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DCOM KFOR
OPENING ADDRESS
On the 1st of October, I commenced my new
assignment as the Deputy Commander of the
twentieth KFOR rotation. It is a great honour
not only for me, but also for my country and the
Hungarian Defence Forces. As this is my third
tour of duty here, I have a strong attachment
to Kosovo. In 1999, I served as Liaison Officer
to the Guard and Security Battalion, and in
2007, I returned as Commander of that unit.
In my past appointment as Chief of J3 at the
Hungarian Defence Forces General Staff, I had
certain responsibilities related to KFOR. I am
excited and privileged to serve here again.
Lots of things have changed in Kosovo since
my first assignment, and the posture of KFOR
is quite different from my first tour in 1999.
The mandate and the endeavour of this mission
however, have not changed. KFOR as third
responder in Kosovo, requires not only tactical
units, but effective non-kinetic capabilities
as well. I am confident that the development
of non-kinetic capabilities, coupled with
the synchronisation of our assets, and the
professionalism of the KFOR community
will continue to guarantee a safe and secure
environment and freedom of movement for all.
The success of our mission depends not only
on our devotion to this cause, but on our close
cooperation with our international partners
and the Institutions in Kosovo. That is why I
shall make every effort as Deputy Commander,
to strengthen the connection with the relevant
International Organisations (IOs), NonGovernmental Organisations (NGOs) and
Institutions in Kosovo (IiK).
In my other international assignments such
as Iraq and Afghanistan, I was driven by my
professional and personal conviction, and was
inspired by the motivation of my colleagues.
This gave me the strength to perform my duties

and accomplish my mission to the best of my
ability. This is the attitude which I expect from
my subordinates. My first impression of KFOR
has been very positive. I am focusing my efforts
and I am ready to work with the Headquarters
staff and all KFOR personnel in order to carry
out our mission as expected by COM KFOR.
We all know that change is the only constant
in life. For that reason I am honoured to serve
with all of you and to be a member of the
KFOR community contributing positively to
“SHAPING THE CHANGE”.

Brigadier General Ferenc Korom
Deputy Commander Kosovo Force
HUN A
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MNBG-E

OPERATION STONEWALL
KFOR AND KOSOVO POLICE FACE
EMERGENCY RESPONSE SCENARIO

dispatched out the Camp Bondsteel gate, and arrived at the scene
to join the line of KP forces. With
shields and batons, the combined
team of Kosovar and Turkish professionals controlled the situation
and pulled role-players aside one
by one until the violent situation
had dissolved.

PICTURE: Staff Sgt. Mary Junell (2)

This exercise incorporated more
than 350 personnel from across
several agencies including KFOR’s
U.S. and Turkish soldiers, as a way
to practice their ability to ensure
a safe and secure environment
through combined planning and
response to a complex event.
The scenario began with a hectic
scene, calling for first responders
to secure the scene of a bus accident and provide emergency
care to three critically wounded
citizens. After simulating an air
medevac using MNBG-E aviation assets, emergency responders
moved aside to allow KOSOVO
Police (KP) crowd riot control
personnel to confront a frenzied gathering of rioters, played
by German KFOR soldiers. As
the violent confrontation escalated, KP leaders placed a request
for KFOR support to the nearby
MNBG-E headquarters at Camp
Bondsteel, outside Ferizaj. Turkish soldiers were immediately
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One of Operation Stonewall’s
key learning points was to help
MNBG-E leaders and soldiers
understand the KP’s lead role in
handling civil unrest, and give
them an opportunity to run
through the logistics of responding to a request for emergency
support from KFOR troops.

MNBG-E

“The intent for conducting these
drills is so that all operating forces
can gain some experience and
understanding of the procedures
and roles involved during escalated incidents of civil disturbances
when assisting the KP,” said Lt.
Col. Jeffrey LaPierre, who commands MNBG-E’s SCP.
“In a situation like this, the KP
are the incident commanders and
key players because of their familiarity with the environment, and
because they are capable of performing these duties,” LaPierre
said. “Conducting these exercises
gives the KP and KFOR a chance to test each other’s capabilities,
but also provides a chance to exchange tactics on getting the job
done,” said the Ferizaj regional director of the KP, Lt. Col. Gazmend
Hoxha. “What’s more important
about this is that we can see how
we respond to the situation and
how all the operating forces work
together,” Hoxha said.

PICTURE: Staff Sgt. Mary Junell (3)

Sgt. Erick Yates
OR-6 US A
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CMLT

DANCON MARCH IN CMLT

physical and/or psychological
injuries incurred while on active
service.
The participation of KFOR
troops alongside EULEX and
KSF personnel was particularly
welcome. Nine hundred and

seventy five (975) personnel from
thirteen (13) nations proved that
this event is especially popular
among soldiers in Kosovo. Each
participant had to carry the
mandatory 10kg weight and
the Danish organizers weighed

PICTURE: PAO JRD N (2)

On the 17th of October 2015,
the Danish Platoon which is
responsible for security at Camp
Maréchal de Lattre de Tassigny
(CMLT) in Novo Selo, organized
the infamous 25 Km ‘DANCON
MARCH’. The first ‘DANCON
MARCH’ was held in 1972 in
Cyprus and since then the event
has become a tradition wherever
Danish troops are deployed.
The event has been organized
in Kosovo, Afghanistan, Iraq,
Eritrea, Estonia, Lebanon and
many other countries throughout
the world.
The purpose of the march is
to raise funds for the Danish
Veteran’s Organization.
This
organization supports Danish
soldiers who have been injured
in international operations and
now are battling with either
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CMLT

the pack of every participant, in
order to provide a level playing
field for all.
Four water and snack posts along
the route were a welcome sight
for the participants as they made
their way through the rugged
terrain. The first participant
who successfully completed
the march was OF-1 Szeloch
Lukasz from Poland, in a time
of 02:35:18, second was OR-7
Thristan Theilig from Germany
in 02:43:26 and third was again
from Poland EULEX OR-5 Rafal
Wierzbicki, in 02:56:14.
The reward for each one of the
participants who finished the
march was a medal, a diploma
and of course the joy of the
participation. Well done to all the
organisers and congratulations
to all those that participated.

PICTURE: PAO JRD N (3)

Capt. Theofilos Sarampasinas
OF-2 GRC
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KTM

EXERCISE “FOX IV”

also provided the opportunity to
practice interoperability between
the Hungarian and Portuguese
companies, and also with several
other KFOR elements that
participated in this exercise.
These elements included the
Tactical Psyops Team (TPT), the

International Military Police (IMP)
and the Freedom of Movement
Detachment (FOMD) and the
Explosive Ordnance Disposal Team
(EOD).
The exercise organizers, rioters
and all participants deserve
great credit for the commitment

PICTURE: Afrim Hajrullahu

The KFOR Tactical Reserve
Manoeuvre
Battalion
(KTM)
conducted exercise FOX IV, in
Camp Slim Lines and Camp Vrelo,
from 14 to 16 October 2015. The
purpose of this exercise was to
validate to COMKFOR that KTM
has reached Full Operational
Capability (FOC).
The scenario was based on a
violent protest in an urban area
with road blocks on a Main
Supply Route (MSR) creating
significant Freedom of Movement
(FOM) issues. KTM was tested in
Level I and Level II deployment,
reacting to FOM violations and
a significant deterioration of the
security situation. This provided
a
realistic
and
challenging
operational backdrop with which
to evaluate KTM’s Command and
Control (C2), Crowd Riot Control
(CRC) and Tactics Technics and
Procedures (TTPs). This exercise

8
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KTM

and professionalism displayed
throughout this challenging and
physically demanding exercise.
KFOR’s Deputy Commander,
Brigadier General Ferenc Korom
(HUN) was present for the field
training phase of the exercise
and addressed all participants
on completion of the exercise.
He praised the professionalism,
devotion and courage of KTM’s
personnel, both in the planning and
execution of exercise FOX IV. Much
to the surprise and appreciation
of the Portuguese contingent,
Brigadier
General
Korom
addressed them in Portuguese,
and emphasized the importance of
KTM’s readiness as KFOR’s Tactical
Reserve to be employed throughout
KOSOVO under the motto of “Two
Nations, One Force”.

PICTURE: Afrim Hajrullahu (3)

Capt. António Pedro
Lopes Monteiro
OF - 2 PRT A
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MSU

COMMANDER‘S TRANSFER OF AUTHORITY
CEREMONY AT THE MSU REGIMENT
“Sot i themi lamtumirë një lideri shumë nderuar dhe me përvojë të madhe”
“Today we say goodbye to a very honoured and experienced leader”
... so the major daily press states after the Commander’s transfer of authority ceremony, held at the MSU
Regiment in Pristina, between COL Francesco Maria Chiaravalloti and COL Paolo Coletta.
As COL Chiaravalloti departs he
reflects on his experiences during
his operational service in Kosovo
“My first mission to Kosovo was in
2003, when I deployed as Chief of
Staff of a Multinational Specialised
Unit. Twelve years have passed since
my first deployment and while some

Capt. Massimiliano Rizzo
OF-2 ITA A

10

things remain the same, Kosovo has
evolved significantly throughout
this period. When I reflect upon
the Kosovo of 2003, my memories
are that of a country still devastated
by the recent war and struggling
to transition to a safe and peaceful
society. At that time, KFOR had a
significant operational footprint

PICTURE: OR-6 Perna , OR-5 Denicola (2)

On the 13th October 2015, the
transfer of authority ceremony
for the MSU Regiment took place
between outgoing MSU Commander
COL Francesco Maria Chiaravalloti
to incoming Commander COL
Paolo Coletta. This event attracted
many dignitaries including the
General Commander of the Italian
Carabinieri Corp – LTG Tullio del
Sette, the Commander of NATO
Forces in Kosovo – MG Guglielmo
Luigi Miglietta and the Italian
Ambassador to Kosovo - H.E.
Andreas Ferrarese. Other guests
included the Minister of Internal
Affairs of Kosovo – Mr. Skender
Hyseni, the UNMIK Head of
Mission - H.E. Zahir Tanin, as well
as representatives of EULEX, OSCE,
international organizations and
members of parliament. The MSU
Commander’s transfer of authority
ceremony provided the opportunity
to donate a fully equipped ambulance,
to the General Directorate of the
Kosovo Police. During the ceremony
COL Chiaravalloti handed over the
vehicle keys to the Chief of Kosovo
Police, Mr. Shpend Maxuni.
The new MSU Commander, COL
Coletta, takes over this position with
considerable overseas operational
experience. He has participated in 11
international missions with “Althea”
in Bosnia-Herzegovina his most
recent deployment.
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MSU

PICTURE: OR-6 Perna , OR-5 Denicola (3)

with five Multinational Brigades and
a robust MSU comprised of highly
trained and skilled soldiers.
Thankfully, the security situation
has gradually improved through the
work of KFOR in close cooperation
with EULEX and the Kosovo Police.
With the reduction in KFOR’s
numbers between 2003 and 2015, I
have observed contingents of various
nations,
including
non-NATO
countries, all carrying out their daily
service in a highly commendable way.
Italy has played a prominent role in
leading KFOR and I had the privilege
of serving with three Italian KFOR
Commanders: LTG Fabio Mini, MG
Francesco Figliuolo and our current
COMKFOR, MG Guglielmo Luigi
Miglietta.
KFOR and its Carabinieri, even
though reduced in numbers,
have always been a symbol of the
supremacy of the law and of duty. The
Carabinieri have worked tirelessly
in the interest of peace and stability,
with the people, for the people and
among the people of Kosovo. The
blue uniform of the Carabinieri
continues to be a symbol of “security
at hand” be it at Austerlitz Bridge in
Mitrovica, or on the streets of Italy.
‘Pristina is nice in the evening’
headlined a crime novel written by
Judge Gallo, an Italian, who once
served in Kosovo. Indeed this is true!
The abiding memory that I will take
with me about Pristina of 2015, is a
city with renewed vitality that has
just started to live again.
It has been a great privilege to serve
here again and to command the MSU.
I extend my sincere thanks to you all
and as we say in Italian ‘In bocca al
lupo’ (Good luck!!!)”.

Col. Chiaravalloti
OF-5 ITA A
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A VISUAL OVERVIEW

Decan, 06 October
2015. KFOR
Commander, Major
General Guglielmo
Luigi Miglietta,
Decan municipality
mayor Rasim
Selmanaj open a new
KFOR investmentroad which leads to
mineral spring in
Decan.

PICTURE: OR-6 Perna , OR-5 Denicola (3)

Pristina, 05 October
2015. KFOR
Commander, Major
General Guglielmo
Luigi Miglietta
welcomed the
Parliamentary State
Secretary to the
Federal Minister
of Defence of the
Federal Republic
of Germany, Mr
Markus Grübel, at
KFOR Headquarters.
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A VISUAL OVERVIEW

Pristina, 16 October
2015. Major General
Guglielmo Luigi
Miglietta, KFOR
Commander,
welcomed JFC
Naples Commander
Admiral Ferguson
and both flew to
the KFOR military
base in Prizren, in
the southern part of
Kosovo.

PICTURE: OR-6 Perna , OR-5 Denicola (2)

Pristina, 07 October
2015. KFOR
Commander, Major
General Guglielmo
Luigi Miglietta visits
Don Bosco Institute in
Pristina.
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MNBG W

SLOVENIAN CHALLENGE CUP
Testing physical and military skills and fostering “esprit de corps”
and Kosovo Security Forces.
Fourteen teams from eight different
nations including three EULEX
and one KSF team battled it out in
difficult weather conditions for this
prestigious prize.
Each team had five members and
together they had to overcome
a range of mental and physical
activities.
Endurance,
fitness,
teamwork and military skills were
tested in a range of challenges
including: the combat fitness test,

a 10-kilometer march, a 25-meters
truck pull, shooting, individual first
aid and CASEVAC drills.
COMKFOR, Major General
Guglielmo
Luigi
Miglietta,
watched the race and during his
visit he met with the Slovenian
National Contingent Commander,
Lieutenent Colonel Bostjan Mocnik
and many of the participants.
The Challenge Cup was won by
the KSF team from 2nd Battalion,
Quick Reaction Brigade. Team

PICTURE:PAO MBG E (2)

On the 8th of October the Slovenian
contingent, based in Camp Villaggio
Italia, organized the “Slovenian
Challenge Cup”. This is an annual
event in the Slovenian Armed
Forces where units challenge each
other in a variety of military skills
and drills. This is only the third
time that the event has been held
in an international environment.
The Slovenian contingent kindly
extended an invitation not only to
all KFOR units, but also to EULEX
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PICTURE:PAO MBG W (2)

MNBG W

team and the Slovenian team got
the third place. Well done to all that
participated in this challenge and
congratulations to the Slovenian
contingent for organizing such a

successful event.
Capt. Valerio Gargiulo
OF-2 ITA A

PICTURE: OR-6 Perna , OR-5 Denicola (3)

Leader Cpl. Binak Podrimqaku
found the event to be very tough
but “it was a very good feeling when
we found out we had won the cup”.
Second place went to the Austrian
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JLSG

JOINT LOGISTIC SUPPORT GROUP
CHANGE OF COMMAND
Pristina, 3rd October 2015 KFOR
Commander, Major General Guglielmo
Luigi Miglietta, presided over the change of
command ceremony, to mark the handover
within KFOR Joint Logistic Support Group
(JLSG) in Camp Film City.
The ceremony marked the handover of JLSG
Command between the outgoing Colonel
Woehl-Danzinger and the incoming Colonel
Zauner. The Joint Logistic Support Group is
a KFOR logistic unit. This unit is comprised
of personnel from 16 different nations which
provide logistic support to all KFOR units
throughout all Kosovo.
During this period JLSG conducted several
infrastructural projects in KFOR Camps. This
unit developed the Helicopter Base at Pristina
Airport, carried out driver training, personnel
transportation, supply and fuel delivery and
several Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD)
operational activities.
In his speech, Major General Miglietta
commended the soldiers of JLSG for
their extensive list of accomplishments
achieved during Colonel Woehl-Danzinger’s
leadership.

PICTURE: OR-6 Perna , OR-5 Denicola (4)

Capt. Massimiliano Rizzo
OF-2 ITA A
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KFOR TACTICAL MANOEUVRE BATTALION
CHANGE OF COMMAND
On 5th October 2015 COM KFOR, Major
General Guglielmo Luigi Miglietta, presided over
the change of command ceremony of the KFOR
Tactical Manoeuvre Battalion in Slim Lines Camp, in
Pristina. The ceremony marked the official handover
of the post of KFOR Tactical Manoeuvre Battalion
Commander from Lieutenant Colonel Jorge Ferreira
to Lieutenant Colonel Carlos Macieira.
After six months the Portuguese Mobile Gun System
has been replaced by the 2nd Mechanized Infantry
Battalion. Many military authorities representing
KFOR contributing nations attended the ceremony.
During his speech, COM KFOR stressed the high
level of professionalism and outstanding performance
showed by KTM Portuguese personnel during their
tour in Kosovo.
KFOR Tactical Manoeuvre Battalion is a unit
comprised of Portuguese and Hungarian soldiers,
supporting KFOR’s mandate to ensure freedom of
movement and a safe and secure environment in
Kosovo according to UN resolution 1244.

PICTURE: OR-6 Perna , OR-5 Denicola (3)

Capt. Massimiliano Rizzo
OF-2 ITA A
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KSF

RUN WITH KSF 10 KM - GJAKOVA
A REAL COMMUNITY SUCCESS
On Sunday 4th October 2015, over 600 runners participated in the very successful ‘Run with KSF 10KM’
through the historical town of Gjakova. Over 50 KFOR personnel drawn from 15 nations supported this
inaugural event.
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Lieutenant Colonel Jones was
very happy with the outcome and
commented that “It was a great
success from start to finish with
a fantastic turnout and much
needed money raised for Gjakova
charities.” He congratulated the
KSF officers that organised the
event “The young KSF officers
did a great job in making the
event happen and it is now
planned that ‘Run with KSF’ will
become an annual event, taking
place in a different town or city
each year.” Lieutenant Colonel
Jones also acknowledged KFOR’s
support of the event and paid
tribute to all those that assisted
in its organisation.

Maj. Colin Lawlor
OF-3 IRL A
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PICTURE: Lt Col. David Jones (4)

The run was initially the idea of
Lieutenant Colonel David Jones,
Adviser to Commander KSF,
as a way of promoting healthy
living. This was a community
project for young KSF officers to
co-ordinate and organise a fund
raising event for local charities. In
hindsight, it was a good decision
to move away from having it as
another Pristina centric event
and move to another part of
Kosovo. Working in partnership
with
Mimoza
Kusari-Lila,
Mayor of Gjakova, and drawing
upon generous funding from
the Devolli Group to purchase
t-shirts and other items, it was
decided the run would take place
in Gjakova town.
The event went very smoothly
on a beautifully hot October
morning, with high quality local
athletes taking all the spoils.
Randma Risto OR-8 Estonian
contingent, was the highest
place KFOR member finishing
in an excellent second place
overall. This was a fast course
and many individuals beat their
personal best time; ran 10 KM
for the first time or just took in
the atmosphere of a fun packed
day and worthwhile community
event. The most important aspect
was that €4,000 was raised for
children’s charities in and around
Gjakova, especially organisations
working alongside Ashkali and
Romani communities.

HSG

HSG CHANGE OF COMMAND

PICTURE: OR-6 Perna , OR-5 Denicola (3)

On the 6th October 2015 the HSG Change of
Command ceremony took place between Col. O’
Dwyer and Col. Cudmore of the Irish Defence Forces.
This brought to a close Col. O’Dwyer’s fifteen month
tour of duty in Kosovo. The Change of Command
ceremony was attended by COMKFOR and also many
guests to witness the ceremony and also to wish Col.
O’ Dwyer the best of luck in his future endeavours.
This turnout was testament to the popularity of Col.
O’ Dwyer and the high regard with which he was held
by all that served with him in KFOR.
The Change of Command ceremony also saw the
changeover of Site Manager from Sgt. Major Johnny
Murray to Sgt. Major Mark Fitzsimons. Sgt. Major
Murray had completed a six month tour of duty as
the HSG Site Manager, which is a very challenging
appointment with responsibility for all the facilities
in Camp Film City. As Sgt. Major Fitzsimons takes
up the appointment I am sure that he will relish
the challenge that the new appointment brings. He
brings a huge amount of overseas experience with
him as this is his seventeenth overseas tour of duty.
The ceremony took place at 19:00hrs in the multifunctional tent in Camp Film City. The members of
HSG were present on parade as well as an honour
guard from the Greek Guard who are part of the HSG
group. Col. O’ Dwyer addressed the audience and
expressed his thanks to his staff and to the previous
and current COM KFOR for their leadership and
guidance given to him throughout his tenure as HSG
Commander.
The ceremony concluded with the traditional
passing of the colours from the outgoing Sgt. Major to
the outgoing HSG Commander, then to the incoming
HSG Commander and finally to the incoming HSG
Sgt. Major. At the conclusion of the ceremony Col.
Cudmore requested permission from COM KFOR
to dismiss the parade. The parade was followed by
a social reception in the Irish Club House. The staff
at the KFOR Chronicle would like to wish Col. O’
Dwyer every good wish in his upcoming retirement
from the Irish Defence Forces.

Maj. John O’Brien
OF-3 IRL A
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area of responsibility. The contents
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Just send your photos to:
kforchronicle@hq.kfor.nato.int by the 25th
of the month explaining where you took the
photo and what equipment you used. We will
then select one of the submitted images and
publish it in the next edition of the Chronicle.
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Contribute to the
KFORChronicle!

You will be immortalised in the KFOR Chronicle !
Is that not something to be proud of?
Sincerely
The Chronicle Team
KFOR CHRONICLE 10/2015

Sunset

Equipment Used:
Canon 7D Mark II
picture2: f22 1/80 Iso 500
Raffaele De Nicola
OR-5 ITA A

PROFILES

Military Education: I joined Turkish Army from Kuleli Military High
School in 1997 and graduated in 2001. I then joined the Land Forces Academy Gendarmerie and completed my training in 2005 and was commissioned as 2-Lt. I attended several training courses throughout my career and
completed both the Basic Commando and Specialist Commando courses in
Istanbul. I was a Commando Company Commander in Sirnak in eastern
Turkey for two years. My most recent appointment was Prison Police Company Commander based in Istanbul.
About the Mission: My role in KFOR is Staff Officer Media Operations.
The job is both challenging and interesting as I must read vast quantities of
media reports relating to the mission here. This work helps to inform Com
KFOR and his staff of the current media situation.

Name:

Buran Kazim Family Reaction: I am married to Esra and we have a beautiful son Teoman

Rank:

OF – 2

Nationality:

Turkish

Unit:

who is two and a half years old. They have been very supportive of me during this deployment and I stay in contact with them through Facetime and
Whatsap.

PAO Branch Hobbies: I like all outdoor sports and enjoy keeping fit. I also like music and
reading in my spare time.

Military Education: : I was called up in 2008 for the basic training as an
infantryman. After 21 weeks I finished basic training and I was posted to the
Mountain Infantry Company 77/2 in the most eastern part of Switzerland.
In 2011 I was promoted in the rank of a PFC and to a deputy squad leader.
In 2016, I will finish my regular duty, but I intend to attend Sergeant Major
school after my deployment to KFOR.

Name:

About the Mission: I am a LMT Observer in the Joint Regional Detachment
North in Mitrovica. With our team leader we plan and organise meetings
with different key leaders in our area of responsibility. The main aim of these
meetings is to gather information about the general situation and the living
Baldegger Daniel conditions within the municipality.

Rank:

OR-3 Family Reaction: I have their full support for this mission. They are looking

Nationality:
KFOR UNIT:

SWISS forward to my return so I can to share my experiences with them.
JRD-N LMT Hobbies: In summer, I really like to play golf and in the winter I spend a

lot of time skiing in the beautiful Swiss mountains. In my civilian life I am
a member of the fire department in our city. This is more of a passion than
hobby; because it is a 24/7 job and you never know when you will be required to help someone in need.
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SUDOKU

slightly

medium

difficult

very difficult

22

KFOR CHRONICLE 10/2015

MEDIUM

The three areas (row, column, block) are equally units
or groups.

VERY DIFFICULT

The task is to fill in the blanks of the puzzle so that in
each of nine rows, columns and blocks of each digit from
1 to 9 appears only once.

SLIGHTLY

Solutions September

DIFFICULT

Rules:
The standard consists of a grid Sudoku field with 3 × 3
blocks, which are each divided into 3 × 3 fields, a total of
81 fields in 9 rows and 9 columns. In some of these fields
at the beginning digits 1 to 9 are registered (“targets“).

RADIO K4
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