

HIGH LEVEL TALKS wITH
ALBANIAN AUTHORITIES
On 23 September, COM KFOR, Major General Francesco Paolo Figliuolo, met the Albanian
Chief of Defence, Major General Jeronim Bazo, in Tirana.
General Figliuolo highlighted
the excellent relations between
the Albanian Armed Forces and
KFOR, and he also expressed his
appreciation for the outstanding
contribution of the NATO
Albanian staff officers to the
KFOR HQ.
In this regard, General Figliuolo
emphasized
the
excellent
cooperation between the Albanian
Authorities and KFOR, confirmed
by the prompt authorization given
last week in order to allow a KFOR
helicopter to overfly the Albanian
territory for a search and rescue
operation.
In the wake of the comprehensive
approach policy established by the
previous KFOR Commander, this
meeting has been held as part of
the High Level Talks agenda based
on regular engagements with the
Chiefs of Defence of the various
countries bordering the KFOR Area
of Responsibility. This represents an
effective opportunity to exchange
information and points of view on
the overall security situation in the
Balkans area.

They discussed important themes
mainly related to the overall
situation in Kosovo and the latest
political developments and they
agreed about the importance of
cooperation in order to enhance the
security situation in the region.
In particular General Figliuolo
and Minister Khodeli evaluated
a possible agreement for the
implementation of the already
tested procedures related to the air
space for operational activities.
COM

KFOR

underlined

the

improvement in the security
situation after the Belgrade –
Pristina agreement and confirmed
the continuous effort of the NATO
mission to contribute to a safer and
securer environment and freedom
of movement.
Minister Khodeli confirmed the
full support of his Country to
NATO KFOR mission in Kosovo.
General Figliuolo then met with
the Albanian Minister of Interior,
Mr Samir Tahiri. They agreed on
the importance of KFOR, as the
third responder, to support Kosovo
Police and EULEX, within their
role of first and second responder
in maintaining a safe and secure
environment and freedom of
movement in the area of operations.
Finally, General Figliuolo had the
opportunity to speak to the Italian
Ambassador to Albania, H.E.
Massimo Gaiani.

PICTURE: Maniga Alessio(2)

General Figliuolo also met the
Albanian Minister of Defence, Ms

Mimi Khodeli.

Of-3 Rizzo
Ita-A
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EXERCISE

FOR EXERCISE - BLACK HAwK DOwN: HELICOPTER CRASH AND MASS CASUALTY EXERCISE IN PRIZREN
The 38th German mission contingent Kosovo Force (KFOR EinsKtgt 38th DEU) simulated a helicopter crash at
the Camp Prizren recently as part of an exercise with the support of the Americans from Camp Bondsteel. “The
conditions to save many lives are created in such an exercise. There were 20 injured and all have survived. Thus,
the exercise was a complete success. For all parties involved have worked very well together ”, concluded the
commander of the 38th DEU EinsKtgt KFOR, Colonel Hans-Jürgen Freiherr von Keyserling, after the exercise.
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Helicopter simulates a crash in Prizren.

the casualty site and categorizes the
injured for an acute medical care
according to the level of urgency.
This is particularly important
for the prioritization of medical
treatment on site and the removal
and subsequent treatment in the
field hospital. “The triage is thus a

life-saving factor to make best use
of scarce resources, “said Surgeon
General Dr. med. Walter Patrick
B., the company commander of the
medical company. While further
support forces were requested, the
military police secured the accident
site as part of their military police

Medevac teams exercise triage and evacuation drills.
KFOR CHRONICLE 09/2014
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The scenario for the exercise
was that a Black Hawk helicopter
crashed during a training
Winch with 15 participants in
the German camp Prizren. On
board were three German KFOR
soldiers in addition to the fourmember American crew. The
twelve other German soldiers in
the waiting area of the landing site
were injured due to flying debris.
An uninvolved soldier, who was
near the crash site, telephoned
the operations center of the 38th
DEU EinsKtgt KFOR to begin the
exercise.
The priority was to avert further
danger and to provide medical
care to the injured soldiers. The
capabilities of the German mission
hospital (Role 3) are comparable to
a district hospital in Germany, and
even go beyond.
The fire protection group, the
Bundeswehr fire brigade, moved
the mobile forces of the medical
company to the crash site. The
situation had to be gotten under
control as quickly as possible to
treat the nearly 20 injured.
“Before the injured can be treated,
the fire department must bring the
fire under control”, says medical
officer Carsten G., who was first at
the accident site with his mobile
medical vehicle. “When the fire
department reported that it was
safe, there was an initial review
of the patients,” he added. The
emergency physician sifts through

EXERCISE

Soldiers pose as injured casualties.

Realistic make-up and props simulate injuries to exercise the medical team.

Soldier posing as casualty undergoes simulated operation.

PICTURE: PAO DEU EinsKtgt KFOR

duties.
Flying debris had damaged the
CCTV system in the crash, so that a
section of the camp fence could not
be monitored. Soldiers deployed
to secure and monitor this area.
The additional exercise “Alarm”
in the MASCAL exercise brought
all soldiers in the camp into the
exercise. “The aim of the alarm
exercise was to create certainty of
action for all contingent members
and to review existing alert chains
and measures are fit for purpose.
We have fully ensured the military
security in the camp Prizren”
Lieutenant Michael B. stated.
Depending on the severity of the
injury, patients were transported to
the field hospital and treated there.
The hospital staff were already
prepared. The Clinical Director
of the hospital has the task to
coordinate the care of patients. The
exercise proved to be so real that
the patients were even brought into
the operating room, but were not
operated on.
For an abdominal operation, an
American specialist surgeon was
flown in from Bondsteel in support.
The stabilized patients were finally
included in the care or intensive
care unit of the hospital. Two
patients had to be flown out for
further treatment. This secondary
transport was carried out by the
KFOR-US forces with another
Black Hawk.
A striking feature of the exercise
was the excellent cooperation of the
participating multinational forces.
It was clear that we all pull together.
Particularly impressive was the
excellent multinational cooperation
with Swiss, Austrians, Hungarians
and Americans. What is certain
is that in a serious incident, the
injured were able to rely on their
comrades.
OF-2 Hohn
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MNBG - W

HANDOVER/TAKEOVER OF FIRST
MOLDOVAN CONTINGENT
On the 08th of September 2014, after exactly 6 months of mission, the Hand over-Take over
(HoTo) ceremony of the first Moldovan Contingent ever been deployed within KFOR took place.
After six months training in
Moldova, according to NATO
standards, the contingent was
able to operate and conduct a
multinational exercise to reach
the Full Operational Capability
(FOC): the Papa Coy started in
this way to operate as a unique
unit, fully integrated, performing
mounted and dismounted patrols
and as Quick Reaction Forces.
The first deployment took place
during the Vidovdan Day, when,
under KTM OPCON, the Papa Coy
was detached nearby Pristina, in
order to reinforce the disposition
and support KP and EULEX in
maintaining a Safe And Secure
Environment.
But the real operational change
and the improvement of capabilities
arrived on the 24th of July, when the
“Reshaping” in Decani Monastery
guard duty started. This process,
witnessed that day by the rotation
between
the
Italo-Moldovan
Papa Coy and the Slovenian Kilo
Coy, allowed all the companies to
operate in accordance with a force
rotation which permitted them to
be deployed in order to achieve the
result and to face the contingency
requirements of the entire operative
spectrum in Kosovo.
Therefore, the Italian Logistic

Moldovan troops on exercise carrying out CRC drills from a helicopter.

Support Group in Camp “Villaggio
Italia” planned and conducted
a driving course with Italian
tactical vehicles, in order to let the
Moldavians perform independent
patrols and to show the proactive
dynamism of the forces. The entire
Papa Coy was then detached
to the north, in camp Nothing
Hill and OP COOKE, where, in
addition to their professional
knowledge, high technical skills and
impeccable military deportment
of its personnel, it proved to be a
competent unit, able to achieve all
the tasks required in the area where
the main effort of KFOR mission is
focused.
The EOD team, in the meanwhile,
conducted
practical
exercise
on
detection,
identification,
transportation and disposal of
unexploded ordnance and has
been deployed in Mount Cviljen, in
vicinity of Prizren, where it operated

in explosive ordnance clearance and
reconnaissance, mitigating the mine
threat and improving MNBG-W
capabilities. Moreover, they gave
great support in mine awareness
training for KFOR soldiers as part
of general training.
A full and natural integration,
underlined by the outstanding job
of the SNR, Lt. Col. Roman CEBAN,
who perfectly merged into the
MNBG-W HQ, acting as a crucial
and constant support for achieving
the mission in cooperation with
MNBG-W Commander, Colonel
Angelo Minelli.
As the MNBGW Commander
said in his speech during the HoTo
ceremony, “they acted as great
ambassadors of their country”. And
now it’s time for the new contingent,
Lt. Col. Boris Macovei and the
soldiers commanded by platoon
leader Cpt. Alexadru Baban, who
already have boots on the ground
with the Papa Coy, to reach FOC
and take over the mission.

OF-1 DE CILLIS
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DEVIC MONASTERY ROAD
DEVIC MONASTERY ROAD INAUGURATION - A joint achievement based on example,
endeavour and mutual trust

Municipality of SKENDERAJ/
SRBICA and Kosovo Police and
many positive steps were taken in
this area.
On the 17th April 2012 the
responsibility for the security of
the Monastery was transferred to
Kosovo Police and since then there
were no security problems for the
Monastery.
Last year, the Monastery received
telephone and internet connection
thanks to the role played by
OSCE and lately, on the 18th May
2014, an agreement, related to a
DEVIC Monastery property, was
reached between the Municipality

of SKENDERAJ/SRBICA and
DEVIC Monastery through KFOR
mediation.
The ceremony was attended by
Bishop TEODOSIJE, EU Special
Representative in Kosovo Mr
Samuel ZBOGAR, the OSCE
Head of Mission, Mr Jean Claude
SCHLUMBERGER,
UNMIK
Representative,
Mrs
Jennifer
BRUSH, Minister of Culture
Youth and Sport of Kosovo, Memli
KRASNIQI and the Deputy Mayor
Fadil NURA, from SKENDERAJ/
SRBICA Municipality.

PICTURE: Di Giovanni Giuseppe(2)

At SKENDERAJ/SRBICA, 23rd
September, 2014, the Deputy
Commander of Kosovo Force,
General Anton Wessely, attended
the ribbon cutting ceremony of
the road to DEVIC Monastery in
the municipality of SKENDERAJ/
SRBICA.
The project was funded by the EU
to support the DEVIC Monastery.
The work to pave the road began
in June 2014 and was completed in
August 2014, thanks to the fruitful
and excellent cooperation between
KFOR, local authorities and the EU.
Furthermore, a bridge has been also
enlarged making for safer and faster
travel to and from the Monastery.
KFOR played a significant
mediation as an impartial actor
in Kosovo. This important joint
achievement is in line with KFOR
policy aimed at promoting dialogue
and cooperation as a key success
factor for the prosperity of all
people of Kosovo.
Since the end of last year, KFOR
has encouraged the relationship
between the Monastery, the
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KTM

KTM FOX II EXERCISE
The KFOR TACTICAL RESERVE MANOUVRE BATTALION (KTM) full operational capability
process was held from 15 to 25 of August, 2014. Several activities have been performed, however,
we would like to highlight the KTM FOX II EXERCISE on the 22nd and 23rd of August in CAMP
VRELO training area around PRISTINA.

During this period, the effort was
directed to the validation of the
KTM, as a whole, focusing on the
following criteria:
123-

Command and Control;
Interoperability;
Force Protection.

For interoperability, all planned
and
contingency
command
processes have been validated.
In terms of Force Protection,
harmonization of most of the
procedures,
techniques
and
standard tactics was achieved.

To illustrate some of the activities
are the following examples: in
relation to command and control,
the KTM OPLAN PARADIGM
SHIFT sustains the KTM concept,
warning orders (WINGO), and
fragmentary order (FRAGO);
presentations were held to share
tactical knowledge; finally was
the execution of the KTM FOX
EXERCISE ROCK DRILL. Air
operations were made with
helicopters and mini-UAV LIGHT
RAY. The system was operated,
exclusively, by the KTM teams.
The image reception in real-time,
supported the mission success.
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The KTM FOX II EXERCISE was
a joint and combined exercise and
there were 322 soldiers involved
from 7 countries: AUT, CHE,
DIN, HUN, PRT, ROM, USA
and the following assets: 2 UH
60 BLACKHAWK, international
military police KFOR, a water

KTM

cannon, a team of freedom of
movement, a EOD team, totaling 76
wheeled vehicles (i.e., Pandur I and
II, EAGLE and BTR 80).

On August 25, the KFOR
TACTICAL
RESERVE
MANOUVRE
BATTALION
declared the FULL OPERATIONAL

KFOR CHRONICLE 09/2014

CAPABILITY, after the second force
rotation - C COY HUN Contingent.
OF-3 Marques

19

JLSG

Commander KFOR XVIII
Major General Francesco P.
Figliuolo,
Italian Army
Chief Public Affairs Office &
KFOR Spokesman
Colonel Enrico Mattina
Italian Army

JLSG – CMLT FUEL DEPOT
BG Anton Wessely (DCOM KFOR), Mike Lyden (NSPA General Manager), Isa Muharremi (ExFis owner) and COL Olivier
Méhu (JLSG CDR) participated in the ceremonial ribbon cutting of the newest Fuel facility at Camp Maréchal de Lattre de
Tassigny (CMLT) in Novo Selo on 17 September, 2014.
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The inaugural opening ceremony of the new Fuel Depot in CMLT
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ExFis personnel with KFOR German Military Contingent on the expansion of the
German contingent fuel service agreement in Camp Prizren

This fuel facility is the result
of the Camp Participant Board
decision in early May 2014 to replace the French Fuel Bulk fuel
installation. The Depot represents the first fuel depot built
in KFOR on a multinational basis that is not NATO Common
Funded. The Depot was put into
place in accordance with NATO
and host nation standards in 40
days, demonstrating the responsiveness of NSPA and EXFIS.
KFOR CHRONICLE 09/2014

This facility allows for on-site
winter diesel blending capability/storage and utilizes the latest
technology used in terms of product quality, safety and ease of
operation. NSPA fuel contract is
conducted under Joint Logistics
Support Group (JLSG) OPCON.
At the same time, the German
contingent expanded this fuel
service agreement in Camp Prizren.

PROFILES

Name:

Jitka Brabencova

Rank:

OF-2

Nationality:

Czech

KFOR Unit:

J3 AIR HELI OPS

Military education: I joined the Czech Armed Forces in 1998. I graduated
in 2004 in the field of Air Force and Rocket Technology. Since 2008 I have
been serving at the Tactical Air Force Base in Namest nad Oslavou as an
air traffic controller. After graduating from the academy, I attended courses which were mostly related to the field of air traffic control, the English
language course STANAG 3, as well as the course S.E.R.E. “B”, a specialized
course for identification and effects of IEDs, and a specialized course and
training for an application program for flight preparation and planning at
the position of operations officer.
About the mission: This is my third deployment (Twice ISAF Afghanistan
– Paktika Province / Senior Operations Officer / Navigation Officer, once
KFOR Kosovo / Heliosp Officer). I have always appreciated the opportunity
to take part in foreign deployment. It is a great experience, on a professional
as well as personal level. The ISAF and KFOR environments are considerably different, nevertheless, participation here at KFOR HQ represents an incredible supply of experience for me, where an important role is played by
the wide international cooperation.
Family reaction: My family is understanding and loving, and they support
me both when I am at home and at times when the military service takes me
outside of the home. I am a person who adapts quite quickly, however, I look
forward to seeing my family and friends again.
Hobbies: I have really a lot of them, mainly sport (running, indoor climbing,
cycling, hiking, skiing…), all sorts of music, dancing, travelling. Unfortunately, life is probably too short to do everything.

Military education: I served as a conscript from 1998-2000. After serving
11 months, I completed Junior Leader Course and upon graduating received
rank of a Sergeant, subsequently I was assigned as a squad leader. In 2001, I
signed on as a professional soldier in light infantry Battalion where within
5 months was promoted to squad leader for excellent service. My next promotion to Platoon Sergeant came next, after 18 months. During the summer
of 2008, I was accepted and completed BMATT JICLIC in Czech Republic.

Name:
Rank:
Nationality:

About the mission: Before coming to Kosovo, our company performed
pre-deployment training-exercise in Hohenfels, Germany and was awarded
with a Medal and a Certificate of Appreciation from MBGD-E Commander.
While at Camp Bondsteel, I serve as a squad leader. My primary function is
to lead my Soldiers on missions, such as patrols, reconnaissance, and ready
Mirzoyan Suren for being deployed as a Crowd Riot Control Force. I greatly enjoy being here,
SGT because I have an opportunity to experience different cultures, interact with
other soldiers from other armies. I look forward to continue to communicaArmenian te and learn from each other.

KFOR Unit: MNBG-E Aviation Family reaction: My family from the very beginning was very supportive
BN ARM NC

about me being a soldier. It’s so till now.

Hobbies: My hobbies are –sport-working out generally, running. I like listening to classical music.
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SUDOKU

slightly

medium

difficult

very difficult
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MEDIUM

The three areas (row, column, block) are equally units
or groups.

VERY DIFFICULT

The task is to fill in the blanks of the puzzle so that in
each of nine rows, columns and blocks of each digit from
1 to 9 appears only once.

SLIGHTLY

Solutions August

DIFFICULT

Rules:
The standard consists of a grid Sudoku field with 3 × 3
blocks, which are each divided into 3 × 3 fields, a total of
81 fields in 9 rows and 9 columns. In some of these fields
at the beginning digits 1 to 9 are registered (“targets“).

PICTURE OF THE MONTH

PICTURE OF THE MONTH

September 2014
Contribute to the
KFORChronicle!

Sep 2014
„Sunset Slim Lines“
Camp Slim Lines,
27-Ago-2014
Equipment used:
Sony DSC-HX60V
f/4 1/250s
ISO-80
Rodrigues, Ulisses
OR - 6 PRT

Just send your photos to kforchronicle@hq.kfor.nato.int by
the 25th of the month explaining where you took the photo and what equipment you used. We will then select one
of the submitted images and publish it in the next edition
of the Chronicle.
You will be immortalised in the KFOR Chronicle !
Is that not something to be proud of?
Sincerely
The Chronicle Team
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