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COM MNBG-E ADDRESS

NEW MNBG-E
COMMANDER
ADRESSES KFOR
On behalf of the Soldiers and leaders of
the 504th Battlefield Surveillance Brigade,
I would like to express our happiness
and excitement in joining the KFOR and
MNBG-E team as part of the United States
Military’s KFOR-18 rotation. The Soldiers
and leaders of the brigade conducted training
over several months for this mission; first, at
our unit’s home in Fort Hood, Texas; then at
the Joint Multi-National Readiness Center in
Hohenfels, Germany in January; and finally
for two weeks in February as we conducted
handover training with the Soldiers of KFOR17 for the 23 February MNBG-E HoTo.

PICTURE: PAO MNBG - E

As a result of all of our training and, also, our
time in conducting the hand over process, we
understand our role and are committed to
KFOR’s mission in support of the peoples of
Kosovo. The Soldiers of the Brigade look forward
to serving with our Multi-National Partners,
both in the Battle Group and in KFOR, and with
the representatives of the Institutions in Kosovo
to include the Kosovo Security Organizations as
we meet the challenges that lay before us.
KFOR’s mission to provide the citizens of
Kosovo with a safe and secure environment
has remained constant since 1999. The Soldiers of the Battle
Group look forward to upholding the proud record of service
established by the Soldiers, from many different countries,
who have served before us and have set the conditions for us to
successfully continue that mission. In our short time here, we
have conducted multiple missions with KTM, MSU, EULEX,
the JRD’s and the many other organizations that work and
serve in Kosovo. Our experience with all of these people, units,
and Nations has made us very comfortable and confirmed
our expectations that our nine month deployment will be a
formative experience for all our Soldiers and one on which we
will look back with pride.
“More Together”
Col.Charles T. Hensley
MNBG-E Commander
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REPEAT ELECTIONS

REPEAT ELECTIONS ARE A SUCCESS
The successful conduct of municipal elections throughout Kosovo is integral to the
implementation of Belgrade-Pristina agreement reached on 19 April 2013. The municipal
assemblies and mayors were elected in the North following the municipal elections conducted
on 03 November, 17 November and 01 December but a re-run of municipal elections in North
Mitrovicë/Mitrovica was necessitated when the elected mayor, Krstimir Pantić, refused to take the
oath of office.
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COM KFOR meets members of the KP during the repeat election.

were deployed in the vicinity of the
polling stations enabling a quick
reaction to any potential security

situation or to requests for assistance
from either the KP or EULEX.
COM KFOR, Major-General

PICTURE: Giovanni DELLE CAVE (2)

The re-run election took place
on Sunday 23 February and the
security
arrangements
were
carefully planned and coordinated
between the Kosovo Police, EULEX
and KFOR.
KFOR continued its support to
the Institutions in Kosovo in close
coordination with UNMIK and the
EU rule of law mission in Kosovo
(EULEX) and other international
organisations to ensure that the
elections were again conducted in
a peaceful and democratic manner.
The three security providers; KP,
EULEX and KFOR provided a
visible presence near polling stations
in North Mitrovica/Mitrovice to
guarantee people’s right to vote in a
peaceful and orderly manner.
The KFOR posture during the rerun election was robust, balanced
and impartial and it provided
reassurance to the population,
thereby contributing to the high
voter turnout.
All
KFOR
activities
were
coordinated through the KFOR Joint
Operations Centre (JOC) and saw the
activation of the KFOR Crisis Action
Team (CAT), as is the norm for such
operational situations. The CAT
enables a rapid decision making and
approval process during dynamic
operations. KFOR deployed its nonkinetic assets in the form of the Local
Monitoring Teams (LMTs) in order
to maintain liaison with the local
and international organisations on
the ground and provide situational
awareness, especially important
in the preparation phase of the
operation. KFORs kinetic assets
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REPEAT ELECTIONS

Salvatore Farina, visited the the emphasis will move towards the Kosovo and will support progress
multinational troops deployed in establishment of the Association towards the implementation of the
the area in the early morning of the of Serbian Municipalities and the agreement between Pristina and
election-day. Major-General Farina continued implementation of the Belgrade, to the best of its ability
greeted and met with the KP officials agreement.
within the mandate provided by UN
as well as the EULEX and OSCE
KFOR will, in close coordination Security Council resolution 1244.
members deployed.
with its security partners, continue
The security operation during the to work to provide a secure
electoral process was another success environment and enable freedom
story for local security organizations of movement for all people in
in Kosovo and KFOR.
Following the elections
COM KFOR commended
all stakeholders and
residents for contributing
to the smooth and
orderly conduct of the
repeated elections stating
that successful elections
are
an
important
democratic achievement.
COM KFOR thanked
the Kosovo Police for
professionally fulfilling its
role as the first responder
and EULEX as the second
responder.
Following the successful
election
in
North
Mitrovicë/Mitrovica, it
is now anticipated that COM KFOR meets with KFOR commanders and staff during the repeat election.
Story: Commandant Charlie Dineen
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MNBG-E TOA

MNBG-E TRANSFER OF AUTHORITY
CEREMONY
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COM KFOR decorates the outgoing MNBG-E Commander, Col. David J. Woods.

country wide elections and assistance
across their area of responsibility.
Other accomplishments mentioned

included responding to 132 calls for
assistance on unexploded ordnance
and the completion of over 23

PICTURE: Afrim Hajrullahu

The 504th Battlefield Surveillance
Brigade, from Fort Hood in Texas,
took command of the KFOR Battle
Group during a ceremony held at
Camp Bondsteel on 13 February.
U.S. Army Colonel David J. Woods,
a native of Denbo, Pennsylvania,
and the 525th BFSB commander,
transferred authority of MNBG-E
to the 504th BFSB commander,
U.S. Army Colonel Charles T.
Hensley, a native of Wilkes-Barre,
Pennsylvania.
The ceremony was presided over
by the KFOR Commander, MajorGeneral Salvatore Farina, and
was attended by a large number
of religious, political and military
dignitaries.
The
outgoing
Commander
of MNBG-E, Colonel Woods,
thanked his subordinate units and
multinational partners who helped
him “find solutions to the challenges
and positively projected their
commitment to both their countries
and the people of Kosovo”.
The outgoing Battle group arrived
in Kosovo just after the signing
of the 19th of April Agreement
between Belgrade and Pristina
and Col Woods outlined that the
Battle Group flawlessly achieved
their mission to maintain a safe and
secure environment and freedom
of movement in order to allow
the institutions to successfully
implement the agreement.
COM KFOR, Major-General
Salvatore Farina, outlined the
extensive list of accomplishments
made by the outgoing Battle Group
including the formation of an
intelligence fusion cell that assisted in

PICTURE: Giovanni DELLE CAVE

On 13 February, nearly nine months after assuming command of Multinational Battle GroupEast (MNBG-E), United States Colonel David J. Woods and his unit from the 525th Battlefield
Surveillance Brigade (BFSB) relinquished command to Colonel Charles T. Hensley and his 504th
BFSB.
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MNBG-E TOA

COM KFOR hands command of MNBG-E to Col. Charles T. Hensley.

evacuation missions by helicopter.
More importantly COM KFOR
noted, was that the soldiers of this
Battle Group rotation added to
the safe and secure environment
throughout Kosovo.
“Your presence and actions greatly
contributed to safe and secure
environment and freedom of
movement here in Kosovo, and these
actions have advanced the KFOR
mission and benefited the people of
Kosovo immensely.”

MNBG-E and said no commander
could fulfil the duties of command
without
soldiers
who
were
committed to the mission in Kosovo.
“Let me assure you that I’ve been
with the soldiers many times in the
north and east, and I can tell you
they are highly-valued soldiers, and

have made a great difference. I’m
proud of the work that they have
done. I’m very proud of you, Soldiers
of Multinational Battle GroupEast,” Farina stated to the audience
of several hundred multinational
soldiers, military leaders and
dignitaries.

Praising the incoming MNBG-E
Commander, Major-General Farina
said that Colonel Hensley’s previous
military assignments would be the
“best prerequisites for a successful
tour in this complex mission.”
In his closing remarks, COM
KFOR commended the Soldiers of
Story: Commandant Charlie Dineen
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FRENCH CEREMONY

CEREMONY TO MARK FRENCH REDUCTION
IN CONTRIBUTION TO KFOR

PICTURE: Giovanni DELLE CAVE

On 08 February 2014, COMKFOR, Major-General Salvatore Farina, presided over the farewell
ceremony in Camp Maréchal de Lattre de Tassigny, Novo Selo, to mark the start of the reduction of
the French contingent within KFOR.

There were many distinguished
visitors present at the ceremony
including H.E. Maryse Daviet,
French ambassador in Kosovo,
Mr. Farid Zarif United Nations
Special Representative of the
Secretary General, Jean-Claude
Schlumberger chief of the OSCE
mission and Rear-Admiral Jean
Baptiste Dupuis representative of
the French Chief of Defence.
France has been part of KFOR
since the very beginning of the
mission in 1999, and has made a
very significant contribution to
safety and security within Kosovo.
Over 50,000 French soldiers have
served with KFOR, 6,000 of which
formed part of the initial entry force
deployed in the north of Kosovo to
what was then Multinational Battle
Group North (MNBG-N). Since that
time France has adapted its footprint
on a regular basis corresponding
to the improvement in the security
situation and the consequent
reshaping of KFOR forces.
8

In more recent times the French
contingents have been part of
Multinational Battle Group East
(MNBG-E) and have been deployed
at its Forward Command Post (FCP)
in Camp Novo Selo.
The
French
contingent
is
composed of 320 soldiers, of which
130 belong to Multinational Battle
Group East, operating mainly in
the Northern part of Kosovo. The
French company has been mainly
deployed in the North, at Camp
DOG 31 and Camp Cabra. From
there, soldiers conducted patrols to
provide Freedom of Movement and
a Safe and Secure environment for
the local communities.
Another major French contribution
to KFOR has been the leadership of
the Joint Logistical Support Group
(JLSG) that ensures logistics support
to KFOR forces.
While the ceremony marked
the final phase for the 320 French
personnel, at Camp Novo Selo, a
number of French Staff Officers will
KFOR CHRONICLE 02/2014

remain with the Headquarters of the
Kosovo force at Camp Film City,
Pristina. The reduction of French
forces in KFOR will be progressive
and is scheduled to be completed in
June 2014. The French withdrawal
will not impact the KFOR mission as
other manoeuvre units are due to be
deployed in Kosovo by mid-2014.
The decision to withdraw French
troops was based on the increased
demands placed on the French
Armed Forces to contribute to peace
and security in other parts of the
world and on the situation in Kosovo
which is becoming increasingly
stable. In addition to staff officers in
KFOR headquarters it is anticipated
that France will continue its
contribution to peace and stability in
the Western Balkans by supporting
and promoting dialogue between
communities and by working for a
better future for all people in Kosovo.
French soldiers served to the
highest professional standards in
Kosovo during their 15 years of

PICTURE: French KFOR Contingent

FRENCH CEREMONY

Photos of French during their time in KFOR.

Story: Commandant Charlie Dineen

professionalism.
Three French officers have had
the distinction to serve as the
KFOR
Commander.
General
Marcel Valentin from 2001 to 2002,
General Yves de Kermabon from
2004 to 2005 and General Xavier de
Marnhac from 2007 to 2008.

COM KFOR thanked the French
contingent for their commitment
and sacrifice in the service of both
their country and KFOR. “You have
truly emphasized the KFOR motto
-MORE TOGETHER-’’, concluded
Major-General Farina.

PICTURE: Giovanni DELLE CAVE

deployment helping to ensure a
safe and secure environment for
the population of all ethnic and
religious groups. They have made an
outstanding contribution to KFOR
mission and have been exceptional
in their ability to work within a
multinational environment.
COM KFOR, Major-General
Farina, commended the French
contribution to KFOR and stated
that ‘France has been a pillar of
KFOR from the beginning and they
deserve our respect and gratitude
for their service and commitment
rendered to the people of Kosovo
and to KFOR’.
During the ceremony, COM
KFOR paid tribute to the sacrifice
of the French soldiers who paid the
ultimate price and lost their lives
while serving with KFOR.
During the ceremony COM
KFOR
awarded
10
French
soldiers, including Major Jérôme
Salado, commander of the French
company, with the NATO nonarticle five medal and praised their

French Ambassador in Kosovo, H.E. Maryse Daviet, Rear-Admiral Jean Baptiste
Dupuis and Major-General Salvatore Farina lay a wreath during the ceremony.
KFOR CHRONICLE 02/2014
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COM KFOR KLE

COM KFOR MEETS WITH ELECTED MAYOR OF
MITROVICË/MITROVICA SOUTH
On 18 February Major General Salvatore Farina conducted a meeting with the newly elected
Mayor of Mitrovicë/Mitrovica South, Mr. Agim Bahtiri.
The meeting was part of COM
KFORs ongoing Key Leader
Engagement (KLE) programme
under which Major-General
Farina has recently held meetings
with the newly elected mayors
in Zveçan/Zvečan, Leposaviq/
Leposavić and Zubin Potok.

on his election and thanked him for
the cooperation of the municipality
during the security operations
for the elections. During the
meeting they discussed the general
security and economic situation
in North and South Mitrovicë/
Mitrovica and the importance of
close cooperation between the

PICTURE: Giovanni DELLE CAVE(2)

This type of dialogue is essential
in order to gain an understanding
and an appreciation of the issues
impacting the local population
and also provides KFOR with the
opportunity to communicate with
the key people who are entrusted
as the democratically elected
representatives of the community.
Such engagements complement
the work of the Local Monitoring
Teams (LMTs) who ‘feel the pulse’
of the population and provide
valuable feedback for KFOR.
COM KFOR, while emphasising
the impartiality and neutral stance
of KFOR, congratulated Mr. Bahtiri

municipality, as the representatives
of the local population, and KFOR.
COM KFOR emphasised that
recent progress demonstrates that
by working together more can be
achieved for the people of Kosovo
Both agreed that socio-economic
progress is key to the stabilisation
and development and that the
maintenance of a safe and secure
environment is a prerequisite for
any form of development and
progress. Both parties discussed
potential
mechanisms
for
economic development including
the importance of Freedom of
Movement and infrastructural
developments for the free transfer
of people and products.
Major-General Farina and Mr.
Bahtiri concluded the meeting
agreeing on the value of Key
Leader Engagements and ensuring
that such meetings will continue
and expand in order to ensure
that progress made to date is
continuously developed for the
benefit of all the people in Kosovo.

Major-General Salvatore Farina is greeted by Mr. Agim Bahtiri.

10

KFOR CHRONICLE 02/2014

Story: Commandant Charlie Dineen

WINNERS OF 2013 KFOR PHOTO
COMPETITION CONTEST
st

1 Prize:
OR-2 Daniel Mlakar

Medevac of a Slovenian soldier
during an exercise at Camp Villaggio
Italia.

2nd Prize:
OR-4 Cubelli
Milan, son of the
Brestovic
village chief.

Honourable mention:
Béla Papp

3rd Prize:

LMT members distributing gifts
to children in Kuwait village near
Podujevo.

Panagiotis
Andreadis
Armenian CRC platoon in training at
Camp Rigas Fereos

Honourable mention:
OF- 2 Gianluca Greco
Returning home from school.
KFOR CHRONICLE 02/2014
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“KFOR ANNUAL PHOTO
Bela Papp

Delle Cave Giovanni

Christoph Bödi

Daniel Mlakar

Denis Senker

Fatih Uyarer

O

O

George Kotek

Gian Luigi IASCI

Groeger Richard

Juha Wedman

Jure Močivnik

Kälin Matthias

Lopedota Fabrizio Abele Mario

Maurizio Formisano

St

OR 4 Cubelli
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Pr

„
O COMPETITION 2013
Tummina Concorso

OR4 Galati

OF2 Greco

OF4 Prado

OR4 Guarnaccia

Oleksandr Bogdashkin

OR 6 Zoller Thomas

OR-6 Carlos Marques

Pramangioulis George

Samantha Parks

Stig Nilsen

Timothy J Meier

Panagiotis Andreadis

SPC Crabbe Stephanie

Vittorio Simonelli
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KTM

KTM INTEGRATES SLOVENIAN COMPANY
AND ACHIEVES FULL OPERATIONAL
CAPABILITY

PICTURE: KTM

After fifteen days of training, the KFOR Tactical Reserve Maneuver battalion (KTM) reached
Full Operational Capability (FOC) with its three maneuver companies. The integration of a 3rd
Company from Slovenia, known as K Coy and stationed at Camp Villagio Italia near Pec/Peja, was
fully achieved on 25 January.

Members of the Slovenian Company undergo fire phobia training.

The training and evaluation for
FOC was conducted over a 15 day
period and a number of different
training activities were performed.
Training commenced with a range
of presentations to the Slovenian
Company on theory including
the Techniques, Tactics and
Procedures (TTP) required within
the KTM. In addition to this,
an International Military Police
(IMP), a Freedom of Movement
Detachment (FOMD) and a Tactical
PsyOps Team (TPT) instructed the
members of the Slovenian Platoon.
14

The presentations were followed
by a static demonstration where all
KTM units were introduced and
instructed on the use of equipment
organic to the KTM for Crowd Riot
Control (CRC) operations.
The next phase was Fire Phobia
training where all KTM maneuver
companies were exposed to Molotov
cocktails in order to practice and
familiarize the personnel with the
TTP required to react effectively in
an operational CCR situation.
Between 18 and 21 January K
KFOR CHRONICLE 02/2014

Coy conducted FOMD training at
Camp Villagio Italia integrating the
removal of barricades and obstacles
into the TTPs. A critical element
in CCR training was the Signal
Training conducted at Camp Slim
Lines on 22 January. This tested
the interoperability of internal
communication equipment and
means within the KTM so vital
to operations in a multinational
environment.
Presentations
on the Area of Operations and
reconnaissance formed the final
training phase prior to the validation

PICTURE: KTM (2)

KTM

exercise at Camp Vrelo.
The validation exercise, ‘Gold
Saber,’ was held on 25 January and
ensured that the KTM HQ and
the three maneuver Companys
are familiar with and prepared for
their respective tasks in the Kosovo
theatre of operations.
The after action review that
followed, identified minor areas for

improvement and confirmed that the
Slovenian Platoon had successfully
integrated into the required TTP
in the KTM and has achieved Full
Operational Capability.
At the end of the exercise the KTM
commander, Lieutenant Colonel
Fernando Gonçalves, congratulated
all exercise participants on the

KFOR CHRONICLE 02/2014

success of the training and the
exercise. The KTM Commander
declared that the KTM was ready
to continue to meet the operational
tasks assigned by COM KFOR.
Hugo Ferreira
OF-2 Inf
KTM/S2
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LEGAD CONFERENCE

KFOR LEGAD CONFERENCE
On 23 January 2014 the headquarters of Multi-National Battle Group West (MNBG-W) “ Villaggio Italia”, located in the area of Belo Poje, hosted the first KFOR LEGAD (Legal Advisors)
conference of 2014.

The LEGAD conferences,
which take place at regular intervals, seek to encourage the
sharing of knowledge about the
complex legal issues faced by
the civilian and military legal
professionals working within
KFOR.
Twenty legal personnel from
KFOR headquarters, MNBG-W
and the Troop Contributing Nations attended the conference.
The Chief LEGAD of NATO
Joint Force Command in Naples, Colonel Kerry Wheelehann,
also attended the conference.
After the welcoming address by
MNBG-W´s Commander, Colonel Antonio Sgobba, KFOR´s
Chief LEGAD, Colonel Bruno
Arpaia, opened the conference
with greetings and opening remarks to the participants. He
introduced the main topics to be
discussed during the conference
and also introduced Mr. Ernst
Tschoepke, Director Office of
Legal Affairs of UNMIK.
16

Mr. Tschoepke gave a presentation on the recent developments
in relation to the land dispute in
the area around Decani Monastery and outlined the historical
background to the proceedings
before the courts in Kosovo. This
presentation was followed by an
open discussion and a fruitful
exchange of legal opinion. The
very interesting and topical issue
of the legal considerations associated with the hand-over and
closure of KFOR camps was also
dealt with at this stage of the conference.
Lieutenant Colonel Johannes
Schoepf, the KFOR LEGAD
Claims Officer and Captain Chiara Galli, the MNBW´s LEGAD,
provided detailed presentations
and a close examination of the
legal issues and implications associated with the zone of special
protection in Decani. The conference ended with a visit to Decani Monastery where the legal
Community took the opportuniKFOR CHRONICLE 02/2014

ty to familiarise themselves with
the disputed area. The constant
support of MNBG-W and JRDC was very much appreciated
and was essential for the success
of the conference.
A robust question and answer
session followed the presentations where the well informed
audience exchanged legal points
of view and opinions on the topics covered. This clearly demonstrated that the conference
had indeed achieved its goal of
providing KFOR legal officers
with the opportunity to consider
each other’s perspectives on the
complex legal issues associated
with the KFOR mission.
Finally, all participants expressed their deepest gratitude
and appreciation for the results
and agreed that it was a very
fruitful and beneficial conference.
Bruno ARPAIA OF-5
Chief Legad ITA-A

KFOR TURKISH COMPANY

TURKISH COMPANY COMPLETES EXTENDED
DEPLOYMENT TO NORTHERN KOSOVO

PICTURE: Turkish KFOR Contingent

The KFOR Turkish Company has recently completed an extended deployment to Northern Kosovo where they continued to provide a safe and secure environment on behalf of KFOR.

Part of the Turkish Armed
Forces Contingent in KFOR
consists of a Company located
at Camp Bondsteel along with
companies from Poland, Germany, France, the United States,
Ukraine, and Morocco. While
part of Multi-national Battle
Group East (MNBG-E), the Turkish Company is under the command of Army Aviation Task
Force.
But the Turkish Company does
not stay at Camp Bondsteel. It
regularly moves to northern Kosovo, and takes the responsibility of the camps in the vicinity
of Mitrovica/Mitrovice. In these camps, the Turkish Company conducts missions under the
command of the FCP (Forward
Command Post) at Camp Novo
Selo. The deployments normally
last for 20 days but due to recent
contingent rotations and withdrawals the Turkish Company
was required to complete a 60 day
rotation to the North between 05
December 2013 and 03 February 2014. When stationed in the
North of Kosovo the company

has three basic missions, Quick
Reaction Force (QRF), Camp
Security and other security missions, all of which may be occurring simultaneously.
The QRF must be prepared to
immediately react to any security incident while the security of
the camp also requires the manning of guard towers and entrance check points in the camps. The
security missions include ABL
patrols, route and zone patrols,
reconnaissance patrols, traffic
assessments and a variety of observation post manning requirements. While at Camp Nothing
Hill the Company also occupies
OP Cooke, conducts missions in
the Rudare region and participates in static traffic assessments.
When located at Camp Bondsteel, the Turkish Company has
an intensive training regime
which includes marksmanship
training, crowd and riot control
(CRC) training, fire phobia training, passive vehicle check point
(VCP) training, rules for the administrative boundary line patrol
(ABL), first aid training, medevac
KFOR CHRONICLE 02/2014

training, HOT/COLD training
and camp security training. The
Turkish Company remains at 1
hour notice to move from Camp
Bondsteel and are ready to be
deployed into any operational situation that they may be tasked
with in the KFOR theatre of operations.
The Turkish National Contingent Command located in Prizren provides logistic support for
repair, maintenance, communications, vehicle servicing, medical
and other transportation issues.
On completion of the successful
mission, the Turkish Company
Commander, Captain Sahin Bas,
commended his personnel for
their professionalism and commitment during the extended deployment to the North. Captain
Bas was especially pleased that his
company completed all assigned
missions without any accidents
and stated that they remain ready
for any future missions.
Captain Sahin Bas
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CSM VISIT

CSMS ACTIVITIES – BONDSTEEL VISIT

PICTURE: Vittorio SIMONELLI (2)

As part of the framework of activities for KFOR Sergeant Majors a familiarisation visit to Camp
Bondsteel, home of Multi-National Battle Group East (MNBG-E), took place on 07 February.

The meeting was organised to
coincide with the rotation of the
Senior Non-Commissioned Officers
(NCOs) of the 504th United States
Battlefield Surveillance Brigade
who were engaged in the Hand
Over Take Over (HOTO) process
with the outgoing personnel from
the 525th United States Battlefield
Surveillance Brigade.
The visit was an excellent opportunity
to meet the incoming Senior NCOs of
MNBG-E and to become familiar with
operations throughout the MNBG-E
Area of Operational Responsibility.
The familiarisation visit was a great
experience for all the senior NCOs,
especially because many senior NCOs
had never visited Camp Bondsteel
before.
The agenda included an operational
briefing, a tour to the Small Arms
Virtual Trainer, a tour of the Task
Force Medical Facility and a tour of
the Task Force Aviation Facility.
The visiting NCOs expressed their
sincere appreciation to MNBG-E
CSM, Sheryl Lyon, and the MNBG-E
Forward Command Post CSM,
Brian Hester, for the cooperation,
18

commitment and the outstanding
contribution made by the MNBG-E
soldiers, during their nine month tour
in Kosovo.
The KFOR Command Sergeant
Major, Francesco Cascella, stated, “ I
felt a deep sense of pride on this day as
I gazed upon those faces, eager to get
home, and for those incoming to get
started with their new duties. I wish all
personnel returning home, a safe and
sound return. I would like to honour
you all for your priceless service to the
“Joint Guardian” mission in Kosovo”.
The KFOR CSM expressed his sense
of pride and appreciation, on behalf
of the KFOR family, for the sacrifices
made by the outgoing MNBG-E

KFOR CHRONICLE 02/2014

personnel.
“As KFOR family, we remain forever
in your debt” stated the KFOR CSM.
The familiarisation visit was yet
another successful part of the KFOR
CSM framework of activities and it
brought to the attention of many the
commitment of KFOR MNBG-E.
“Once again I want to express my
gratitude to this great family of KFOR
and underline that the power of one,
if courageous and focused, is exciting,
however the power of many working
together, as our Motto says “More
Together”, is definitely a lot better”.
KFOR CSM
Francesco Cascella

DONATION TO CHILDREN

SIMPLE BUT INSPIRED PROJECT MAKES
CHILDREN SPARKLE
Captain Chris Kub from Germany’s military Radio, Andernach, had an idea to collect toys prior
to his KFOR deployment and distribute them while in Kosovo. Together with Switzerland’s LMT
(Liaison and Monitoring Team) in Prizren he was able to put this idea into practice.
Captain Kub described the
realization of his idea as the most
beautiful day of his KFOR service.
Just before Captain Kub deployed
as the chief editor of the German
contingent radio station, on what
would be his 4th tour of duty in
Kosovo, he developed the idea and
the aid project was born.
Radio Andernach is the troop support
radio station of the German armed
forces (Deutsche Bundeswehr) and
produces and transmits programs to
locations where the German forces
are deployed, such as Afghanistan
(ISAF) and Kosovo. Working within
KFOR, Radio Andernach transmits
the Kosovo part of his program live
from Camp Prizren.
Being away from home at Christmas
time and spending the holiday
period far away from his loved ones
is nothing new for the experienced
German officer. But as a father of a 5
year old daughter Captain Kub really
wanted to experience a little bit of
the Christmas atmosphere while on
deployment in Kosovo. He therefore
asked his friends and acquaintances
in Germany to send him functioning
second hand toys for distribution in
Kosovo.
At first it started with just a
few parcels but the momentum
gradually built-up to unprecedented
levels. Friends and neighbors retold
the story and some local schools
in Germany got involved from the
district of Arenbery in Koblenz,
Germany. Parents of many children
were excited by the project and sent
parcels galore, filling containers with
toys bound for the Balkans. In the
meantime the mail-administrating

center of the staff in the Field Camp
Prizren was flooded with parcels
addressed to Radio Andernach.
Following the projects approval
by the commander of the German
Forces, the radio Andernach
project received the support of the
German Civil Military Operations
Branch (S9) and the Swiss Liaison
and Monitoring Team (LMT) at
Prizren commenced the search
for deserving preschools in the
area. The Swiss LMT knew their
Area of Responsibility land were
invaluable during the preparation
and distribution phase.
After the project was approved by
the commander of the German
forces, Radio Andernach supported
by the German S9 branch (Civil
Military Operations) and by the
Swiss LMT (Liaison Monitoring
Team) Prizren, initiated a targeted
search for indigent preschools. The
Swiss Soldiers know their Area of
Responsibility (AOR) like the back
of their hand hence they were a great
help.
Delivery commenced on 16 January
and a delivery van packed with toys
and presents started its journey.
Under the direction of Captain
Arber Avdyli, the radio Andernach
project inspired by Captain Kub
KFOR CHRONICLE 02/2014

distributed the gifts to children in
the Bistrica valley and the district
of Prizren. Puzzles, small cars, soft
toys, caps, knapsacks, dolls and
much more made the little children’s
eyes sparkle.
For Captain Chris Kub and Staff
NCO (OR-5) Maxim Öhlenschläger
(Radio Andernach technician) it
was the absolute highlight of their
deployment in KFOR.
“When you see how happy the little
ones can be about second hand toys
even in 2014, that fills your eyes
with tears of joy. That was definitely
the most beautiful day in my latest
KFOR service!” Captain Kub stated.
It was a dignified end to the mission
for the Radio Andernach team
and a very good example of simple
and uncomplicated international
cooperation within KFOR family.
Together everything works better in
accordance with our KFOR motto“MORE TOGETHER”.
How can I receive Radio Andernach?
Greater Pristina:
107.7 MHz
Greater Prizren:
106.9 MHz

Christian GRABER
OR-8 SWISSCOY
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GERMAN CONTINGENT CHANGE
OF COMMAND CEREMONY
The ceremony to mark to change of command of the German
KFOR contingent took place in Prizren on 05 February. Germany
contributes the largest number of troops to the KFOR mission
with over 700 personnel currently serving in the Kosovo theatre
of operations. During the very impressive ceremony, RearAdmiral Rainer Brinkmann, Deputy Commander of Bundeswehr
Joint Forces Operations Command, transferred command from
Colonel Michael Stuber to Colonel Josef Jünemann.
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PICTURE: German KFOR Contingent

NATO Nations within KFOR
Albania, Bulgaria, Canada, Croatia, Czech Republic, Denmark,
Estonia, France, Germany, Greece,
Hungary, Italy, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovenia,
Turkey, United Kingdom, United
States.
Among the many distinguished
guests at the change of command
ceremony was the German deputy
Ambassador to Kosovo, Mr.
Mathias Kiesler.
During the ceremony Rear-Admiral
Brinkmann spoke very highly of
the outgoing Commander, Colonel
Stuber, stating that he had commanded
the contingent, in a multinational
environment, demonstrating the
sensitivity required to deal with the
political situation while ensuring that
the contingent was fully operational
at all times.
Rear-Admiral
Brinkmann
commended the performance of
the German troops stating, “You
have accomplished your mission in
exemplary fashion. For this reason,
you deserve my recognition and
KFOR CHRONICLE 02/2014

special gratitude”.
The outgoing Commander of the
German KFOR Contingent, Colonel
Michael Stuber, expressed his
appreciation to the German, Austrian,
and Swiss soldiers for their excellent
cooperation and comradeship.
Colonel Stuber also thanked the
many dignitaries who attended the
ceremony stating that their attendance
is a sign of their commitment and
close relationship with the German
KFOR soldiers. He congratulated the
incoming contingent commander
and he wished the new German
contingent “energy, luck and God’s
blessing” for the duration of their
KFOR deployment.
Gerd Broich
Lieutenant Colonel

PROFILES

MILITARY EDUCATION: I joined the Swedish Armed Forces in 1987
and started as an air surveillance officer. Since then I’ve spent 10 years working with education & training along with exercise planning and the last 6
years have been dedicated to the implementation of gender within armed
forces. Before coming to Kosovo I was course director at NCGM which is
the NATO department for all gender curricula within NATO, educating
officers from all over the world on how to use gender perspectives.
ABOUT THE MISSION: Since I have educated on gender perspectives in
military operations for some time now it is very good to be able to verify
that our education is valid and relevant, a quality check so to say. It’s nice
to work with “real persons with real stories” and not only being in an educational environment.

Name:
Rank:

Lotta Ekvall

FAMILY REACTIONS: My three grown up kids, two daughters and a

OF-3 son always support me as they think the work I’m doing is very important.

My fiancée has conducted several foreign missions and is right now serving in Africa, Mali within a European Union Training Mission and is alKFOR Unit: Gender Advisor to ways very supportive.

Nationality:

Sweden

COM KFOR

HOBBIES: As recreation I love to spend time restoring and renovating
our old house and cottage, performing all kinds of handicraft along with
taking our motorbikes out for a ride. I’m most at ease when I have my family around and we spend time talking and cooking as I am fortunate to
have two good chefs in the family, my fiancée and my son.

MILITARY EDUCATION: I joined the Ukrainian Cadet Engineering
Military Institute in 1993 and graduated in 1997. In 2004 I conducted a
Military Observers course and during my first mission in Iraq in 2006 I
completed a Force Protection Engineering course. From 2009 to 2011 I
studied in the Ukrainian Military Defence Academy where I completed
my Command Engineering Course.
PICTURE: Afrim Hajrullahu

ABOUT THE MISSION: This is my second operational mission outside of the Ukraine having served in Iraq between 2006 and 2007 where I
worked on force protection projects. My role within the JLSG in Kosovo is
to coordinate logistical and engineering projects in close cooperation with
JENG. I also coordinate combat engineer Freedom of Movement support
on behalf of the JLSG.

Name:

Yevhen Lobatiuk

FAMILY REACTION: I am very fortunate to have a wife and two child-

Nationality:

OF-4 ren. My daughter is fourteen years old and my son is seven years old. They
Ukraine are very proud of my service in Kosovo and are very supportive providing

KFOR Unit:

JLSG JLOC continuous encouragement to me. I have 10 months of my 12 month de-

Rank:

SO ENG

ployment remaining but this period seems short due to the fantastic support of my family at home.

HOBBIES: During my spare time I love all sports but volleyball is my preferred sport. I play with other members of the Ukrainian Contingent here
in Kosovo. I also enjoy running and keeping fit.
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SUDOKU

slightly

medium

difficult

very difficult
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MEDIUM

The three areas (row, column, block) are equally units
or groups.

VERY DIFFICULT

The task is to fill in the blanks of the puzzle so that in
each of nine rows, columns and blocks of each digit from
1 to 9 appears only once.

SLIGHTLY

Solutions NOVEMBER

DIFFICULT

Rules:
The standard consists of a grid Sudoku field with 3 × 3
blocks, which are each divided into 3 × 3 fields, a total of
81 fields in 9 rows and 9 columns. In some of these fields
at the beginning digits 1 to 9 are registered (“targets“).

PICTURE OF THE MONTH

PICTURE OF THE MONTH

DECEMBER 2013
Contribute to the
KFORChronicle!

FEB 2013
Swiss Air Force Eurocopter
Cougar AS 532UL Mk1.
Equipment used:
SONY DSLR-A300 / Lens
100-300mm ISO 800
PTE OR-3 MERONI Giacomo
Deputy Teamleader
LMT S2 - MALISEVO
Swiss Armed Forces

Just send your photos to kforchronicle@hq.kfor.nato.
int by the 25th of the month explaining where you took
the photo and what equipment you used. We will then
select one of the submitted images and publish it in
that edition of the Chronicle.
You will be immortalized in the KFOR Chronicle !
Is that not something to be proud of?

Sincerely
The Chronicle Team
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