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DCOM KFOR’S OPENING ADDRESS

DCOM KFOR’S
OPENING ADDRESS
To some extent it seems that Kosovo is developing
in an unfortunate direction. Pessimists could say
“Kosovo Albanians are going out, Foreign Fighters
are coming in, economy – living conditions – are
going down and people’s frustration – shown in
demonstrations, even violent ones – are going
up”. There is some truth in it, no doubt.
But challenges are at the same time opportunities
too. I am quite confident that the recent wave of
emigration will be heard as a wake-up call by
leaders responsible for this country. One cannot
blame the international community or the interethnic situation for the failure in creating better
conditions for a developing economy any longer.
It became clear to the whole world that people
are emigrating, not for security purposes, but for
economic and other reasons.
Speaking of security: KFOR’s mission is
neither state building nor facilitating economic
development, it is providing security and not as
the main responder. In this regard, we fortunately
face a quite positive development: Kosovo
Police seem to be able to act as an effective First
Responder in security issues. They performed well
on any occasion I had the opportunity to see them
executing their duties: in the Silver Sabre Exercise,
in the last violent demonstrations downtown
Pristina and in their commitment and willingness
to prevent any inter-ethnic clashes. I was impressed
by the appropriate manner the Kosovo Police used
their Rules of Engagement in order to contain the
situation. Using balanced force is also a key element
in CRC operations of KFOR. We should pay special
attention to this issue, as large demonstrations
may occur again in the future, requiring KFOR
engagement.
The first half of my tour to Kosovo is almost over.
I have seen and learned a lot, and regardless of
what I said in the first paragraph, I have the feeling
that the international and national players are

interacting and cooperating quite well. COM
KFOR’s Key Leader Engagements and the close
and pro-active cooperation on all levels through
the chain of command contribute, in my personal
view, remarkably to this fact. I have the impression
that the new government is facing and handling
the huge challenges in an active and responsible
manner – in other countries there is a “100 day
period of grace” for new governments, this one
could not even enjoy a month of orientation and
familiarisation. And last but not least, I learned
that KFOR is a well-organized and well-trained
Force. Its actions and operations are pro-active,
well-thought-out and well-conducted and it
remains vigilant. We are constantly anticipating the
unknown. We stand as a reliable Third Responder.
I have the honour, together with you all in the KFOR
family, to serve in the most valued organisation
among all the international institutions here in this
country. For Kosovo’s sake let us carry on living our
motto: “EXAMPLE, ENDEAVOUR, ENTRUST”.
Brigadier General Anton Waldner
Deputy Commander Kosovo Force
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SACEUR

SUPREME ALLIED COMMANDER
EUROPE VISITS KFOR
“Thank you for what you are doing here on this base and in this country” SACEUR,
19th February 2015
On the 19th February 2015 the
Supreme Allied Commander
Europe (SACEUR) General Philip M. Breedlove visited Camp
“Film City” NATO KFOR Headquarters (HQ) in Pristina.
General Breedlove who was accompanied by Admiral Mark E.
Ferguson III Commander JFC
Naples was warmly welcomed by
KFOR Commander, Major General Francesco Paolo Figliuolo.
Following the protocol ceremony General Breedlove was briefed
by the KFOR Commander and
the international HQ Staff on the
latest developments in the current security and socio-political
situation in Kosovo. In particular,
the important results achieved by
KFOR in ensuring a safe and a secure environment, which allows
for the development of better social and economic conditions for
all citizens of Kosovo, was highlighted.
Following the briefing, General
Breedlove had the opportunity to
meet the “Quint Ambassadors”
of France, Germany, Italy, the
United Kingdom and the United
States and the Representatives of
the International Community in
Kosovo - namely UNMIK Special Representative, EU Special
Representative, EULEX and the
OSCE Heads of Mission.
PICTURE: Afrim Hajrullahu (3)

During the visit, SACEUR also
spoke to KFOR service-members
deployed in Camp “Film City”. He
expressed his satisfaction for the
outstanding results achieved by
KFOR in improving the overall
4

KFOR CHRONICLE 02/2015

SACEUR

of its soldiers. He took questions
from the floor which he answered
charismatically allowing troops

the opportunity to engage with
him. He readily commended
KFOR service-members, stating
that “this nation needs an opportunity to grow; you give this nation the time and space to do that”.
The visit concluded with a Press
conference with local and international media where SACEUR
took the time to answer a series
of important questions posed by
journalists.
Commandant Roisin Condron
OF-3 IRL A

PICTURE: Afrim Hajrullahu (3)

security situation in Kosovo and
he also expressed his thanks for
the professionalism and devotion
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NATO KFOR EOD

EXPLOSIVE ORDNANCE DISPOSAL
OPERATION ON MT.GOLES
NATO KFOR EOD units under the command of KFOR HQ JENGR conducted a combined open
demolition operation in support of Kosovo Police.

KFOR´s Austrian, Moldovan,
Swiss, Ukrainian and USA EOD
Teams and the KP’s IEDD Team
participated in the operation. All
personnel involved went to great
lengths to ensure that the activities
were executed in a safe and secure
manner. More than 80 (eighty)
separate pieces and different types
of weapons and explosive ordnance
were destroyed. These items were
seized by KP during its activities
and cleared for final disposal by the
Kosovo Court of Law. The EOD

6

PICTURE: Afrim Hajrullahu

An Explosive Ordnance Disposal
(EOD) operation was conducted
in the last week of January by
KFOR EOD units in conjunction
with the Kosovo Police (KP) and
the Improvised Explosive Device
Disposal (IEDD) Unit at the KP
demolition range on Mt. Goles.

operation lasted a few hours during
the day and all the planned activities
were successfully accomplished.
The operation was carefully
coordinated
and
all
EOD
commanders agreed on a logical
flow of activities. The initial phase
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included a comprehensive safety
brief and then KP installed the
safety and security cordon while
a KFOR medic crew was ready to
provide the necessary support if
required.
The main goal of this combined

NATO KFOR EOD

EOD operation was to maintain a safe and secure
environment in Kosovo by ensuring that all seized
weapons and explosive ordnance were destroyed and
will no longer be available to facilitate armed violence.
It also demonstrated the high level of cooperation
and professional trust between KP and KFOR EOD
operators.
EOD units are valuable KFOR assets, whose main
mission is to reduce the threat posed by the presence
of any Unexploded Explosive Ordnance (UXO) and
to support KP and Kosovo Security Force (KSF)
throughout Kosovo in their efforts in ensuring a safe
environment for all the people of Kosovo.

PICTURE: Afrim Hajrullahu (4)

Captain Pietro D’Angelo
OF-2 ITA A
PAO Office, KFOR HQ
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WINNERS OF 2014 KFOR PHOTO
COMPETITION CONTEST
1 Prize:
st

SSGT Ferdo Strgar

Hotel Decane
Slovenian Soldier, caught
admiring never-finished
hotel complex just above
Visoky Dečani Monastery.

Honourable mention:
Sergeant Korosoglou Emmanouil Greek Army
NEWBORN monument in
Pristina.

Honourable mention:
SGT Maldonado Joshua
Mountain Rescue training in
Kosovo.
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2nd Prize:

Mr. Naim Shala

Sun set
“Badovc Lake“

3rd Prize:

LTC Andrea DE
COURTEN, Chief
of Staﬀ, SWISSCOY 31
Helicopter flight
to the north of
Pristina.

Honourable
mention:
SFC George W.
Bono

Honourable
mention:
OR-6 Rafael Viseu

Out of Helicopters.

The lord of fire.
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VISITS TO KFOR hq - A VISUAL OVERVIEw

5th February 2015.
Admiral Luigi Binelli
Mantelli, Chief of
the Italian Defence
General Staff

PICTURE: OR-4 Di-Giovanni Giuseppe (2)

10th February 2015.
The Ambassador
of the Kingdom of
the Netherlands to
Kosovo, H.E. Robert
E. Bosch
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VISITS TO KFOR hq - A VISUAL OVERVIEw

12th February 2015.
The Ambassador
of the Republic of
Bulgaria to Kosovo,
H.E. Nedialtcho
Dimitrov Dantchev

PICTURE: OR-4 Di-Giovanni Giuseppe (2)

13th February 2015.
Deputy Assistant
Secretary of the
Bureau of European
and Eurasian Affairs
of US Department of
State, Mr. Hoyt Brian
Yee
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CAMP FILM CITY

FIRE SAFETY – CAMP FILM CITY
Unfortunately wherever there are accommodation, catering and work place buildings, there
is also a very real risk of Fire. Here in Camp Film City (CFC) we are lucky to have a very
sophisticated and sensitive Fire Alarm system which is designed to alert occupants and the Fire
Crew of any dangers which present themselves in a timely manner. Whilst it may sometimes seem
overly sensitive and this does create some ‘false alarms’, it is important that we do not interfere with
the system to make it less so, and that we appreciate that it is this very sensitivity which continues
to save lives.
With this in mind there are a
number of things we can do to
assist the Fire Crew in doing their
job in keeping CFC as safe as
possible for all the people who live
and work there. All of the picture
examples shown here have been
documented by the Fire Crew and
Facilities Management as they
carry out their duties.
Electrical Overload
Severe overloading of electrical
extension cords is a common
mistake. Use of flammable duct
tape around the fittings further
compounds the issue. The sockets
in the billets are not designed to
cater for such a load, and should
the trip switch mechanism fail to
activate, there is a very real danger
of overheating and subsequent fire.
Facilities management are currently
working hard to give each tenant
another socket for their room
heater, in order to free up sockets for
personal use. Please try to minimise
the use of electrical extension cords,
and where their use is unavoidable
do not leave them plugged in when

not in use.
Electric Heaters
At this time of year, electrical heaters
are a great concern for the Fire Crew,
and if used incorrectly pose an
additional source of danger for the
camps occupants. Portable electric
heaters MUST be plugged into the
room’s electrical outlet directly and
not through an electrical extension

cord as this allows the room’s
electrical panel to trip prior to the
appliances electrical cord heating to
ignition temperature. Never leave
towels or other items drying on your
heater; it is not a radiator and is not
designed to support this function.
Finally, do not turn your heater up
to the maximum setting, using the
heater on a lower setting is far safer
for you and your comrades. If you
are cold put on an extra layer!

PICTURE: KFOR Photo Archive

Smoking
Smoking is another area of
concern for the Fire Crew. Please
never smoke in your room; this
is strictly prohibited and is a very
avoidable risk that we need not
impose on CFC. In this picture we
can see plastic water bottles being
used as an ash tray and stored
12
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CAMP FILM CITY

in a wardrobe. This is evidence
of personnel smoking outside of
designated areas. Similarly, do not
light candles or burn incense in
your room as these are hazardous if
unattended.
Tampering with smoke detectors
Tampering with smoke detectors
is a strictly prohibited. By doing
this you are increasing the chances
of one of your colleagues being
seriously injured or killed in the
event of a fire breakout. In this
picture we can see that someone
has placed a medical glove over
the detector to avoid triggering
the alarm. Such action directly
compromises all the occupants of
your building and places them at
risk. In order to avoid triggering
the alarm unnecessarily, take care
not to use spray deodorants or
hair dryers/straighteners in close
proximity to the detector
Finally in summary;
•
DO plug your heater into
the wall directly
√
•
DO use a roll on deodorant
rather than a spray
√
•
DO put on an extra layer
rather than turning heater to full
power setting
√
•
DON’T overload electrical
extension cables
x
•
DON’T smoke inside of any
building
x

PICTURE: KFOR Photo Archive

•
DON’T tamper with smoke
detectors
x
Captain Danielle Murphy
OF-2 IRL A
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MNBG - E

MNBG-E MASS CASUALTY TRAINING EVENT
Soldiers of Task Force Medical, Multinational Battle Group- East (TF Med, MNBG-E), reacted to
a simulated mass casualty event at the Camp Bondsteel clinic on February 10th 2015

early morning hours.
Staff Sergeant Marcos Cruz, the
non-commissioned officer in charge
of the clinic, a member of TF Med,
MNBG-E planned the event. Cruz

stood at the front desk and assigned
soldiers to different sections of the
hospital.
“Our soldiers and providers in
the clinic had no clue what was

PICTURE: PAO MNBG - E (2)

“Train as we fight,” is a common
saying in the military, and that’s
exactly what this group of medical
soldiers found out as they woke
to the sounds of their phones and
knocks on their doors in the cold,

14
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MNBG - E

The simulation included four
soldiers in a vehicle accident. All
four were brought into the hospital
with injuries.
“Our medical evacuation crew
brought them into the clinic,” said
Cruz. “Our triage officer evaluated
them and told us exactly what
their injuries were so we could
move them to the right sections to
continue care.”

Spc. William Reilly, an evacuation
specialist with TF Med, MNBG-E
brought the patients to the hospital
in a field litter ambulance and
assisted in the emergency room
with one of the severely injured
patients.
“Some of these soldiers aren’t
necessarily medics or direct care
providers,” said Reilly. “This
training helps make sure we are
all on the same page in case a real
medical emergency happens.”
A mass casualty exercise allows
soldiers who are not a part of the
medical staff to gain experience and
knowledge on proper procedures.
Cruz makes sure everyone does

their part.
“We do internal basic lifesaving
training with the soldiers that
aren’t in a medical profession,” said
Cruz. “We can use them in different
sections and we are connecting like
pieces of a puzzle.”
While working together, the
soldiers of TF Med treated and
evacuated the mock patients to the
next level of care.
Staff Sergeant Shawn Casey
US Army

PICTURE: PAO MNBG - E

about to happen,” said Cruz. ”In a
real medical emergency, we would
be flying blind in here, so what we
wanted to do was keep everybody
on their toes and not let them know
what to expect.”
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MSU

MULTINATIONAL SPECIALIZED UNITChANGE OF COMMAND CEREMONY
On a cold and crisp morning in February, COM KFOR Major General Francesco Paolo Figliuolo,
presided over the change of command ceremony in the “MSU Camp” to mark the handover of
command within KFOR Multinational Specialized Unit (MSU).
The event that marked the
transfer of authority between the
outgoing Colonel Gregorio De
Marco, and the incoming Colonel
Francesco Maria Chiaravalloti,
was attended by the Italian
Ambassador to Kosovo Andreas
Ferrarese, the Head of UNMIK
Farid Zarif, many military officials
representing KFOR contributing
nations and other religious and
political local leaders.

PICTURE: Afrim Hajrullahu (2)

During his speech KFOR
Commander commended the
Italian Carabinieri for the positive
accomplishments achieved during
the last period, remarking on the

16
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MSU

high level of effectiveness and the
outstanding performance of this
Unit which contributed to a safe
and secure environment in the area
of Mitrovica.
He also thanked Colonel De
Marco for his professionalism and
commitment to the mission in
KFOR, and he welcomed the new
Commander wishing him all the
best for future MSU activities.
He said: “You fulfilled
your highly demanding mission
with conviction and an alwaysready attitude. Your personal
commitment allowed you to expand
the effectiveness of Multinational
Specialized Unit within your Area
of Responsibility and thereby
contributed greatly to the success of
KFOR”.
The ceremony was followed by a
reception hosted by the MSU.

PICTURE: Afrim Hajrullahu (2)

Commandant Roisin Condron
OF-3 IRL A
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JVB

ThE JOINT VISITORS BUREAU - KFOR hq
JUST VERY BUSY
The Joint Visitors Bureau (JVB) is the branch of KFOR HQ which is responsible for VIP and high
level delegation visits (both Military and Governmental) to HQ KFOR. Additionally, on behalf of
COM KFOR it is tasked with coordinating all ceremonies involving HQ KFOR staff such as the
change of command ceremonies of MNBG-W, JRD-C, MNBG-E, JRD-S, JRD-S and NLAT DIR.
end of the year is always hectic as
representatives of both state and
military take the opportunity to
visit their Troops on the ground in
Kosovo to thank them personally
for their sacrifice and that of their
families and to wish them all a
happy Christmas and a peaceful
New Year.
The JVB team do all that is necessary
to deliver the best possible outcome
for COM KFOR and his visitor’s.
The dedicated members of JVB
work under the leadership of LTC
Nicola CASTELLI, Italian Army
who’s professionalism, knowledge,
experience, preparation, planning

and attention to detail in protocol
matters is second to none. JVB
has representatives from five (5)
nations’ all of whom are new to this
area of operation’s (protocol) within
their military life. But under LTC
CASTELLI’s leadership and mantra
of the “JVB family” each individual
has grown and flourished in this
area. This can be seen in the
positive feedback and letters of
thanks which have been received
this term.
The main aim of the JVB team is
to ensure all visitor’s in KFOR and
Kosovo have a positive experience.
It is important to remember that

PICTURE: Afrim Hajrullahu

JVB staff are also involved
with protocol activities outside
of Camp Film City with Local
Authorities,
Diplomats
and
various organisations such as
UNMIK, EU, OSCE, EULEX and
NGO’s.
These duties include
advance road and location recce’s
and frequent meetings with key
personnel to ensure that all visits
run smoothly and the best possible
result is achieved.
This office tends to be exceptionally
busy. Last year was no exception.
In fact December saw no less than
twenty-four visits that were skilfully
co-ordinated by the JVB. The

18
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JVB

for all visits, change of command
ceremonies
,
anniversaries,
remembrance days and medal
parade’s JVB is in the background
carrying out work on your
behalf to achieve the highest
standards. It also has to
be said that without the
professionalism
and
high standard’s of the
Greek Guard who
assist JVB frequently
our task would be
very difficult. We
are also happy and
willing to assist the
needs of the 31 nations
that are part of the great
family of KFOR.
If someone outside of our
office asks what does J.V.B
stand for 9 times out of 10 they
will always say “Just Very Busy” and
we as members of JVB are happy
to have this reputation on your

behalf but as a motto we look to
our Flag “Example “ we try to lead
by example in all our tasks related
to KFOR,

“Endeavour” we endeavour to
deliver the best possible outcome
KFOR CHRONICLE 02/2015

for all visits and ceremonies,
“Entrust “we would like our visitors
to entrust us with looking after
their needs during all visits and
we entrust ourselves to deliver this
with confidence knowing that we
have the support of KFOR behind
us all the way.
The JVB Team ( JVB family )
LTC Nicola Castelli ( ITA )
“The Chief ”
Maj. Beat Von ALLMEN
( CHE ) “Deputy”
Capt. Vasile CÎRCIU ( ROM )
“BEBE ”
Lt. Zoltan BERKI ( HUN )
“Junior ”
RSM John O’BRIEN ( IRL )
“Chief Admin ”
Sgt. Mirko VACCA ( ITA ) “PSO
JVB Chief ”
RSM John O’Brien
OR-9 IRL A
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CAMP SLIM LINES

Commander KFOR XIX
Major General Francesco P.
Figliuolo,
Italian Army
Chief Public Affairs Office &
KFOR Spokesman
Colonel Enrico Mattina
Italian Army

COM KFOR VISITCAMP SLIM LINES

On 13th February 2015, COM KFOR, Major General Francesco
Paolo FIGLIUOLO, made an official visit to KFOR TACTICAL
RESERVE MANOEUVRE BATTALION (KTM)
at Camp Slim Lines - Pristina.
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NATO Nations within KFOR
Albania, Bulgaria, Canada, Croatia, Czech Republic, Denmark,
Estonia, France, Germany, Greece,
Hungary, Italy, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovenia,
Turkey, United Kingdom, United
States.

During the visit, he received an
Honor Guard performed by B Coy
(PRT) of KTM. He also had an office
call with the KTM Commander
Lieutenant Colonel José Manuel
Tavares das NEVES in the reserved
room of the PORTUGUESE
HOUSE. This was followed by a
briefing about KTM’s operational
capabilities and the facilities in
Camp SLIM LINES. To conclude the
visit COM KFOR made a speech to
all KTM personnel.
During the speech Major General

Francesco Paolo FIGLIUOLO
expressed his thanks for the
outstanding work of KTM. He
referred to them as a highly flexible
and motivated unit who contribute
to the success of the KFOR mission.
The KTM whose motto is “two
nations one force”, constantly
displays the principles of Example,
Endeavor and Entrust.
Captain Bruno Ribeiro
OF-2 PORT A

The KFOR Chronicle is produced
and fully funded by HQ KFOR. It is
published for KFOR soldiers in the
area of responsibility. The contents
are not necessarily the official views
of, or endorsed by, the coalition
governments’ defence departments.
Editorial content is edited, prepared
and provided by the Internal Information Section of HQ KFOR’s Public Affairs Office (PAO) in Pristina,
Kosovo. PAO HQ KFOR reserves
the right to edit content to conform
to style and space requirements.
Articles run on a space-available
basis.
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PICTURE: OR-4 Di-Giovanni Giuseppe (3)

Non-NATO Nations within
KFOR
Armenia, Austria, Finland, Ireland,
Moldova, Sweden, Switzerland,
Ukraine.
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PROFILES

Military education:
I Joined the Danish army in 2000 as a paramedic. From here I continued my
service in the Danish Air Defense and have completed service in CIMIC/
PSYOPS in Varde. Since 2010 I’ve been a part of the TACTICAL PSYOPS
TEAM as assistant / driver.
About the mission:
This is my second time in KFOR and I enjoy my time here a lot as a TPT
assistant. I get to go out of camp every day and feel the pulse of the country.
This tour is very different from the last Tour when I was a paramedic and on
standby in camp Olaf Rye most of the time. I can clearly see a big change in
the region.

Mikael DR Busk Family reaction:

Name:
Rank:

Of course my family wasn’t happy to hear that I would be away from home
for 8 months, but they are very supportive of my decision to be here and I
OR-4 look forward to seeing them very soon.

Nationality:

DNK Hobbies:

KFOR Unit:

I enjoy barbequing and honestly I’m a bit of a nerd about that. I like to spend
JEC PSYOPS TPT a lot time in my workshop and in the forest at home. I love being outside and
taking my kayak for a cruise on the local rivers.

Military education: I graduated from Army Academy as a second lieutenant
in 1996. As a signal officer, I served as a platoon and company commander
in different parts of Turkey. In addition, I assumed several staff positions
in Ministry of Defense, including Research and Technology Organization
(RTO) member of Turkey in NATO. In addition to my military studies, I
have also Masters Degree in Modelling and Simulation and a PhD in Technology Management.
About the mission: This is my third mission abroad after one in Afghanistan (2008- as MA to Directorate of Afghan National Army Training and
Equipment Support) one in Kosovo (2011- Analysis Officer in JRD-S). Currently, I hold the position of Chief of J3 CONOPS and TRAINING Branch.

Name:

Sinan Babacoglu Family reaction: I am married to my wife Emel since 1997 and two daugh-

Rank:

OF-4 my deployments. I am very grateful for their continued support. With the

Nationality:

TUR HQ KFOR, my mood is always good. However, my end of tour will be in

KFOR Unit:
and TRAINING

ters 14 (Ezgi) and 2 (Beste) years old. My family is the biggest supporter of
help of constant exchanges with my family, good facilities and friendship in
June and I look forward to seeing my family again.

J3 CONOPS

Hobbies: I like spending time with my loved ones. And also, I love to run,
play table tennis and football. I try to spare time to travel to new places and
get acquainted with the different cultures and people. Also academic studies
are one of my favorite hobbies.
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SUDOKU

slightly

medium

difficult

very difficult
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MEDIUM

The three areas (row, column, block) are equally units
or groups.

VERY DIFFICULT

The task is to fill in the blanks of the puzzle so that in
each of nine rows, columns and blocks of each digit from
1 to 9 appears only once.

SLIGHTLY

Solutions December

DIFFICULT

Rules:
The standard consists of a grid Sudoku field with 3 × 3
blocks, which are each divided into 3 × 3 fields, a total of
81 fields in 9 rows and 9 columns. In some of these fields
at the beginning digits 1 to 9 are registered (“targets“).

PICTURE OF THE MONTH

PICTURE OF ThE MONTh

January 2015
Contribute to the
KFORChronicle!

Feb 2015
``Mountain Tour‘‘
Equipment used:
NIKON COOLPIX
AW100 MIL
Major Alexander BAUER,
OF-3, AUT-A

Just send your photos to kforchronicle@hq.kfor.nato.int by
the 25th of the month explaining where you took the photo and what equipment you used. We will then select one
of the submitted images and publish it in the next edition
of the Chronicle.
You will be immortalised in the KFOR Chronicle !
Is that not something to be proud of?
Sincerely
The Chronicle Team
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